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ACT OF INCOEPOEATION. 



At a General Assembly of the State of Connecticut^ holden 
at New Haven in said State, on the first Wednesday of 
May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-two : 

Sec. 1. Resolved by this Assembly, That Charles IL 
Pond, Robbins Battell, William A. Mead, Henry A. Dyer, 
David S. Fowler, James T. Pratt, Thomas Cowles, Eph- 
raim H. Hyde, 2d, Charles Robinson, William Stone, 
Henry P. Havens, Edwin Newbury and William Holman, 
together with such persons as may hereafter become asso- 
ciated with them, be, and they are hereby incorporated by 
the name and style of the " Connecticut State Agricultural 
Society." 

Sec. 2. The object of the Society being the improvement 
of agriculture, horticulture and the household arts, they shall 
be, and are hereby, for those purposes, made capable in law, 
to have, purchase, receive, possess and enjoy, to them and 
their successors, land, rents, tenements, hereditaments, goods, 
chattels and effects, of what kind and quality soever, neces- 
sary to give effect to the purposes of this Society, and the 
same to sell, grant, demise, alien and dispose of, to sue and 
be sued, plead and be impleaded, defend and be defended in 
all courts in this state or elsewhere. 

Sec. 3. The said Society shall have power to appoint 

such officers as they may deem expedient, and also to make, 

ordain, establish and put in execution such by-laws and 

regulations as shall be deemed necessary and convenient for 
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the well ordering and government of said society, and not 
contrary to this act and the laws of this state and of the 
United States, and to do and execute all and singular, the 
matters and things which to them may or shall appertain 
to do, subject to the rules and provisions herein above pre- 
scribed. 

Sec. 4. This act may be altered, amended or repealed at 
the pleasure of the General Assembly, 
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CONSTITUTION 



Otatitietticttt State SF'^^'teral Sarietj, 

AS 

AMENDED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING, JAN. 3, 1855. 



Sec. !• This association shall be called the " Connecti- 
cut State Agricultural Society," and its object is improve- 
ment in agriculture, horticulture and the arts. 

Sec. 2. The Society shall consist of those citizens of the 
state who shall pay one dollar into the treasury annually. 
There may also be honorary and corresponding members. 
The payment of fifteen dollars or more, shall constitute the 
donor a member for life and shall exempt him from the 
annual contribution. 

Sec 3. The officers of this Society shall be a President, 
two Vice-Presidents, a Corresponding Secretary, a Record- 
ing Secretary, a Treasurer, and one Director from each county, 
to be chosen at the annual meeting of the Society. The 
above, together with the Presidents of the county societies, 
who shall be, ex officio^ Vice-Presidents of this Society, and 
one director from each county to be chosen by the county 
society, shall constitute the Executive Committee of this 
Society, which committee shall elect three members of its own 
body to constitute the Finance Committee of the Society. 
The officers of the Society shall hold their office for the term 
of one year, or until others are appointed in their stead. 
The Executive Committee shall take charge of, and distribute 
or preserve all seeds, plants, books, models, e^c, which may 
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be transmitted to the Society ; shall have charge of all publi- 
cations ; shall have power to fill any vacfancies which may 
occur in the offices during the year ; shall have charge of the 
interests of the Society in the counties in which they shall 
respectively reside, and shall have the general control of all 
matters pertaining to the interests of the Society, 

Sec. 4. The Recording and Corresponding Secretaries 
shall perform the duties usual to such offices. The funds of 
the Society shall be in the custody of the Treasurer, who shall 
pay them out and invest them under the direction of the Fi- 
nance Committee. He shall give bond to the satisfaction of 
the Finance Committee, for the faithful performance of the 
duties of his office ; said bond shall be renewed as often as the 
same person is elected to office. It shall be the duty of the 
Treasurer to keep a particular account of the receipts and ex- 
penditures of the Society. He shall exhibit to the Executive 
Committee as often as required, the state of the treasury, 
and shall present to the Society at its annual meeting, a 
full statement of his accounts audited by the Finance Com- 
mittee. 

Sec. 5. There shall be an annual meeting of the Society 
at Hartford and New Haven, alternately, on the first Wed- 
nesday of January, at which all the officers of the Society 
shall be elected by ballot Extra meetings may be convened 
by the Executive Committee, and at such meetings, twenty- 
five members shall constitute a quorum. 

Sec. 6, The Society shall hold an annual Cattle Show 
and Fair at such time and place as shall be designated by 
the Executive Committee. 

Sec. 7. This Constitution may be amended by a vote of 
two-thirds of the members attending any annual meeting. 
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REPORT 



Sttt-ftommittte of t|e (Kretniibe Committee. 



The want of an organization that should bring into united 
and harmonious action, the efforts made by progressive agri- 
culturists, in various sections of the state, has long been felt, 
and the importance of such union thoroughly understood. 
At various times, efforts have been made in the county 
societies, to organize a State Agricultural Society. As early 
as 1842, the matter was agitated in the Middlesex County 
Society, and in 1851, correspondence with other county socie- 
ties was commenced by the Society in Litchfield county, and 
by Middlesex county; an interest was awakened in the matter 
through this means, and attention excited, and the entire 
state was undoubtedly prepared to look with favor upon the 
institution of a general society. 

At the legislative session of 1852, a resolution was offered 
by Thomas Cowles, of Farmington, directing the Joint Select 
Committee on Agriculture, to take into consideration the 
matter of a State Agricultural Society. A resolution was 
offered by Edwin Newbury, of Brooklyn, (which was referred 
to the same committee,) appropriating moneys from the treas- 
ury for the education of two young men from each county, 
at the School of Philosophy and Arts in New Haven, in the 
science of agriculture. 

Attention was secured to the interest of agriculture through 
the prosecution of these resolutions, and an interest aroused 
that required only opportunity for its manifestation. This 
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opportunity was offered through an invitation given to various 
gentlemen in New Haven, members of the Legislature and 
others, from all sections of the state, to attend an informal 
meeting at the Tontine, to discuss the subject of a State 
Agricultural Society. A large attendance was gained, and 
the meeting was organized with his Honor Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor Pond in the chair. Strong interest was manifested 
in the proposed measure, and a hearty disposition to support 
such an institution was shown by all present. Under author- 
ity of this meeting, a convention was called to form a State 
Agricultural Society. On the 22d of June, in accordance 
with the call given, a convention assembled, (an act of 
incorporation having been obtained,) and proceeded to the 
adoption of a constitution, and to the election of officers. 
Delegations from the Middlesex, Litchfield and Windham 
County Societies took part in the doings of the convention, 
while gentlemen from all parts of the state were present, 
voluntarily representing the interests of theJr particular sec- 
tions. 

The following gentlemen were elected to the respective 
offices, viz.j Hon. Samuel D. Hubbard, of Middletown, Pres- 
ident; the Presidents of the County Societies being, exoffkio^ 
Vice-Presidents; Henry A. Dyer, of Brooklyn, Corre- 
sponding Secretary ; Charles W. Elliott, of New Haven, 
Recording Secretary; George Brinley, Jr., Treasurer: Di- 
rectors, James T. Pratt, Rocky Hill ; Charles Robinson, 
New Haven ; Asa Hubbard, Middletown ; James M. Curtis, 
Coventry ; T. S. Gold, West Cornwall ; Charles B. Ayer, 
Preston ; Thomas Mead, Greenwich ; George A. Payne, 
Woodstock. The above named officers to constitute the 
Executive Committee of the Society. ^ 

The Executive Committee h Id various meetings, and 
efforts were made to secure an exhibition of the products of 
the state, in the autumn of 1853. Owing to difficulties 
entirely out of the power of the Executive Committee to 
remove, the design was rendered impracticable. The first 
annual meeting of the Society was holden at the City Hall, 
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Hartford, January 11th, 1854. The following officers were 
chosen for the year : 

Hon. Samuel H. Huntington, of Hartford, President; 
Henry A. Dyer, of Brooklyn, Corresponding Secretary; 
John A. Porter, of New Haven, Recording Secretary and 
Treasurer: Directors, Norman Porter, Berlin; Solomon 
Mead, New Haven; Gideon Thompson, Bridgeport; Rev. 
William Clift, Stonington ; Charles Matthewson, Pom- 
fret ; T. S. Gold, West Cornwall ; Asa Hubbard, Middle- 
town ; John S. Yeomans, Columbia. 

At this meeting it was resolved, " That each County So- 
ciety may appoint a delegate who shall sit as a member of 
the Executive Committee of the Society." This measure 
was taken in order that the federation of the County Socie- 
ties in the State Society, should be more complete, as it is 
deemed essential that the local county associations should be 
maintained in their integrity, while by a sufficient represent- 
ation, they may recognize themselves integral portions of the 
general organization. 

A resolution was also passed, that the Executive Commit- 
tee take measures to hold a State Fair in October, 1854, and 
also to obtain a grant from the Legislature at its next session, 
for the benefit of the Society. 

The Executive Committee, at a meeting holden at the 
Tontine, New Haven, on Wednesday, March 15th, adopted 
a premium list and passed the following resolution, tnz., 
^^Resolvedy That the first annual Fair of the Connecticut 
State Agricultural Society be held at that place, which shall 
offer most favorable inducements, both as to funds and meafls 
of accommodation, as decided by a committee appointed to 
receive propositions from different places." A committee of 
one from each county was appointed to receive and decide 
upon proposals. 

It was finally " Resolved^ That Samuel H. Huntington, 
Henry A. Dyer and Theodore S. Gold, be appointed a sub- 
committee, authorized to act in making preparations for the 
State Fair, with full powers of the Executive Committer. 

At a meeting of the committee to receive proposals, held 
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at the Tontine, it was decided to hold the first annual Fair 
of the Society at New Haven. 

The sub-committee appointed the 10th, 11th, 12th and 13th 
days of October, for the exhibition, and issued a premium 
list,^ amounting to nearly $3,500. Judges were appointed 
under the specifications of the list, and preparations for the 
exhibition were undertaken with energy. 

Much valuable information in regard to the details of 
preparation and management, and the general economy of 
the exhibition, was obtained from the courteous and expe- 
rienced Secretary of the New York State Agricultural So- 
ciety, Col. B. P. Johnson, and the acknowledgments of the 
committee are hereby tendered him for the readiness and 
alacrity displayed on his part, in affording them informa- 
tipn that could not otherwise have been obtained, which 
tended much to facilitate and perfect their arrangements. 

Many of the difficulties that were inseparable from a first 
attempt to institute an exhibition of the productions of Con- 
necticut, will be obviated in the future exhibitions of the 
Society. The Society has reason to congratulate itself 
under all circumstances, at the success of its first effort. The 
products of the state were by no means fairly represented 
in any branch of its industry, as we trust our next Fair 
will demonstrate. The weather was exceedingly propitious 
through the week, a circumstance much in our favor. 

The display of neat stock was very creditable, particularly 
in the class of working oxen. The splendid display from 
the Middlesex quarries, was one not easily surpassed, and 
we confidently believe that if the counties of Fairfield, Litch- 
field, Middlesex and Hartford, do themselves justice at the 
next exhibition of the Society, a display of working oxen 
will be gathered not to be matched outside of Connecticut. 

The show of Devon stock was of a character to gratify 
the admirers of this exceedingly valuable class of cattle. 
Short Horns were not so numerous, but some very fine ani- 
mals ;were exhibited. Other improved breeds of cattle were 
scantily represented in number. 

The exhibition of Horses was very creditable, showing a 
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praiseworthy disposition to improve the character of this val- 
uable animal among breeders. It is very desirable that more 
attention should be paid to the breeding of horses in Connec- 
ticut, and to the improvement of ou ' 9^k. Hundreds of 
thousands of dollars are sent out of the state for horses every 
year, that could as well be gained by our own farmers, and 
it is to be hoped that succeeding years may show annual 
improvement in this stock. 

Other classes of animals were very creditably represented, 
and so far as the agricultural interest is concerned, the whole 
display was creditable to the state. In Manufactures and 
Mechanics, the state did not have justice done it. In so far 
as exhibiters displayed their wares, there is no cause to com- 
plain. In every department that was represented, the articles 
were of unimpeachable merit It is confidently believed, that 
another year this will be remedied, and the artisans of the 
state will take pride in making an exhibition of their products 
which will demand, if Connecticut is fairly represented, the 
attention of the whole country, and bring to our annual fair, 
visitors from all its sections. 

As was highly appropriate, our worthy Chief Magistrate, 
'Gov. Button, lent the sanction of his official position to do 
honor to the occasion of the first festival of the State Society. 
His address was listened to with much gratification, by a 
large audience. His Excellency, W. W. Hoppin, governor 
of Rhode Island, was present and made a short address. 

To the gentlemen of New Haven, who took upon them- 
selves the responsibility of the superintendence of the several 
departments, much honor is due for, their diligent and un- 
wearied exertions in the discharge of their duties. 

To the city of New Haven, the Society are under obliga- 
tion, for the aid, under Captain Bissell, rendered by the police 
department, in the maintenance of order, and security of the 
valuable property within the inclosures. 

The committee desire to acknowledge the uniform courtesy 
and efficient assistance in promoting their efforts, afforded by 
the newspaper press of New Haven, and throughout the state. 

The Connecticut State Agricultural Society has made a 
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satisfactory beginning of the work for which it was instituted, 
and as it is afforded facilities and encouragement, will 
exercise beneficial influence in the state. The field of its 
efibrts is large ; there is abundance of work tc do, and every 
man who loves and takes pride in the state of Connecticut, 
should give the Society his hearty and unfaltering support. 
The objects it aims to accomplish are all intimately con- 
ected with the prosperity of the state. The society seeks 
to disseminate a knowledge of agricultural science among 
farmers, by encouraging the institution of clubs in the several 
towns, where the experience of practical men can be gathered, 
and the theories of scientific men discussed, and subjected to 
experiment by the members. This instrumentality may be 
made of incalculable value, and reports of the subjects dis- 
cussed, the results attained, and the details of practice of the 
members, from a hundred clubs, would embody much valua- 
ble information. The introduction into our common schools 
of class-books, treating of the elementary principles of the 
natural sciences so necessary to an intelligent and profitable 
pursuit of agriculture, and the preparation of teachers in the 
Normal School for instruction in these studies, is a desirable 
and efficient method to advance the prosperity of the state. 
Another great object of this Society, the gathering of the 
products of the industry of the state, and the bringing to- 
gether of men from all its section to enjoy the annual festival, 
uniting different sections of the state in the bonds of social 
and friendly intercourse, and bringing all parties upon the 
broad platform of common interest and good feeling, is one 
that can not be over estimated. As all these objects are 
desirable and important, does the Connecticut State Agricul- 
tural Society demand the good-will and support of all classes 
and conditions of men. 

SAMUEL H. HUNTINGTON, ) ^ . 
. HENRY A. DYER, J ^ ^^, 
THEODORE S. GOLD, ) ^^^»^«^/ee. 
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ADDRESS. 



Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen : 

The brief time which has been given me to prepare an 
address, would have led me to decline the attempt, if the sub- 
ject was altogether new to me. But the objects by which 
I am surrounded, carry me back to the days of my child- 
hood. The rich productions of the earth, which have been 
brought here in such profusion, which manifest the industry of 
our farmers, the abundant stores of butter and cheese which 
prove that our dairy womefi have not been idle, the tempt- 
ing fruits, that exhibit the great improvement that has been 
made in horticulture, and the various domestic animals that 
have only to be seen to be admired, seem to greet me like old 
acquaintances, and I feel at home in the midst of them. 

1 should not do justice to my own feelings, Mr. President, 
if I did not on this occasion, congratulate you and other 
members of the Society, on the success which has attended 
this first attempt in this state, to hold a State Fair. The 
result reflects honor upon you and honor upon the Legisla- 
ture which gave you its patronage. The arrangements that 
have been here made for the exhibition, combining in such an 
eminent degree, convenience, room, order and an opportunity 
for display, have only been equaled by the zeal and enterprise 
which have gathered into one view, the agricultural, horticul- 
tural and manufacturing wealth of the state. It was high 
time that such an exhibition should be made. Connecticut 
has no need to be ashamed of her sons and daughters, or of 
the workmanship of their hands. There was no reason why 
she should not take her place, with her banners flying, in that 
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grand procession, which has commenced its march, and which 
will continue to move forward, to do honor to labor, 

I confidently trust that this is but the commencement of 
a series of exhibitions which will return with each revolving 
year, and that while our Legislature continues to extend its 
fostering care to the interests of science, to the promotion of 
the arts, and to calls of humanity, it will not neglect the 
primary interest which sustains and supports all the rest ; I 
mean, of course, the agricultural interest. 

My object, Mr. President, will be to ask the attention of 
this audience for a short time, to some reasons why the peo- 
ple of this state should pay particular attention to the pro- 
motion of agriculture. One prominent consideration which 
seems to me worthy of attention, is the progress which has 
already been made during the last half century. As to those 
of you whose heads have like mine, already been blanched 
by time, I need only refer you to your own observation and 
experience in the days of your y^uth. To give others some 
idea of the contrast which exists between the state of agri- 
culture now and what it was then, it may be necessary to be 
more particular. At that time, nothing was more common 
than to see fields which had been fertile, and which were 
still capable of being rendered highly productive, lying almost 
waste. They yielded nothing from year to year, but sorrel 
or white everlasting, or perhaps a crop of tall muUens. Those 
fields had been worn out by a constant succession of crops. 
They were plowed year after year, as long as they would 
pay for cultivation, and then they were left to recover them- 
selves at leisure, and if they failed to do this, it was consid- 
ered the fault of the soil and not of the farmer. The doctrine 
of the rotation of crops, had not then been promulgated. A 
man would have been considered rash who should have 
hazarded the assertion that the same lot could be used suc- 
cessively for plowing and meadow land. There was also 
another idea, that prevailed to a considerable extent among 
a certain class of persons, and that was, that stones in a field 
were a good substitute for manure ; that they had a tendency 
to keep land warm and moist, and they were therefore very 
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caotious about removing many of them for the purpose of 
fencing. It was considered indispensable to use all the ma- 
nure of the barn-yard, to keep up the meadows. Plaster was 
not then known, I can well recollect when it was first 
introduced, of tracing it, where it had been scattered in 
particular places in a field, by the clover which had sprung 
up, and wondering how such an effect could be produced by 
such a cause. At that time, horn shavings, lime, bones» 
guano, and various other articles which have since been io 
successfully used, had never been heard of for such a pur- 
pose. I could now point out many of the finest and most 
productive lots, which were then considered hardly worth 
inclosing. The young farmers who hear me, can scarcely 
realize how much has already been accomplished in this 
state, by restoring worn-out fields, and raising all to a higher 
state of fertility. 

During the same period of time, d more striking change 
^still has been exhibited in the domestic animals of the state. 
A half century ago, almost the only varieties of cattle were 
those of black, white, spotted, red and brindle. Communi- 
cation with England was then rare, and no one dreamed that 
there was such a marked distinction, as has since been man- 
ifested by such splendid specimens of Durham, Devonshire 
and other choice breeds as have been exhibited on this and 
other similar occasions. 

When I was a boy, there was but one breed of sheep in 
the state ; the coarse-wooled, long-legged kind that required 
double fettering, to keep them from rambling all over a farm. 
The first attempt at improvement was called the otter breed, 
a species of monstrosities with legs bowed like half circles, 
and the principal recommendation of which was, that they 
could hardly walk, ajid of course, jumping was out of the 
question. Soon afterward the merino was introduced, 
and I am proud to say, by a citizen of Connecticut. The 
name of Col. . Humphreys will go down to posterity with 
honor, and will command its gratitude, not only for his 
services in the Revolutionary struggle, but for the benefits 
which he conferred by ihe introduction of that valuable breed. 
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What is trae of cattle and sheep, is trae also of every 
other species of animals on the farm. 

What would a State Fair have been fifty years ago ? 

Drive off all your Durham and Devonshire cattle, all your 
Merino and Saxon sheep, all the horses that have excited our 
admiration by their beauties of figure and grace of motion; 
leave nothing in your pig-pens but a few long-eared, slab- 
sided porkers ; clear out of your hen-coops all the Chitta- 
gongs. Shanghais and Frizzles ; reduce your potatoes to the 
simple red and the English white; leave nothing among 
this vast variety of pumpkins but the old-fashioned yellow, 
better to my taste, however, especially at Thanksgiving, than 
any of the rest ; sweep away at once all your delicious fruits 
and splendid flowers, and it would give you some faint idea 
of what a State Fair would have been then, and what an 
improvement has been made. 

In farming utensils the change has been as great or greater. 
My efforts at pitching hay were with a round-tined fork, large 
and heavy, to keep it from bending, as it had not a particle 
of elasticity, with a handle of proportionate size and strength, 
so that it required about as much force to lift the fork as it 
did the hay which it would hold. When the elastic square 
• tined forks were introduced, the old farmers shook their heads 
and could not believe that such slender things would an- 
swer any purpose. The hoe, the plow, the rake and the 
scythe snath were all of an equally heavy, clumsy character. 
K any of them were at this day put into the hands of a 
hired man, he would indignantly quit the field and consider 
himself insulted. 

If we take a wider range and look at the condition of man- 
ufactures, we shall find more cause still for congratulation at 
the progress which has been made in half a century. I can 
recollect well when the double wheel was brought into use, 
and this was eagerly adopted by the farmers' daughters who 
were so industrious that they wished to employ both hands 
instead of one. The only spinning-jenny in those days, was 
one that was not stationary, and the only power-looms were 
those that could move hearts as well as shuttles. I was 
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familiar with the Naugatuck river, from its junction with the 
Housatonic, almost to its source, when not a water-power 
was used upon it, except for a grist-mill or a saw-mill. What 
a contrast does that interesting stream now present! What 
is true of that, is ime also of all the streams in this state. 

While our attention is directed to the difference between 
the former and present condition of manufactures, I wish to 
advert particularly to one great fact, of which the state of 
Connecticut may well be proud, and that is, that almost every 
species of manufacture in which the people of this country 
have been able to compete with those of other countries, 
has either originated in this slate, or has been carried to the 
greatest perfection in it. It wks a citizen of Connecticut 
who some thirty or forty years ago, invented a simple but 
accurate clock, enabling the poor as well as the rich, to have 
a time-piece for the regulation of labor. This has been car- 
ried forward by one and another of our citizens, to one degree 
of perfection after another, till the worthy chief magistrate of 
this city and his compeers in the business, may be said to 
keep the time of the world. 

Soon after the invention of the clock, a new and cheap 
mode of plating a metal button was disc>overed by another 
citizen of Connecticut. The invention itself seemed a small 
affair, but it not only gave an impulse which led to the future 
establishment of a flourishing city, but the article itself is in 
demand on the other side of the ocean. 

The English have always prided themselves on their su- 
periority in every species of cutlery, yet they have been driven 
by self-interest, to order axes from our ax factories in Con- 
necticut. There are also now in \his state, establishments 
in which knives and razors and other instruments are made, 
possessing an edge and a finish, which Sheffield will strive 
in vain to surpass. 

It was by the perseverance and ingenuity of citizens of this 
state, that the business of rolling and drawing copper and 
brass was first introduced into this country, constituting as 
it now does, a profitable and important branch of employ- 
ment 
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Long since my memory, not a pin was used in the United 
States that was not imported. And during the period of the 
embargo and non-intercourse, the patriotism of our ladies 
was put to a severe trial by the scarcity of this most neces- 
sary article. But in process of time, one of our fellow- 
citizens invented a pin which possessed qualities superior to 
any that were imported. Now the pin trade is reversed? 
English merchants are not ashamed to send here for pins ; 
and if Queen Victoria herself is as sensible and economical 
as she is said to be, Connecticut pins will be found on her 
dressing-table. 

Where was the man to be found that could take the milky 
substance that exudes from the limb of a certain tree, and 
convert it into a shoe or an an umbrella, a car-spring or a 
bed-tick, a cloak or a valise, or a walking-cane, or a horse- 
shoe ? You might look in vain to find such a man, any- 
where except in the smart little state of Connecticut. 

To this state also, the world is indebted for an instrument 
of destruction, which it is acknowledged bears away the palm 
from all others. In the present warlike condition of Europe, 
Colt's pistols have a world-wide reputation. If any one sup- 
poses that the demand for them is limited to this country, 
let him visit Hartford, and see what immense preparations 
are being made for the manufacture of enough of these 
deadly weapons to destroy the whole human race, and then 
let him recollect, that there is another establishment of the 
same kind in London itself. 

If we take a more general view of the subject, we shall find 
that the whole manufacturing interest of the state, which 
now adds so much to its wealth and importance, has grown 
up within half a century. It is within my recollection that 
the first factory was erected at the foot of West Rock. The 
plain four-story wooden building was then an object of as 
much curiosity as the Judges' Cave, but now it would only 
be regarded as suitable for a store-house, to one of our mod- 
ern establishments. 

The peculiar nature of the territory 6f the state, furnishes 
another strong reason why agriculture should receive the 
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attention both of individuals and of the public. Wherever 
we find water-power sufficient to build up a manufacturing 
village, we find an abundance of fertile land, sufficiently 
near, so that manufacturers and iagriculturists can contribute 
to the mutual advantage of each other. The Connecticut 
farmer, in every portion of the state, has therefore the great 
advantage of a high cash market for all the productions of 
his farm, almost ^t his own door, while the manufacturer is 
saved the time, trouble and expense of going abroad to procure 
the necessaries of life. It is only by the promotion of these 
two great interests, side by side, that thi^ state will be able to 
sustain her proper rank among her sister states. 

The position of the state also requires that we should not 
sufier our fields to exhibit the marks either of indolence or a 
vvant of attention to those improvements which will be made 
by others, whether the people of this state neglect them or 
not. We can not conceal ourselves, and thus escape notice. 
Connecticut is like a city set upon a hill. She is in a situa* 
tion to be looked at, more than any state in the Union. She 
is on the direct line of communication between the two 
greatest commercial cities of the continent She is the 
connecting link between New En|[land and the other states. 
As long as the granite mountains of New Hampshire shall 
stand, the citizens of New York and of the sunny South, 
will pass through Connecticut, to enjoy the cool and refresh* 
ing breezes of a higher latitude. Connecticut must therefore 
pay proper attention to her fields or be disgraced. 

If, on the other hand, the -passing traveler discovers here 
the evidence of good husbandry, our exposed situation will 
give us a higher character, and our example will exert a 
wider influence. 

There is a large amount of xyhat is now comparatively 
waste land, which will well repay all the labor and expense 
which may be bestowed upon it. Much has already been 
done, but ntore remains yet to be accomplished. In my 
judgment, a mistaken idea prevails regarding the compara- 
tive value of an acre of the rich fields of the far West and 
an acre of our land that has been brought to a high state^of 
3 
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cultivation. If the soil is deeper there, the market for its 
produce is much more convenient and ready here. The 
former may be more available for a large crop of some par- 
ticular kind, while the latter will admit of a succession of 
crops to much greater advantage. Many a field may be 
found in the rich bottom lands and prairies of the west, 
which will yield perhaps with but little labor, a larger crop 
of com, but on which a crop of grain would prove a total 
failure. I have no doubt that there are thousands of enter- 
prising farmers, who left their paternal fields with the ex- 
pectation of improving their condition, who have suffered 
privations and hardships that they did not anticipate, and 
who have regretted that they did not adopt the policy of 
manufacturing farms here, rather than that of finding them 
ahready made to their hands in the new countries. The ter- 
ritory of Connecticut, with suitable effort, will easily sustain 
double the population which is now contained in it. The 
voice and influence of this stajte in the Union, will neces- 
sarily be continually and rapidly decreasing, owing to the 
much greater extent of many of the other states. A regard 
to their own safety and the preservation of their rights, re- 
• quires of< the citizens of Ihis state, that they should retain 
as far as possible, the increase of population within its bor- 
ders. This can be done most effectually, by promoting the 
agricultural interests of the state. 

There is another consideration that is entitled to much 
weight. The best interests of the human race require that 
in every community there should be both city and country, 
and that the balance of power, so to speak, between them 
should be carefully preserved. If either predominates too 
much, the effect is injurious. Each exerts a peculiar in- 
fluence which promotes the general good. The employments 
and advantages of a city life, tend to increase taste, refine- 
ment and courtesy. The country life imbues the soul 
with the love of industry, frugality and independence. The 
human race, if confined within the narrow limits of a pity^ 
would inevitably degenerate. 
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We must look to the employments of niral life, where the 
body is invigorated by exercise in the pure and bracing air, 
and the mind is filled with images of everything that is grand 
and beautiful in nature, for the preservation of the race in 
its highest perfection. It is sometimes spoken of as a matter 
of wonder, that men have been called from the plow to take 
command of armies, and that many have been equally qual- 
ified to manage a farm and to conduct the afiairs of a nation. 
But this is the natural result of cause and efiect. No one 
who has ever studied the lives of those who have been distin-i 
guished either in the field or in the cabinet, would have 
been surprised to discover that the man who stood foremost 
among American statesmen, and who swayed the minds of 
the whole nation by the force of his gigajpic intellect, spent 
his earliest days on a farm in New Hampshire. 

I have endeavored, Mr. President, briefly and imperfectly, 
to point out some reasons why you and your associates, and 
all the citizens of this state should persevere in your efforts, 
to raise the agriculture of the state, to its proper level. Allow 
me to express the hope, that you will not relax your efforts 
till this great, benevolent and patriotic object shall be fully 
accomplished. Suffer not the labors, the fatigues and the 
sacrifices which necessarily in such cases, devolve upon a 
few, to cause you to relax your exertions. Such assem- 
blages as this, gathered together from every quarter of the 
state, imparting to all, the results of the experience and obser- 
vation of each individual, and exciting a spirit of friendly 
rivalry, will do more to awaken an interest in the cause than 
volumes of publications, however interesting or valuable. 
Let them be repeated till every farm shall be a garden, and 
every dwelling an abode of plenty. 
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OP THE 



COMMITTEES AT THE STATE FAIR. 



OL^SS I. 

COMMITTEE No. 1.— DURHAM SHORT HORNS. 

The Committee on Durham Short Horn Cattle respectfully report : 
The show of animals in this class was very respectable in numbers 
and general appearance. Among the bulls, your committee notice 
many verj' fine specimens of this valuable race, combining the good 
qualities for which they are remarkable. The prize bulls, your com- 
mittee would say, combine good size and fine handling. Their 
general appearance in regard to proportion, symmetry and style, is 
remarkably good. They are also prompt and active in their move- 
ments ; and your committee are of opinion that much good stock 
may be produced from them. The prize cows, heifers and calves, 
also combine the qualities spoken of in the bulls, in a good degree, 
and many of the cows show that the milking properties arc not 
entirely lost'sight of, which in the opinion of your committee, is of 
the first importance in New England. It is to be regretted that so 
many of this class of stock are sold and driven out of the state, 
but the prices generally paid, tempt the owners to part with them. 
About thirty head of this class were viewed by your committee. 
Taken as a whole, they are very creditable to their several owners 
and to the state generally. Your committee tender their thanks 
to the owners and persons having this stock in charge, for their 
promptness and system in showing off their animals, which very 
much lightened the duties and facilitated the business of the commit- 
tee. 

Your committee have awarded as follows : 
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BiUlg three yean old and over. 

Isfc premium, T. S. Gold, West Cornwall, Col. Fremont, • $12 

2d do. Linus Birdsej, Meriden, Mount Hope, • 8 

dd do. Thomas Cowles, Farmington, Monarch, . 6 

Bvlh two years old. 
Ist premium. Bishop & Son, New Haven, Rocket, . . $10 
2d do. Thomas Cowles, Farmington, Prince of Orange, 6 
No competitor for the third premium. 

« 
Bulls one year old. 

Ist premiupa, Frederick H. North, New Britain, Tornado, . $8 
Second and third, no competition. 

Bull Calves. 

Ist premium, Gkorge C. Hitchcock, New Preston, Henry 

Clay, 2d, $5 

2d do. Elias Bishop & Son, New Haven, • « 3 

Cows three years old and over. 

1st premium, Elias Bishop & Son, New Haven, Isahella, $12 

2d do. Thomas Cowles, Farmington, Marchioness, 8 

8d do. George H. Townsend, East Haven, Beauty, 6 

Heifers two years old. 
Ist premium, George C. Hitchcock, New Preston, Cream Pot, $10 
2d do. George C. Hitchcock, do. Lady 

Washington, • . , . . . . 6 
dd do. Thomas Cowles, Farmington, Madonna, • 3 

Heifers one year old. 
1st premium, T. S. Grold, West Cornwall, Dutchess, . . $8 
2d do. George H. Townsend, East Haven, • • 5 

Heifer Calves. 
1st premium, Linus Birdsey, Meriden, . ... $5 

2d do. George H. Townsend, East Haven, • . 3 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

SAMUEL W. BARTLETT, Chairman. 
N»w Haven, Oct. 12, 1854. 
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COMMITTEE No. 2.— DEVONS. 

The Committee on Devon Cattle respectfully report : That they 
have examined all that class of cattle that have been presented for 
premiums, and have awarded as follows : 



$12 
8 
6 



Bult$ three yean old and 
1st premium, S. & L. Hurlbut, Winchester, 
2d do. E. S. Linsley, Meriden, • • . » 
8d do. J. N. Blakeslee, Watertown, 

Bulls two years old* 
Ist premium, N. B. Phelps, Wolcottville, 
2d do. B. N. Andrews, Waterbury, 

No other two year old bulls were offered for examination. 

Bulls one year old. 
Ist premium, S. & L. Hurlbut, Winchester, 
2d do. Levi Coe, Middletown, . . . ♦ 
3d do. H. C. Wheeler, North Stonington, . 

Btdl Ocdves, 
1st premium, S. & L. Hurlbut, Winchester, 
Stanley Griswold, Torringford, 



2d 



do. 



Cows. 
1st premium, W. L. Cowles, Farmington, 
2d do. S. & L. Hurlbut, Winchester, 
8d do. W. L. Cowles, Farmington, 

Heifers two years old. 
Ist premium, S. & L. Hurlbut, Winchester, 
2d do. S. & L. Hurlbut, do. 
8d do. W. L. Cowles, Farmington, . 

Heifers one year old. 
1st premium, S. & L. Hurlbut, Winchester, 
2d do. do. do. do. 

2d do. do. do. do. 



$10 
6 



$d 

5 
3 



$5 
3 



$12 

8 
6 



•10 
6 
4 



$8 
5 
8 
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Heifer Calves. 
Ist.Premium, S. & L. Hurlbut, Winchester, • . $5 

2d do. E. S. Linslej, Meriden, . • • • 3 

Your committee do not deem it necessary to make any remarks 
respecting the value of Devon cattle in preference to other breeds of 
stock. 

We are satisfied that the Devon stock now on exhibition, is a 
sufficient proof that their value is fully appreciated. 

ADAMS WHITE, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 3.— ALDERNEYS. 

The Committee on Alderneys respectfully report, that the entries 
in this class are only four in number, viz,^ one bull, twenty-two 
months old ; one cow, six years old ; one heifer, twenty-two months 
old; one heifer-calf, threie months old. These animals, (except the 
young calf which had evidently suffered from being taken from 
home) are of great excellency, and superior specimens of this valua- 
ble breed of cattle. They were all offered by John T. Norton, Esq., 
of Farmington, and are of the importation of John A. Taintor, Esq., 
of Hartford. They are of full medium size, and as one sees them in 
front, with their clean throats and beautiful, game-like heads and 
countenances, they are certainly handsome animals, though in their 
whole appearance they would be classed as ordinary looking. The 
heifer, nearly two years old, appears to possess all the fine qualities 
of the breed, and is evidently an animal of much value. 

The Alderney or Jersey cows are remarkable for the richness of 
their milk. Mr. Norton assured the committee, that from six to 
seven quarts of the milk of his cows, would make a pound of butter. 
The deep yellow color imparted to the butter, is another peculiarity 
of this breed of cows, as may be seen in the fine specimens of butter 
exhibited by Mr. Norton. 

It has been supposed that coming from the island of Jersey, a 
comparatively mild though moist climate, that the Alderneys would 
not be sufficiently hardy for New England. Mr. Norton ihinks, on 
the contrary, that they will prove to be adapted to our climate, and 
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is so well satisfied with the breed in all respects ; that he intends to 
keep these full bloods alone upon his farm for dairy purposes. 

Experiments with the different breeds of cattle, in different locali- 
ties and for various purposes, carefully conducted by gentlemen of 
good judgment and of means, (for such experiments are usually ex- 
pensive,) are of great benefit to the community, if the results are 
made available by being widely published. 

Your committee are clearly of opinion that cattle should be bred 
distinctly for the purposes for which they are wanted ; and when 
butter is the principal product derived from the dairy, they are 
inclined to think that a cross at least of the Aldemeys, and perhaps, 
(if they should prove well adapted to the climate,) the introduction 
of the full bloods would be attended with decidedly good results. 

The committee award to Mr. Norton the first premiums as follows : 

To his bull, one year old, $8 

To the cow, 12 

To the yearling heifer, . . . * . . • . 6* 
To the heifer calf, ,5, 

BOBBINS BATTELL, ) 
ERASTUS WILLIAMS, y Committee. 
UPSON, ) 



COMMITTEE NO. 4.— AYRSHIRES. 

The Committee on Ayrshires report : — That as but one cow, 
five years old, and one heifer, one year old, were submitted to their 
inspection, there was no competition, and it only devolved upon them 
to decide if these animals were entitled to any premium, and if so to 
which of the premiums. 

After due examination and inquiry, the committee have no hesita- 
tion in pronouncing them first class animals. Their pedigree is 
tindoubted, and they possess, in a high degree, the points which con- 
stitute perfection in the Ayrshire stock. The committee therefore 
award to Robbins Battell, for his cow, $12, being the highest pre- 
mium on Ayrshire cows, three years old and over; ahd $8 for his 
heifer, being the highest on Ayrshii*e heifers, one year old. 

One bull only was presented for premium under this class, eleven 
months old. No written pedigree was furnished, and the committee 
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eould obtain no po^itiye Terbal information as to his origin. Moreo- 
ver, the color and general appearance of the animal was such as to 
lead the committee to question if he was indeed of pure Ayrshire 
blood. 

Had he been entered among grade bulls, he would in all probabiil- 
itj have gained a premium, as he is a large and well-formed bull of 
bis age. Under the circumstances, it being too late to obtain a pedi- 
gree or to change the entry, and the owner not being present, the 
committee recommend a premium of $3, to William Ward, oi Stam- 
ford, for a fine grade bull calf. 

JOHN T. NORTON, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 6.— NATIVES AND GRADES. 

The Committee on Natives and Grades, respectfully report : — ^That 
no class under this division was as fully represented as they hoped 
to find ; and many of those presented were not as good of the kind 
as may be found in almost every town in the state. 

No bulls three years and over were offered, and but three two 
years old were presented. The committee thought it best for the 
purpose of encouraging the bringing forward of this class of stock, 
to give a premium to each. 

Native BvlU, 
1st premium, E. C. Allen, of West Meriden^ . . . %iO 
2d do. William Bradley, of Hamden, Native and Durham, 5 
8d do. Jeriel Hayes, New Haven, . . • • 3 

BuUsy one year oldL 
The number of bulls one year old was small, and the committee 
awarded the 

1st premium to Gbauncey Deming, of Farmington, • » $8 
2d do. Hamilton Brothers, West Hartford, . . 5 

BuU Calves. 
Jst premium, Jared Dickerman, Hamden^ . • • . $5 
2d do. Andrew Coe, Middletown, • • . » 3 
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There was more competition on cOws, three years old and over. 
Most of those viewed by the committee that were deserving of pre- 
mium, were a cross of Durham or Devon. In coming to a decision, 
the committee, taking into consideration extraordinary milking qual- 
ities, awarded the 

1st premium to William Bradley, Hamden, • . . $13 

2d do. E. B. Bishop, New Haven, grade Durham and 

Devon, 8 

8d do. E. B. Bishop, 6 

ITeifers, two years old. 
There was quite a number offered, and many of them very beau- 
tiful. The committee, after much deliberation, awarded the 
1st premium to Hamilton Brothera, West Hartford, • . $10 
2d do. E. C. Allen, West Meriden, . . . .6 

8d do. John C. Gillett, Torringford, *• • . 5 

Heifers^ one year old* 

1st premium, John C. Gillett, Torringford, . . * . $8 

2d do. Richard W. Griswold, Torringford, • • 5 

3d do. Levi Coe, Middletown, 3 

Heifer Calves. 
1st premium, E. B. Bishop, New Haven, • . • • • $4 
2d do. do. do. do. • • • • 8 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

N. B. SMITH, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE^NO. 7. (A.)— WORKING OXEN, SIX YEARS 
OLD AND UPWARD. 

The judges on Working Oxen of six years old and upward, have 
attended to the duties of their appointment, and would report : — That 
there were twenty-four entries in this class, the several pairs varying 
in age from six to nine. They were exercised by the teamsters, and 
tested by the judges so far as the limits of the exhibition would per* 
mit. And although there was a difference in the merits of the sev* 
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mittee, and proved that thej were all trolj w&rkimgaxm. 

We think that the comhination of good qualities presented in this 
c^ass, has never been excelled at anj exhibition. The great weight 
of some pafrs, united with fine handling qualities, show the owners to 
be skilled in those principles which tend to increase the value of 
the ox. 

Much credit is due to the teamsters for the mildness and humanly 
displayed in exhibiting their cattle, and thanks to the owners for 
bringing forward^ at this our first state fair, such a beautiful array of 
working oxen, each pair highly meritorious, and doing honor to their 
owners. 

The judges are called upon to discriminate, and to name those 
which are considered most meritorious in this class. This we have 
done, and find No. 206, belonging to the Middlesex company, of 
Portland, to possess the highest merit ; agreeably to the rules of the 
society we award fo them the first premium, being . . $15 

To No. 122, owned by Joseph Hall, of Portland, the second best, 

we award a premium of 8 

To No. 210, owned by Brainard & Co., of Portland, the third in 

point of merit, we award a premium of . • • 6 

The efforts of the society are, or should be, directed to the encour- 
agement of good breeding. But few animals, apparently bred by 
accident, ever arrive at any elevated point in the scale of perfection. 
These facts being appreciated by your executive committee, they 
have requested the judges to ascertain, as far as practicable, the 
names of the breeders of those animals considered most meritorious, 
and report the same. 

The pair entitled to the first premium, were bred in Litchfield, 
(Northfield society,) Litchfield county, by Mr. Hopkins. 

The pair entitled to the second premium, were bred in Koxbury, 
Litchfield county, the name of breeder unknown. 

The pair entitled to the third premium, were bred in Portland, 
Middlesex county, the name of breeder unknown. 

All which is respectfully submitted, in behalf of committee, 

JOHN a AMBLER, Ohatrmcm. 

New Haven, Oct. 13, 1854. 
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• COMMITTEE NO. 7. (B.)— FIVE YEARS OLD WORK- 

ING OXEN. 

The Committee on Working Oxen five years old respectfully 
report : That tkey were highly pleased with those presented for exam- 
ination. Taken as a whole, they are creditable to the owners thereoC 
The size of the cattle, the quality for market, and the good action 
under the yoke, show an improvement in this important branch of 
Connecticut husbandry. It is with reluctance that your committer 
express their opinion as to which pair should receive the first prem- 
ium, and for this reason, propose an alteration and extension of tho 
premiums offered by the society. We award the following premiums : 

Ist premium, Middlesex Quarry Company, . • • . $10 
2d do. Horace Hart, Berlin, .... 8 

3d do. Lester Luce, Newington, • • • . 6 

Discretionary. 

Frederick Deming, Farmington, . . . . . $5 

Horace Hart, Berlin, 5 

N. B. Smith, Woodbury, 4 

Edward Shepherd, Portland, 3 

S. C. Judson, Woodbury, 3 

Harvey Elliott, North Guilford, • • . . . 2 

By order, 

JOHN HUBBARD, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 7. (G.)— WORKING OXEN FOUR 
YEARS OLD. 

The Committee on Working Oxen four years old, beg leave to 
report the following awards : 

1st premium, Lester Luce, Wethersfield, for a pair of steers 
that can hardly be excelled for beauty, 
weight, justness of proportion and fine action, $12 
Daniel Russell, Portland, . • • .8 
do. do. . • • • .3 

Moses F. Pelton, Portland, • • • • 3 



2d 


do. 


Sd 


do. 


4th 


do. 
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Dtscretionartf, 
Frederick Deming, Farmington, . , , . . $3 

Thelus Todd, Northford, 2 

Samuel W. Wilcox, Portland, •...,, 2 
All which is respectfully submitted, 

THOMAS A. MEAD,'caatVman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 8.— STEERS- 

The Committee on Steers have performed their official duty ac- 
cording to the best of their judgment. There were on exhibition 
twenty yoke of three years old steers, all of a very fine quality, and so 
nearly ofi equal merit, that it required careful and very good judg- 
ment to select the three pairs that were deserving of the premiums 
awarded to that class of cattle. We have awarded premiums to the 
following pairs of steers : 

On three years old. 

Ist premium, Elisha C. Phelps, Bloomfield, ... $8 

2d do. Thelus Todd, Northfurd, . . . , g 

M do. Alonzo Edgerton, West Greenwich, , , 4 

On two years old. 

1st premium, Anson A. Mills, Bloomfield, • • . $6 

2d do. N. B. Smith, Woodbury, . . . % 

3d do. , Stanley Griswold, Torringford, ... 8 

On one year old steers. 
1st premium, R. Goodrich, Portland, • • . . $4 

2d do. Jacob N. Blakeslee, Watertown, . . , 3 

We also recommend a discretionary premium of $8 to Mr. James 
Duel, of West Stockbridge, Mass., for the best pair of steers ex- 
hibited on the ground. 

WILLIAM E. GATES, Chairman. 
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COMMITTEE NO. 9.— FAT CATTLE. 

The Committee on Fat Cattle respectfully report that they have 
examined the animals submitted to their inspection, and made the 
following awards : 

Ist premium, Thomas A. Mead, Greenwich, for best pair fat 

cattle, J15 

2d do. John Webster, Berlin, .... 12 

8d do. W. A. Clark, Woodbridge, • . . . S 

^^ ^^- do. do. for best fat ox, . 10 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 

JOEL PECK, Oiairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 10.— MILCH COWS. 

The Committee on Milch Cows respectfully report : That they 
met, organized and entered upon the duties assigned them, but found 
no entries made which came within their jurisdiction. 
By order of Committee, 

DAVID S. FOWLER, Chairman. 



OL^SS II. 

COMMITTEE NO. 11.— STALLIONS AND MARES, OF 
ALL WORK, FOUR YEARS OLD AND OVER. 

The Committee on Stallions and Mares of all work, of four years 
old and over, has the honor to report as follows : 

The premium for the best stallion is awarded to No. 68, Morgan 
6tock, Enoch Coe, of Middletown, owner. 

The premium for the second best stallion is awarded to No. 123, 
Black Hawk stock, Robins Battell, of Norfolk, owner. 

The premium for the third best stallion is awarded to No. 62, 
Messenger stock, Jarvis Jocelyn, of New Haven, owner. 



Digitized by 



Google 



40 

The committee would also recommend a premium equal to the first 
class premium, oftwenit/ dollars, for & stallion of the Morgan Bulrush 
stock, owned by French Morrill, of Danville, Vt., a very superior 
stallion, which being owned out of the state, could not, under the reg- 
ulations, enter for competition with other horses of this class. 

The awarding of these premiums has been a matter of considera** 
ble embarrassment to the committee. There were several stallions 
exhibited with almost equal points of excellence, among which the 
committee would particularly mention a stallion owned by E. S. 
Morron, of Suffield. 

The premium for the best mare, with foal afoot, is awarded to No, 
160, stock, Valerius Kibbe, of Ellington, owner. 

The premium for the second best mare, with foal afoot, is awarded 
to No. 114, Black Hawk stock, William I. Ives, of Meriden, owner. 

No third premium is awarded. 



New Hayen, Oct. 13, 1854. 



E. B. BISHOP, ^Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 12.— STALLIONS THREE YEARS OLD. 

The Committee on Stallions, three years old, respectfully report : 
That the number of animals of this class and number, entered as 
competitors, was eight ; only four of this number were exhibited to 
your committee. The whole number exhibited were animals of a 
superior quality, and not only furnished evidence of great improve- 
ment in the breeding of horses in the state, but are highly creditable 
to their owners. In the opinion of your committee, each of the 
animals thus exhibited, may be recommended as well calculated to 
elevate the character of horses in our state. 

Of the animals in the above class, and put upon the catalogue and 
numbered as follows. No. 69, 144, 177, 212, were breeding mares, 
and were presented to the committee of the same class. No. 15, and 
were not presented to this committee, but were examined by the 
other committee. 

The stallion Black Hawk Sherman Morgan, No. 7, owned by 
John A. Hemingway, of Suffield, is, in the opinion of your committee, 
of very superior merit. He originated in Vermont, and descended 
from the class of horses called Morgan horses, so long and favorably 
known in all parts of the country. Of the Morgan horses there are 
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four classes, and this horse is of the class called Sherman Morgan. 
He was purchased at a cost of one thousand dollars, and the class 
from which he descended, your committee regard as superior to any 
of the other Morgan breeds. This horse has fine points, indicatmg 
not only beauty, but strength and speed, and docility of temper, 
which renders him peculiarly a horse of all work. He was proved 
to have been sired by the old stallion, Black Hawk, and from a dam 
lineally descended from the old Sherman Morgan stud. Your com- 
mittee award to the owner of this animal, the first premium of $15. 

The stallion No. 22, is a beautiful colt of a chestnut color, and of 
great merit and beauty, and is owned by R. Linsley, Esq., of Meri- 
den. He was proved to have come from old Black Hawk. To the 
owner of this horse we award the second premium of $10. 

The stallion No. 125, of this class and number, though less in size, 
shows fine proportions, with a large share of bone and muscle, and 
was proved to have come from the same stock. He also is a colt of 
much merit, and your committee award to his owner, Bobbins Bat- 
tell, of Norfolk, to whom much credit is due for his efibrts to improve 
the breed of horses in this state, the third premium of $8. 

The stallion No. 78, which was on Class II., No. 15, and was 
assigned to this committee, is a fine large colt, adapted to draught 
purposes, and possesses high merit in the judgment of your commit- 
tee, and to his owner wo award a premium of $8. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. # 

P. C. CHILD, N. Woodstock, ) 
GEO. SEYMOUR, Litchfield, >• Committee. 
E. S. MORRON, SuppiELD, ) 
New Haven, Oct. 12, 1854. 



COMMITTEE NO. 13.— STALLIONS AND MARES OF 
ALL WORK. 

The number pf horses entered under this class, was much smaller 
than was desirable ; consequently there was but little competition. 
Their general appearance was quite favorable. 

A stallion colt, offered for exhibition, (not entered for a premium,) 
by Albert Huxter, was deemed worthy of special notice. 

The committee, after a careful examination, made the following 
awards: 

4 
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No. 8. — ^To Isaac Morse, of Litchfield, for the best two year 

old stallion colt, $8 

** 41 . — ^To B. H. Andrews, of Waterbarj, for the second 

best stallion, two years old, . • • . 6 

« 93.— To E. C. Spencer, of New Hartford, for the best 

stallion, one year old, 6 

** 11. — To Ira Swiss, of Meriden, for the second best stall- 
ion, one year old, •...,,. 4 

«< 150.— To E. & J. E. Booth, of Trumbull, for the best mare, 

two years old, 8 

« 82^— To Theophilus Smith, of Bethany, for the second 

best mare, two years old, 6 

*^ 151.— To E. & J. E. Booth, of Trumbull, for the best mare, 

one year old, • . ^ 6 

«* 128.— To Robbins Battell, of Norfolk, for the second best 

mare, one year old, 4 

Respectfully submitted. 

JNO. M'CLELLAN, Jr., ) 

G. G. GILBERT, y Committee. 

NELSON NEWTON, ) 



COMMITTEE NO. 14— DRAUGHT STALLIONS AND 
MARES WITH FOALS. 

The Committee on draught stallions and mares with foals at foot, 
having attended to their duties, respectfully report : 

Owing to removals from the list presented to that of other commit- 
tees, we were left with but eight animals for premium. 
We have awarded to Newell Minor, of Canton, the first pre- 
mium for a draught stallion, . . . • • * $20 
To Brainard & Co., of Portland, the second, ... 15 

To Henry Olmsted, of East Hartford, the third, . . .10 
To Newell Minor, of Canton, for a mare and colt, a discretionary 

premium of fourteen dollars. 
Also to Isaac Dickerman, of New Haven, a discretionary premium 
of six dollars, for a mare and colt. 
All which is respectfully submitted by your committee. 

M. LYMAN, Chairman, 
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COMMITTEE NO. 15.— DRAUGHT STALLIONS AND 
MARES THREE YEARS OLD. 

The Committee on Draught Stallions and Mares of three years old, 
have attended to that dutj, and have to observe : That no stallions 
were presented, and one good specimen of dmught is a fiUj. Your 
committee award the society's 

Ist premium to H. T. Gaylord, Cheshire, .... $15 
2d do. T. L. Hart, West Cornwall, . . . 10 

3d do, Charles Parker, Washington, . . . .8 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

R. SHERMAN PRESCOTT, ) ^ 

R. M. ABBE, \ ^^^^»^^«<^- 

New Haten, Oct. 1% 1854. 



COMMITTEE NO, 16.— DRAUGHT STALLIONS AND 
MARES, TWO YEARS OLD. 

The Committee on Draught Stallions and Mares of two years, hav- 
ing attended to their duties, beg leave to report : 

That they award to Newel Johnson, of New Haven, the premium 
of $6, for stallion. 

To Hamilton brothers, of West Hartford, the owners of a fine 
yearling colt, of large size and of great promise, they award the first 
premium of $6. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

FRANCIS W. COWLES, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 17.— MATCHED HORSES. 

The Committee on Matched Horses for carriage or road, and on 
Matched Horses for draught or farm, report : 

That there were entered for exhibition, thirty- five pairs in alL 
Twenty-eight pair of matched horses for carriage or road, and seven 
pair of matched horses, for draught or farm. 

The committee found a large number of the matched horses pre- 
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sented to them of a superior character, and it was not without diffi- 
culty that the committee decided which pair of horses was entitled 
to the first premium. There were several pair of matched mares 
that commended themselves highly to the committee. One pair of 
most excellent horses were found to be owned out of the state. The 
committee decided that of the horses for carriage or road, a pair of 
bay horses, owned by M. H. Griffin, of Middletown, were entitled to 
the first premium of $15. 

A pair of horses owned by Sidney Pinney, of Hartford, were enti- 
tled to the second premium of $10. 

A paij* of mares owned by Walter Booth, of Meriden^ were entitled 
to the third premium of $8. 

The committee were much pleased with a pair of horses entered 
by L. B. Miller, of Great Barrington, Mass., and would recommend 
a discretionary premium of $8. 

The committee decided, that of the horses for draught or farm, one 
pair in the Portland team, owned by Brainard & Co., were entitled to 
the first premium of $15. 

That two pair of black horses, owned by Samuel French, of Water- 
bury, were entitled to the second and third premiums of $10 and $8. 

Five pair were presented in one team from Portland, owned by 
Brainard & Co., large and noble animals, and two pair in one tean^ 
owned by Samuel French, of Waterbury, well matched in color and 
size, and very excellent horses in every respect. 

All which is respectfully submitted. In behalf of the committee, 

THOMAS COWLES, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 18.— GELDINGS AND MARES. 

The Committee on Gildings and Mares would report : That they 
have found it necessary, from the very large number of entries, to 
appoint a sub-committee to inspect the mares. Judge H. B. Mun- 
son, of Seymour, the chairman, will therefore make to the society a 
separate report. 

Owing to the want of a proper understanding on the part of those 
who had animals to exhibit, the committee found it impossible to look 
over all that were entered, and they regret that very many highly 
meritorious animals were not examined. 

The horses presented, were generally of a very excellent quality, 
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some of very great merit as roadsters and family Jiorses, and others, . 
for their high speed as trotting horses. 

The committee presuming tliat the object of the society was to 
encourage more particularly, the horse of aU worh^ have selected for 
premiums the horses of that class, and have awarded the 
1st premium, bay gelding. No. 163, five years old, Samuel 

Thompson, New Haven, • . . $6 

2d do. bay gelding, No. 171, eight years old, John 

Brockett, North Haven, . . . . 4 
dd do. bay gelding, No. 100, seven years old, James 

Reed, Middletown, . . . • . 3 
In addition, they would recommend to the society the following 
discretionary premiums on young horses : 
Ist premium. No. 186, bay gelding, owned by Matthew Smith, 

New Haven, $ 

2d do. No. 142, bay gelding, owned by G. H. Welton, 

Waterbury, . ... . . . 4 

3d do. No. 60, gray gelding, owned t)y R. Goodrich, 

Portland, 3 

Trotting Horses. 

To the trotting stallion, Morgan, owned by Mr. Morrell, the com- 
mittee award their high approbation of his speed and power, he having 
made the best time of any of the horses exhibited. He will be refc- 
ommended by another committee for a discretionary premium. 

To the yellow bay gelding. No. 202, 'entered by B. Montague, of 
Middletown, a horse of much promise, Ist premium, $6, five years 
old ; time, one mile 3 min. 3 sec. 

Second premium, $4, to No. 94, years old, owned by Mr. 
Sherwood, Bridgeport ; time, 2 min. 59 sec. 

Third premium, $3, sorrel pacer, No. 96, owned by L. H. Fost, 
of Southington ; time 3 min. 9 sec. 

The last horse was distinguished for the spirit and style of his 
gait, uncommon in a pacing horse. 

In conclusion, the committee would express their high gratifica- 
tion at the spirit and interest manifested by the exhibitors, and of the 
very great merit of the stock of this class upon the ground, and they 
doubt not, that at the next State Fair, there may be anticipated a 
much larger number of entries even, than on the present occasion. 
They would therefore respectfully suggest to the society, the expe* 
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. diency of sub-dividing No. 18, of Class No. 2, Geldings and Mares^ 
under the heads of Roadsters or Horses of all Work, again sub-di- 
viding this class into one of Horses over, and one, horses under five 
years old, and another of Trotting Horses. 

All of which is respectfully submitted by your committee. 

CHARLES R. ALSOP, Chairman. 

SUB-COMMITTEE NO. 18. — MABES. 

The Sub-Committee of Class 2, No. 18, respectfully report : That 
they have performed the duties assigned them, and do award for the 
best mare, the first premium to No. 3, a chesnut or sorrel Morgan 
mare, five years old, entered by Anthony C. Strong, of Woodbury, $6. 

We award the second premium for the second best mare, to No. 
152, a dark colored or black Messenger mare, six years old, entered 
by L. Goodwin, of Wethersfield, $4. 

We award the third premium for the third best mare exhibited, to 
No. 84, a bay mare entere4 by Mr. Sherwood, of Bridgeport, $3. 

Your committee have had some difficulty in coming to a conclu- 
sion as to the award of the second and third premiums, owing to the 
different purposes for which mares of this class were adapted. A 
number of truly fine animals were entered for competition, amongst 
others, a large brown mare seven years old. No. 27, a most perfect 
animal, entered by Margaret Osborn. Also, a bay mare. No. 133, 
entered by Mr. Oliver Rice, of New Haven, an excellent animal for 
general use. Also, a brown mare. No. 116, entered by Mr. Asa 
Wetmore, of Meriden, a well-formed and hardy animal for service. 

Your committee would recommend that these last named, be 
awarded a diploma, or some other mark of distinction, if consistent 
with the arrangements of this society. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Per order of the committee, 

H. B. MUNSON, CAatVwian. 
New Havek, Oct. 12, 1854. 



committj:e no. i9.— mules. 

Committee No. 19, ask leave to report that they have discharged 
the duty assigned them, and have awarded to Elias Bishop, of New 
Haven, the following premiums, viz.: 
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For the best pair of three year old mules, the first premium of $10 

For second best pair, 8 

For third best pair, 6 

P. T. Barnum, No. 149, for the best jack, ... 10 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

MERIT W. BARNES, Watertown, aiatrman, 
ISAAC DICKERMAN, New Haven, 
HENRY JUDD, Watertown. 



OX,A.88 III. 

COMMITTEE NO. 20.— MERINO SHEEP. 

The Committee on Merino Sheep, have attended to the duties of 
their office and would report : That there were only two competitors 
for premiums on merino sheep, but all that were offered, were of 
very superior quality, combining excellence of form, hardiness and 
unmistakable signs of/ abundant wooliness, and of a superior quality, 
being firm and very even. 

The committee regretted that they could not award premiums to 
each lot, as in their opinion they were all deserving. 

They award the first premium on bucks to L. & A. Whiting, of 
Torrington, 88. 

The second and third premium to Greorge Campbell, of West 
Westminster, Vt., $10. 

For the best five ewes, the first to George Campbell, of Vermont, 
88. 

The second best to L, & A. Whiting, Torrington, $6. 

The third best to Greorge Campbell, of Vermont, $4. 

There was but one pen of lambs offered, but they were very fine, 
belonging to L. & A. Whiting, of Torrington. We therefore award 
them the first premium, 85. 

Your committee would also recommend a gratuity of four dollars, 
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for a pen of five ewes, offered by the said Whitings ; also, the same 
sum for a remarkably fine buck lamb, bj the Messrs. Whiting. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, by 

EDWARD SPALDIN G, /or ^A« Committee. 



COMMITTEE NO. 21.— SAXONY SHEEP. 

The Committee on Saxony Sheep ask leave to report: That 
Stanley Griswold, of Torringford, was the only competitor in this 
class of sheep, and in the estimation of the committee, the qualities 
of the stock offered, entitle the exhibitor to the following premiums: 

For the best buck, $8 

For the best pen ewes, 8 

do. do. lambs, 5 

For the second best pen lambs, 4 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

SANFORD BUCKLAND, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 22.— MIDDLE WOOL SHEEP. 

The Committee on Middle Wool Sheep, in the performance of the 
duties assigned them, regret to find but two entries in this class of 
useful and beautiful animals. 

The two lots examined have not, in the opinion of the committee, 
attained to the highest degree of perfection, of which their nature 
is capable. 

The committee award to T. S. Gold, of West Cornwall, the third 
premium on bucks, $4 ; and also the first on lambs, $6. 

JOHN T. ANDREW, 
RUFUS MATTHEWSON, 
EDWARD NORTON. 
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COMMITTEE NO. 23.— LONG WOOLED SHEEP. 

Of late years, sheep husbandry has not received that attention 
which its importance demands. The reasons- are many and strong, 
why it should receive more. Much of our land is better adapted to 
the keeping of sheep than of any other kind of stock. Upon sandy 
soils where neat cattle or horses would starve, or at best resemble 
Pharaoh's lean kine, sheep would thrive, and in fact, keep in better 
health and condition than in more luxuriant pastures. For such 
soils, sheep are the only profitable stock. And why should we, as 
we now do, import wool to the amount of millions annually, while 
land is as plenty and cheap in this country as it now is, and our soil 
and climate so well adapted to the raising of sheep. But the New 
England farmer, in the vicinity of our cities and manufacturing vil- 
lages, to derive the greatest amount of profit from sheep-growing, 
must look to the fiesh as well as the wool of his sheep. 

In raising fine wool, perhaps the Connecticut farmer can not com- 
pete with the wool-grower on richer and cheaper land further from 
market. 

The question then comes up. What kind of sheep shall we breed ? 
The original coarse wooled sheep, which prevailed in this country 
previous to the introduction of merinos, have, except in grade sheep, 
become extinct. But there has been imported several varieties of 
long and middle wooled sheep which are infinitely superior animals, 
coming to maturity early, of beautiful and compact forms, of hardy 
and vigorous constitutions, large, and easily fattened, affording mut- 
ton of rare and unequaled flavor, and yielding a heavy fleece of 
wool, of a quality suitable for most uses. 

Your committee believe that the class of sheep which it is their 
duty to inspect, are, taking into account their wool and flesh, the most 
profitable sheep for the Connecticut farmer. Having examined with 
care the sheep presented, belonging to Class 3, No. 23, and after 
taking into consideration their size, figure, appearance of hardihood, 
quantity and quality of wool, make the following award, viz.: 

To John T. Andrew, of West Cornwall, for the best buck, $8 

To George C. Hitchcock, of New Preston, for second best buck, 6 

To Bennett R. Peck, for third best buck, . . • . 4 

To D. F. Smith, of Cornwall, for the best pen of five ewes, 8 

To George C. Hitchcock, for the second best do., . • 6 
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To Oliver Rice, of Meriden, for the third best do. . $4 

To George C. Hitchcock, for the best pen of five lambs, . 5 

To D. F. Smith, for the second best do. do. . 4 

Your committee would recommend a third premium for five lambs, 
to T. L. Hart, of West Cornwall, of $2. 

They would also recommend to John T. Andrew, for the excel* 
lence of his Oxfordshire ewe and twin lambs, a premium of $4. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

R. S. MATHEWSON, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 24.— GRADE AND NATIVE SHEEP. 

The Committee on Grade and Native Sheep respectfully report 
the following awards of premiums : 

To Thelus Todd, of Northford, on one pen of ten native ewes, the 
first premium of $8. This lot of excellent sheep were obtained in 
Canada, weighing one hundred and fifteen pounds each, and have 
been owned by Mr. Todd over one year. They were fed with some 
grain last winter. From forty-eight ewes were produced sixty-two 
lambs last spring. If now living, they would average one hundred 
pounds each. At the rate of ^\q cents per pound, at five months 
old, they would yield the owner five hundred dollars. 

To Thelus Todd, the first premium on one pen six lambs, grades, 
$5. Also, the second premium on one pen five lambs, grades, $4. 
The lambs are a cross of long-wooled and native sheep. All the 
above animals were fed with grain for two weeks previous to the 
exhibition. 

To Beril P. Smith, of Woodbridge, a discretionary premium of $8, 
on one pen of four superior fat sheep, having an aggregate .weight of 
six hundred and ninety pounds. 

To Josiah P. Isbell, of Milford, the second premium for a pen of 
five ewes. This was a very creditable lot of sheep. 

It is thought best in this connection, to state, that the numbers of 
sheep under the above classes, on the ground, are entirely unworthy 
of the state, and the liberal premiums offered by your society. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

EDWARD CALLEN, 

W. H. SEYMOUR, \- Judges. 

FRANCIS W. COWLES, 
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COMMITTEE NO. 25.— SUFFOLK SWINE. 

The Committee on Suffolk Swine, report as follows : 

That they have examined three Suffolk boars, three Suffolk sows, 
and two litters of pigs. 

The committee do not find any premium offered for pigs ; but on 
account of the excellence of a litter of pigs presented by Henry 
Olmsted, of East Hartford, the committee award him a premium 
of $6. 

Three boars were shown to the committee, two owned by P. T. 
Barnum, and one owned by Wm. E. Gates, of Hartford. The com- 
mittee found the boar of P. T. Barnum, No. 148, and the boar of 
Wm. E. Gates, No. 48, to be both most excellent animals, and it was 
somewhat difficult to decide which was the most meritorious. Both 
bad the peculiar excellences of the Suffolks in a high degree. A 
majority of the committee, however, gave a preference for the boar 
of P. 't. Barnum, and it was decided that he was entitled to the 

1st premium, $8 

2d do. Wm. E. Gates, . ^ . . . . 6 

8d do. P. T. Barnum, .4 

The sows were next examined by your committee. They found 

them all of excellent quality, and awarded the premiums as follows : 

No. 194, P. T. Barnum, fii-st premium, . . . . $8 

" 90, Henry Olmsted, second premium, ... 6 

" 124, S. A. Bunnell, of Seymour, third premium, . . 4 

All wKich is respectfully submitted, on the part of the committee, 
KNEELAND DOWNS, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 26.— SWINE. 

The Committee on other breeds of Hogs, than Suffolks, have at- 
tended to their duties, and report : — That only seven numbers were 
entered on the books of the society, and only four could be found that 
came within the committee's limits for premiums, on the grounds. 
They have awarded and recommended the following premiunis : 
No. 91, owned by S. E. Chapman, of East Hartford, a sow with 

three pigs, the first premium of ' . • . • $12 



Digitized by 



Google 



52 

No. 8, owned by J. T. Isbell, of Milford, sow with twelve pig?, 

the second premium of . . . • • • $10 
** 9, owned by J. T. Isbell, a breeding sow, the second pre- 
mium of 6 

First premium not awarded. 

Of boars, only one entered of the requisite age, and the committee 
did not think him deserving a premium. One other boar was entered 
as nine months old, but hearing that the owner claimed a mistake in 
the entry and on the card, and that nineteen months was the age of 
the hog, and as he possessed good points, the committee recommend 
a gratuity of $4. 

The committee also recommend a gratuity of $7, to Jason Warner, 
of Orange, for seven fat hogs, all of one litter ; one having died in 
consequence of driving to the grounds. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 

GEORGE A. PAINE, Chairman. 
New Haven, Oct. 12, 1854. 



COMMITTEE NO. 27.— POULTRY. 

The Committee appointed to award premiums upon the various 
kinds of Poultry exhibited, would submit the following : 

For the largest and best Collection of Povltry. 
Ist premium, P. T. Bamum, Bridgeport, . . . . $10 
His collection consisted of eighteen varieties, including some very 
rare specimens of black and white swans, geese, Muscovy and top- 
knot ducks, white turkeys, golden and silver pheasants, speckled 
dorkings and other varieties of pure stock. 

Second best Collection of Povltry, 

Wm. L. "Wilson, New Britain, $5 

He exhibited nine varieties of choice and well-bred fowls, embra- 
cing Seabright and African bantams, of superior stock ; also, Chitta- 
gongs, of large size, together with Yankee white frizzled fowls. 

For the best Chittagongs. 

F. W. Cowles, Farmington, . $2 

These fowls were well formed and in good condition. 
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Second best Chittagongs, 

R. R. Bunnell, Seymour, $1 

This pair is very large and h§avy, and of good proportions. , 

For the best Bed Shanghai:^. 
Enos Bassettj Hamden, . . . • • . • • $2 
These fowls were not long legged, but well marked, and built 
tquare. 

Second best Red Shanghais, 

J. C. Albro, Stonington, $1 

Best Shanghaisy of other colors, 

George E. Maltby, Fair Haven, |2 

Who also deserves a complimentary notice for a good variety of 
other fowls. 

Best Black Shanghais* 
S. Austin, Plainfield, . . . . • . ... $2 
Very splendid fowls. 

Second best Polands. 
S. Austin, Plainfield, . . $1 

Spanish^ second best trio, black, 

B. Stiles, New Haven, $1 

George B. Montague, of New London county, exhibited a trio of 
young black Spanish, worthy of notice. 

Dorkings, best trio, white. 

R. R. Bunnell, of Seymour, $2 

Well marked with ten toes, finely built, and very white plumage. 

Second best white Dorking, 
B. Brocket, of North Haven, • $1 

Bolton Grays. 

Best trio, J. S. Newton, Woodbridge, f 2 

There were many others ef pure stock exhibited, but were in bad 
condition, owing to the season of the year. 

Bantams. 
Best African, John Peck, New Haven, . . . . • $2 
Second best, George Frecker, New Haven, • • • 1 
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T\irheys. 
Second best, Hoadlej Bray, Fair Haven, • • • . $1 

'Ducks. 
Best pair, Solomon Porter, Hartford, $2 

A very large coop of fine white Muscovy ducks. 
Second best, J. C. Albro, Stonington, $1 

We would recommend, that whereas the game and pheasant fowls 
are styled very desirable varieties, and are bred with much interest, 
a premium of $5 be appropriated to Winifield Coe, of Meriden, who 
has exhibited a very large collection, in good order, of choice games. 

Also, would recommend an appropriation of $2, to W. L. Smith, 
of Northford, for the best single pair of Ebon games. 

English Golden Pheasants^ or Red Caps, 
Exhibited by R. R. Bunnell, are noted for good plumage, large red 

combs, and as everlasting layers. 

We should do injustice not to notice the six varieties of beautiful 

doves, and the cage of Canaries, as bred and shown by Enos Bassett, 

of Hamden, Conn. 

Rabbits. 

The long-eared rabbits, owned by A. P. Munne, and the Maltese, 
exhibited by Wm. C. Taylor, added no little attraction to our depart- 
ment. 

A curiosity, owned by M. F. Bunnell, New Haven, called the 
South American Hare, from Brazil, was looked upon with much 
interest. 

One pair of Ferrets, exhibited by H. Colley, was placed in our 
departmc^nt. If we are to judge them, we should say, a poultry fan- 
cier could well dispense with this animal from his poultry yard. 
Respectfully yours, 

JOHN G. NORTH, ) 

VIRGIL CORNISH, }• Committee. 

JOHN T. ANDRE^\,) 

John G. North exhibited a fine collection of fowls, consisting of 

eleven varieties ; and the majority of the committee have awarded 

to him the first premium on turkeys, Spanish fowl, Polands, and the 

second on Bolton grays ; with commendatory notice of his silver 

' pheasants. But owing to the gentleman's position as chairman of 
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the committee, the above collection was by him withdrawn from 
competition, and all the above named premiums magnanimously pre- 
sented to the society. 

JOHN T. ANDREW, 
VIRGIL CORNISH. 



CL^SS IV. 

COMMITTEE NO. 28.— PLOWING. 

The Committee on Plowing, beg leave to make the following 
report, and award premiums as follows : 

Julius A. Gorham, Hamden, 1st premium, $16. Team of horses. 
Ruggles, Nourse, Mason & Go's plow, No. 73^. Time, twenty- 
five minutes. 

T. L. Hart, West Cornwall, 2d premium, $12. Team of horses. 
Ruggles, Nourse, Mason & Co's plow. No. 73 J. Time, thirty-five 
minutes. 

Augustus Hamilton, Hartford, 3d premium, $10. Team of oxen. 
Prouty & Mears' plow. Time, forty-two minutes. 

A. & S. Jerome, Bloomfield, 4th premium, $8. Team of oxen. 
Prouty & Mears' plow. No. 154. Time, thirty-six minutes. 

Benajah Ives, Cheshire, 5th premium, $6. Team of horses. 
Ruggles, Nourse, Mason & Co's plow, No. 73J. Time, thirty- 
eight minutes. 

Charles Hubbard, Middletown, discretionary, $8. Team of oxen. 
Ruggles, Nourse, Mason & Co*s Michigan plow, No. 83. Time, 
thirty-six minutes. 

Hamilton Brothers, Hartford, premium, $10. Team of oxen, on 
Michigan plow, Prouty & Mears', ten inches. Time, forty-five 
minutes. 

Moses F. Pelton, Portland, premium, $10. Team of oxen. Mich- 
igan swivel plow, Ruggles, Nourse, Mason & Co., No. 33. Time, 
fifty minutes. 
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Solomon Mead, New Haven, Eli Dickerman, Hamden; subsoil 
plowing, $10. Team of oxen. RuggleB, Nourse, Mason Sc Co's 
plow, No. 94. Time, forty minutes. 

A. E. Todd, minor. New Britain, $6. Team of oxen. Ruggles, 
Nourse, Mason & Co's plow, No. 66. Time, forty-five minutes. 

AUGUSTUS MEAD,) 

G. J. GILBERT, V Committee. 

PAINE, ) 

Marcus D. F. Smith, discretionary, $8 ; awarded and paid by the 
President on evidence submitted since the above report was pre- 
sented — not from the funds of the society. 

S. H. HUNTINGTON, President. 



COMMITTEE NO. 29— FARM IMPLEMENTS. 

The Committee on Farm Implements, having attended to the 
duties assigned to them, respectfully submit the following report, as a 
list of articles entitled to the several premiums of the society, com- 
prised on our list : 

Munson & Johnson, New Haven, best Harrow, . . . $2 

do. do. ^ do. best Mowing Machine, 15 

do. do. do. best Cultivator, ... 3 

do. do. do. best Hay Cutter, • . 5 

do. do. do. best Fanning Mill, • . 5 

do. do. do. best Drill Barrow, • 3 

do. do. do. best Vegetable Cutter, . 3 

do. do. do. best Plow Flat Furrow, 7^, 8 

do. do. do. best Plow Lap do. 20, 8 

do. do. do. best Plow Stubble, 32, . 3 

R. L. Allen, New York, best Cob Crusher, . . 5 

do. do. best Horse Rake, . . 3 

do. do. best Ox Yoke, . . .2 

do. do. best Corn Sheller, . . 3 

do. do. best Subsoil Plow, . . 3 

Heath & Co., Ithaca, N. Y., best Straw and Stalk Cutter, 5 

H. Baldwin, Washington, best Clover Hulling Machine, . 5 

H. L. Emery, New York, best Horse Power, ... 10 

do. do. best Threshing Machine, . .10 
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D. S. Stuart, South Deerfield, best Seed Planter, . . S5 

Charles Bostwick, New Haven, best Harness, ... 4 

Smith, Doolittle & Co., New Haven, best Carriage, . . 5 

Our attention was called to the Improved Hog Pen, invented by 
R. M. Abbe, of Enfield, which, we think, may be a very good thing ; 
but no premium was offered by the society for that article. 

Also to a double swivel Plow, No. 85, which the committee were 
of the opinion would, for all kinds of plowing, do the work the best 
of any plow on the ground ; but having none of the plows tested by 
actual use, can judge of them only from description and appearance. 

Some of the articles on our list we withheld premiums from, as not 
in our opinion entitled to a premium, for want of competition. 

All which is respectfully submitted by 

HENRY L. STEWART, ) 

JOHN R. WILCOX, y Committee. 

ELIAKIM HOUGH, ) 



COMMITTEE NO. 30.— FARM IMPLEMENTS. 

The Committee on Farm Implements, Class IV., No. 30, beg leave 
to submit the following report : We have examined carefully all the 
articles entered on the list given to us, and award premiums as foU 
lows : 

No. 40, best dozen axes, Munson & Johnson, ... $3 

180, best chum, do. do., . . 3 

139, second best chum, R. L. Allen, ... 2 

135, best cheese press, do., ... 3 

60, half dozen manure forks, Munson & Johnson, . 2 

182, grain cradle, do. do. 1 

78, half dozen scythes, (New London,) Munson & Johnson, 2 

35, do. do. (Kimball's,) do. « do., 1 

193, scythe snaths, (patent,) Munson & Johnson, . 2 

67, iron snaths, do. do., . 1 

29, best half dozen shovels, do. do., . 2 

174, second best do. do. Ames Shovel Co., . 1 

184, half dozen spades, Munson & Johnson, . • 2 

38, do. hoes, do. do., . . 2 

5 
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In addition to the above list, the committee would recommend for 
premium the following articles : 

First, a horse hoe, Nourse & Mason, No. 69, as an article of merit, 
designed to serve an important end in lessening the labor of raising 
hoed crops. 

Also, two machines, No. 188 and 189, designed ibr covering and 
hoeing potatoes. 

There were several meat cutters exhibited, but the committee gave 
the preference to the iron one. No. 198. The wood meat cutter, No. 
2, is a good article and deserves notice. 

No. 183, one and a half dozen spading forks; a model for a farm 
gate. No. 95, and a green-house engine. No. 216, are each good arti. 
cles, and well calculated, in the judgment of the committee, to answer 
useful ends. 

There is a patent ladder. No. 141, which is one of the most sim- 
ple and useful thmgs that can be found in the way of ladders. 

The above articles we judge to be valuable, and feel that we shall 
subserve important public interests by calling attention to them. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

WILLIAM B. CURTISS, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO, 31.^BUTTER. 

The Judges on Butter Dairy beg leave to report : That they 
have attended to their duties. There were presented for inspection 
sixteen samples of butter. Two had no written statement of the 
process of manufacture, and therefore could not be examined for 
premium. After a careful examination, the judges were unanimous 
in awarding the premiums as follows : 

1st premium, John T. Norton, Farmington, . . . $15 

2d do. D. W. Grant, Bloomfield, .... 10 
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3d premium, W. Pl«mb, Middletown, . . . . $8 

4th do. Levi Curtiss, Bristol, .... 5 

There were two samples only, of June made butter entered, neither 
of which were judged worthy of a premium, and none was awarded. 

The written statement of each person to whom a premium is 
awarded, is appended to the report, and it is hoped will be published 
for the benefit of buttet-makers. 

After the judges had decided on the premiums, the list of entries 
was examined, to ascertain from what counties the butter was entered. 
New Haven county, two samples were entered. 



Hartford county, 


three 


do. 


Litchfield county. 


five 


do. 


Fairfield county, 


two 


do. 


Windham county, 


two 


do. 


Middlesex county. 


one 


do. 


New London county, 


one 


do. 


Tolland county. 


one 


do. 



It is hoped that a more general interest will be felt on the import- 
ance of supplying our markets with good butter. For this purpose, 
our dairy-men in all parts of the state should be encouraged to enter 
samples for premium. 

The committee would suggest that on spring made butter, May 
and June be included in the time, and that while the premiums 
should remain the same, the quantity of butter required be reduced 
to twelve pounds instead of twenty -five pounds. 

The object is to ascertain the best method of making and prepar- 
ing butter to keep well. The tl*ial can be made on twelve pounds as 
well as twenty-five pounds ; and a smaller quantity might induce more 
persons to make the trial, and thus information could be obtained. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

• A. SAVAGE, Hartford, \ 

J. N. HARRIS, New London, I Judges. 
P. SCARBOROUGH, Brooklti^, j 

Twenty -Jive pounds Butter entered hy John T* Norton, of Farmington. 

This butter was churned on the ninth inst. The milk is kept in 
the ordinary tin pans, each pan being filled about half full. The pans 
are placed on low tables, raised about one foot from the floor, allowing 
a free circulation of air all around them. The milk-room is a well« 
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drained, well-yentilated cellar, witb a stone or cement floor. Xhe 
cream when taken off, and until ready to chum, is kept in stone pots 
on the floor of the cellar. The butter is separated from the milk by 
working in water, and working with a wooden spat, and the best 
ground rock salt is used. The butter made in this dairy, being in- 
tended for immediate consumption, it is salted to suit the taste of the 
consumers. The temperature of the cellar is kept as nearly uniform 
as possible, by ice in summer and a small air-tight stove in cold 
weather. The utmost neatness is observed in the cellar and uten- 
sils. Nothing is kept in the cellar besides the milk and butter. 

Bloomfield, Oct. 9, 1854. 
To the Committee on the Dairy ^ of the State Agricultural Society: 

The butter that I offer for a premium was made within the last 
five days. I use one pound of salt to twenty pounds of butter, of the 
best ground rock salt. After the churning, the buttermilk is worked 
out partly with a ladle, and the salt mixed with the butter. After 
standing twenty-four hours, the salt will be incorporated with the 
butter ; it is then worked in my butter-worker. If the butter is hard, 
as it should be, once working will take out all the buttermilk, if 
not I work it twice. My butter-worker is a great assistance. It is 
simple in its construction, with a marble bottom, which is cool in 
summer and easily kept clean, with a lever about three feet long, two 
and a half inches wide, by one inch thick. 

I keep fifteen cows. This enables me to churn every day, (Sun- 
days excepted.) The cream is kept in my well, and if it is not cool 
enough, I add ice while churning. In order to make good butter, 
the cream must be at a temperature between fifty and sixty degrees 
at the time the butter comes. 

My butter is kept in a vault dug in the bottom of my cellar. I 
find this is better than to keep it on ice. When butter gets cold 
and hard on ice, it becomes very soft when exposed to a warm atmos- 
phere. 

My pastures are extra good. When cows are kept in poor pas- 
tures and the grass is wanting, they are forced to eat what injures 
the taste of the butter. 

Cleanliness, I need not say, is important in every department. 

My dairy room is entirely devoted to that object, is cool and well 
ventilated. A free circulation of air makes the cream and butter 
both yellow. 
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When the butter is worked the last time, it is weighed on scales, 
and three pounds put in each ball, and placed as you see it, on small 
boards. This enables the buyers to deliver it to their customers in 
good shape to cut from for the table. 

Yours, respectfully, 

D. W. Grant. 

MiDDLETOWN, Oct 9, 1854. 
To the Connecticut State Agncvltural Society: 

Gentlemen : Having entered for premium twenty-five pounds 
butter, I will here in conformity to your rules state : The cows were 
fed exclusively on grass pastiires ; the milk put in tin pans, the depth 
of milk in the pans, two to two and a half inches ; the cream taken 
off before the milk soured, churned and worked by hand immediately, 
putting one ounce of salt or a trifie over, to each pound of butter ; set 
in a cool place or cellar twenty-four hours, then worked for the last 
time. 

The butter is made of pure cream and salt. 

The butter was made October 5, 1864, by Mrs. William Plumb. 
To the Committee on Dairy Produce, Grain and Vegetables, &c., 
Philemon Hoadley, Chairman. 

This is to certify that this butter was made the first week in Oc- 
tober, 1854. The process of making was as follows : The milk care- 
fully strained into pans ; the cream taken off before the milk sours, 
and buttermilk carefully separated. Dairy salt sufficient to preserve 
it From twenty-six to thirty pounds. 

Levi. Curtis, Bristol. 



COMMITTEE NO. 32.— CHEESE. 

The Committee on Cheese, ask leave to report : That they have ex- 
amined with much care, the various lots of cheese submitted to their 
inspection, and have awarded the following premiums, viz. : 

For the best fifty pounds of cheese, one year old, a premium of 
$10, to Harley Morse, Litchfield. , 

Second premium of $8 to T. L. Hart, West Cornwall. 

For the best fifty pounds of new cheese, a premium of $15, to 
Charles Mathewson, Pomfret. 
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Second premium of $10 to lot No. 124, George B. Mathewson, 
Pomfret. 

Third premium of $8 to Charles Osgood, Pomfret. 

Fourth premium of $5 to Joseph Gilbert, Pomfret 

Discretionary premium of $2 to Philip Scarborough, Brooklyn, 
do. do. of $2 to Henry Sanford, Bethany, lot 

No. 176. 

Discretionary premium of $2 to T. L. Hart, West Cornwall. 

The committee would further say, that in deciding as to whom the 
highest premiums should be awarded, they have found considerable 
difficulty, th*e difference in the quality being so slight as to be scarcely 
perceptible either to the eye or to the taste. 

The committee take pleasure in stating that the ent.ii*e lot of cheese 
exhibited is highly creditable to the skill of the makers, and they 
would express their confident hope and belief that the quantity will 
be greatly increased at the next annual exhibition. 
, Accompanying this report will be found the directions for the 
making of all the different lots, except lot No. 129, which for some 
cause unknown to the committee, has not come into their hands. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

MERIT W. BARNES, Watebtown. 
NATHAN H. CHANDLER, Pomfret. 
GREEN KENDRICK, Waterburt. 

Lots Not. 230 and 131. 

The old cheese offered for inspection at the State Fair, was made 
in September last, and consequently, is one year old. It was made en- * 
tirely of new milk.. In one half of the milk, was put a solution ex- 
pressed from the pounded leaves of corn and sage, and it is called sage 
cheese. In all other respects it was made in the ordinary way. It is 
believed that better cheese can be made in September than any other 
month in the year. 

The new cheese was made in June, entirely of new milk. A curd 
was made at night and another in the morning. Both were put 
together and cured in the ordinary way. 

West Cornwall, Oct. 5, 1854. 

Lot No. 121. 
The milk is set at night in a tub and cooled by straining it In 
the morning, take off the cream which has risen and pour it through 
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the strainer with the warm milk ; if tke temperature is too I0W9 add 
boiling water. Stir in the rennet, thoroughly, and let it stand tiU 
sufficiently hard to cut smoothly, and then cross it with a long knife. 
Stir the whole mass gently; dip off the whey that rises, heat it 
moderately, and pour it back, stirring it to equalize the temperature. 
Repea;t this process till the curd is separated from the whey, then 
drain and salt, allowing an ounce to a pound. 

Chables Mathewson. 

Lot No. 124. 

This specimen of cheese was made in the month of July. With- 
out attempting to go through a description of the whole process of 
cheese-making, we will mention a few particulars which we consider 
important. 

As soon as the milk is placed ip the tub at night, the rennet is 
added. The curd is then checked finely, and allowed to stand until 
morning. The whey is then dipped off and the curd carefully re- 
moved to a cheese basket. The morning's milk is then placed in the 
tub and brought to a curd. When the whey has been removed until 
the two curds are of a similar consistency, they are placed together 
in the tub, finely cut and scalded with heated whey. When the curd 
is sufficiently dried to be ready for the hoop, it is salted at the rate of 
from a third to a half ounce of Liverpool fine salt, to a pound of 
cheese, after it is taken from press, according to the dryness of the 
curd. 

The dairy-room should be well ventilated, and together witji all 
its furniture, perfectly clean. 

The plan of setting the milk at night, is considered important, be- 
cause in this way the cream is all retained in the cheese, which can 
not be done as perfectly in any other way. 

George B. Mathewson. 

Lot No. 123. — Mode of. Manufacture. 
The night's milk set in a cool room, from which the cream in the 
morning, is taken, relaxed in warm water and t^gain applied to the 
tub with the morning's milk and as much rennet as will turn the 
milk moderately to curd, thence cheeking the curd and reducing the 
whey by dipping down to one-third of its first quantity, thence scald- 
ing the curd with whey one hour, applying moderately at ninety-five 
degrees of temperature, thence draining and thoroughly cooling by 
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atmosphere, and salting with blown salt, two-fifths of an ounce to a 
pound of curd. Press from twenty-four to fortj-eight hours. 
Dress with lard and a litttle annotto. 

Joseph Gilbert. 

Cheete from the Dairy of Mr. and Mrt. Philip Scarborough, 
The milk is taken from the cows and strained into the tub at ni^ht. 
A tin cooler, fiUed with cold water and changed when it becomes 
warm, b set in the milk. Morning's milk is added, rennet enough 
stirred in to bring it in about half an hour. Cut it up ; let it remain 
thus a few minutes, then with the greatest care, break the curd with a 
skimmer, bringing the curd from the bottom to the top as soon as pos- 
sible. When the clear whey separates, take off two pails of it (from 
a cheese made from about forty gallons of milk) and heat it till a 
whiteness rises upon the surface. During the heating of the whey, 
the curd is broken fine and Tcry even, then all the whey that can he 
taken off without pressing the curd, is cast off and the heated whey 
gradually added, stirring constantly, so as to equalize the heat Let 
it scald from forty to sixty minutes, occasionally stirring it up that it 
may not settle into a solid mass. Then throw off the whey, take 
the curd into a basket to cool and drain ; keep it loose and firm, 
with care not to press it until it is dry and cold, and salt it in about 
the proportion of three ounces of salt to one pound of cheese ; pressed 
in Kendall's patent press, turned into a dry cloth during the day and 
taken to the dairy house the following morning, turned and rubbed 
every day after. 

Mas. Caboline Scabbobough. 



COMMITTEE NO. 33.— HONEY, TALLOW, WAX, &c. 

The Committee on Honey, Tallow, Wax, &c, have awarded the 
following premiums : 

Best sample of bayberry tallow, to E. S. Smith, of Bethany, $2. 
Best sample of wax, to John H. Sherwood, of Fairfield, $2. 
Best sample of Honey of fifty pounds, to Henry Eddy, of North 
Bridgewater, Mass., $3. 

Second best sample of ten pounds, to D. T>. Ives, of Hamden, $2. 

E. B. WEBSTER, Chairman. 
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COMMITTEE NO. 34.— GRAIN AND SEEDS. 

The Committee on Grain and Seeds, respectfully report the follow- 
ing awards of premiums : 

1st premium, J. S. Linslej, Nortbford, one barrel Com, . $3 
2d do. Jeriah P. Isbell, Milford, do. do. . . 2 

1st do. J. S. Linsley, Northford, do. Buckwheat, 2 

1st do. do. do. one bushel China Beans, 2 

2d do. Gibbs Gilbert, Hamden, do. do. 1 

1st do. J. T. Hubbell, Hamden, one barrel Rye, . . 3 
2d do. George R. Whiting, New Haven, do. • . 2 

Ist do. Daniel Smith, East Haven, one barrel Wheat, 3 

2d do. D. S. Fowler, do. do. do. 2 

1st do. Munson & Johnson, N. Haven, one barrel Barley, 2 
1st do. do. do. do. one bushel Clover Seed, 2 

2d do. do. do. do. do. do. 1 

1st do. do. do. do. one bbl. Man'owfat Peas, 2 

1st do. do. do. do. one bushel Timothy Seed, 2 

2d do. do. do. do. do. do. 1 

1st do. do. do. do one barrel Oats, • 3 

2d do. do. do. do do. do. . .2 

Charles N. Beecher, China Beans, discretionary, ... 2 
Gibbs Gilbert, Hamden, Barley, second premium, . . .1 
Your committee, in addition to the above, would state that there 
were a number of articles offered for premiums, that would have 
taken them had the quantity been sufficient to come up to the rules. 
They would mention, in particular, one bushel of wheat and one or 
two parcels of com. There were no hops offered. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

GURDON CHAPMAN,) 

S. HINCKLEY, y Committee. 

W. B. JOHNSON, ) 



COMMITTEE NO. 35.— VEGETABLES- 

The Committee on Vegetables, report the following premiums : 
Ist premium, Orlitz Brown, Orange, Celery, . • . .92 
2d do. do. do. Cabbages, . • • 1 
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Gibbs Gilbert, Hamden, Potatoes, • . • $1 

D, D. IveSi Hamden, Shamrock Potatoes, . 2 

Rufus N. Leete, Guilford, Onions, ... 2 

Wm. L. Wilson, New Britain, Com, . . 1 

Andrew Holford, New Haven, Parsnips, . . 2 

do. do. Beets, . . 2 
Hayden F. Ladd, North Haven, twelve Pumpkins, 2 

Robert T. Miner, Cornwall, Beets, . . 1 

H. N. Warner, North Haven, eight Cabbages, 2 

George Atwater, Hamden, Squashes, . . 1 

Munson & Johnson, New Haven, Squashes, . 2 

Peter H. Ashton, Middletown, Cauliflowers, 1 

do. do. Carrots, . . 2 

do. do. Parsnips, . 1 
do. do. Broccoli Cabbages, 1 

Robert Meachen, New Haven, Carrots, . 1 

Julius A. Grorham, Hamden, Yellow Turnips, . 1 

Chauncey Goodyear, New Haven, Pumpkins^ 1 

Sackett G. Benham, White Tui'nips, ." . 2 

Solomon Mead, New Haven, Tomatoes, * . 1 
James Fellowes, New Haven, test and greatest variety of veg- 
etables, . . . . • . . . . 10 

P. H. Ashton, Broccoli, first premium, 2 
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CLA.88 VI. 

COMMITTEE NO. 36.— SILK MANUFACTURES. 

The Committee on Silk Manufactures respectfully report : 
1st premium, Mrs. Dr. Elton, Watertown, best Silk Ho^e, $2 

2d do. R. A. Ely, Bloomfield, second do. do. . 1 

The above premiums we have awarded, as we think, justly. 



es. 



L S. feLY, Norwich, 1 r t, 

JOHN H. COLE Y, Jr., New' Haven, j'^*^ 
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COMMITTEE NO. 37.— HOUSEHOLD MANUFACTURES. 

The appointed Judges on Household Manufactures, have carefully 

examined the articles assigned to them under the ahove heading, and 

would declare premiums on the following articles : 

No. 22, second best Rag Carpet, Rev. S. Dayton, New Haven, $8 

24, best Linen Table Cover, Mrs. Dr. Elton, Watertown, 2 

26, Table Linen and Toweling, Isaa^: Brown, Fair Haven, 2 

46, two braided Rag Carpets, Joseph Booth, New Haven, 4 

62, one pair Hose, Levi Coe, Middletown, . . 1 

63, best pair Woolen Yarn Mitlens, Levi Coe, Middletown, 1 

64, do* do. Fringe Mittens, do. do. 2 
56, best ten yards Linen, Joel Shelton, Huntington, 5 
75, best Carpet, 28 J yards, Henry Miner, Wolcott, 10 
78, one pair 2d bast Woolen Stockings, Mrs. C. Beecher, 

Woodbridge, 1 

78, one pair Cotton Stockings, Mrs. C. Beecher, Wood- 

bridge, 1 

79, twenty-four yards Carpet, Sterling Bradley, Hamden, 6 
88, one pound second best Linen Thread, Hervey Morse, 

Litchfield, 1 

134, one pair Mittens, John Sherwood, Fairfield, • . 1 

137, best Shirt, Miss Emily Gordon, New Haven, • 2 

142, one Rag Rug, C. H. Perry, Watertown, . . 2 

143, one pair best Linen Stockings, Mrs. Wm. Wadsworth, 

New Haven, 2 

147, best Woolen Yarn, Thomas Stiles, Salisbury, . 3 

D. T. BISHOP, ) 

JAMES B.WUITCOMBS Committee. 

JONATHAN SKINNER, \ 



-COMMITTEE NO. 38.— COTTON AND WOOLEN GOODS. 

The Committee on Cotton and Woolen Goods, respectfully report : 
That they have attended to the duties assigned them, and have 
awarded diplomas as follows : 

No. 1, Pieces of fine Brown Shirting, manufactured by Williams- 
ville Company. 
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No. 8, Pieces of fine Shirting, bleached, manufactured by TVil- 
liamsville Company. 

1 38, Wrappers and Drawers, by Wolcottville Company. 

126, Merino Wrappers, by Plainville Company. 

150, Carpetings, four specimens, by Hartford Company. 

140, do. three do. by Greenville Company. 

Your committee desire to express their regret, that so few of the 
important articles named in this class were found on exhibition. Eight 
entries only were made at the time of our examination. The diffi- 
culty in judging of the real merits of these few specimens, compared 
with the many thousands which are wrought in our state every day, 
must be apparent to all. The above articles, however, whether the 
best which could have been produced or not, are well worthy of con- 
sideratiop. They were all made of the best material, and prepared 
in a style and taste which we think would do credit to any state, as 
well as to the enterprising and skillful manufacturers. The speci- 
mens of shirtings made by the Williamsville Company, at Killingly, 
exceed anything of the kind ever brought to the notice of either of 
this committee ; and in their opinion, it may well be doubted whether 
an article superior to this is manufactured in the United States. 

Your committee would further say, that while Connecticut seems 
literally dotted over with manufactories, producing all the varieties 
of articles which are embraced in this list, except perhaps broad- 
cloths, it is regretted that so few in number have found their way to 
this fair. It is believed that our state, in its production of this class 
of goods, will compare favorably with any in the Union. In fact, so 
far as quality may come into the account, it is confidently asserted, 
that many of the best kinds of domestic goods now ofiered in our 
Atlantic cities, are made in Connecticut 

While it is gratifying to know these facts, the people of our state 
should be made to feel them. And it is doubtful whether better 
means could be devised, to inspire our citizens with that laudably 
ambition so necessary for the accomplishment of great and good pur- 
poses, and arouse the inventive skill which already characterizes our 
people, than the annual collection of the various specimens of manu- 
facture, where they can be unfolded to the gaze of the thousands 
who come to witness them. 

Believing that the manufacturing interest id now one of the great- 
est sources of wealth and prosperity which we possess, and not the 
least among its blessings, is that it gives profitable employment to a 
very large class of our laboring citizens, your committee, in conclu- 
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Bion, beg leave to express the hope, that the society will adopt some 
means to present the subject to all the manufacturers within the 
state, and induce them, if possible, one and all, to bring forward 
their fabrics, and exhibit them at everj future State Fair. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

H. HAMMOND, AcHng Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 39.— NEEDLE WORK. 

Your committee report that they have awarded the first premium 
for Fancy Needle Work, of eight dollars, to Mrs. C. S. Simons, of 
.Bridgeport, for one worked Chemisette and one worked Linen Lawn 
Handkerchief. Of this class of work we would report as worthy of 
special notice. 

Two worked Collars, by Miss Susan Dikeman, New Haven. 
One crochet Collar, by Miss Cornelia Robinson, do. 
One worked Skirt, by Miss Ellen Williams, Hartford. ^ 
Two worked double Capes, by Mrs. David Lord, Salisbury. 
The second premium of five dollars to Miss E. Newbury, of Brook- 
lyn, for a picture in worsted needle work, " Joseph interpreting Pha- 
raoh's Dream;" "Washington," by Miss Abby Lyman, Goshen, and 
"Joe Anderson," by Mrs. A. A.Thompson, New Haven. 

A Fire Screen, by Mrs. Lucius R. Finch, New Haven, and an 
Embroidered Chair, by Miss Elizabeth Buckingham, were all beau- 
tiful specimens of the same class of work. 

The third premium of two dollars, to Miss Mary L. Buck, of New 
Haven, for two worked Ottomans. Of this class of raised worsted 
work, fine samples were exhibited by 

Mrs. Henry Mallory, Fair Haven, two Ottomans. 
Miss Eliza Field, Madison, one Mat. 
Miss H. M. Bradley, New Haven, two Mats. 
Miss C. L Blakesly, do. one Mat. 

1st premium for best Embroidery, to Mrs. A. A. Thompson, 

New Haven, one embroidered Cape, . . $3 
2d do. Mrs. Henry Lines, New Haven, for one embroid- 
ered Table Spread, 2 

Mrs. Rev. A. Savage exhibited a beautifully embroidered black 
Lace Veil. 
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Mrs. Benjamin SiUiman, Jr., a Shawl elegantly embroidered in silk. 
Mrs. Stephen Trowbridge, Litchfield, one Table Cover. 
Mrs. Hind, New Haven, one case Children's and other Clothing, em- 
broidered in silk. 
1st premium for best Comfortable, to Mrs. Henry Coe,. Middle- 
town, $2 

Best white quilted Counterpane, Mrs. Bichard Lord, Lyme, 3 

Best patch-work Quilt, Mrs. C. W. Moseman, Bridgeport, 2 

The display of quilts, of all kinds, by the ladies, could not b^ sur- 
passed ; most of them showing originality and taste in the designs, 
and great skill and neatness in the execution. As your committee 
were limited in number and amount to the premiums awarded above, 
they can not close their report without special mention of a portion of 
the most prominent objects in this line. Among the most interest- 
ing was an embroidered bed-spread and curtain, worked about the 
year 1700, by Mrs. Ruth Norton, of Berlin, great-grandmother of 
Dr. Charles Hooker, of New Haven. And those exhibited by 
the following ladies, were unsurpassed even by the premium quilts : 
One white quilted Counterpane, by Mrs. Dr. C. Hooker, N. Haven. 
One do. do. do. do. E. C. Chandler, do. 

One do. do. do. do. Dr. H. Moody, do. 

One do. do. do. do. Nathan Booth, Cheshire. 

One patch-work Quilt, do. Hiram Weed, N. Haven. 

One Silk Velvet do. by Miss Lucy Rossiter, North Guilford. 

One do. do. Mrs. Seth Calhoun, N. Haven. 

One do. do. Mrs. George P. Cook, do. 

One do. do. Miss Laura W. Mills, W. Hartford^ 

Three do. do. Mrs. Julius Curtis, Hartford. 

Many beautiful knit Quilts were exhibited. Some of the most 
noticeable were made and exhibited by Mrs. Phebe Stiles, Harriet 
Ford, and Mrs. R. H. Wells, of New Haven ; Mrs. C. M'Knight, 
Guilford, and Mrs. H. I. Turner, of New York. 

GEORGE B. MATHEWSON, Pomfkbt,) 

JAMES B. HOSMER, Hartford, }• Committee. 

O. S. WINCHESTER, New Haven, ) 
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COMMITTEE NO. 40.— MILLINEBT. 

The Judges of Class VI., No. 40, beg leave to report, that after 
due examination we would recommend that the first premium for 
best Straw Bonnets, be awarded to Flagg & Baldwin, of Milford, on 
Case No. 68, containing superior split straw and hair blond Bon- 
nets, $5. 

That the first premium on Silk Bonnets, be awarded to T. B. Car- 
penter, of New Haven, on Case No. 10, containing elegant and rich 
Dress Hats, which in design, workmanship and material, do credit to 
the establishment from which thej are exhibited, $5. 

That the second premium on Silk Hats, can be fairly claimed by 
Miss Emmons, of Norwich, on one Dress Hat, No. 146, in which 
rich material and superior workmanship combined, have produced a 
hat which ladies will without doubt call " a Love," $3. 

And we would further beg leave to call attention to a case of old 
Bonnets, bleached and pressed at Carpenter's Millinery Establish- 
ment at New Haven, George W. Godfrey, bleacher, which show 
conclusively that old bonnets can be made to look nearly equal to 
new. 

We would also call attention to a beautiful assortment of Cloaks 
and Talmas, exhibited by Henry G. Mygatt, of New Haven. 

Also to Embroidered Cloaks and Dress Goods, exhibited by 
Nathan T. Johnson, of New Haven. 

We would recommend a premium to Mr. Carpenter, for bleaching 
Bonnets, and to Mr. Mygatt for a rich display of Ladies' Cloaks. 
W. R. HITCHCOCK, Noewich. 
THOMAS O. CHAMBERS, Newtown. 



COMMITTEE NO. 41. 



Committee No. 41 having performed the duty assigned them, report 
as follows : 

From the various articles demanding their attention, they have 
selected the following as worthy of notice, and have awarded premi- 
ums as stated below. 

To Stiles C. Smith, South Britain, for variety of Shears, . $S 

6. G. Baldwin, Fair Haven, for one Tower Clock, • , 10 
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To C. & J. Brockell, New Haven, for Plated Ware, . . $10 
Albert L. Baboock, Agent, New Haven, Coach Trimmings, 5 
Aagnstns Parker, Westville, for Shears and Scissors, . 2 

Jerome Manafactaring Co^ N. Haven, for best Marine Clock, 5 
do. do. do. do. Pendulum do. 5 

C. ic J. Brockell, N. Haven, for best Mathematical Inst'menls, 5 
do. do. do. do. Carriage Bands, • 3 

Wallace & Sons, Ansonia, for best machine-made Chain, 5 

Russell & Cowles, N. Haven, for best Plated Ware and 

Carriage Trimmings, 5 

All which is respectfhllj submitted. 

GREEN KENDRICK, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 42.— WOODEN WARE. 

The Committee on Wooden Ware, &c., have the honor to report 
as follows : 

No. 20, best lot of Barrels, WyllisDickerman, Westville, $3 

122, do. Butter Firkins, do. do. 3 

141, do. Baskets, Edward C. Allen, Meriden, 2 

No Pails, Tubs, Willow-ware or Wooden Bowls, were entered for 

competition. 

H. S. SANFORD, Chaimum. 



COMMITTEE NO. 43.— LEATHER. 

The Judges having thoroughly and critically examined the small 
supply of articles on which they were appointed to pass, hereby 
respectfully report, and award premiums as follows : 
Ist premium, to the Waterbury Leather Manufacturing Co., 
S. D. Northway, Agent, for best exhibition of dressed 
sheep, goat, and calf skins, for bookbinding, . . $5 

2d do. to Levi Shephard & Sons, Norfolk, for second best ex- 
hibition of dressed calf and sheep skins, for bookbinding, 3 
3d do. to Norfolk Leather Manufacturing Co., third best exhi- 

bitk>n c^ dressed sheep skins, for bookbinding . . 2 
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Ist premium to William Smith, West Cornwall, for best and only 

exhibition of dressed yellow Buckskin, . . . $3 

let do. to John Beers, West Cornwall, for best and only exhi- 
bition of buckskin Gloves and Mittens, ... 8 

2d do. to L. K. Perrin, Quinebaug, for only exhibition of 

children and youth's Leather Shoes, . • . 3 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

R. CHAPMAN, Chairman. 
New Haven, Oct. 12, 1854. 



COMMITTEE NO. 44.— HATS, CAPS AND FURS. 

In the Hat, Cap and Fur line, the Judges report, that after a care- 
ful examination of the articles assigned us, we have unanimously 
awarded the first premium to the exhibiters, Messrs. P. N. Collins & 
Co., 160 Chapel street. New Haven, for the greatest variety, light- 
ness, beauty of shape and most tastefully arranged goods in this 
department Among them we noticed two Fur Capes, which re- 
ceived much, attention from the ladies; also, one Hat, called the 
" Bridal Hat," No. 60, and^we concluded almost any young lady would 
be excusable for assuming the ^^ matrimonial yoke," for the honor of 
becoming "partnership owner" of the article. But our space will 
not allow us to speak fully of the Riding Hats for gentlaaen and 
ladies, boys' and infants' Hats, Caps, Sec, 

Best lot of Hats, ....... $5 

do. do. Caps, «.••.... 3 

do. do. Furs, quality and style, m 6 

No. 2. To G. S. & H. W. Mansfield, No. 137 Chapel street, 
New Haven, the second premium is awarded on Hats, Caps and 
Furs. 

On Hat^, $2 

Caps, 2 

Furs, .3 

No. 69. To Flagg & Baldwin, manufacturers of Straw Groods, 
Milford, Conn., we award the first premium on one case assorted 
Straw goods, consisting of Grentlemen's Panama and Leghorn Hats, 
Ladies' Riding Hats, and Children's Fancy Braids, which for excel* 

6 
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lence of quality and taste displayed in trimming, far surpassed anj*- 
thing before exhibited. 

Best lot of Panama and Straw Hats, • ... 95 

SMITH COLLINS, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 46. 



Committee No. 46, having performed the duty assigned them, beg 
leave to report, that in the list of articles embraced in Class VI., No. 
46, they find nothing requiring special notice except a Bathing Tub 
and Fixtures, set down in said list as No. 29, which the committee 
are informed was, by a subsequent arrangement, transferred to Com- 
mittee No. 47, and stricken from No. 46. 

All which is respectfully submitted. By order of the Committee, 
GREEN KENDRICK, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 47.— STOVES. ' 

The Committee on Stoves, beg leave to report : — That they have 
attended to the duties assigned them. 

They have awarded a premium of ten dollars for the best Cook 
Stove, to E. Arnold, for the Bay State, No. 109. 

Best Cooking Range, premium of ten dollars, to Beecher & Win- 
ship, No. 28. * 

Also, best House Furnace, Beecher & Winship, premium of ten 
dollars. No. 28. 

The committee found entered in their list, a Bathing Tub and 
Shower Bath, of most excellent workmanship, and award a premium 
of three dollars to Beecher & Winship. 

Also a Marble Wash Stand, of great beauty and elegance of finish, 
for which they award a premium of three dollars to Beecher & 
Winship. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 



H. BALDWIN, > r 
DAVID COOK, / ^^^^^^^^^* 
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COMMITTEE NO. 48.— PAPER. 

The Judges on several qualities of Paper, regret to be obliged to 
report, that no specimens 0/ any kind were offered, either for pre- 
mium or exhibition. 

Respectfully submitted, 

H. PECK, Ohairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 49.— TAILOR'S WORK. 

The Committee on Tailor's Work, award to Mr. S. C. Peck, of 
New Haven, the second premium of ^^ve dollars, it being the only suit 
of Clothes presented for exhibition. 

S. TROWBRIDGE, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 50— VARIETIES OF FRUIT. 

Your Committee on Varieties of Fruit, Class VII., No. 50, having 
attended to the duty assigned them, beg leave to report : That only 
' two entries were made under this number ; but they are happy to 
say, that they were of a character in variety, quantity and quality, 
highly commendable to the exhibiters ; yet your committee regret 
very much that there were no more competitors for the awards of 
this division. 

Mr. Hovey, of Massachusetts, (the Prince of Pears,) presented 
one hundred and seventy-five varieties, many of which stand at the 
head of that class of fruit. Among these varieties were many which 
bear seedling characters, and have not yet established a reputation 
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for good qualities with the amateurs in this Fomological department, 
but yet are worthy of honorable mention before this large assembly, 
viz., the Sheldon, Buerr^, Sterckman, Vesouziere, Grand Soliel, 
Adams and Swan's Orange. 

From the same gentleman was exhibited a specimen of the North- 
ern Spy Apple. It is a handsome fruit, fair exterior, and of good 
size, showing that it can be fruited in New England. Also from the 
same gentleman was a specimen of the Concord Grape. This is a 
fruit of medium size and good flavor, ripening three weeks earlier 
than the Isabella, which should recommend it to the attention of the 
vine cultivators. 

To Mr. Hovey we award the premium of . . . . $15 

The next in order which we have to speak of, is from Mr. Charles 
Dickerman, of New Haven, which consists of forty-nine varieties, 
some of them remarkably fine specimens. Two new varieties which 
we would particularly notice, viz,, the Beurr^ Superfine, and Jalousie 
Fontanella Mundie. 

To Mr Dickerman we award the premium ot . . . $15 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JAMES B. WHITCOMB, ) p,^ .,,,, 
JESSE ELY, ^ Committee. 



COMMITTEE NO. 51.— APFLES. 

The Committee on Apples submit the following report: 
Jarvis Case, Canton, largest variety, 1st premium, . ► $8 

Nathaniel H, Chandler, Pomfret, 2d do., . . 5 

T. L. Hart, West Cornwall, 3d do., . . 3 

Norman Kellogg, West Hartford, best half bushel Bhode 

Island Greening, 1 

Solomon Porter, Hartford, best half bushel Baldwin, 1 

J. McLellan, Woodstock, do. Roxbury Russet, 1 

James B. Whitcomb, Brooklyn, do. Cogswell Pearmain, 1 

Nathaniel H. Chandler, Pomfret, do. Spitzenberg, 1 

do. do. do. Bock Apple, 1 

do. do. do. Chandler Sweeting, 1 

do. do, do. Black Gillifiower, 1 

Solomon Portei:, Hartford, do. English Gt)lden Russet, 1 

do. do. do. Pennock's Red Winter, 1 
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George Atwater, Hamden, best half bushel Pippins, • . $1 
N. H. Chandler, Pomfret, do. Tommy Lyon Sweeting, 1 

E. Coe, Middletown, Seedling Progress Apple, Ist premium, 5 
L. Hurlbut, Winchester, Seedling Hurlbut, 2d do. 4 

Jno. McLellan, Woodstock, do. McLellan Apple, 3d do. 3 
T. S Gold, West Cornwall, seedling apples, 4th do. 2 

Solomon Porter, Hartford, apples, (discretionary premium,) 2 

There was one other seedling, thought unworthy of a premium. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

BENAJAH IVES, 
T. H. TOTTEN, 
PERRIN SCARBOROUGH. 



COMMITTEE NO. 52.— PEARS. 

The Judges on Pears, Class VII., No. 52, beg leave to report: 
That for the " best and largest variety of pears, two each," they have 
awarded the first premium of $8 to Charles B. Lines of New Haven. 

For the second best and largest variety of the same, they have 
awarded the premium of ^5 to Charles Beers, of New Haven ; and 
for the third best and largest variety of the same, they have awarded 
the premium of $3 to Solomon Porter, of Hartford. 

The premium of 93 for the best dozen of pears they have awarded 
to T. S. Gold, of West Cornwall ; and the premium of ^2 for the 
second best dozen, they have awarded to Thomas H. Totten, of New 
Haven. 

The second premium of $2 for a seedling pear, they have awarded 
to Eli Ives, of New Haven. 

The collection of Mr. Lines to which the first premium is awarded, 
consisted of thirty-five varieties, two specimens each, besides several 
single specimens of other varieties, and embraced many of the best 
sorts known to cultivators; and although the judges found on the 
tables a somewhat larger number of equally choice varieties from Mr. 
Charles Dickerman, of New Haven, yet as the latter were entered 
in another class, and offered for a difierent premium, the judges 
unanimously gave the first premium to Mr. Lines. 

The pears offered by Mr. Beers, to which the second premium is 
awarded, were all choice varieties, and good of their kind ; and al- 
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though there were but nine varieties of two epecimens each, yet as 
there were several single specimens of other varieties, and all very 
fine fruit, the judges were unanimous in their decision. 

The pears of Col. Porter, to which the third premium is awarded, 
consisted of many varieties, but without name. The judges, how- 
ever, recognized among them, some fair specimens of good varieties, 
and gave him the premium unanimously. 

The first premium of $3 for the best dozen, was awarded to Dr. 
Gold for a plate of the Winter Nelis variety, which were uncom- 
monly fine for that superior pear. 

The premium of 82 for the second best dozen, is awarded to Dr. 
Totten for a fine plate of Columbia pears. Several other valuable 
varieties were also presented by the same gentleman. 

The seedling pear for which the judges awarded to Dr. Ives the 
second premium of $2, is named " Ives' Seedling, No. 1," and is a 
very rich, juicy and melting pear, but of small size ; and on account 
of the latter quality, the judges did not think proper to send it forth 
with the endorsement of the State Society, as a Jirst premium pear. 
Other seedlings were exhibited, some by Dr. Ives, and some from the 
garden of the late Gov. Edwards, but as they were not sufliciently 
mature for the judges to determine their quality, no other premium 
is awarded. 

Mr. Charles Robinson, of New Haven,Rev. Mr. Eldredge, of Nor- 
folk, and Mr. Edward Norton, of Farmington, exhibited beautiful 
specimens of pears, but the number presented by them was not sufii- 
cient to entitle them to a premium. Mr. Thelus Todd, of Northford, 
also presented some good fruit ; the judges would recommend to each 
of those gentlemen, a discretionary premium of $2. 

Pears of superior excellence were exhibited by Messrs. Elihu 
Sanford, John E. Wylie, Jonathan Stoddard and A. Holford, of 
New Haven, and by others ; but as they were not entered for a pre- 
mium, they did not come under the supervision of the judges. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

S. D. PARDEE, 



A. D. LORING, Y Judges, 
E. NEWBERRY, 



New Haven, Oct. 12, 1854. 
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COMMITTEE NO. 63.— FRUITS. 

Premiums awarded on Fruits, viz, : 
No. 
.54, To Solomon Porter, on peaches, . • • » $3 

79, John T. Norton, on do., . . . • 2 

98, Dr. N. B. Ives, on quinces, .... 8 

70, Henry Warnei*, on do., 2 

15, C. B. Lines, on native grapes, .... 3 

83, Charles Beers, on do., .... 2 

66, T. S. Gold, on foreign grapes under glass, . '• 3 

1, John T. Norton, do. do., . 2 

58, J. A. Gorham, on watermelons, . ' . . . 2 

35, Bearing Dorman,on do., .... !• 

The following discretionary premiums are recommended: 

66,. T. S. Gold, on foreign grapes under glass, additional, 4 

1, J. T. Norton, on do. do. do., 3 

101, Elizur E. Clarke on do. do. discretionary, 3 

112, George Gabriel, on do. do. do., 2 

63, Joseph Eldridge, on do. do. do., 3 

18, P. H. Ashton, on do. do. do., 2 
A. Holford, on do. do. do., 3 

75, • James Harrison, on do. do. do., 2 

76, do. on Zinfindel grapes, open culture, 
discretionary, 1 

72, James Harrison, on Diana grapes, discretionary, 1 
Dr. N. B. Ives, on Isabella grapes, do., . 1 
109, T. H, Totten, on Zinfindel grapes, open culture, dis- 
cretionary, 1 

39, E. H. Bishop, on Zinfindel grapes, open culture, 

discretionary, 1 

19, C. B. Lines, on glass bowl mixed frui*> discretionary, 2 
23, S. D. Pardee, on watermelons, do., . 1 

9, Mrs. George Dudley, on dry preserved figs, do., 1 
The judges called upon to award the above premiums, beg leave to 
report, that they found no peaches exhibited worthy of the first pre- 
mium ; no plums worthy of any premium ; no nectarines worthy of 
premium ; no muskmelons worthy of a premium ; no cranberries 
worthy of any premium. 
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The fruit exhibited, with the exceptions mforesaid, we mre free to 
•y, if Tery fine, and in seTend instances, Tery superior. 

JAMES HARBISON. 
NORMAN PORTER. 
S. L BALDYTIN. 

OCTOBEB 10, 1854. 



COMMITTEE NO. 54— FLOWERS. 

The Committee on Flowers, No. 54, award the following prem- 
itms, viz,: 
.No. 
78, ToO. F. Winchester, of New Haren, "best Exhibi- 
tion of Flowers," $15 

2, J. T. Norton, of Fannington, second best collection, 8 
107, J. W. Bonnot, collection of plants, roses, carnations, &C., 5 

82, W. W. Winchester, floral design, ... 5 

83, Hiss C. Robinson, bouquet, .... 4 
65,. Mrs. James W. Falkner, Stamford, pyramid of flowers, 4 
77, David Douglass, (gardener to Miss Perry,) pyramid 

of flowers, 4 

17, Mrs. C. B. Lines, bouquet, .... 4 

100, Trowbridge & Thompson, plants and flowers, . 2 

12, Lewis Brodwell, Seymour, cactus, .... 1 
88, E. H. Bishop, pomegranate tree in fruit, . . 3 

13, Benedict Merwin, beautiful and ingenious basket of 

flowers, made of sea weeds and mosses, and at- 
ta^shed to paper, and framed, .... 4 

The articles were entered as " Frames of Sea Flowers," and thus 
came incorrectly under our inspection. 

They also recommend a gratuity to Dr. A. P. Monson, for an 
exceedingly curious and beautiful bouquet of dry grasses, foreign and 
indigenous, $5. 

Also^ for roses, (brought too late,) to Hon. A. N. Skinner, $4. 

They wish to express their gratification at the beauty of this 
portion of the Fair, considering the lateness of the season, and to 
acknowledge the reception of plants (geraniums) from W. A. Dick- 
erman \ orange trees from G. Gabriel ; dahlias and verbenas from 
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C. N. Beecber ; Braganza and Ticona Capensis from Mrs. Dev- 
erreux, and also baskets of flowers, (wbich were arranged with taste 
by a few ladies upon the stand,) from the Misses Terry, Mrs. Lines, 
William Bostwick, Mrs. Bishop, Mrs. A. S. Monson, Miss Clark, 
Miss Winchester, Miss Peck, Miss Robinson, A. Hosford and others. 
That some intimation may be given of the number of varieties, we 
would mention that in No. 2 there were 158, and in No. 65, 109 va- 
rieties, and iu other collections, no less tiian in one of those specified. 

EDWIN NEWBURY, ) ^ 

E. H. BISHOP, y .,7*' 

GEORGE GABRIEL, (by E. H. B.) ) ^*"^^* 
September 11, 1854. 



CLA.8S VIII. 

COMMITTEE NO. 56.— CROPS. 

The Executive Committee awarded a premium of $5 to T. L. 
Hart, of West Cornwall, for a crop of field Turnips. Various other 
entries in various crops were presented, but none came within the 
rules. The committee direct the publication of the report of P. T. 
Bamum, of a crop of corn raised by him, as also the report of a 
crop of com raised by Hamilton & Brothers. These entries were 
not made in season to compete for a premium. 

HENRY A. DYER, Cor. Secretary. 

Bridgeport, Nov. 15, 1854. 

Statement of the crop of Com which was presented for premium at 
the State Fair by P. T. Bamum, Esq. 

The field contained about seven acres, most of which was plowed 
in the fall of 1853. The soil was what I call a sandy loam. In the 
spring of 1854, that part which was plowed the fall previous, was well 
harrowed and about thirty ox cart loads of manure to the acre spread 
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evenly over the lot. That which was plowed in the fall was then 
cross-plowed and the remainder plowed flat. It was then made 
perfectly mellow by harrowing. 

It was marked each way, three feet ten inches apart, and planted 
between the twentieth and the twenty-fifth of May, with the common 
eight-rowed yellow corn, four grains in a hill, with the exception of 
one acre which was marked but one way, and the grains dropped one 
foot apart in the drills. 

I went through it with a cultivator twice, and the plow the last 
time. It was hoied three times. I topped the stalks when they com- 
menced turning yellow. On the seventh of August, I cut the stalks 
from a few hills to see its effects on the ears of corn, it then being 
just out of blossom. When I cut the remainder of the stalks in Sep- 
tember, I examined those which were cut early, and found them as 
good or better than the rest. 

I pulled the suckers from two rows when they were about a foot 
high, as many say they injure the main stalk. When I gathered, 
I weighed the products. The pulled gave seventy-nine pounds, the 
unpulled ninety-two pounds, thus showing that suckers do not hurt 
corn, but help it. 

I also weighed the products of two rows, side by side, one planted 
in hills, the other in a drill. The hills gave one hundred and fifty-two 
' pounds, the drill one hundred and eighty-four pounds. This shows 
that corn planted in drills, which gives each stalk an equal chance, 
will yield more, but the difference is not enough to pay for the extra 
labor. 

The yield from four acres was four hundred and forty-eight bushels 
of ears ; from one acre, one hundred an<^ twenty -four bushels of ears. 
The manure which I used was composed of one load of manure to . 
three of muck, dug from the marsh where the tide rises over it occa- 
sionally. After being made up awhile, it was turned over and a 
quantity of salt and lime mixed with it : the proportions I know not. 
The salt was first dissolved in water, and that was taken to slake the 
lime before being used. 

I think clayey sward ground for corn should be plowed in the fall, 
and not plowed again in the spring, as the frost will leave it mellow, 
and it will not bake as it is apt to do, when it is plowed in the spring. 
I could see no difference in the com, between that which was plowed 
in the fall and that which was left until spring. 

David H. Sherwood, 

Farmer for P, T. Bamum. 
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Fairfield, Fairfield County,) 
State of Connecticut. ) 

David H. Sherwood being duly sworn, says : That he measured the 
land upon which P. T. Barnum raised a crop of corn the past season ; 
the whole quantity of land is four acres, and that he harvested and 
measured four hundred and forty-eight bushels of ears of corn from 
the same. 

David H. Sueewood. 

Sworn to before me, this 23d day of December, 1854. 

John H. Sherwood, Justice of the Peace, 

Henry F. Hastings and S. F. Cone being duly sworn, say : That they 
measured the land upon which Hamilton & Brothers raised a crop 
of corn the past season, and the whole quantity of land is one acre. 

Henry Hastings. 
S. F. Cone. 

Sworn to before me, this 3d day of January, 1855. 

S. F. Cone, Justice of the Peace. 

Hamilton & Brothers, being duly sworn, say : That they raised a 
crop of corn the past season, upon the land measured by Hastings 
and Cone, and that the quantity of corn raised tliereon was 98 Jf 
bushels, lawful measure, and weighed when sold, 5,507 pounds, and 
that they were assisted in harvesting by S. Kimberly, and in weigh- 
ing by Henry Cone and the buyers, and that the statement annexed, 
subscribed by this deponent, as to the manner of cultivation, expen- 
ses, &c, is in all respects true, to the best of their knowledge and 
belief. 

Hamilton & Brothers. 

Sworn to before me this 3d day of January, 1855, at Hartford. 
Henry Francis, Justice of the Peace. 

Henry Hastings and S. F. Cone, being duly sworn, say : That they 
assisted Hamilton & Brothers in harvesting, getting out, and meas- 
uring and weighing their crop of corn, referred to in the above 
affidavits, and that the quantity of corn was as stated above. 

Henry Hastings, 
S. F. Cone. 

Sworn to before me, this 3d day of January, 1855, at Hartford. 
Henry Francis, Justice of the Peace. 
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Account of expemeM of raising the same, 
Maj 20, To twentj loads manure, . 
20, drawing and spreading, 

22, plowing, 

23, harrowing and marking, 
23, ashes and seed com, • 
23, planting, 

Jane 16, hoeing and cultivating, 
Julj 7, do. do., 

Sept. 13, cutting and stacking, • 
Oct. 18, 19, 20, to harvesting, 
Dec 9 and 16, to shelling. 



Expenses, 



Stalks, five tons, Talued at 
Com sold for 



Income, 



Profit, 



S20.00 
3.50 
2.00 
^0 
1.50 
2.00 
2.00 
2.00 
3.00 
7.00 
3.00 



$46.50 

$25.00 

91.78 

$116.78 
46.50 

$70.28 



Litchfield Countt, ss. 
N. Hart, Jr., being dulj sworn, says : That he measured the land 
upon which T. L. Hart raised a crop of field tumips the past season, 
and the whole quantity of land is fifty-three rods. 

N. Hart, Jr. 

Sworn to before me, this 23d day of December, A. D. 1854. 

Jonathan T. Norton, Justice of the Peace. 

T. L. Hart, being duly sworn, says : That he raised a crop of 
field tumips the past season, upon the land measured byN. Hart, Jr., 
and that the quantity raised thereon was 167 bushels or 504 bushels 
per acre. 

T. L. Hart. 

Sworn to before me, this 23d day of December, A. D. 1854. 

Jonathan T. Norton, Justice of the Peace. 

Horace C. Hart, being duly swom, says : That he assisted T. L. 
Hart in harvesting, getting out, and measuring his crop of field turnips. 
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referred to in the foregoing affidavits, and that the quantity of turnips 
was 167 bushels, or 504 bushels per acre, as stated in the affidavit of 
T. L. Hart. 

HOBACE C. HabT. 

Swom to before me this 23d day of December, 1854. 

Jonathan T. Nobton, Justice of the Peace, 

The quality of the land on which the above crop of field turnips 
was raised, is sandy loam. The seed was mixed with plaster and 
8own broad-cast, on the 25th of July. No manure has been applied 
for the last twenty years. 

On the first twenty-eight rods pulled, I had eighty-four bushels. 

T. L. Habt. 



COMMITTEE NO. 57 (A.)— PAINTINGS AND 
DRAWINGS. 

The Committee on Painting and Drawings, recommend the follow- 
ing premiums : 
Miss Abby Lyman, Goshen, No. 4 and 5, water-color painting 

and a crayon drawing, $G 

One crayon head. No. 109, ... . . 1 
George H. Durrie, New Haven, No. 97, oil painting, sleigh- 
ing party, 3 

William H. Morrow, New Havjen, No. 29, oil painting, 

schooner Greyhound, . . . . . . . 3 

L. W. Mallory, New Haven, No. 64, fancy crest and coach 

ornaments, »• . . . 2 

Mrs. H. N. Groodman, No. 86, one pencil drawing, . 1 
Miss H. A. Famham, New Haven, No. 79, two monochro- 
matic drawings, 1 

EDWARD NORTON, for Committee. 
New Haven, Oct. 12, 1854. 
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COMMITTEE NO. 57 (B.)— MISCELLANEOUS 
ARTICLES. 

New Haven Wheel Company, 75 sets of wheels, . 

Rollin Church, New Haven, cabinet furniture, 

Oakville Company, Green Kendrick, Waterbury, ease toilet 

pin rolls, 

Wyllis Churchill, New Haven, augers, . . . , 



Wyllfe Dickerman, do. 

Bowditch & Son, do. 

W. R. Lloyd, do. 

Jepson Raw ley & Co., do. 

Blake Brothers, do. 

Parmelee & Mix, do. 



miniature furniture, 
cabinet do., 
fire brick, 
recut files, 
house trimmings, 
engine lathe and tools. 



William N. Gesner, Fair Haven, models sailing vessels, 
Charles Bostwick, New Haven, leather trunk, 
Bronson & Brothers, Waterbury, reticules, blank books, &c., 
Hotchkiss & Son, Sharon, combination screw wrench, 
Halliday, McCray & Co., Ellington, wind mill and engine, 
S. A. Bunnell, Seymour, glass enameled door-plates, 
Connecticut Marble Company, New Haven, marble furniture, 

E. Savage, Middletown, repeating rifle, 
Richardson & Co., Litchfield, folding umbrella^ 
Lawrence & Bradley, New Haven, trotting wagons. 
New Haven Spring Company, five sets springs, 

F. G. Simpson, Waterbury, sewing machine, 
Samuel Chamberlain, New Haven, patent piano stools, 
E. Merriam, Middletown, dental instruments. 

Peck & Walter, New Britain, hardware, . . . . 
M. Stannard, South Norfolk, ox yoke and ax handles, 
Squire & Parsons, Brahford, door knobs, locks, latches, &c., 



$6 
6 



2 

1 

5 

2 

3 

2 

3 

4 

3 

6 

1 

5 

2 

4 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

5 



COMMITTEE NO. 57 (C.)— MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS. 

The Committee appointed to judge on Musical Instruments exhib- 
ited at the State Fair, having attended to the duty assigned them, 
make the following report : 
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We comniQDd to favorable notice, No. 25, the Boehm Flute, made 
by William L. Stark, of New HaveD, as not coming into competi- 
tion with any other, for a prize for superiority. Of the melodeona 
which were on competition as musical instruments, we award the first 
to No. 32, the instruments made by Goodwin & Baldwin, of this 
city, and the second to No. 72, made by C. W. Fisk, of Ansonia. 

One of the instruments of Groodwin & Baldwin, we commend as 
having a decided improvement over the common ones, in its peculiar 
construction, with tifo rows of keys and an octave of pedals, which 
give the instrument greater power, and the performer ability to 
' produce many of the effects of the organ. In our award, we have 
considered the tone of this instrument, and the promptness with which 
they answer to the fingering, and in regard to Mr. Fisk's, the equality 
of the tone and ready action of the keys. 

Of tlie pianos, we award the superiority to No. 80, exhibited by 
A. Walker, of this city, for purity and breadth of tone and quality 
and delicacy of touch, as well as beauty of construction. 

The committee have said nothing of prizes, as they have received 
no instruction as to any amount devoted to that purpose. 

ELEAZER T. FITCH,) 

E. B. BARBER, > Committee. 

J. SUMNER SMITH, ) 

New Haten, Oct. 12, 1854. 



COMmTTEE NO. 57 (D.)— MISCELLANEOUS 
ARTICLES. 

The Committee on Miscellaneous Articles report the following list 
of premiums : 
No. 

2, Lot of paper boxes, Henry Gladding, New Haven, . $3 

12, Case perfumery, R. J. Cowles, do., • 1 

15, Lot of fancy shell work, Charles J. Rae, do., . . 2 
19, Case perfumery, fifty kinds, W. W. Prescott, New Haven, 2 

21, Leather what-not, Miss E. S. Chapin, do., 2 

22, Case beautiful ornamental hair work, first premium, 

George Gardner, New Haven, .... 5 

24, Best specimen communion wine, one year old, kept 

without spirits, L. C. Hoyt, Danbury, ... 2 
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No. 
S3, Leather worfc box. Miss £. S. Chapin, Xew Haren, . $1 

49, Hair woric, family tree, Mrs. S. A. Heath, do., . 2 

50, Specimen soda mineral water, G. Harris, do., . 1 
55, Lot of whip lashes, superior qaality, J. C. Bradlej, Bethao j^, 1 
59, Case wax flowers, Mrs. C. B. Hine, Plymouth Hollow, 1 
62, Three cases staffed birds and animals, as natural as life, 

A. Pond, Bristol, 4 

C7, Case choice confectionery, Mr. Snow, New Haven, . 3 
68, Plan of ladder in two drawings. Dr. D. Brenna, New 

Haven, 2 

81, Case wax flowers, H. N. Bradley, New Haven, . 1 

84, Frame hair woi^, 6cc^ C. H. Austin, do., . . 1 

85, Buggy drawn by team of dogs, E. Spencer, Bangor, Me., 2 
88, Case and bouquet of Connecticut shells, beautiful work- 
manship, to say nothing of the motto, Mary Hickox, 
Southbury, 4 

102, Original design, coat of arms stained on marble, E. S. 

Moore, New Haven, 3 

105, Feather flowers and two shell boxes, Wm. M. Walker, 

New Haven, 1 

106, One leather what-not, (original,) Mrs. S. G. Tuttle, 

New Haven, 2 

107, Assortment teas, coffee and spices, G. Steel, New Haven, 8 
114, Beautiful fly brush, peacock feathers, Sally M. Hill, 

Madison, 2 

120, Fancy picture frames, Caroline E. Brown, Enfield, . 1 

128, Two vases feather flowers, very fine, Mrs. J. H. Cooley, 

New Haven, 3 

130, Lot of fancy soap, Mr. Thompson, New Haven, . 1 

WILLIAM P. GARDNER, CommiUet. 



COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT OF 
YALE COLLEGE. 

The Committee appointed ^ To consider the subject of patroniz- 
ing the Agricultural Department of Yale College," and to report at 
the annual meeting, beg leave to offer the following : 
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The importance of furnishing the students of Yale College and 
others, with the opportunity to pursue special branches of study, that 
the course of instruction and present facilities of the institution did 
not allow, induced the corporation in 1847, to establish a new depart- 
ment, called the Department of Philosophy and the Arts. Among 
the branches to be taught in this department, one of the most im- 
portant and generally useful, is science in its application to agriculture 
and analytical chemistry. 

The course of instruction in this department is such as to afford 
to the intelligent practical farmer, a knowledge of his business, which 
permits him to carry forward its various details, with a confidence in 
the result of his calculations, which can only grow from an intelligent 
deduction of effects from causes. He knows the results that inevit- 
ably ibllow certain combinations, and makes his plans in consonance ' 
with his knowledge, instead of pursuing blindly a course of irrational 
experiments. The institution and the public were fortunate in the 
selection of the man who first filled the position of lecturer in this 
school. Prof. John P. Norton, a man thoroughly furnished for the 
post he filled, in so f^r as ardent love for its duties, and untiring 
assiduity in their discharge, with a profound knowledge of the sciences 
to be applied, and a clear, judicious, practical ability to impart in- 
struction, could furnish a man. In his untimely death, the agricul- 
tural interest of the state and the country, suffered a loss that can 
not easily be estimated, and agricultural science laments an earnest, 
skillful seeker of her yet undeveloped mysteries. The library and 
apparatus in use at the laboratory, valued at $2,000, were bequeathed 
to the institution by Mr. Norton. He filled this chair for fiye years 
without compensation. 

In Septen^ber, 1852, on th>e decease of Mr. Norton, Mr. John A. 
Porter was appointed his successor, and now filb the chair With 
eminent ability. The number of students in attendance on this course 
of lectures has been from ten to twenty each winter, coming from 
various sections of the country. A number of these students, be- 
sides attending lectures, have also devoted themselves to the exper- 
imental study of chemistry, in its application to agriculture. Such 
is the history of this department ; and your committee are confident 
that a short statement of the objects to be accomplished by it, will 
commend it ^o the interest and patronage of all who are interested 
in agricultural improvement. Agricultural science is in its infancy ; 
but few steps, comparatively, have been taken. Theories in abund- 

7 
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ance have come and gone, bat few have been tested with the patient 
and extended experimental investigation that is needed to stamp 
them as truthful or erroneous. Progression is not made with the 
certainty and precision that is desirable. Endow this institution suffi- 
ciently to make it self-supporting, and it will suggest and superintend 
experiments, designed to determine more precisely than is yet known, 
the adaptation of particular crops to particular soils ; and of particu- 
lar fertilizers to particular crops ; also, the comparative value of 
diflferent systems of rotation. These experiments to be carried on 
with the cooperation of practical farmers throughout the state, or even 
beyond its limits, each and every experiment being carefully repeated 
in many different localities, comprising great varieties of soil, ex- 
posure, temperature, moisture, &c. Deductions made from such 
numerous experiments, carefully collated and compared, would have 
true scientific and practical value, and could be depended on. Such 
an organized system of experiment if generally pursued, would un- 
questionably do more for the cause of agriculture in ten years, than 
has been done in a century. Connected with such a system of field 
experiment, there would be much purely chemical work to be done 
in the analysis of soils, products and manures, which it would be 
the peculiar province of a department of agricultural and analytical 
chemistry to do. 

Large amounts of guano and artificial manure are every year used 
ill the state. Deception is easy, and difficult of detection. One of 
the most efficient protections against imposition that it is possible to 
obtain, is to be gained by the frequent inspection and analysis of 
articles brought to market by difierent dealers and manufacturers, by 
a reliable authority and a publication of results. Great benefit may 
thus be gained to the state through this institution. 

It is also important to investigate the causes of diseases in plants 
and to search for the remedies. 

Besides the advantages above enumerated that accrue to the pub- 
lic by the active operation of the institution we have under consider- 
tion, there are individual benefits to be obtained by students, that 
are of incalculable advantage to them, if they purpose to follow any 
avocation in life that requires for its most advantageous pursuit a 
knowledge of the principles of chemistry. To the farmer, a thor- 
ough knowledge of chemical laws is a *' sine qua non,'\ 

In this institution a man may by direct personal experiment, ob- 
tain a knowledge of the substances which enter into the composition 
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of soils, manures and plants, and by attendance upon the lectures, 
he learns the relations of science to agriculture, and gains a knowl- 
edge of the natural laws on which the growth of plants and animals 
depends, and the results of the best practice, and the latest experi- 
ments on all matters connected with agriculture. 

Your committee having thus gone over some of the advantages 
accruing to individuals and the state, from a school of agricultural 
chemistry, would respectfully submit, that an institution with so much 
to commend it, should not be suffered to languish for want of pecu- 
niary support. A gentleman interested in the success of this insti* ' 
tution, from his interest in agricultural improvement, proffers five 
thousand dollars toward the endowment of the department/ provided 
twenty thousand more are obtained within two years. 

In view of the above facts and considerations, your committee beg 
leave to 'offer the following i^esolutions. 

HENRY A. DYER, 
E. H. HYDE, 2d. 

Resolved^ That this society highly appreciates the importance of 
the Agricultural Department of Yale College, as an institution offer- 
ing great advantages for the acquisition of chemical knowledge, as 
applied to agriculture. 

Resolved, That we earnestly recommend the patronage of this 
institution to the farmers of this state, believing that by availing 
themselves of its advantages, they will elevate their social position[as 
well as secure the ability of applying their labor and capital to the 
soil, with more certainty of success and with more pecuniary profit. 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 



SEEDS. 

SELECTION AND TREATMENT. 

When we examine a field of young grain or a row of corn 
or vegetables, breaking through the soil, we notice a very 
great difference in the size and luxuriance of the various in- 
dividuals. Where the seed is sown as in the garden, of a 
uniform depth, and surrounded by like influences of soil and 
moisture, this must be attributed to the seed alone, and 
although other causes may interfere during growth, yet the 
great difference we note in the produce, is owing not a 
little to the seed which produced the individual. 

The acknowledged importance of more attention to this 
department of husbandry, warrants the use, here, of a brief 
space for its consideration. However skillfully the farmers 
or gardeners may cultivate their crops, unless their seeds are 
right, they will often fail of remunerating returns. 

The principle that "like begets like," must govern us in 
bur selection of plants from which we would gather our seeds. 
That their vitality maybe strong, the soil must be favorable, 
and the plants cultivated so as to attain their highest per- 
fection. All our grains and vegetables are in an artificial 
Condition which has been attained by cultivation, and there 
is no reason to suppose that we have reached the limit of 
perfection in any of them. The different varieties of wheat 
or of corn, must have sprung from one stock, and what was 
an accidental variation at first, has now become a fixed va- 
riety, capable of becoming more or less different from the 
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original and from other varieties, by the treatment it receives. 
Several varieties may be cultivated together until their pecu- 
liarities all disappear, as corn of various colors. Not so, 
however, with different species. Ordinarily, they may be 
cultivated together without any influence on each other. As 
wheat and rye, which are distinct species, or beets, carrots 
and onions, which are all entirely different, in ripening seed 
together, have not the least influence on each other, while if 
your seed carrots of different colors, as white, orange and 
violet, stand together, the produce will possess a gradation of 
all the colors in every variety of union. Hence, if we wish 
to continue varieties pure, our seed plants must be kept sep- 
arate ; and there are many reasons why they should be kept 
distinct Each variety has some leading characteristic by 
which it is distinguished, and which has induced its cultiva- 
tion. If it is better than another, it should be kept pure to 
prevent deterioration. Again, one kind may be particularly 
valuable for one use, and another for a different one, as sweet 
corn for the table, and field corn for a grain crop. If your 
grain is mixed, one variety may mature a few days before the 
others and be lost, or by its greater vigor and growth of straw, 
smother those that are more delicate and perhaps more val- 
uable. Yet there are some cases, where for a single season's 
crop, this rule may be dispensed with, and different sorts 
planted together, reverting again to the pure varieties for seed. 
Thus, two kinds of corn, of about the same size, planted 
together, sometimes seem at least, to yield more than if 
planted separately. Again, by planting the different varie- 
ties of melons in the same bed, you may have some ffew 
possessing the size of the common muskmelon, and the deli- 
cate flavor and sweetness of the citron or cantaloupe. But the 
seeds raised thus, are often worthless ; for the next crop gives 
mostly the small size of the latter, with the tameness of the 
former. The different kinds of turnip and cabbage seed are 
most seriously affected by being raised near each other, and 
in a garden of ordinary size, two varieties ought not to seed 
at the same time, as deterioration will most likely result 
Having chosen a variety which appears most desirable, it 
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should be encouraged to become better, by affording every 
facility toward that end. K it is a grain crop, we must en* 
courage those plants that produce the best seed and the most 
abundantly. In corn, we can select our seed from the stalks 
bearing the most ears, and although this will not insure us a 
good crop, if soil and culture are neglected, yet we are sure 
of the capacity to yield abundantly in favorable circumstances. 
The same end has been attained in the same way with the 
small grains, or more commonly by separating for use, the 
fullest and heaviest seed. While we behold the improvement 
by these means sure, although sometimes slow, we have 
much to hope from patient continuance in this practice. We 
may expect that although seed wheat or oats for example, 
raised upon good soil, properly prepared and carefully cleaned, 
may grow but little better, than from the same variety indif* 
ferently cultivated ; yet if there is any advance, and no doubt 
there is, let us keep it, and from the best of each good crop, 
try to raise better. K one weli-matured, plump kernel will 
come up stronger, with a broader leaf and more vital power, 
will not a bushel also? A healthy, hearty animal will thrive 
on the fodder that a weak and delicate one will reject, so the 
vigorous seedling penetrates and obtains support from the 
same soil upon which the weakling would starve. ~ 

The result from different sorts of seed is most perceptible 
in garden vegetables, for they undoubtedly vary most from 
their original type, and are most readily influenced by exter* 
nal circumstances. We see roots, once woody, hard and 
fibrous, acrid and burning to the taste, swelling out so as to 
weigh ten or twenty pounds, and becoming mild, agreeable, 
and nutritious. Preserve the finest beets, carrots and other 
vegetables of each variety for seed, and save only the well- 
ripened, perfect seed on each plant. Continue to select those 
most perfect in form and quality, and we see no limit to the 
improvement we may make. If only five per cent, can be ^ 
added to our crops by this care, and who will deny, that there 
is at least that difference between the produce of ordinary 
seed and the best, how easily might the starving thousands be 
filled by this increase. 
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The seed from our chosen plants should be gathered when 
fully ripe, on a bright day, and carefully dried. It may then 
be stored for preservation in paper or cloth bags in any dry 
room of ordinary temperature. If packed in tight bottles or 
sealed boxes, moisture may be given out from change in 
temperature, and there being no chance for its escape, the 
seeds will mould and be ruined. It is found that seeds 
brought from China or other distant countries, hung up in 
loose bags, retain their vegetating power, while sealed up in 
close boxes, they rarely germinate. Some few seeds require 
to be sowed immediately, or to be preserved in damp earth. 

Vitality in all seeds perishes sooner or later, depending 
upon the kind and other circumstances. Those that are of 
an oily nature become rancid in a few years, and then will 
not grow. Exclusion from air, light, moisture and extremes 
of temperature, will sometimes preserve some kinds for sev- 
eral hundred years. Thus, soil raised from a great depth, as 
in digging wells, often yields plants entirely unknown in the 
neighborhood. In some cases, advantage may be taken of 
the partial decay of the vital principle from age. Old seeds 
of the melon and squash family, produce plants less vigor- 
ous than new, yielding less vines but more fruit. In the 
rutabaga, where quantity of seed is not much object, if we 
mix that of different ages, some days will elapse after the 
new seed has sprouted, before the old appears, and one may 
escape the turnip beetle, while the other is destroyed. The 
seeds of peas may be kept with perfeqt safety for several 
years, and with this advantage, that after the first year, they 
will be free from bugs. The same end may be attained by 
.pouring boiling water upon them just before planting, and if 
all the peas in your garden are thus treated, you may be sure 
while eating the produce, that your diet is purely vegetable. 

The amateur \5^ho is curious in such matters, may multi- 
ply varieties indefinitely, by allowing the different sorts of 
the same species to ripen their seeds together, or by fertilizing 
the flowers of one plant with the pollen from another. Some 
plants raised from this seed will resemble one parent and 
some the other, while others will partake of the characters 
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of both. But few possess the discrimination or have the 
patience to select from varieties thus originated, and by con- 
tinued cultivation establish in them any fixed habits. New 
varieties of fruits are thus accidentally or designedly produced* 
As we propagate from the individual by buds or grafts, when 
a valuable variety is thus formed, it is easily rendered per- 
manent. In this field, some of the most skillful horticultur- 
ists have labored with distinguished success; yet the prob- 
lem is still unsolved of a vine or tree possessing everything 
desirable in its class. The recent experiments of Mr. J. F, 
Allen, of Salem, in hybridizing the native and foreign grape, 
have been conducted with very great care, and have been very 
successful, and much encouragement is held out to future 
experimenters in the same field. 

It is from carelessness in selecting seed plants and allowing 
them to mix, that we often hear complaints of seeds "running 
out," and the importance of "change of seed" is urged. If 
we cultivate promiscuously several kinds of potatoes, some 
of which are Temark^^b^c for productiveness in numbers, and 
others for yielding; smooth, good-sized table potatoes, shall 
we not find, if we plant each spring what have been culled 
over for the table, that in a few years our potatoes will have 
"run out," and we need to change the seed ? Or if chess is 
allowed to grow in our wheat, will not more of it be sup- 
posed to "turn to chess" until we must seek a "change of 
seed" from some more careful farmer? 

In the purchase of grass and clover seed, great care should 
be used, in obtaining that which is not only bright but clear, 
freie from any musty smell, but that which is new. Musty 
and old grass and clover seed will often vegetate, but so fee- 
ble is their vitality, that it is only under the most favorable 
circumstances, and then the plants produced are weak and 
short-lived. If it is a little too cold or wet, the old seed wiU 
decay, while the new and healthy would survive. 

Of course, the thrifty farmer needs no warning against 
sowing any wee^ls with his grain or grass. How much easier 
to keep out the daisy or thistle, than having once sowed, to 
eradicate them. A knowledge of botany here is of great 
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importance to the farmer;, for he detects at the first glance^ | 

any new plant that makes its appearance in his fields, and 
knowing its character, is prepared to deal with it according 
to its deserts. The Canada thistle, wild carrot and other 
like pests, are still confined to limited districts, but unless ^ve 
learn their character from the experience of others, before they 
are established in our own fields, we shall wage not only a 
tedious but a fruitless war against them. But the few who 
are aware of these dangers, can do but little alone, to stem 
so strong a current. The knowledge and practice must l>e 
universal. Strange that a science which would add so much 
to the happiness and profit of the farmer, whose life is spent 
among the objects of which it treats, and by whose growth 
he lives, is so sadly neglected. The study of botany should 
be introduced, without delay, into every school in the land. 

The circumstances most favorable for the germination of 
seeds, are darkness, a temperature ranging from GO deg. to 
90 deg., and a slight amount of moisture. Some seeds will 
germinate in the light, as sprinkled on the top of a moist soil, 
and their roots will penetrate it and grow as well as if buried 
beneath its surface ; as, for example, the grasses which do 
best sown on the surface or covered but slightly. In fact, all 
seeds are best planted only at sufficient depth to secure dark- 
ness and the requisite moisture, for the plant does not emit 
roots between the seed and the surface, but it is often weak- 
ened by passing through several inches of soil. One of the 
secrets of terraculture, depends upon this principle. 

Various substances existing in the soil or applied to the 
seed, as alkalies, acids or salts, operate in assisting germin- 
ation, sometimes by merely softening the hard shell which 
invests it. Steeping seeds in pure water or in some saline 
solution, as saltpeter or guano, if not made too strong, gives 
them a good start, and they come up strong and of a healthy 
color. Pour water nearly at a boiling temperature on beet 
and carrot seeds ; let them stand in a warm place, not hot, for 
thirty-six hours; then roll in plaster, ashes or super-phos- 
phate of lime, until they are fit for delivery by the seed drill; 
sow yotur field immediately after plowing ; and your plants 
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will appear before the weeds, and can be tended without 
difficulty. 

The same carelessness in the selection of seed seems to pre- 
vail among many cultivators, as is prevalent in the breeding 
of animals, and it is only by the painstaking of a few, that 
we can hope for progress. If I have succeeded in impress- 
ing upon any one the importance of this care for their own 
benefit and the good of their fellow-men ; if thus any new 
life is added to the leaven already working in the agricultural 
community, my labor will be amply repaid. I hope soon 
to see the time when all agriculturists shall be fully awake, 
not to plans of aggrandizing their own interests at the ex- 
pense of others, but to all those means by which the world 
may be rendered physically better, and their occupation more 
worthy of rational and cultivated minds. 

T. S. GOLD. 
Cream Hill, February, 1855. 



SHORT HORN CATTLE. 

Short Horn Cattle have been introduced into this state at 
difi'erent periods by difierent individuals, among whom are the 
following. 

The breeding of pure Herd Book Short Horn Cattle in 
East Windsor, was commenced about the year 1835 and 
1836, by Messrs. Henry Hudson, then mayor of thcj city of 
Hartford, as owner, and Henry Watson, of East Windsor, 
as keeper and manager of the herd. Their stock of animals 
to commence with, was obtained at great expense, of Messrs. 
Stephen Williams, Enoch Silsby, E. Hersey Derby, and 
Rodman, of the state of Massachusetts, all of whom had been 
importers of blood stock. Also, a few animals from the herd 
of the late Stephen Van Rensselaer, of Albany, N. Y., known 
throughout the country as the Patroon stock. 

The animals were all selected by Mr. Watson, with especial 
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reference to the purity of their blood; the Herd Book in all 
instances being referred to. They produced many very fine 
animals, and from this stock the Messrs. Lathrop of South 
Hadley, Mass., procured some of their animals to commence 
breeding Short Horns, a business in which they have been 
amply repaid for their enormous outlay. And Mr. Paoli 
Lathrop, an amateur judge of Short Horns, assures me that 
there never has come under his observation a herd of Short 
Horn cattle that, as a whole, manifested such purity of blood 
in all the nice points, as the herd of Messrs. Hudson and Wat- 
son. These gentlemen have long since deceased, and their 
valuable stock has been scattered in all directions. A few 
of them are retained in this vicinity, some of which are very 
remarkable for milk and butter, points which the New Eng- 
land farmers can not afford to do without. 

The farmers of this vicinity availed themselves of this val- 
uable opportunity to cross their common stock with the noble 
Short Horn; in most instances, using the pure blood male, 
each generation approaching nearer to the pure blood ; and 
the result has been all that could with reason be expected, 
as witness the number of large, well-matched, fine working 
oxen, and large, beautiful, milch cows, that are annually sold 
in Hartford county ; we are led to inquire what they proba- 
bly would have been without this cross of Short Horn blood. 
It seems to be a fact well established, that purity of blood in 
the male is of the utmost importance; for an every-day 
observation will find that nearly all of the nicer and more 
valuable cattle of the present day, were the calves from pure 
Herd Book bulls. 

The gentlemen who purchased oxen for the quarry opera- 
tions at Portland, Middlesex county, have assured'me that 
they never have seen the grade Short Horns they have pur- 
chased, excelled in the yoke for heavy draft, and in fact, after 
a trial of twenty years, it would be difficult to find a man 
who has tried them to say otherwise. 

If any man wishes to establish the principle that Short 
Horns are not good workers, can not travel, &c., they must 
go where they have not been tried in skillful hands. They 
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have become, in a great degree, the stock of the country in 
this vicinity, and nearly all fanners who expect to distinguish 
themselves by their fine stock, have become convinced they 
are the most desirable animals for practical purposes ; yet it 
is essential they should have an abundance of feed, for po 
stock look well unless they are w>ell cared for. 

It has been a prevailing idea that Short Horn cattle must, 
of necessity, be nearly all white. This has arisen from the 
fact that nearly all of the remarkably fine ones have been 
white or nearly so ; a beautiful rich roan was at one time the 
color for Short Horns. 

Red being a fashionable Yankee color, some have turned 
their attention to the production of pure blood Short Horns 
that were nearly all red, and have succeeded so as to have 
now among us about twenty head of pure bloods of both 
sexes, that are a beautiful rich red. 

In 1845, I purchased of Mr. Paoli Lathrop, before men- 
tioned, Fabius, No. 60, American Herd Book, a bull calf, 
nearly all red. I subsequently sold him to a neighbor, Mr. 
John Bissell, who exhibited him a yearling, at the Hartford 
County Cattle Show. Although there was no competition, 
the Committee on Short Horns decided that he was not 
worthy of any prepiium at their hands, notwithstanding his 
spirited owner had driven him a distance of thirteen miles* 
Mr. B. introduced him into his team when quite young, and 
no animal of his kind, of any breed whatever, could excel 
him in the yoke. He was slaughtered at seven years old in 
consequence of a bone tumor on his head. Probably no buUii^ 
Hartford county ever was the sire of so many remarkably large 
and fine oxen and milch cows as this, and such a complete 
family resemblance had they, that a sagacious eye could dis- 
tinguish them without the assistance of the owners. I have 
cited this among many instances, to show that purity of 
blood is after all, of the utmost importance, and that it is of 
some consequence that committees should be judges of pedi- 
gree, for many a lean calf of pure blood, has turned to his 
owner's account, some hundreds of dollars. It is very com- 
mon for people that know nothing of pedigree, or what tha 
term blood rnean^, to consider it all a humbug. 
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It is an idea, prevalent to some extent, that all cattle im- 
ported from England, or their descendants, are pare bloodsy 
no matter what they may have been before they were im- 
ported. This is very erroneoas, as no animal at the present 
day can be palmed off on men of common intelligence, with- 
out especial reference to either the English or American Herd 
Book. As it is not to be supposed that many are conver- 
sant with the forms used in recording the pedigree of animals 
of pure blood, or what is necessary to make them appear 
before the public as Short Horns, I will give the pedigree 
of Logan, a Short Horn bull, formerly owned by Norman 
Porter, Esq., of Berlin, Hartford county, and by him sold to 
Mr. John Bissell, of this town, but now disposed of. His 
dressed weight in one of our eastern markets, was 2,000 
pounds at ten years old. 

LooAN, 95, American Herd Book, roan, bred by Paoli La- 
throp, Esq., South Hadley Falls, Mass., calved August 19, 
1844, sired by 

North American, Na 16, A. H. B. 

Dam Louisa, by Boston, 1785, £. H. B. 

G. Dam cow Boston, by Sir Charles, 1440, da 

G. G. Dam Duchess, by Wellington, 688, do. 

G. G. G. Dam by Admiral, 41, da 

G. G. G. G. Dam by Sir Harry, ....'. 1444, do. 

G. G. G. G. G. Dam by Colonel, 1440, da 

G. G. G. G. G. G. . Dam by Son of Hubback, 310, da 

6. G. G. G. G. G. G. Dam by Hubback, . . . 319, da 

NoRTfl American, No. 116, A. H. B., red and white, 
calved June 16, 1841, sired by 

Yorkshireman, No. 189, A. H. B. 

Dam Narcissus, by Bertram, 2d, 21, da 

G. Dam Nonpareil, by Young Denton, 963, E. H. B. 

G. G. Dam Arabella, by North Star, 460, do. 

G. G. G. Dam Aurora, by Comet, 155, do. 

G. G. G. G. Dam by Henry, 891, do. 

G. G. G. G. G. Dam by Danby, .... 190, da 

Note. The letters A. H. B., refer to the American Herd Book, and E. 
H. B., to the English Herd Book. The animals are numbered in the books 
•• above. 

SAMUEL W. BARTLETT. - 

East Windsor, Feb. 19, 1855. 
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NORTH DEVONS. 

Winchester Center, Feb. 15, 1865. 
Henry A. Dyer, Esq., 

Corresponding Secretary of Connecticut Agricvltural Society : 

Dear Sir: In compliance with your request, we send 
you some account of the North Devons. We purchased 
Holkham, the first Devon bull we owned, of the late Wil- 
liam Patterson, Esq., of Maryland, in the fall of 1819. 
Holkham was sired by Torrance, dam Longhorn, which 
•with five other heifers, were sent in June, 1817, to Messrs. 
Patterson and Caton, by that celebrated agriculturist, the 
Hon. Mr. Coke, (Earl of Leicester,) of Norfolk, England. 
Holkham proved to be one of the finest Devon bulls in 
America. His descendants are at this day scattered, all 
over North America on a thousand hills, and the result 
has been a great improvement *in the breed of neat cattle. 
His direct progeny probably formed a larger family than that 
of any other bull either in Europe or America, from which 
thousands of pairs of the finest of working cattle have been 
produced , which have uniformly commanded ready sales at 
great prices. 

In 1820, the next season after purchasing Holkham, we 
procured from Mr. Caton, two full blood heifers, from the 
same stock. Fancy and Strawberry. We did not dispose of 
any full blood heifers until we had over twenty on hand 
Ten years since, we purchased of George Patterson, of Mary- 
land, two full blood heifers. Our practice, since we disposed 
of Holkham, has been to change bulls every four years, in 
order to avoid breeding in and in, which we deem of great 
importance. For the last thirty-five years we have kept little 
or no stock but Devons, reserving in all cases, none but the 
finest to breed from, and obtaining the finest bulls that could 
be procured, for sires. In 1850, we imported Albert, (re- 
corded English Herd Book, No. 2,) which took the first 
premium at our State Fair last October, whose stock is not 
surpassed, being of large size, and fine points. Two of his 
calves, Winchester, owned by Mr. Deforest, of Dover, and 
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Empire, owned by Mr. Steward, of Chatham Four Corners, 
and raised by us, took the first and second premiams for the 
best two year old Devons, at the last New York State Fair; 
and Albert, 2d, owned by Mr. Phelps, of Farmington, another 
two year old bull, took the first premium at our State Fair last 
fall, as the best two year old Devon ; and three better Devon 
bulls can not be produced either in England or America. 
We have heifers of the same age, that will compare fully 
with those bulls. 

From the experience of thirty-five years, we have no hes- 
itation in saying, that we know of no breed of cattle, with all 
of their various qualities combined, so well adapted to the 
New England and middle states more particularly, as the 
North Devons. Their hardiness and liability to thrive on 
short feed, their properties for making beef, and smallness 
of bone, a great inclination to fatten, the fine quality of their 
beef, and its unusual proportion in the most desirable poiuts, 
and their great weight, compared to size of frame. They 
possess all of the desirable qualities of the working ox, being 
remarkable for tractability, docility and activity, and to endure 
heat and fatigue. Their color, a beautiful mahogany red, has 
always been a favorite one in the northern states, especially 
for working oxen. The heifers are remarkable for the rich- 
ness of their milk, and as to quantity, are fully equal to any 
breed with w^hich we have been acquainted ; indeed, we have 
never known cows of the same age and feed that have ex- 
ceeded them. 

Permit me to give you an extract from a letter from Mr. 
Coke, of England, to Messrs. Patterson and Caton, on the 
subject of the North Devon cattle : 

" I venture to give it as my opinion, that we have no cattle 
to be compared to them in the united kingdom, /or ^nVy of 
blood, for aptitude to feed, for hardiness, as well as for the 
richness of their milk, and for work when required, as I have 
repeatedly found, by a variety of experiments on my own 
farms and elsewhere. That they may answer as well in Amer- 
ica, as they are now universally acknowledged to do in 
England, I most cordially hope, and my best wishes will be 
gratified." 
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The following remarks are from Dr. Mease, of Philadelr 
phia, who has paid much attention to various breeds, which 
have within a few years been imported into this country: 

" I can not conclude without saying a few words on the 
North Devons. The merits of this brfeed are well known 
and estimated in England; they ene good milkers^ and make 
excellent beef, and the best working oxen of any breed, walk- 
ing as fast as a horse. Lord Somerville did the plowing 
of a large farm with them. He and Mr. Congers have 
given the fullest account of their good qualities. Mr. Coke 
deserves the everlasting thanks of every true friend of agri- 
culture of the United States, for his generous present to 
Maryland, of his improved specimens of the breed ; and I 
look forward with pleasure to the time, when their descend- 
ants shall be diffused throughout the districts of the country." 

The fullest reliance may be placed on the truth of the fol- 
lowing extract, which will be readily understood and duly 
appreciated by the farmers in this country. 

" Communication, Board op Agriculture, London, Vol. 
4. Ten North Devon Cows of Mr. Congers, produ^d on an 
average, five dozen pounds of butter per week, in the summer, 
and two dozen in the winter, or in other words, 218 pounds 
per cow. His thirty cows averaged an annual income of 
£13 Us., or $60.5a cents per head." 

a & L. HURLBUT. 



ALDERNEY COWS. 



Every farmer has noticed tjie difference in the quality of 
the milk from his cows. As a general thing, the milk is com- 
paratively thin arid white, from those which are great milkers, 
and it produces no more cream than that from many more 
ordinary cows. And further, if it produces more cream, the 
butter made from it is not so compact and solid, and is often 
of a lighter colon Yet it is always desirable to have cows 
which give large quanties of milk, and honest farmers who 
8 . 
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fcare fo«»ee6ed ui t£i^ »e oftra pozzkd ia 
gvre a irood cscnior to i£«nr boizer viiAoos tae 
flf^at/^nadift. Ii k eviidest uoat we cnTe mndi tt> 
^krd u> tbe iKst ml^-giTiA^ aiad batter-Hnaking cows^ and 
Utf*: posft^'^t J of axnirinin^ ih<«e tvo qnaliar* in ooe aniinal 
mtjtk irill auo make good beef viieo ki':>A Li oar pvcs- 
e&t state of koowledge, the tiuee caa hoc be combiiied ia tiie 
bl^rbest exeeutnee, except in oocasiooal instaiieca, which can 
not be relied on as a role. 

Under the bead of bntter-niakiiig cows, aiethe AhkneySy 
whif:h are not as yet very widely known in thb comnmnitj. 
For many jeart the Aldemey cows bare been £iTOfites in 
Englaod fortbe nse of prirate families, with whom the qaan- 
titjr iA milk is not so denrable as the qnality. The licfaaeas 
of tbeir milk, the length of their milking time, their aamoal 
gentleness and their game look, hare made them ibefaskkm 
there, so that ewetj gentleman who has a Bttk btwn or fidd 
on which he can tether it, keeps an Aldemey cow. This 
lashion has crossed the water, and especially aboat oar cities, 
people begin to ask for Aldemeys for private nse. 

Boi the pore Aldemey cows can not be very widdy dis- 
tribnted for some years, becanse the snpfdy is so limited. 
They can only be fbnnd in the channel islands of Gnems^ 
and Jersey, and the best in jEact, only npon the island of Jo^ 
sey, because there they have taken the greatest pains to 
improre the breed and keep it pore. It probably originated 
in Normandy, and still retains many of the Norman charac- 
teristics. For many years past the laws have been very 
sbict tberci and no cows can be imported into Jersey from 
any qaarier, tmder a heavy penalty. Their agricnltmra^ so- 
cieties bare made great efforts to improve the paints of their 
animak and have given prizes for improvement in form and 
general excellence. D. Q. Mitchell, (Ik. Marvel), writingfrom 
Jersey in 1845, said that aboat two thousand were exported 
annually, mostly to England. He describes them as in gen- 
eral of middling, perhaps under size, << small head and neck, 
short crooked horns, clear intelligent eyes, muzzle full, encir- 
cled with white, small feet, high hip bones, heavy quarters, 
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udder full, well up behind, color yellowish brown, changing 
to deep chestnut, with frequent white spots." They are not 
necessarily of small size, but have been kept so, because it 
was the fashion to have small cows. At Welbeck, the res- 
idence of the Duke of Portland, is a herd of Alderneys, of the 
size of ordinary cows. Sir Charles Morgan, of Tredegar, 
Wales, had two fat Alderney oxen which weighed alive, 
3,340 pounds. 

Colman says that in England, the Alderneys are valued 
everywhere " mostly for their milking properties, and that not 
so much for the, quantity, as the extraordinary rich and 
creamy quality of their milk, in which they surpass all other 
breeds." " They are kept, in some proportions, at some of 
the large farm dairies, for the purpose of giving color to the 
butter and richness to the cheese." Another writer says that 
in some large establishments near London, Alderneys are 
kept in the proportion of one to seven or eight other cows, 
to give color to their milk. 

Among other statements, Colman gives several within his 
own knowledge, without extra feeding. A farmer in Hamp- 
shire, had an Alderney cow which produced fourteen pounds 
of butter per week for thirteen weeks. He had six Alderney 
cows, which together, produced fifty pounds of butter per 
week through the season. " Another farmer, whose author- 
ity is above question, assured me that from four Alderney 
cows he had made during May and June, fifty-two pounds 
of butter per week." At Welbeck, was an Alderney cow 
giving fourteen quarts of milk per day, producing fourteen 
pounds of butter per week, while an improved Short Horn, 
yielding twenty-four quarts per day, produced twelve and 
a quarter pounds in the same time. 

In a comparative trial between the Alderney and the cel- 
ebrated Kerry cows, (Journal of Royal Ag. Soc, vol. ii., 
p. 420,) for four months, the Alderney produced nearly twice 
as much cream to the same milk^ and 
3 pints of Alderney cream gave 1 lb. 8J oz. avoirdupois, of 

butter. 
3 pints of Kerry cream gave 1 lb. 4^ oz. avoirdupois, of butter. 
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A fine Alderney cow at the home of the writer, in this state, 
gave when in full milking, about fourteen quarts of milk per 
day on ordinary feed, from which fourteen pounds and six 
ounces of butter were made in a week. This is above the 
average of ordinary Alderney cows, here. 

As far as I know, all who have tried them in this country 
are much pleased with them. The Hon. Daniel Webster 
imported some fine Devons, and Ayrshires, and Alderneys, but 
placed his Alderney cow "before all others for the rich qual- 
ity of her milk ; the butter being of too deep an orange color 
to look well on the table, the milk of this cow is usually 
mixed with that of three or four others, perceptibly coloring 
the whole. The Ayrshires give more milk, however." 

On the farm above referred to, at the residence of the writer, 
we have had Alderneys for nearly three years, and they have 
given great satisfaction. Their milk can be distinguished 
from that of other cows, at some distance, and it gives a fine 
color to the milk of the whole dairy. Some butter from this 
mixed milk, which received the premium at the last State 
Fair in this state, was seriously objected to by some of the 
examining committee, because of its unusually high color, 
for the season. We have found their milk to give richness 
to the flavor of the butter and also to add to its compact- 
ness. A pound of Alderney butter is very perceptibly smaller 
than a pound of ordinary butter, owing to this last quality, 
solidity, which I am told, is peculiar to all butter made from 
cows giving very rich milk. 

We mix their milk with that of other cows, because we 
have others, and it is not convenient to keep it separate. It 
was kept apart for some time to give it a fair trial, and we 
thought the pure Alderney milk and butter superior to any 
other. 

The cows are very gentle, so that any one can manage 
them ; they will not fight either with one another or with 
other cows, and are as easily kept as any others, bearing the 
changes of our climate well. At times they have been teth- 
ered, to feed on particular spots, and have submitted very 
quietly. They give milk for a long time, almost up to the 
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time of calving, so that on the whole their average for the 
year is better than any of our other cows, although they give 
much less when in full season. Our past experience has 
decided us to increase their number for home use. 

Several gentlemen in this country have tried the Alderneys 
for some years. Perhaps Hon. Samuel Colt, of Paterson, 
N. J., has had more than any other, and he bears the same 
testimony in regard to them. Several gentlemen in Boston, 
have very fine herds of Alderneys. J. A. Taintor, Esq., of 
Hartford, has probably imported more fine animals of this 
breed than any one else. His knowledge of the stock and 
his enthusiasm in the cause, together with his acquaintance 
with the leading men on the island of Jersey, give him great 
advantages for getting the best to be found there. And as 
the supply is limited and the demand increasing, it is be- 
coming more difficult and expensive to get those of pure 
blood. 

As is always the case, where the demand is greater than 
the supply, many Alderneys are already being made to order, 
and imported from the other islands and from France, and 
sold here as the real article. Therefore, in purchasing, one 
must be as cautious as with the Devon or Durham, or any 
other of the public favorites. 

I have no doubt that many fine animals, perhaps superior 
to any others, may be obtained by and by, by crossing the 
Alderney with some of our own finest stock in this country. 

E. N. 
Farmington, Feb. 16, 1855. 



ON THE NECESSITY OF FATTENING PORK IN 
CONNECTION WITH KEEPING THE DAIRY 
AND GENERAL OPERATIONS OF THE FARM. 

Brooklyn, Feb. 24, 1855. 
Dear Sir: It must I think, be admitted that whatever 
may be the merits or demerits of the farmers of Brooklyn* 
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they cheerfully aequiesce in the abrogation of the Mosaic 
dispensation, and are not at all inclined to adopt the creed of 
Mahomet; for no people pay less heed to the injunction to 
abstain from the use of pork. I propose to consider briefly 
the present condition of the business of raising pork in this 
town, compared with its condition some fifty years since, and 
the profitableness of this branch of industry in connection 
with the other operations of farming, and some means by 
which it may be made more profitable than it now is. 

Unfortunately, the materials for the first period are not 
very abundant, and no very accurate information can be ob- 
tained. Probably the first impression of most farmers would 
be that the annual amount of pork produced in the town is 
much greater now than it was fifty years since. But I am 
satisfied that this impression is not correct From the best 
statistics which I have been able to obtain, and following to 
some extent the opinions of those of our oldest farmers and 
others, who have given some attention to such matters, I 
have come to the conclusion that there has been no material 
increase in the amount of pork produced in the town within 
the last fifty years. The quantity produced in the eastern 
part of the town is considerably increased, owing to the fer- 
tility of the soil and the ease with which it is worked, whilst , 
that in the western part has been much less, where the soil is 
less fertile, and much harder to cultivate. Consequently, a 
decrease in all agricultural productions. I give below the 
quantity of pork produced in different years, as nearly as 
I have been able to ascertain. In the winter of 1819-20, 
which may be reckoned as productive of pork as any year 
previous to that time, there were 1,130 hogs (old and young) 
slaughtered in town, which weighed 306,757 pounds. I get 
DO reliable information from that time till the year 1846, 
when partial Returns ofj what was sold amount to 240,000 
pounds. After the formation of the Brooklyn Farmers' Club, 
the amount was ascertained again pretty correctly, and in 
the winter of 1849-50, there were 303,000 pounds fattened, 
with enough more not brought into the account, to make it 
nearly or quite equal to that of the winter of 1819-20. Upon 
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the second branch of the subject, it will occur to every far- 
mer at once, that the profitableness of the business does not 
depend entirely upon the actual direct cost of the article pro- 
duced and the price which the product will bring in market. 
The mind, like the body, acquires strength by exertion, and 
in one respect, the situation of the farmer is not unlike that of 
those in the learned professions. They would not estimate 
the value of any particular effort, merely by the labor which 
it cost them, and the amount which they obtained for it, but 
would consider also its effect upon their ability, their char- 
acter and their reputation ; and would consider those efforts, 
as upon the whole most profitable, which had the best effect 
upon their character and position, and so increased their 
means and opportunities. 

Now, what ability, reputation and position are to the pro- 
fessional man, the farm is to the farmer. In a course of 
years, that mode of farming will be found the most profita- 
ble, which results in the greatest amount of salable product 
consistent with keeping up and increasing the value of the 
farm itself. Keeping this principle in view, I shall consider 
the breeding of hogs and the fattening of pork. Lict us sup- 
pose, in the first place, that the direct marketable products 
of the farm are sold. In that case, the productive powers of 
the soil are exhausted without any return. This might be 
profitable in cases where an abundant supply of manure 
could be obtained at a cheap rate, as in some cases, near cities 
or the sea-shore, but not profitable or possible for inland 
towns as this is, where the manure must be made from the 
farm, or not had at all. I believe it may be safely put down 
as an axiom in agriculture, that the crops of a well worked 
farm, well secured and fed to different animals kept upon 
it, and returned to the soil in manures, saved from drenching 
rains and from loss, by mixing with loam, muck and other 
absorbents, will improve its productions ; and this improve- 
ment will be in proportion to the manner in which the 
manures are saved. Hence, the necessity of feeding hogs in 
connection with other animals kept on the farm. Our hogs 
are white, and mostly of the native breed ; care having been 
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taken of late years to select snch as mature eariy and take 
on flesh easily. Brooklyn pork has a wide reputation as the 
best and thickest in market They are fattened on com, 
which is the staple feed, ground with oats, barley, or buck- 
wheat, mixed in the proportion of two bushels of corn with one 
bushel of either of the others. But little food is cooked except 
the refuse apples and small potatoes in the early part of the 
season of fattening. I know of no exact estimate having 
been made of the relative value of cooked food over uncooked. 
I cooked for an entire lot of twenty-three hogs through the 
cold weather of our winter, without aay perceptible advan- 
tage over that of warming the water as hot as I could hold 
my hand in, then thickening with meal and feeding it im- 
mediately. Our best farmers feed but twice a day, (morn- 
ing and evening,) and then all that they will eat, leaving 
none in the trough to sour and clog the appetite. Hogs fat- 
tened in this way at sixteen or eighteen months of age, aver- 
age from four hundred to four hundred and fifty pounds, 
and not unfrequently more. A bushel of com can not be 
safely estimated to make more than twelve or fourteen pounds 
of pork, and not that amount unless fed to hogs of good fat- 
tening qualities that are supplied with good nests and plenty 
of straw. This increase of weight, taking it at the maxi- 
mum, fourteen pounds at seven cents per pound, which has 
been about the average price of pork in the hog for the last 
season, shows a loss of fourteen and one-half cents on each 
bushel of corn fed, reckoning the corn at a fair market price, 
say $1.12^ per bushel. Reckoning the pprk at eight cents 
per pound, the highest price obtained for any amount sold, 
it gives the price of the corn, or nearly so. Pork is made 
with less expense by fattening pigs till eight or ten months 
of age, (if they do well, which is rather uncertain,) than by 
fattening old hogs when kept growing, till the time they are 
slaughtered. But I would not advise an attempt to fatten 
large numbers of pigs, unless butter is made in the dairy in- 
stead of cheese. The milk is very necessary for the ^owth 
and full development of the pig. The manure of a hog that 
weighs four hundred and fifty pounds, is worth from three to 
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six dollars per year ; the difference resulting from the man- 
ner in which it is saved. This will pay for feeding the hog 
(taking the manare at its highest valuation) and drawing the 
loam or muck for the hog^yard, and give a handsome item 
of profit besides. This item of increase should be placed to 
the credit of the pork. In case the grain was sold, the value 
of manure it would have made had it been fed, should be 
deducted from the price of the grain as the product of the 
farm. Again, the pork is sold at one time and the avails 
realized in one sum, which gives an advantage of from five 
to ten per cent, over that of receiving the pay for the produce 
which is fed to hogs, (if sold,) in small sums and at different 
times. It is only by close attention to thiff business that it 
can be made profitable. A hog should never be allowed to 
lose flesh or growth at any season, which is too often the case 
with many during the busy months of summer. Many of our 
best farmers are careful to have a held of two or three acres of 
clover, for twenty or twenty-five hogs, tind turn them into it 
daily, five or six hours in each day, after the clover is five or 
six inches in height, till autumn. During that time they are 
fed with the slops of the kitchen and the whey or skimmed 
milk from the dairy, and such other articles as can be disposed 
of to no other advantage than by giving to swine ; and when 
treated in this way with sweet corn from the garden or field, 
they are kept in a thriving condition at little expense till the 
season of fattening. 

I might with propriety sayjn this plafce, that the loss of 
the potato crop for fattening pork is not felt as severely as 
was anticipated by our farmers generally. When boiled and 
fed warm with a little meal and water, they make an excel- 
lent feed for growing pigs. But of their fattening properties 
I entertain no favorable opinion. I can give no accurate 
estimate of their real value but a general one, founded upon 
close observation. I have known from eight hundred to a 
thousand bushels to have been fed from the 20th of Sep- 
tember to the 20th of December, to some twenty-five old 
hogs and as many pigs, increasing their flesh but little, 
although the growth was fair. I have since fattened as much 
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pork with what grain could have been bought for the pota- 
toes, at ten cents per bushel, with half the trouble or labor. 
The manure formerly used in the cultivation of potatoes is 
now used for corn and other grain and the grass crops, to 
much better advantage. 

The result to which I arrive is this, that while a compar- 
ison of the direct cost of the production of pork with the 
price to be obtained for it, would leave but a small margin 
for profit, yet inasmuch as it is very desirable that the crops 
of a farmer should be returned to the soil in the shape of 
manure, which object can be accomplished in no way so 
well as by feeding a proportionate number of hogs, this bus- 
iness in connection with the dairy and other farming oper- 
ations, may be considered profitable. There is no doubt 
but that the business is much better understood now than 
it was formerly ; but whatever is worth doing is worth doing 
as well as it can be done. It is unnecessary to dwell long 
upon the choice of breeds of hogs. This is of the highest 
importance. The lank, lean, gaunt, miserable creatures such 
as, we may suppose, were driven into the sea and perished 
in the waters, are neither good for food, pleasant to look 
upon, or profitable. In short, the pig should be of ti thin 
skin, sleek and chubby, always in a thriving condition from 
infancy to the end of his short life, when his usefulness, his 
only virtue, commences. This can be accomplished only by 
care and attention. 

• Respectfujly yours, 

ALBERT DAY. 

H. A. Dyer, Esq, Secretary State Agricultural Society. 
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REPORT ON THE SEASON OP 1846, 

MTITH A TABLE SHOWING THE FLOWERING OP FRUIT-TREES, 
THE FIRST OPENING, FULL FLOWERING AND ENDING OP EACH, 

FROM 1837 TO 1854, inclusive: also tables of late 

SPRING AND EARLY FALL FROSTS, AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE 
CULTIVATION OP THE GOOSEBERRY, TO SECURE IT FROM THE 
SCAB OR FUNGUS. 

» By Joseph Barratt, M. D., 

Member .of several learned societies. 

Every season has much to engage the attention of the 
observer of nature, especially as relates to the productions 
of the field, the orchard and the garden. Last year with a 
dry and hot summer, there was an abundant yield of grapes. 
The past season there has been a general failure of this fruit: 
in place of the grape, we had a fair supply of late peaches, 
remarkable for size and fine flavor. 

The orchards and gardens have been greatly troubled with 
insects. The red currant, which generally yields a full crop 
of fruit, was attacked by Aphides or lice, which did it much 
injury, when in flower, and caused a shortening of the bunches 
of fruit The leaves also perished early, consequently the 
fruit was soon dried up. The wet season proved highly 
congenial to the gooseberry, that is, where it was grown in 
places best suited to its nature. 

A Table has been prepared by me to demonstrate the 
injurious effects of heavy rain during the flowering period 
of the fruit-trees; as this subject may not be generally 
understood, it has been deemed advisable to print it. In a 
former report on gardens for 1844, 1 presented a table to 
show the period and continuance of flowering of the apricot, 
peach, cherry and apple, from the year 1837 to 1844 ; this 
has been continued to the present year, and will be given in 
the appendix. I would here take occasion to remark, that 
in this table it will be seen, that the spring of 1837 was very 
late ; that of 1844 was unusually early and dry. These two 
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seasons present perhaps, the greatest extremes ever experi- 
enced at this place. The year 1839 may be regarded as the 
mean for this latitude, and the flowering time for this spring 
may be safely assumed as a standard for regularity, perhaps 
as near as we may obtain after many years' fhrther observa- 
tions, and taking the average. 

Mr. Oakes, of Ipswich, Massachusetts, has directed mnch 
attention to the seasons, and published some highly valuable 
observations in a paper entitled " Remarks on the advance 
of Spring in the eastern patt of Massachusetts." He says 
the season of 1839 was rather early, but was the most regu- 
lar throughout of any season he had ever known. (Hovey's 
Magazine, Boston, for 1841, p. 7.) In many respects the 
summer of 1846 has resembled that of 1839; there has, 
however, been more rain the past summer than fell in 1839. 

On a careful comparison of observations for several years 
past, kept in this place, I have been struck with the value of 
the register for 1839, to which I have had frequent occasion 
to refer. Some extracts from that diary will be given, and 
may be useful for reference hereafter; the narrow limits of 
this report will not admit of its being given at large. The 
seasons have much to do with the scarcity or abundance of 
insects, these also do much injury to the growing crops. 
The study of insects has been greatly neglected with us. 
Entomology as a study is neither fashionable nor profitable, 
and yet it is almost indispensable to the agriculturist 

Some notes on the caterpillar which feeds on the apple- 
tree will be given ; these it is believed will be interesting to 
the orchardist, and may perhaps lead him to direct more 
attention to the habits of the insect tribes, especially those 
troublesome to the orchard and garden. 

Rain, — These Notes on the season would be incomplete 
without a definite knowledge of the quantity of rain, which 
has fallen during the summer months in this place. For this 
document, I am indebted to Mr. S. F. Jarvis, Jr., who took 
charge of the rain gauge at my request 
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TABLE OF RAIN IN THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, CONN., 1846. 

June, 4 inches 50 hundredths. 
July, 4 « 88 « 
Aug., 5 « 10 « 
Sept., 90 « 

Table 
To show the injurious effects of rain and partial or general 
blight to the crop of fruits j while the trees were in blossom. 
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Explanations of the Table^ and Illustrative Remarks^ 
The lines represent the time, with corresponding dates, 
when the blossoms first opened, and also finished flowering or 
the petals had fallen. The cipher is meant to represent whei| 
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each was in full flowar, and most liable to be injured by- 
rain, which was especially the case with the apple blossom. 
The pollen of the plum, of all the fruits, appears to be most 
injured by rains. The flowers of the common garden cur- 
rant, on the contrary, do not appear to be sensibly affected 
by it ; I have not noticed any marked difference in its fruitfol- 
ness, whether it was dry or wet during the continuance of 
its flowering. The grape when in flower, is injured by dash- 
ing showers or much rain. It seems designed or fitted for a 
fine, dry climate. 

The embryo grains of wheat are securely closed in valves 
(chaffy scales or glumes) which effectually resist the rain and 
moisture. The maize in thisrespect, is less perfectly closed ; 
after heavy or driving showers, it is found, that the grains or 
kernels, are hot all filled out ; in other words, some are abort- 
ive. Maize, it will be recollected, is a native of a dry climate, 
and was first derived from Mexico. Wheat is better fitted 
for a dripping climate, when in flower. With an open cor- 
olla like the plum, or loose like the vine, it would be ill 
adapted for the staff of life. We can imagine the failures 
and famines which would ensue, if its flowers were subject 
to be injured like the plum, or apple, or grape. 

The rains, fortunately, however, do not generally fall over 
a gr^at extent of country at the same time ; and April is a 
month proverbial for its showers of limited extent, so that one 
section may have its fruit blossoms injured or destroyed, and 
at no great distance exemption from rain may cause a full 
crop of fruit. This will account for the differences observa- 
ble at the close of the season. 

The table will show the flowering of the fruit-trees last 
spring, which may be summed up as follows. The apricot 
opened its blossoms April 18th, and had a fine dry time, with 
only a sprinkling of rain. It fruited well. The peach came 
next, and had as fine a period as could be desired. The plum 
was drenched with rain, when its blossoms were fully ex- 
panded, and had its pollen diluted and washed away. Some 
of the early cherries were out of the way of the rain. The 
later flowering fared worse. 
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The apple began to flower in heavy rain, and when fully 
expanded, its blossoms were most severely drenched. This 
was on the oth, 6th and 7th of May ; so that most of the 
dust or pollen formed in the cells of the anthers was destroyed; 
the ovules or forming seeds were not, therefore, saturated 
with pollen. 

June 12, the apple-trees have shed their fruit freely, al- 
most wholly. I made dissections of a large number of these 
abortive apples, assisted by Charles R. Alsop, Esq., and found 
as I had expected, no ovules or seeds. They had grown to 
this period, with a fair show of a crop, though I was well 
satisfied beforehand as to the result, by the observations of 
former years. 

This was the case also, with the late cherries ; half or two- 
thirds of what should have yielded fruit, proved abortive, and 
lay profusely scattered under the trees : in all these I found 
no ovules or kernels. The early flowering cherries did better, 
from being less washed with showers. The excessive rains 
and moisture, however, destroyed the remaining fruit just 
when it was expected to be in perfection. June 20th, I tasted 
some of the black Tartarian cherry in high perfection, in the 
garden of S. Russell, Esq., the next day they began to rot ; 
on the 22d they were nearly all decayed. This rapid decoi)[i- 
position caused much surprise and disappointment ; it need 
nqt to those who can observe nature and philosophize. The 
heat and moisture of th^ week previous, was sufficient to do 
all this, and has under like circumstances done it before, and 
will again. 

A dry time when the firuit is ripe, is favorable to the con- 
tinuance of the cherry, as was strikingly the case in 1843, as 
my notes of that year will show. This was a remarkably 
late spring, and proved a fruitful season. The cherries were 
red, June 25th, fully ripe, July 4th — in great perfection on the 
8th — continued to the 16th and were abundant. Began to 
decay July 23d, although there were remaining some good 
late cherries until the 26th of July. 

The peach of 1846, next to the apricot, has been the most 
favored of the fruit-trees. It enjoyed a fine dry, sunny time 
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to open and perfect its blossoms. The late peaches were 
also favored with hot, dry weather in September, so congen- 
ial to this fruit, which insured its mellowness. This proved 
a compensation for the grapes. As regards the last nanied 
fruit, the season has been singularly unpropitious. It gave 
good promise at first, but on July 16th, the vines exhibited 
mildew; the new wood was imperfectly elaborated, and will 
therefore affect the buds of another year. 

The pear-tree had its full share of rain, and yielded a di- 
minished crop in consequence. June 24th, I found some trees 
infested with a green slug, feeding on the upper surface of 
its leaves. This was the selandria cerasi^ or pear slug worm. 
(See Report on Insects of Massachusetts.) It will be some 
satisfaction to learn that this is not a new plague. The slug 
caterpillar, according to Dr. Peck, was troublesome in Mas- 
sachusetts in 1799, (and most probably here also at the same 
period.) By referring to the valuable tables of the seasons, 
in Dr. Webster's History of PestUence, vol. ii., p. 9, I find 
the year preceding, or 1798, was extremely hot, and of course 
favorable for the development of the eggs and growth of the 
slug worm. The summers of 1844 and 1845, were extremely 
hot and dry, and favorable for these and othp troublesome 
insects, which have been hatched and raised the past year, 
1846, in such profusion. The pear-tree in this place last 
year was more infested with the slug worm than the present 
season. 

To return to the apple-tree : this was much covered with 
small insects and plant lice ; in some instances, they might 
be destructive to young fruit, but generally the heavy rains, 
as before stated, were most injurious. The same difficulty, I 
I apprehend, is often the cause of failure of the apple crop in 
England, that is, drenching rains. Their crop is by no means 
BO sure and general as with us, if I may here trust my own 
recollection on this matter. 

The canker worm which in past years has done so much 
injury to the apple, has for the present disappeared. It 
would seem as if there was a cycle of seasons, and also a 



Digitized by 



Google 



121 

periodic return of some insects attendant on these changes, 
designed for wise purposes. 

Caterpillars at one time were so abundant in orchards 
that they threatened to devour the entire foliage of the apple, 
where by negligence they had been suffered to take their 
own course. The heavy rains which blighted the forming 
fruit, now came to the assistance of this tree, and destroyed 
a large part of the caterpillars. I observed them much 
enfeebled and diseased with the drenching rains. This de- 
struction to the different kinds of caterpillar is well known 
to practical gardeners in England. In dry seasons the goose- 
berry foliage in that country is sometimes greatly troubled 
with the magpie caterpillar, Abraxas grossulariata. A wet 
season is found to sweep them off by disease, as' it did the 
bag worm during the past spring. It will be a saving of 
expense and trouble to know more respecting the history and 
habits of this insect. I will therefore insert some memo- 
randa of former years. 

1840, June 2d, the bag worm, or tent caterpillar, ClissiO' 
campa Americana^ has now left the apple-trees. It was abroad 
as a moth, on or before June 20th. Again, in 1843, June 13th, 
I found them leaving the trees. Some had already formed 
cocoons. In 1844, they must have retired earlier. The 
moths were seen abroad, June 11th, and 12th, and on the 
15th were still abundant. The moth makes its appearance in 
about sixteen days after leaving the trees as a caterpillar. It 
is of a reddish brown color, not unlike the silk-worm moth, 
but smaller, with two lines of a dull white passing obliquely 
through the wings. It lays its eggs in July, on the apple and 
wild cherry trees. In the evening these moths sometimes fly 
into houses. Persons not acquainted with the time they quit 
the apple-tree, labor uselessly in destroying them. It is ad- 
visable to destroy their nests, as these often contain cocoons. 

The foregoing notes on the weather and insects which 
trouble the apple, are offered on account of the great value 
of this crop, and the belief that whatever tends to make us 
better acquainted with the causes of failure, will be useful 
to the orchardisti It will explain, also, the difference in bear- 
9 
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ing in some seasons, owing to heaTy rains and pecaliarity of 
location, where a few days' difference in flowering, may secure 
or occasion the loss of the crop of fruit. 

In some instances, a small-sized or favorite peach, apple, 
or pear tree, or espalier, may be protected from heavy rains 
by a large cloth or bark-mat set on poles ; this it is believed, 
would secure the blossoms from the rains which destroy the 
pollen, as before explained. There appears, at first view, 
something singularly capricious in the plums' yielding occa- 
sionally so large a crop of fruit. This led me to look 
carefully into the matter. The flowering season for the plum 
in 1845, was fine and dry, with only a few sprinkling drops 
of rain. The crop of plums was unusually large. This was 
also the case the two previous years, which were also dry in 
the same manner at this place. I would therefore invite 
more attention to this subject in future. 

While these sheets are passing through the press, I find in 
the London Morning Herald, of September 8th, 1846, an 
agricultural report from Berkshire, England, which states the 
crop of apples to be the worst then remembered ; and the 
crop of pears nearly as bad. I did not observe the same com- 
plaint made in reports from other counties of the loss of 
these firuits. 

It was for this purpose that I drew up the table on the 
flowering of the fruit-trees, and carefully recorded the first 
opening, the middle, and time when the flowering of each 
kind ended. The same table was printed in the 58th Annual 
Report of the Regents of the University of the state of New 
York, for 1845, p. 218. I did not, however, there explain the 
particular object I had in view, in preparing such a table. Its 
plan I regard as more satisfactory than the usual mode of 
only giving the date when each plant first opens its flowers. 

On the cultivation of the Gooseberry to secure U from the scab 

or fwngus. 
That useful and valuable fruit, thp goosebeny, which is 
now considered so important in Europe, is with difficulty 
raised here, the berry so soon becomes scabbed or covered 
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'With a dirty fungus. This takes place too in gardens wehre 
every care has been bestowed on them. This excess of atten- 
tion in keeping them free of weeds and grass, and exposing 
them to the hot weather of August and September, proves 
highly injurious and contrary to their nature. I am fully con- 
vinced after much observation, that the mode of culture with 
Gooseberries in England will not apply to this region. I have 
had ample opportunities of witnessing what has been accom- 
plished in England, and what has been attempted, here, and 
now see the cause of failure. In the notes I have kept on 
the progress of vegetation and the ripening of fruits for 1837, 
which was a remarkably wet season, there is the following 
entry. "July 12. The Gooseberries this year are better 
than I have seen them for several years past. The shrubs 
as well as the fruit are less coated with a fungus which spoils 
the berries." It appears, therefore, that a wet season is 
peculiarly suited to the gooseberry. That the season of 1837 
was remarkable for its wetness will appear from the follow- 
ing table kept at Albany, New York. (See Report of Re- 
gents for 1838.) 

1827, Rain — April, 1 inch 63 hundredths. 

May, 7 do. 34 do. 

June, 5 do. 6 do. 

July, 4 do. 38 do. 

It is satisfactory to find that a wet season, which is injuri- 
ous to* many fruits, causing them to decay rapidly, is con- 
genial to the Gooseberry. The season of 1846, as to amount 
of rain, has resembled that of 1837, and has suited this fruit. 
With this knowledge we may hof)e to commence a new era. 
in the cultivation of the Gooseberry, which may be highly 
useful, in some sections. 

I would here briefly state, that the secret of success in 
cultivating the Gooseberry in this place free of scab and. 
securing a full crop, is to grow them in grassy places^ or grass 
borders sufficiently widey and allow the grass to grow rather 
luxwriantly among them^ until they have attained their growth, 
and are thereby secured from the forming scab. When the 
berries begin to ripen, the grass should be cut, being no longer 
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required. I saw many years ago, in Vermont, some excellent 
Gooseberries growing in wet shady places, and among grass 
and plants. I also most unexpectedly found a stray goose- 
berry bush growing among tall rye, and bearing a full crop 
of excellent fruit. I give these instances to show that the 
Gooseberry is fond of shade and moisture in this climate, 
and that to grow them with success in the garden, abundant 
dew and moisture must be provided, and this the grass fully 
supplies. 

There are two gardens within the limits of this city, which 
have produced Gooseberries from year to year, entirely free 
of scab J when all others, we may say generally, had their fruit 
ruined. These I ascertained were grown, rather by negligence 
than design, at first among the grass. One of the gardens 
belongs to the Rev. Dr. Jarvis, the other to Mr. John Bliss. 
The latter assures me, he has not failed during about twenty 
years in having his Gooseberries, free from the scab. I pur- 
posely watched these gardens attentively, as well as several 
others, to give a faithful report of this novel mode of culture, 
which promises so much. I found them nearly ripe, July 4. 
The berries were of the red kind, of a medium size. The 
bushes required the aid of props to secure them from break- 
ing under their load of fruit. As to quantity, I was highly 
gratified to observe that they bore as largely as the best ex- 
amples I had seen in England. 

The Gooseberries in the garden of the Rev. Dr. Jarvis, 
grew on a long strip of grass, about four feet wide. * They 
are not, I apprehend, the largest and choicest fruit, and at 
first did not keep pace with some of the later imported 
•Wnds. The grass instead of being cut, was suffered to grow 
-among the bushes. I was struck with the luxuriant manner 
they grew from the wet and dew thus afforded. While the 
grape and cherry were rapidly decaying, the berries of the 
gooseberry were entirely free from decay, being clear and 
bright skinned. Those in dry grounds were much diseased 
and the bushes had become a nuisance. 

I have already adverted to the peculiarity of the blossoms 
of the Currant, resisting heavy rains. The gooseberry blos- 



Digitized by 



Google 



125 

soms are similarly constituted, and entirely different from the 
flowers of the grape, the apple, the peach, and the plum. I 
have thought that grass may be further serviceable to the 
gooseberry by abstracting from the soil those substances 
which foster the growth of minute fungi. This, however, is 
offered rather as matter of conjecture, than from actual proof, 
and requires further investigation to determine. 

I do not expect that the plan recommended, will be per- 
fectly successful the first year after the removal of the goose- 
berry shrubs among grass, or when sodded, though I do in 
the second season. The forming buds are injured, and the 
bark diseased, by exposure to hot weather during the months 
of August and September, when they are not protected by 
grass and sufficiently supplied by dew and moisture. The 
Gooseberry is a dew-loving plant, and must be supplied with 
moisture, otherwise it can not flourish here as in Europe. 

The wild American strawberry furnishes another striking 
example of a berry growing among grass. This seems its 
favorite place, or habitat, as the botanists would say. They 
grow in grassy meadows in argillaceous soils, (which are best 
adapted to hold moisture,) much better and sweeter, than 
when suffocated among their own dense leaves in the 
garden. 

I remember to have seen a garden in England devoted to 
the cultivation of the strawberry, where the leaves and vines 
became too luxuriant and they yielded but little fruit. As 
an experiment, one bed was underlaid with a reddish clay, 
fit for brick making, and nests or a mixture of soil was 
prepared for the strawberry plants. The difference was 
most striking : it seemed as if this bed was all fruit, and the 
others only leaves. I have observed some similar examples 
of this preference to clay in meadows, in newly cleared lands 
in this country, where the wood ashes and carbon of the 
burnt brush had given the highest perfection to the fruit, 
without the luxuriance of foliage which causes so much 
trouble. When left to nature, they travel or plant them- 
selves, by means of the running vines they put forth. 

In my botanical excursions in England, I do not recollect 
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finding the strawberry growing in grassy places as in North 
America. I have turned to Gerard's famous Herbal, printed 
in 1597, for his experience in this matter. He says "straw- 
berries do grow upon hils and valleies, lilcewise in woods and 
other such places that bee something shadowie,^ p. 845. 

The same author, also, describes and gives a figure of the 
Gooseberry, p. 1143, and mentions one whose fruit " is almost 
as bigge as a small cherrie, and verie roun Je in forme ; also 
another of the like bignes of an inch in length. We have 
also in our London gardens another sort altogither witboat 
prickes whose fruit is very small of a perfect red colour.'^ 

This early notice shows the little progress then made in 
the cultivation of a fruit that is now the pride of the Lan- 
cashire weavers, and not less esteemed in all the large cities 
of Great Britain. The English markets are now largely 
supplied with the gooseberry. They have grown this berry 
weighing 31 pennyweights and 16 grains! which is a 
little more than one ounce and three-quarters avoirdupois. 
Twenty-five pennyweights is regarded as a good weight for 
a gooseberry. 

In concluding this Report of the season, and the notes for 
1839, (see Appendix,) of which I have only presented an 
outline, I would say a word respecting Insects. If it were 
not for the havoc they commit on the crops, I can hardly 
suppose they would be deemed worthy of notice. It will be 
seen, however, that there is great regularity in their appear- 
ance, as with the seventeen year locust, and the one known 
as the harvest fly. I would invite more attention to Insects, 
as furnishing a register of the seasons, in connection with 
the plants on which they feed. I have had much satisfac- 
tion in watching the progress of seasons, and in the re-perusal 
of the notes kept for a series of years. 

I need offer no apology for introducing the subjoined beau- 
tiful encomium on the pursuit of science. It is extracted from 
a manuscript letter, addressed to our fellow-citizen, the Rev. 
Dr. Savage, now a missionary in "Western Africa, by the 
Rev. F. W. Hope, of London, a liberal patron of science, 
and the possessor of the most splendid private cabinet of 
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Coleopterous insects, (beetles,) in the world ! Dr. Savage has 
contributed his share of African productions to this cabinet. 
The extract is as follows : 

" Attached to science, my happiest hours have been passed 
in its pursuits, and justly can I assert, that occupation is 
happiness, and science pleasure. In contemplating the min- 
ims of creation, such as we see in insectile life, 
Natura in minimis maxima miranda est 

There is only one source of regret, and that is that life is too 
short to know even the millionth part of the invertebrata. 

" Thousands look to mammon. The works of creation 
are of more value than all worldly riches, and such the wisest 
and the best have ever regarded them." 

Notes 

To show the progress of the Seasons of 1839, at Middletoum^ 

Connecticut^ extracted from the diary of 

J. BARRATT. 

April 1, Red maple opens its flower. The early willows in 
flower. 
2, Elm. 

4, Shad caught in Little river. 
7, Grass now green. 
9, Lombardy Poplar. 
16, Apricot opens its blossoms. Violets. Blood Root, 

Sanguinaria. 
18, Cotton Poplar in full flower, Populus kevigata. 

20, Begins to shed its catkins. 

21, Ice this morning. 

22, Apricot in full flower. Sugar Maple. 

23, English Cowslip. Primula veris. Crown Imperial. 

24, Peach opens. Cherry begins to flower in the upper 

part of the city. 

26, Swallows. 

27, Flowers of the Sugar Maple fully expanded. The 

Bluets, Baustonia ccerulea^ so characteristic of 
New England meadows, exhibits its flowers. 
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Grass beginning to be luxariant in some places, 
and there is now good grazing for cattle. Plum 
and pear in flower. 
May 2, Apple begins to bloom. Lily of the valley. Flow- 
ering almond. 
3, Lilac. Flowers of the sugar maple begin to falL 
Tulip. Chimney swallow arrived. 

5, Thin ice this morning. 

7, Celadine. Chelidonium majus. 

9, Oaks in flower. Trillium in full flower. Summer 
Red Bird. Bobolink arrived. 

14, Leafing of the forest trees making great progress. 

15, Bobolinks mostly arrived, the meadows resoand 

with their lively ditty. Horse-chestnut in full 
flower. 

17, Rye in ear. Flowering Dogwood. 

20, Buttonwood in flower, Platanus occidentalis. 
23, Quince. 
June 6, Forest trees in full leaf. 

6, Tulip tree in flower. Laurel opens. 
14, Roses. 

18, Cotton tree has its capsules ripe and cotton spread- 

ing. 

20, Hay harvest began. 

21, Laurel in full flower. Wheat in flower. 
28, Currants red. White lily. 

July 1, Maize comes forward rapidly ; leaves now two feet 
high. 

5, Mulberries ripe, (black.) 

6, Lobelia, Claytonianay shows its blue spikes in the 

meadows. 

8, Timothy grass and orchard grass in flower. 

10, Early wheat begins to change color. Linden or 
basswood flowers. 

18, Rye harvest began. 

21, Harvest fly or locust. Cicada canicularis^ has com- 
menced its shrill noise. This insect makes its 
appearance at the same locality in Main street, 
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with considerable regularity. Was heard as fol- 
lows: 1837, July 21; 1838, July 19; 1839, July 
21; 1840, July 18; 1841, July 20; 1843, July 21; 

1844, July 17 ; 1845, July 17 ; 1846, Jujy 20. 
July 22, Polygonums in flower. Indian corn in flower. 

24, Mowing the great meadows began. 

25, Purple Eupatorium. 
27, Hibiscus syriacus. 

29, Stramonium. Corn in full flower. Cephalanthus 

occidentalism or button bush. 
Aug. 1, Indi2in rice, Zizania aquatica. Apricot ripe. Panic 

grasses in flower. Pears and early apples ripe. 

Lobelia inflaia. Scarlet Bignonia. 
10, Ambrosia trifida. 

13, Smut appears on Corn. 

14, New England Aster begins to flower. Aster novce 

anglicB, 

15, Horses begin to slobber. 
17, Boneset flowers. 

19, Katydid first heard, Platyphyllum concavum. This 
date is not, I think, correct, being too late. It 
was heard in the diffi?rent years as follows : 1841, 
Augusts; 1843, August 13; 1844, August 15; 

1845, August 9; 1846, August 9. 

22, The grass in the great meadows is not all cut. 

26, Horses slobber freely. 

Sept. 14, Slight frost that has touched tender plants. 
Oct. 5, Frost and ice ; vegetation killed. 

31, The birds of passage have mostly left, and the in- 
sects dead or silent. Wild geese passing south. 
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SEASONS, 

CHABACTEB OF. 


Very late and wet 

Very late. 

Standard season. 

Early. 

Late. 

Early. 

Verj late and fruitful. 

Spring and nunmer early and dry. 

Rather early. Hot 

Rather early and wet. 

Late. Rain in April 2.19 inches; May, 

1.9 inches. 
Early. April very dry ; no hot days. 
May, wet, 9.645 inches. 
Very late rain in April, 1.495 inches. 
In May, 4.64 inches. 
Very late and wet spring. Rain in May, 

12.76 inches. 
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Latest season on my record. Late and dry. 
Rain, April, 6.31 ; May, 2.33 inches. 
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In estimating the character of the flowering season, much 
depends on the quantity of rain which falls. When the blos- 
soms are fully opened, this will wash away the pollen, and 
render the trees almost fruitless. On the contrary, a dry time, 
provided there be not too much forcing of the sun's rays, 
with a steady expansion of blossoms, is nearly certain to 
insure a full crop of fruit, provided also, that frost and insects 
do not interfere. 

Table of Frost, 
From the Meteorological Record kept at Middletowtiy Conn.j 

BY J. BARRATT, M. D. 

1. Shows the latest Spring Frosts. 2. First Frost in Aut- 
umn. 3. Sharp Frost which kills tender plants and flowers 
generally, and causes the forest leaves to fall. 4. The first 
appearance of snow. 



Years. 


Latest Spring 
Frosts. 


First Frost in the 
Fail. 


First Severe Fall 
Frost. 


First Snow. 


1831 




Sept. 29—30. 


November 4. 




1832 




October 14. 


October 29. 


Nov. 24. 


1833 


April 26. 
May 13. 


Sept. 14. 




Nov. 18. 


1834 


Sept. 29. 


October 10. 


Nov. 15. 


1835 


April 25. 
M!ay 14. 


Sept. 15. 


October 26. 


Nov. 22. 


1836 


— 6& 7. 


Sept. 30. 


Nov. 8. 


1837 


April 24. 
May 4. 


—24. 


October 6. 


Nov. 24. 


1838 


October 8. 


October 8. 


Nov. 18. 


1839 


May 11 & 12. 


Sept. 14. 


October 5. 


Dec. 15. 


1840 


April 28, 
May 4, 


—14 & 22. 


October 16. 


Nov. 19. 


1841 


October 2. 


October 14. 


Oct 3 & 4.* 


1842 


May 4 & 21. 


Sept. 24. 


October 7. 


Nov. 16. 


1843 


June 2. 


Sept. 28—29. 


October 15. 


Oct 23, 


1844 


April 22. 


Sept. 23—24. 


Oct 2 & 21. 


Nov. 26. 


1845 


May 81. 


Sept. 13. 


October 16. 


Nov. 80. 


1846 


May 22. 
April 19. Ice. 


October 4. 


October 20. 


Nov. 25. 


1847 


Sept 16. 


Oct 12 & 16. 


Dec. 16. 




— 28. Ice. 








1848 


April 21. 


Sept 13. 


Sept. 80. 


Sept 22 & 23. 
Dec. 8. 


1849 


April 20. 


October 14. 


Nov. 1. 


1850 


April 16—24. 
May 3. 


October 7. 


October 14. 


Dec. 7. 


1851 


May 2. 


Aug. 27, slight. 


Sept 25. 
Oct 1 6, wh. frost 


Oct. 26. 


1852 


April 13. 
June 6. 


Sept 15. 


Oct 16 & 17. 


Nov. 14. 


1853 










1854 


May 7. 


Sept 21. 


October 21. 


Nov. 14 & 15. 



* This early fall of snow when the trees were in foU leaf, broke Ae forest and 
shade trees in an extraordinary manner. In the woods in the east part of this 
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The observations made in North America, on the period 
of flowering in spring through fifteen degrees of north lati- 
tude, give three months as the range, or five degrees for one 
month ; which is equal to one degree for six days, or ten 
miles fpr every day, in the advance of spring. 

Difference, 
Middletown, . . latitude 41^ 33' 8" 

Boston, .... " 42' 21' 20" 48' 12'' 
Albany, .... « 42^ 39' 3" I*' 6' 

The real diflerence should be, Boston, five days; Albany, 
seven, nearly. The actual difference, however, between 
Middletown and Boston is still greater than what appears in 
this table. The result shows from six to ten days' difference 
in the period following, taking the years 1839 and 1844 for 
comparison. 

Middletoion, 
1839, Cherry, . . . April 24. 
Apple, . . . May 2. 
1844, Cherry, . . . April 17. 
Apple, ..." 26. 
Apricot, . • "13. 
Peach, full, . . " 19. 



Boxton. 


Difference. 


May 2. 


8 days. 


« 12. 


10 " 


April 23. . 


6 « 


May 3. 


7 « 


April 15. 


2 " 


« 26. 


7 " 



THE INFLUENCE OF HORTICULTURE UPON 
CHARACTER. 

In this strange life there are very many more causes and 
circumstances which tend to make us selfish — make us be- 
stow 'Our thoughts, desires, and feelings more upon ourselves 

town, snow fell from eighteen inches to two feet deep. Mr. C. Lyell, the distin-i 
gnished geologist, was in the neighborhood shortly after, and has referred to this 
snow and the breaking of the trees, in his book of travels. New York edition, vol. 
i., p. 101. The oldest persons do not recollect having before witnessed such an 
early an<f destructive visitation of snow. From the information obtained at the 
time, it appeared this fall of snow was deepest, and the injury done to the trees 
most severe in this vicinity. The broken and distorted limbs are yet, 1846, seen 
in our woods, and will long give evidence of this event. 
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than others — ^make us regard as chiefly important and in- 
teresting, whatever pertains to us, and to promote a cold, 
unfeeling dijposition than otherwise. 

Amongst these is the necjsssity for labor. Work is our 
inheritance — ^the law of our existence. We must work, or 
we are not fit to live. 

Wealth can not release us from this law, nor talents, nor 
genius. And work produces weariness — ^tends to make 'us 
calculating and plodding — draws the mind toward its ob- 
ject-=-fixes the desires, hopes and powers upon it 

It thus exerts a strong influence to make us simply intel- 
ligent machines, each directed toward effecting a certain 
end by work. 

It is, therefore, a great point to mingle with work some- 
thing to counteratjt this tendency — something to keep the 
moral affections and spiritual parts of our nature fresh, 
genial and active — ^to mingle active and strong physical 
energies, a brave energetic will, with tender and delicate 
sensibilities, warm affections, and healthy fancies. 

We want men and women who can play as well as work, 
who retain the spirits, vigor, and vivacity of youth when 
age has matured their powers and brought them experi- 
ence — who can enjoy what they have earned by hard work. 
And we know of no one thing so fitted to effect this, as 
Horticulture. 

Flowers seem to belong to another world ; sin did not 
soil them. They are unselfish in their whole influence, and 
joyous. Their odor exhilarates and animates. And who 
can tell what power is wrapped up in a rose-bud, or exhales 
from a bunch of heliotrope ? No words can speak what 
they utter, or carry the same impression. They are elo- 
quence framed in beauty and breathing delicious fragrance — 
are each connected with some thrilling association, or send 
the imagination into a fairy scene. 

Then too, they will bloom as fair and as sweet in the 
garden of some lone widow, who works to earn a scanty 
subsistence, as in the more finished border of some proud 
millionaire. And their language is the same, and tells the 
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same on the heart — stirring np the very depths of fancy and 
affection, and opening the whole world of spiritual associa- 
tions. • 

So, again, flowers affect the taste, as everything does that 
is beautiful, and touches the moral feelings. No one who 
tends them can be coarse or ungentle. The flowers would 
fade and die. They can not endure roughness or neglect. 

So God has set them everywhere, where man can live — 
by the road-side, and in all silent, quiet places, like beautiful 
paintings, or living forms, by their perfectness, to teach us 
what is admirable and lovely. 

They are better than works of art, for they are living and 
natural. We come to love them as we love living things — 
we have a sympathy for them — ^they need our care and show 
their gratitude for it And so we come to judge other things 
by their standard. 

How high a place therefore, should flowers have in our 
plans for improving human character. What an important 
and valuable safeguard, and source of enjoyment and ad- 
vancement, have we provided for every one, when we have 
learned to love and cherish flowers. 

How singularly fortunate the child who is accustomed 
to their society, and whose early associations are con- 
nected with them. And how singularly mistaken those 
who fail'to cherish this love, and because it yields no money 
profit, count it worthless. 

How easily might every farmer, and every mechanic, have 
clustering around his house, climbing roses mingled with 
honeysuckles and the airy clematis ; and how much would 
they add to the comfort and character of all within. How 
cheap the pleasure, and how incalculable the profit ! 

How much would they add to the value of the estate, 
how much to the estimation of the proprietors! No one 
can see a house thus adorned, but feels sure there is a warm 
heart and a sweet spirit dwelling there. 

Then too, with how little care and cost, are made and kept 
beds of flowers, each coming in its season, and each having 
its own peculiar beauty and fragrance. The very care of 
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which will help break the growing habit of selfishness, and 
lead the imagination to higher things — ^will make the man 
more a man. 

And each of these will stamp an indelible impression 
upon the young mind arid heart, and ever after be connected 
with their ideas of home and happiness. 

We may be sure there will be no spot of earth tilled to 
better profit, than that which bears the only sensible tokens 
of Paradise, beautiful, unsoiled flowers. 

R— s. 



HORTICULTURE IN HARTFORD. 

The Hartford County Horticultural Society was organized 
in 1849, and has been in efiicient operation ever since. 
Commencing in June and continuing until October, it has 
held weekly exhibitions of Fruit, Flowers and Vegetables, 
at which much interest has been shown, both in the variety 
of articles exhibited, and in the attendance of visitors. The 
Society, by these efforts, has, it is believed, excited a love for 
Horticulture and its pursuits, and there is now a great de- 
mand for trees and shrubs, and the finest varieties of fruits, 
throughout this region. As was to be expected, most of its 
members belong in Hartford, but there have been some scat- 
tered over the county, active, zealous cultivators, whose 
love for fine fruit has not been exceeded by any others. 

For the last five years the Society has distributed gratu- 
itously, to all in this county who called, many thousands of 
scions, principally of the pear. These were all of valuable 
varieties, and have probably mostly been inserted in old trees, 
. so that soon they will commence bearing. In addition, by 
various articles in the public prints, and by the personal 
influence of the members, we have endeavored to awaken 
and stimulate an interest in those pursuits which we so 
much love and cherish. 

Apples have succeeded well in this county, and have gen- 
erally been fair. For a few years past they have been injured 
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by the apple worm, but the exhibition at the County Fair, 
shows that the injury has not been extensive. The varieties 
cultivated are very great, and though numerous, are still 
increasing: these valuable additions will, as they ought, su- 
persede those of inferior quality, for all are willing to agree 
that it is as easy to raise the good as the inferior, and the 
former will always command the most ready sale. 

Amongst the varieties which are valuable, and which 
have succeeded well, may be named the Early Harvest, and 
another somewhat similar to it, but which is believed to be 
very different, called sometimes the Seymour Apple, and 
sometimes the German Bough, the Strawberry, the Golden 
Sweet, Gravenstein, and Porter, most beautiful specimens of 
which have been raised in this city ; an apple ripening in 
September, which we call the Durham, which is very supe- 
rior. Fall Pippin, Westfield Seeknofurther, Fameuse, Esopus 
Spitzenberg, Peck's Pleasant, Rhode Island Greening, 
Baldwin, large and handsome, but which we think may not 
be of as fine flavor as farther north, and Roxbury Russet; 
this last is probably more affected by the apple worm than 
most of the others. 

In common with horticulturists everywhere else, we have 
devoted much attention to the cultivation of the Pear. 
So many new and delicious kinds have been originated within 
a few years, that we can not be expected to have proved 
them all, but the number of varieties now under cultivation 
in this vicinity is very large, and is every year being increased. 
Some which are said to be good in other localities, have not 
been found to be so here, and some succeed well here which 
fail elsewhere. As fine and delicious Doyennes and St. 
Germains, have been and are now raised here, as probably 
ever were : but this is by no means general, for on most 
trees the fruit is more or less cracked and considerably spot- 
ted. Trees of these two varieties, with the Summer Bon 
Chretien, or as it is usually termed, the Bell, are very com- 
mon ; many of them producing fine fruit, have been grafted 
with newer and better varieties, which succeed well where 
the old ones have failed. The Duchess of Angouleme, 
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which is so lai^e and fine in some localities, is here of a very 
poor quality ; though large enough, it is sadly deficient in 
flavor, and it is now, after many years' cultivation, nearly 
unanimeusly pronounced by our members, as not suited 
for this locality. 

I shall not attempt to name all the varieties w^hich have 
succeeded w^ell here, but will mention a few ; the Madeline, 
Rostiezer, Tyson, (which we think to be our best summer 
pear,) Bartlett, Golden Beurre of Bilboa, which only lacks 
higher flavor, to be nearly first-rate; Flemish Beauty, 
which is very large and fine ; Washington, very hand- 
some, f;|ir, and which will last through six or eight weeks, 
the first windfalls even being good ; Urbaniste, Dix, Beurre 
Diel, which we have kept even until the latter part of 
December; Beurre Van Mons, most delicious, with a fine 
and delicate aroma, which the last Pomological Congress 
pronounced to be unworthy of cultivation : our experience 
is not in favor of this decision. Gray Doyenne, which does 
better than the White ; Louise bon d' Jersey, Seckel, Para- 
dise of Autumn, and Beurre Bosc, both first-rate ; Smith's 
Bordenave, which the last Congress of Fruit-Growers pro- 
nounced to be identical with the Lodge, but which we here, 
who cultivate both, think to be different — the former being 
a French variety from the vicinity of Bordeaux, and the latter 
from Pennsylvania ; Gansel's Bergamot, which though coarse 
grained, is of high flavor ; St. Ghislain ; Andrews, which 
sometimes has done well, and sometimes has not ; that old 
variety the Brown Beurre, which is usually large, fair, and of 
high flavor, though a little too acid for most palates ; Fon- 
dante d'Antomne, sometimes good, and sometimes not; 
Maria Louise, not always first-rate, the fault being too much 
astringency ; Columbia, which we do not think highly of; 
Vicar of Winkfield, large, and occasionally of good flavor, 
but which thus far has disappointed us; Beurre d'Aremberg 
and Winter Nelis, both hardy, perfect, and delicious ; Glout 
Morceau, inferior to the above, but 'which we think is 
improving ; Easter Beurre, which we are beginning to graft 
10 
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over, and the Lawrence, which we think will prove first-rate, 
judging from those which have been raised thus far. 

Of course, I can not attempt to enumerate all, and may 
have passed over several as equally worthy of notice as the 
preceding, and have avoided mentioning many of the 
newest varieties, about which, however, we may know as 
much as some others, who are willing to pronounce them 
first-rate, and as worthy of general cultivation, upon the 
strength of one year's experience, and a single specimen. 

Peaches generally succeed with us, especially in the city, 
but sometimes even here, the severe cold of winter proves too 
severe for the fruit-buds. An almost endless variety is raised, 
both of named and unnamed kinds. Several seedlings liave 
been raised, of great merit, as we think, but we may be 
inclined to value these childlings of our own too highly, as I 
presume we follow those laws of paternity which prevail 
everywhere, which incline us to think more highly of our 
own, than of another's. The disease called the yellows, is 
very destructive, and has destroyed thousands of trees 
throughout the county, and will destroy thousands more, 
until cultivators will procure their trees from healthy localities, 
and will be willing to bestow some care and attention upon 
them when planted and fruiting. The disease is eminently 
contagious, and is capable of being propagated, we believe, 
from blossom to blossom, by insects, and as yet, we have 
found no effectual remedy. 

The following succeed well. Early York, Early and Late 
Crawford, Grosse Mignonne, George IV., Red Rareripe, Royal 
George, Red Cheek Melocoton, Yellow Rareripe, Cooledge's 
favorite. Old Mixon, free and cling, and many others. 

Plums do finely with us, where the soil is heavy, but as 
generally it is light over the county, the crop is not large, nor 
the variety great, being mostly out of the city confined to the 
old Damson and Horse plums, which are comparatively free 
from the rot or curculio. A little labor during the early part 
of the season, merely jarring the trees and killing the curculio, 
has enabled some to raise a heavy crop of this fruit, when 
if left to itself, it would have failed. The rot, which has 
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prevailed extensively for a few years, and whicli frequently 
destroys nearly the whole crop just before the period of 
ripening, is not so much under our control; but even here, 
something may be done by severely thinning the fruit, so 
that no twt) shall touch each other. 

The following varieties do well: Washington, Imperial 
Gage, Green Gage, Magnum Bonum, Jefferson, Duane's 
Purple, Red Gage, Chapin's Seedling. Coe's Golden Drop, 
ripens well, and is delicious, in sheltered situations. With 
me, it was kept with difficulty until the first of October, last 
year, and was as fine as any plum I ever ate. liangdon's 
Seedling, with good cultivation promises well. 

The disease called the Black Knot, which affects the 
branches, troubles us much. It is believed to be a disease of 
a fungus character, affecting the sap vessels, and not to be 
caused by insects. The most effectual remedy has been 
found to be, cutting ofl' the branches affected when small, and 
in large ones, cutting out the diseased part, afterward wash- 
ing the wound with a solution of sulphate of iron, or cop- 
peras« If it reappears the next spring, as it is likely to do, go 
through the same process, and by continual diligence, we 
shall be enabled to prevent a ruinous spreading t)f the disease, 
even if we do not altogether stop it. 

Cherries have don«e well with us, and are extensively 
raised; the principal drawbacks are the birds, and the rot 
which attacks the fruit at about the period of ripening. The 
light fleshed ones are thought to be most subject to it, and 
so destructive is it, that a whole crop of some of them is 
frequently lost, particularly the White Ox Heart. The 
cherry-tree thrives weH, and generally bears abundantly. The 
old varieties, which were cultivated extensively, were the 
Black Heart, and the White and Black Ox Heart, or White 
Bigareau. Large trees of these varieties are now stand- 
ing in many towns, trees which have attained to a venerable 
old age, which have now become neglected, and whose pro- 
prietors have not prepared for their places young ones, better 
and more vigorous. 

The common Morello, or Pie cherry, is exteniwvely raised, 
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I win not say cultivated ; so is, also, the Black Heart, which 
I fear is becoming neglected, in the rage for new varieties, 
for though not of large size, it is of good flavor, hardy, and 
bears abundantly. Many seedlings are raised, some of them 
quite meritorious. One of these originated by Charles L* 
Smith, of this city, from a pit of the Black Tartarian, has 
been exhibited on the tables of the Society for several years, 
and. has been thought worthy of commendation. Among 
the more numerous varieties cultivated, may be named the 
May Duke, Coe's Transparent, Black Tartarian, Black Sagle, 
Elton, all first-rate. Knight's Early Black, Waterloo, Downers 
Late, Belle de Choisey, and others. Many of the newer 
varieties are being proved. 

Apricots probably do as well here as elsewhere ; sometimes 
good crops are attained, but commonly not, unless well 
sheltered, and unless the variety is hardy, like the Breda. 

Nectarines are raised, thoughuiot in abundance, and that 
mostly in the city. 

Strawberries are considerably cultivated, and though a 
ready sale is found for them at twenty-five cents a quart, 
the market is poorly supplied. Hovey's Seedling succeeds 
admirably, and is probably more extensively raised than any 
other variety. There is no reason why we might not only 
supply the market here, but also send large quantities to New 
York, which now chiefly supplies us. 

Currants are raised by almost every one who has a garden. 
Gooseberries are scarce, and their absence is not much to be 
regretted ; the mildew attacks most of them, though Hough- 
ton's Seedling has been more exempted than some others. 

Raspberries are raised pretty extensively, and might be 
more so, with profit; coming immediately after strawberries, 
they are a link in the valuable succession of fruits. The 
common wild raspberry, or Black Cap, is cultivated by many, 
and is much liked. The White and Red Antwerp are deli- 
cious, but require more attention than most persons dre 
willing to give them. The Franconia succeeds well ; the 
Fastolf, tolerably so. But a variety called the Red Cane, 
"Which is supposed to be the same as the Common Antwerp, 
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succeeds. admirably; it is perfectly hardy, not requiring any 
covering in the winter, bears abundantly a fruit of medium 
size, and of good flavor, and is much sought after, not only 
for the dessert, but for jelly and preserves Every proprietor 
of a garden should have a part of it devoted to this raspberry, 
and if cultivated extensively, it would afford a larger profit 
on the time and labor expended, than on other productions. 

Grapes are raised in considerable abundance : some of the 
wild Fox varieties are cultivated in gardens, from which 
they ought to be banished at once, and their places supplied 
by others. A variety called the Charter Oak, was hawked 
about the country some years since, and sold at a large price; 
it probably came from the White Fox, is of large size, and 
almost hard enough for musket balls; it makes a very good 
jelly however. The Isabella is extensively raised, and 
generally ripens in the city; the Catawba is less common, 
and does not always mature ; the Diana has done pretty well 
thus far. A variety which originated with Mr. Paphro 
Steele, of West Hartford, which has been named the Hart- 
ford Prolific, has been exhibited for five or six years, and has 
been much commended. It ripens in the early part of 
September, and is altogether the best grape of the season 
with which we are acquainted. It is not expected to supply 
the place of the Isabella, but when this does not mature its 
fruit, tfie Hartford Prolific is recommended With confidence, 
as being the best grape yet known to us. 

This sketch of the fruits cultivated in this vicinity, and of 
the operations of the Hartford Coutity Horticultural Society, 
is, I know, rather meagre: it is intended, however, only to be 
general, to show, in a short manner, what we have done, and 
from our experience, what fruits are suited to this vicinity. 

GURDON W. RUSSELL. 

Hartford, March 12, 1855. 
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MUTTON versus PORK. 

Mr. Dyer: Agreeably to your request^ I send you mj 
hastily written opinions €>n the impolicy of New England 
fiarmers converting grain into Pork. 

The time has been^ when grain was bat half its present 
value, when pork was higher and almost universally used^ 
its production was justifiable, but in present circumstances 
and prices, of all the various ways in which grain is usually 
disposed of, the very worst use it can be put to, is to be 
thrown to the hogs. 

It has been proved by actual experiments^ and is generally 
known, that a bushel of corn will make from eigbt to ten 
pounds of pork, that the present value of pork to the pro- 
ducer is six dollars per hundred, and consequently the income 
from corn fed to pork is fifty-four cents per bushel. Allow- 
ing anything for profit, and corn is worth for such use less 
than fifty cents per bushel. 

The farmer is not tied up to this mode of disposing of hi'^ 
grain. He can do better. It is at present better policy to 
feed beef. It is so because a larger proportion of the beef is 
made on grass, or other cheap food, and when made is 
actually selling higher than pork in the market. It is at 
present better policy to feed grain to the best breeding farm 
stock. 

Thirty bushels of corn, or its equivalent, will keep a 
Durham or Devon cow through the year. The principal 
income will be a calf, worth one hundred dollars.^ Deduct 
twelve dollars interest on the stock, and thirty dollars for the 
keeping, and there remains as profit fifty-eight dollars, or one 
dollar and ninety-three cents per bushel for the corn. 

The market value of corn is one dollar per bushel, and 
even this mode is better than to convert it into pork. • 

It is still better policy to feed corn to poultry. During the 
last four years, certain varieties of fowls have sold at high 
prices, and while such poultry cost twenty-four cents each 
to raise, and sold readily at from five to fifty dollars per pair 
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farmers who made any use of their common sense would 
feed fowls rather than swine. But this is sometimes stig- 
matized as small business. It is not necessarily so. In the 
spring of 1852, the writer invested about fifty dollars in six 
fine Asiatic fowls — raised two hundred chickens that season — 
sold them for over six hundred dollars— cleared above all 
expenses five hundred and eleven dollars, and repeated the 
experiment the succeeding year with the like result. The 
great demand and extravagant prices have ceased, but the 
best poultry has for several years, and does still sell at fifteen 
dollars per hundred, and a tun of turkeys can be raised 
almost as cheap as a tun of pork. 

But perhaps one of the most profitable modes of disposing 
of surplus grain, is the feeding of sheep. It is true that the 
importation of the best mutton sheep is of recent date, and 
th^t they are still scarce, but the grades from these are more 
numerous and rapidly increasing. The raising of wool, like 
that of pork in New England, has outlived its time, and 
ought to have passed away long ago. The attempt to com- 
pete in wool-growing with foreign countries, or those parts 
of our own, where sheep can be kept for a shilling a year, is 
suicidal. The price of wool is falling, while the cost is 
increasing. The market is full of wool, cheaper than can be 
produced here. The population is increasing, and the soil 
commands a higher price, and is needed to produce the food 
of men rather than sheep. The demand now is, not wool, 
but food. From these causes the wool-bearing sheep are 
passing away, and their number rapidly diminishing. Their 
place will be supplied with mutton sheep. The demand for 
good mutton is very great, and the supply wholly inadequate. 
The prices paid for it are extravagant. It is not so scarce in 
any other civilized country. 

Many have never seen, and but few know what really good 
mutton is. 

The sheep in this country suitable for feeding have various 
names, but may be arranged under the classes South Down, 
Leicester, Cotswold, and their grades. 
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Ti/e South Down 

is a very distinct variety, known by its dark face and feet. 
It is of medium size, and when well bred, of exceedingly 
beautiful form. Its flesh is in England preferred to that 
of the larger varieties, but in this country, either from differ- 
ent food and climate, the superiority of flavor does not exist? 
or it is overlooked. It is not recognized in our market, where 
the largest and best looking commands the highest price. 
This sheep is hardy, feeds well, comes early to maturity, and 
will always pay a large and sure profit. 

The Leicester 

is one of the oldest and best known varieties of English 
mutton sheep. It is the original stock from which most of 
the modern varieties of long-wooled sheep have been produced. 
Most of this variety now in New England are from Canada, 
and more or less recently from England. The size of this 
sheep is intermediate between the Down and Cotswold. 
Compared with the latter, the Leicester is an older race, not 
quite as hardy, more delicate in constitution, somewhat 
more liable to disease, but feeds well, takes on flesh rapidly, 
and becomes a beautiful animal. For many years they can 
not fail to pay a large profit to the breeder and feeder. 

The Cotswold 

is a more recent variety, is more hardy, and the largest 
variety known. It has been proved by experiments in Eng- 
land, that this variety returns more flesh and fat for a» given 
amount of food, than any other. The best variety of this 
class of sheep, is a late improved variety, called the New 
Oxfordshire. They were imported into this country but a 
few years since. They were introduced into New England 
by the writer, who still owns the largest flock of this variety 
in America. They have justified the highest expectations, 
and so far proved themselves worthy of the high reputation 
they have established in England. As breeders and nurses, 
they are superior, producing two, and often three, at a birth. 
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Their monstrous size, fine forms, and long, white, silky fleeces, 
give them a most imposing appearance, and render them as 
objects of beauty unrivaled. The Iambs will sometimes 
weigh one hundred and fifty pounds, at seven months old. 
Bucks have attained the enormous weight of over four hund- 
red pounds, and fat sheep the same surprising weight. In 
this country we have had sixty-seven pounds per quarter, and 
well authenticated reports from England, of an enormous 
carcass of three hundred and thirty-five pounds, or more than 
eighty pounds per quarter. The mutton of these sheep is so 
desirable, that the butchers have paid, and still offer one 
hundred dollars for any carcass, weighing over two hundred 
pounds. It is not difficult to make the high grades worth 
twenty-five dollars to the "butcher. Those of pure blood 
suitable for breeding, have sold high. In one instance, dur- 
ing the past year, a buck was sold for twelve hundred and 
fifty dollars. Specimens have been sent from this flock to all 
parts of the United States and Canada, and so far as heard 
from, have excited universal admiration. They have been 
shown at State and National Fairs, and always taken the 
highest prizes. At the late Fair of this State, all the prizes 
offered on long-wooled sheep, were taken by sheep from this 
flock. All things considered, this is the best mutton sheep 
now known. 

The following is a fair average result in feeding swine and 
sheep, and shows at a glance, the superior merits of the latter. 

The experiment with the swine, is by Mr. Lawes, reported 
in the Journal of the Royal Agricultural Society. That in 
sheep feeding, was under the writer's own observation. 

The sheep were high grades New Oxfordshire, younger 
than the best age for feeding. They had good pasture and a 
corn stubble, in which were left small turnips not worth 
harvesting. The cost of the sheep Was paid by the wool, 
VIZ., two fleeces, each about ten pounds, worth six dollars. 
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$52.50 
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The estimates are made at present market prices, and 
profit calculated on the presumption that the animals were 
raised by those who fed them. If any should think the 
difference greater on paper than in fact, let any reasonable 
allowance be made, and there is still an overwhelming 
balance against pork. It costs more to breed, three times as 
much to feed, sells for about half the price, and so far as made 
on grain, converts every dollar's worth of corn into fifty cents' 
worth of pork. Such is not a business to be prosecuted by 
the shrewd farmers of New England. 

JOHN T. ANDREW. 

West Cornwall, Jan. 28th, 1855. 



ROOT CULTURE. 



The cultivation of edible roots deserves more attention 
than it has yet received from the farmers of New England. 
No other civilized country with equal facilities cultivates 
so few. The best agriculturists produce them most largely. 
The root crop is a somewhat accurate measure of agricul- 
tural progress in any country. On new lands corn and 
wheat may be produced far in advance of civilization, but 
successful root culture has usually been the result of industry 
directed by science. The tawny native Americans produced 
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corn, but not roots, and we, their successors, have followed 
the example of the Indian, and left the large and profitable cul- 
ture of roots to the more advanced agriculture of Europe. 
It is respectfully suggested that this course has continued 
too long. The common opinion that the soil and climate of 
New England are not adapted to the production of roots, 
has been refuted by actual experiment. The largest root 
crops in this country are equal to those of any other. The 
proper soil may be found or made on almost every farm. In 
this rough little state of Connecticut, the roughest county 
is Litchfield. Its rugged and ungrateful soil of broken 
rocks, returns to the husbandman but grudgingly. If the 
county has any well earned agricultural honors, they are the 
rewards of indomitable industry and skill, triumphing over 
frigidity of climate and severity of soil. And yet the report 
of the Agricultural Society, shows that large and profitable 
crops of roots may be produced even in the county of Litch- 
field. The following is from the list of prizes for 1853. 

N. Hart, Cornwall, 936 bushels Carrots per acre. 

A. Wadhams, Goshen, 1344 " " " 

A. Beecher, Bethlem, 14H) " " " 

T. S. Gold, Cornwall, 1184 " Rutabaga " 

J. T. Andrew, W. CornwaU, 1272 " " " 

J.T.Andrew, « 2102 "Long Turnips" 

In the summer of 1852, a crop of Rutabagas was culti- 
vated by the writer. The object which was kept con- 
stantly in view in its cultivation, was to produce a larger 
yield than had ever been reported in America. As the 
experiment was successful, a brief description of the proc- 
ess may be useful. The field selected was an old meadow, 
nearly worn out. The surface soil was not more than 
two or three inches thick. Below this was cold, hard, 
yellow earth. It had been planted the preceding season 
with potatoes to subdue the turf. The rocks and stones 
were all removed, and the field manured, plowed and har- 
rowed until it was a black, soft, friable bed, fourteen inches 
deep. To produce this condition, requires on a soil so bar- 
ren, one hundred loads of manure, thoroughly incorpora^d 
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with the soil by plowing several times, and harrowing until 
no earth or manure remains in lumps. Furrows were then 
plowed eighteen inches apart, into which were drilled six 
loads per acre of compost of the richest manure from the 
barn-yard, poultry, and other buildings, mixed with ashes, 
lime and gypsum. The furrow was then turned back upon 
the manure, forming ridges ; in the top of which, channels 
were drawn an inch deep, for the seed, directly over the 
manure. In the channels the seeds were placed, about half 
a dozen in a. place, ten inches asunder, and covered with the 
rake. When up, the plants were all removed, except the 
best ones in each space. They were afterward carefully 
and thoroughly hand-hoed, at intervals of about a week, 
until the leaves covered the ground. At maturity, some of 
the leaves were measured and found to cover a circle of five 
feet in diameter. No crop could be more luxuriant or 
beautiful. It was gathered and measured by disinterested 
persons, and yielded one thousand, six hundred and sixty 
bushels per acre. The following is an approximation to the 
cost of the crop per acre. 

Removing rocks and stones, . . . $2.50 

Plowing four times and harrowing, . . 10.00 

Forming ridges, • . . , . .50 

Raking and planting, . . . 2.50 

Weeding and thinning, .... 4.00 

Hoeing four times, .... 6.00 

Harvesting, . . . . . 8.00 

1 lb. seed, ..... .75 

Rent of land, ..... 1.80 

100 loads of manure, $50, (half charged to crop,) 25.00 

Total, .... $61.05 

The produce was a large quantity of tops, . $4.00 

1,660 bushels roots, 12^ cts., . . . 207.50 

Total income, . . . $211.60 

Cost of crop deducted, . . 61.05 

Profit, , ' . . . 

Cost per bushel three and a half cents. 
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The market value of these roots was at the time 
three shillings, which would make an income of $622.50 
And a profit per acre, .... 561.46 

The comparative value of these roots may be learned in 
either of two ways. 

First, by actual experiments in feeding; and. 

Second, by chemical analysis. 

The latter mode gives the following results. The dry 
matter of the different varieties of the turnip varies from eight 
to twenty-two per cent The Rutabaga contains more 
than most other kinds, and will average about sixteen per cent. 
dry matter. Allowing fifty pounds per bushel, and one-sixth 
dry matter, the above crop of 1,660 bushels of Rutabagas 
gives 13,833^ lbs. dry matter, which is shown by analysis, to 
contain as much nutriment as the same weight of corn, esti- 
mating corn at sixty lbs. per bushel; and the above crop of 
roots is for feeding purposes equal to a crop of 230 bushels 
of corn per acre. 

But this estimate, founded on the dry matter, does not 
justice to the roots, since they are probably worth more to 
feed in their natural state, than when reduced to a dry pow- 
der. Actual experiments with these roots are not yet suffix 
ciently numerous to prove anything, but they do indicate 
that a thousand bushels of roots can be raised as easily as a 
hundred oi corn^ and that for feeding purposes, one such 
crop of roots is worth two of corn. 

JOHN T. ANDREW. 

West Cornwall, Feb. 3d, 1855. 



EARLY POTATO ROT IN THE STATE OP 
MAINE- 

The occurrence' of so fatal a disease as the recent 'Potato 
Rot, in a plant so widely cultivated as this, and furnishing 
the means of subsistence to so large a portion of the human 
race, is a matter of vast importance, and justifies us in treas^ 
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uting every item of its history, and any fact in any way 
pertaining to it; for it is only when the thing comes to be 
fully understood, that we can expect to be able to apply the 
proper remedy. 

The potato disease which I propose to describe very 
briefly, was well known in several towns in Lincoln county, 
Maine, nearly forty years ago, and perhaps even earlier, but 
I am not aware that any description of it has ever been 
published, except a short article by myself, a few -weeks 
since, in the American Agriculturist The writer, then 
a boy, labored more or less upon a farm in the town of 
Bristol, which is situated on the sea-coast, in the south part 
of the county above mentioned. The description is entirely 
from recollection. 

The farmers there, at that time, planted their potatoes 
almost exclusively in hills like Indian corn, and it was 
characteristic of the disease that it would attack separate 
hills simultaneously in all parts of the field, thus indicating, 
as many at the time supposed, that it originated in the planted 
tuber. Its ravages were much less destructive than those of the 
modern disease, as it seldom affected more than a tenth, or 
perhaps one-eighth part of a whole field and never appeared in 
the tubers after their removal from the ground. Sometimes 
a part of the vines in a hill would be attacked, while the 
other part would remain healthy; and seldom ever were 
there any indications that the disease was communicated 
from one hill to another. In other words, the disease, what- 
ever it was, did not appear to be contagious ; and the opinion 
was therefore adopted by many that it was limited to the 
vines produced from seed-tubers, in which the germ of the 
disease, so to speak, or the virus, (to use a medical term,) 
existed before planting. 

Sometimes a few hills would be seen diseased at the time 
of hilling — about the last of June or first of July — ^and as the 
season progressed, other hills in different, .and perhaps dis- 
tant parts of the field, would be attacked, in the same man- 
ner, without any apparent connection between them. Bat 
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generally there would be no appearance of it, as I recollect, 
until as lat« as the first of August, or later. 

The first indication of the disease in a vine would be seen 
in*a slight wilting or curling of the edges of the leaves, and 
almost always the whole of the rest of the plant — the stem, 
and smaller leaves, and the leaf-stalks — would soon, if not 
immediately, put on a deeper green. If the roots were ex- 
amined at this time, they would be found more or less dis- 
eased, but the plant would often continue to grow for some 
time, the stalks becoming even stouter than those of the 
healthy plants, but not increasing so much in length. In 
other cases the plants would soon wither away and die. 

When the plant assumed the deep green color, multitudes 
of small tubers would usually form on the lower part of the 
stalks, but above the ground, and the stalk would become 
hollow like the decaying trunk of an old tree, the roots and 
proper tubers being involved in the decay. The tubers in 
their decay, which would always commence at the part 
where the stem is attached, would generally turn to a soft 
pulp or jelly, but sometimes they would be quite hard, and 
of a white color, but rotten throughout. 

Late in the season it would usually be found, that the plants 
first attacked would be entirely decayed, while in others, the 
disease would be in every stage of its progress. As stated 
above, I never knew the disease to attack the tubers after 
their removal from the ground, but single ones, in* which the 
rot had commenced, would continue to decay, and perhaps 
others in the immediate contact, would rot likewise, in con- 
sequence of the moisture produced, just as a rotten apple or 
orange occasions the rotting of others in contact with them. 
It will be perceived that this disease was essentially dif- 
ferent from the modern rot, in several particulars, being also 
much l^ss destructive. As I have already said, many 
believe that it originated in the planted tubers, and they 
therefore thought that by obtaining their seed potatoes from 
distant places, where the disease was not known, it might 
be avoided. This was done to some extent, and I think, 
with favorable results. 
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At the place of the writer's residence, the disease was at 
its worst, about 1818 or 1820, and little is recollected of it 
after 1822 or 1823, Whether it extended beyond a few 
towns on the sea-coast in Lincoln county, is unknown. The 
modern disease prevailed in Maine very much the same as 
in other places. 

JOHN JOHNSTON. 

MiDDLETowN, Feb. 16, 1855. 
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HARTFORD 
COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY/ 



Thb Hartford County Agricultutal Society, is the oldest 
in the state, and was organized nearly forty years ago. A 
number of gentlemen from different parts of the county, met 
at the state-house, in Hartford, on the 27th of August, 1817, 
to take into consideration the propriety of forming a County 
Agricultural Society. Nathaniel Terry, Esq., was called to 
the chair, and Henry L. Ellsworth, Esq., appointed secretary^ 
A committee was appointed, of which Pliny Hillyer, Esq.^ 
Was chairman, to draft articles of association for the Society, 
and report the same at a future meeting. At a subsequent 
meeting, held at the Btate-house, Oct. 7th, the same year, 
the articles of association, together with certain by-laws, 
submitted by the committee appointed to prepare them, 
were passed, and officers were elected for the year ensuing. 
They consisted of the following persons! Andrew Kings- 
bury, President; Norman Knox, Is^ Vice-President '; John 
Russ, 2nd Vice-President) Henry L. Ellsworth, Cbr- 
responding' Secretary; Henry Seymour, Recordings &c- 
tetary; Christopher Colt, Treasurer ; Michael Olcott, 
Auditor; together with various Town, and other committees* 
The first Cattle Show took place in Hartford, October 13th> 
1818, and numerous premiums were awarded. The Society 
xjontinued slowly but steadily to advance, as its objects and 
usefulness became belter known and appreciated, until the 

• Presidents of the Hartford County Agricultural Society, from the first 
organization in 1817 to 1855, inclusive : Andrew Kingsbury, Timothy Pitkin> 
Enoch Perkins, Charles A. Goodrich, Solomon Olmsted, D. W. Gttint, Egbert 
Cowle9> Norman Porter, Horace Pitkin. 

11 
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year 1831, when from the want of a sufficient degree of 
public interest and support, its operations were temporarily 
suspended. It revived again, however, in 1840, and Charlesi 
A. Goodrich, who was President at the time of its suspen- 
sion, was again elected to that office, from which time to the 
present, it ^jbis continued in a prosperous and flourishing 
condition, and the beneficial and life-giving influence it has 
exerted, and still continues to exert upon the agricultural, 
mechanical, and manufacturing interests of the community, 
must be obvious to every impartial observer, while in its 
encouragement of the Fine Arts, to the proper culture of 
which we owe so much of our true enjoyment and happiness, 
it has done more than anything else, to foster a love for the 
beautiful and the true. 

This Society was never in a more flourishing condition 
than- at present. For several years past, an increasing 
interest has been manifested in its annual exhibitions. Each 
competitor for the Society's premiums has striven to excel 
the rest, and a praiseworthy zeal has been exhibited by all 
who have had the interests and objects of the Society at 
^eart. Farmers, mechanics, artists, and artisans, have been 
brought together ; their various experiences, their successes 
and their failures, compared ; numerous hints and suggestions 
thrown out ; and a marked and steady improvement in the 
various professions, has been the beneficial result. 

The main objects of the Hartford County Agricultural 
Society are, the promotion of an increasing interest in all 
that relates to the cultivation of the soil, the best, most 
thorough, and most economical means of so doing; the 
encouragement of home manufactures, and the advancement 
of the Fine Arts in our midst. With these laudable objects 
in view, the Society has o^rercome numerous obstacles, but 
is at last based upon a firm foundation. This happy result 
has been accomplished through the unwearied energy and 
perseverance of a few, who, having the objects of the Society 
at heart, worked manfully through shade as well as sunshine, 
until their efforts were crowned with merited success. 

To no single individual does this Society owe more than 



Digitized by 



Google 



156 

to the gentleman, who for so many years has served it faith- 
fully as Recording Secretary, F. A. Brown, Esq. All who 
have cooperated with him, can testify to the ability and skill, 
as well as the untiring industry with which he has attended 
to the arduous duties of his office. Few men would have 
done what he has done, and fewer still could have done it, 
and the Society will ever have reason to thank him for the 
&ticcessful and prudent manner in which he has managed its 
affairs. ^ 

We would also, refer to our worthy President, Horace 
Pitkin, Esq. For several years he has held the highest office 
which it is in the power of the Society to bestow. The 
various duties, incident to his position, though often arduous 
and perplexing, he has performed faithfully and well, and all 
who have been associated with him can testify, to his uniform 
gentlemanly deportment, willingness to render all the aid in 
his power in carrying out the objects of the Society, as well 
as his kindness and urbanity toward all who fell in his way. 

Many others might be named, who have also served the 
Society in various capacities, some of whom have gone to 
their long rest, their labors among us ended forever, but their 
good works will never be forgotten, nor their influence cease 
to be felt. We have not space to enumerate their services, 
but those who knew and loved them, will never let their 
names fade from their memory. 

As it was generally understood that the first exhibition of 
the Connecticut State Agricultural Society, was to come off 
at INew Haven, during the second week in October, it was 
deemed advisable by some to postpone the annual display of 
the Hartford County Society, for the present year, but many 
friends of the Society strenuously urged the unfavorable con- 
sequences likely to result from such a course, and it was 
finally decided, after a long and warm debate, to hold the 
Fair in Hartford, as usual, during the^r^^ week of October, 
however, instead of the second, as had previously been the 
custom. Thereby giving all an opportunity to visit both 
exhibitions, as well as affording those so disposed, a chance 
to display their articles both at New Haven and Hartford. 
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The result was more flattering than had been anticipated. 
The display was every way creditable, and the articles con- 
tribnted of surpassing excellence. The Gallery of Fine Arts 
was as well filled, and as much admired as ever, (being 
continually thronged with visitors,) while the general 
attendance, and interest manifested, were in no way 
diminished. 

A new feature was also added to the list of attractions. 
An equestrian exhibition by the ladies, came off upon the 
extensive grounds of Col. Samuel Colt, in the South Meadow, 
which he generously offered the Society, for the exhibition of 
stock and display in horsemanship, and although the notice 
that such an exhibition was to take place, was not given out 
until the previous afternoon, four ladies were on the ground, 
and acquitted themselves handsomely, and with great credit, 
to the admiration of thousands of spectators who were 
assembled to witness the novel exhibition. 

The Fair in its various departments, passed off pleasantly 
to all concerned, without interfering in the least with the 
exhibition or success of the State Society, as may be seen by 
an examination of the reports of that institution, especially 
that of the Treasurer, which shows a large surplus remaining 
on hand, with which to carry out the plans of the Society in 
years to come. And while we sincerely hope, that all may 
take an interest in the State Society, we can but express a 
wish, that the citizens of Hartford County may ever, as 
heretofore, lend their aid in liberally supporting their own 
Society, and see that it is not surpassed by any similar 
institution in the State. 
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COMMITTEE NO. 1.— STOCK OF CATTLE. 

To the Hartford County Agricultural Society : 

The Committee on Stocks of Cattle respectfully report : That on 
entering upon their duties, they found five competitors for the So- 
ciety's premium of twenty head, and one of ten head. They did not 
think it advisable to give preference to any particular grade, but 
based their decision on the general appearance of the whole stock. 
They commenced with a general survey of all stock presented by 
the different competitors, the owner giving a description of each ani- 
mal and its grade. Norman Porter, of Berlin, exhibited a fine collec- 
tion of young stock, viz., eleven three-quarter blood Durham heifers, 
four full blood Durham bulls, one cow and calf, and one yearling 
Durham, full blood. 

The stock exhibited by William L. Cowles, of Farmington, were 
all full blood Devons ; viz., three pair superior cattle, handsome 
color and in good order, three cows, three two year old heifers, four 
one year old heifers, and two eight months old, two full blood 
Devon ; bulls all reflecting credit on the owner. 

Samuel Deming, of Farmington, exhibited five pair of cattle 
and steers, from two to six years old, which were beautiful and well 
matched, one superior native and Durham bull, one yiear old, seven 
cows from three to seven years old, four one year old. Mr. Dem- 
ing's specimens of cows and heifers were in fine condition and of the 
highest order, both for the dairy and stock. His stock was principally 
native and crosses of Durham and Devon. 

Timothy Mather, of Windsor, stock numbered twenty-one, mostly 
crosses of native and Durham. They were very handsome, and 
their general appearance remarkably fine. 

Col. Solomon Porter, of Hartford, exhibited twelve head of fine 
animals. His stock was principally crosses of native and Durham, 
remarkably handsome and in good order. 

Thomas Cowles, of Farmington, exhibited twenty-two head ; three 
pair working oxen, thr^e full blood Durham bulls, three very superior 
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full blood Durham cows. The remainder of his stock was princi- 
pally full blood Durham, good size, and beautiful proportion. 

They awarded, 
Samuel Deming, Farmin/fton, best stock of twenty head, . $20 
Solomon Porter, Hartford, best stock of ten head, . 10 

At the annual meeting of the Society, held October 18, 1854, prem- 
iums were awarded for the exhibition of fine stocks of cattle, to the 
following persons : 

Norman Porter, Berlin, $8 

William L. Cowles, Farmington, S 

Timothy Mather, Windsor, .8 

Thomas Cowles, Farmington, ..... 8 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

HORACE WILLIAMS, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 2.— WORKING OXEN SIX YEARS 
OLD AND UPWARD, AND FAT CATTLE. 

To the Hartford County Agrtctdtiiral Society : 

The Committee on Working Oxen Six Years Old and Upward, 
and Fat Cattle, respectfully report : That in entering upon their 
duties, they found presented for their inspection, the number of 
twelve pairs. Considering the universal drought of the past sum- 
mer, your committee were- surprised and gratified to find all the 
cattle that came under their inspection, in such high order, fit either 
for the butcher or the yoke, and in selecting such as should re- 
ceive the Society's premiums, your committee were somewhat in 
doubt, where the majority were so worthy of them. But for size, 
evenness of matching, beauty of color, and perfect discipline, your 
committee would award to John Barnard, of Hartford, the Society's 
first premium of $6 for the best pair of six year old oxen, weigh- 
ing 4,100 pounds; and for the same good qualities, but being less 
of weight, your committee would award to Hamilton Brothers, of 
West Hartford, the Society's second premium of $5 ; and for pos- 
sessing the same qualities in about an, equal degree, to Daniel Wil- 
lard, of Newington, the third premium of $3. 

There were three fat oxen presented for their inspection. Your 
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committee were ubanimous in awarding to John Webster, of Berlin, 
the first and only premium of $6 for the best fat ox. 
All which is submitted. 

W. M. WADSWORTH, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 3.— WORKING OXEN, FIVE YEARS 

OLD. 

To the Hartford County Agricultural Society : 

Horace Hart, New Britain, best, first premium, . . . $5 

Lester Luce, Newington, second best, second premium, . 4 

Horace Hart, New Britain, third best, third premium, . 3 



COMMITTEE NO. 4.— WORKING OXEN, FOUR YEARS 

OLD. 

To the Hartford County Agricultural Society: 

Frederick Deming, Farmington, best, $4 

Lester Luce, Newington, second best, .... 3 

Henry Utley, Hartford, third best, ... .2 



COMMITTEE NO. 5.— THREE YEAR OLD STEERS. 

To the Hartford County Agricultural Society: 

The Committee on Three Year Old Steers, have to report : That 
two of the committee, Messrs. H. Robbins and H. White, were not 
present. Messrs. Edward Hollister, of South Glastenbury, and F. 
R. Bissell, of Manchester, were appointed as substitutes. 

Your con^mittee expected, and would have been glad to have 
seen more of this class of cattle offered for exhibition and premium, 
but were happy to find all of those entered for premium, on the ground. 

The number of pairs thus entered were seven, and your committee 
were gratified to find, that although the number was not as large as 
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is sometimes exhibited, still tke size, beftnty, qoalitj and wtSr 
matching of the several pairs presented, evinced a growing spirit of 
improvement in the farmers of Hartford countj, worthy of all com- 
mendatioD. 

Your committee regret the want of larger, and more premiums, at 
their disposal for distribution, as other pairs were highly meritorious^ 
and to which the committee were unable to award, as they would have 
been pleased to do. 

The premiums awarded are as follows : 
Elisha Phelps, Bloomfield, first premium^ . » . • $3 

H. W. Milb, Windsor^ second do., » » • 2 

D. H. Willard, Newington, third do., • • • • 1 

Bespectfully submitted. 

SAMUEL DEMING, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 6*— STEERS UNDER THREE YEARS. 

To the Hartford County Agricultural Society: 

The Committee on Steers under Three Years of Age, respectfully 
leport, that there were four pair of steers exhibited, all of them good 
ones, also, one pair one year old, with some under that age. 

Your committee award the premiums as follows : 
Anson Mills, Bloomfield, first premium, . . » • $3 

Henry Utley, Hartford, second premium, . * • . 2 

Henry E. Seymour, West Hartford, third premium, • . 1 
John B. Griswold, West Hartford, one year old, second premium^ 1 
Josiah Capron, Hartford, discretionary premium for piur steers, 

6 months old, 1 

L. F. Frisbie, Windsor, discretionary premium for one steer, 6 

months old, ........ 1 

AH of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN E. COWLES. 
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COMMITTEE NO. 7.— BLOOD STOCK, DEVONSHIRES. 

To the Hartford County Agricultural Society: 

Chester Elmer, West Hartford, best Devonshire bull, . . $6 
P. H. North, New Britain, second best Devonshire bull, . 3 

Wm. li. Cowles, Farmington, best Devonshire cow, . .6 

F. W. Cowles, Farmington, second best Devonshire cow, . 3 

Wm. L. Cowles, Farmington, best Devonshire heifer, two year 

old, 3 

Wm. L. Cowles, Farmington, best Devonshire heifer one year old, 2 

JOSHUA C. LUCE, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 8.— BLOOD STOCK, DURHAMS. 

To the Hartford County Agricultural Society: 

Premiums awarded on Blood Stock, Durhams : 
F. H. North, New Britain, best Durham bull, . . . $S 

Thomas Cowles, Farmington, second best Durham bull, . 3 

Thomas Cowles, Farmington, best Durham cow, . . .6 

Thomas Cowles, Farmington, second best Durham cow, . 3 

Thomas Cowles, Farmington, best Durham heifer, two years old, 3 
Thomas Cowles, Farmington, best Durham heifef, one year old, 3 
THADDEUS WELLES, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 9.— MILCH COWS, FIVE YEARS 
OLD AND UPT^ARD. 

To the Hartford County Agricultural Society: 

The Committee on Cows of Five Years Old and not Six, and 
Six Years Old and Upward, respectfully report : That in attending 
to the duties assigned them, they found on exhibition, about thirty 
cows, nine of which were entered on book, but only three of these 
complied with the rules of the Society, so as to compete for a 
premium. 
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They were mostly very fine animals, such as any fanner might 
take an honorable pride in exhibiting, and a few of them were such 
as are seldom equaled. 

We were referred to several as giving large quantities of milL 
One was certified as giving thirty quarts per day, as an average for a 
number of weeks, another twenty-six quarts, and several others, to 
nearly that amount. 

Those that complied with the rules of the Society were as follows. 

No. 73, owned by Joseph Hollister, of Hartford. She gave 
according to certificate fifteen quarts milk per day, weighing thirty 
pounds, and made in six successive days, eleven and three-fourths 
pounds of butter. Feed, grass. Age, five years. Breed, cross. 

No. 19, owned by Wooster B. Seymour, of Hartford. She gave 
twenty quarts, weighing forty pounds, and made in seven days sixteen 
and half pounds butter, and from the 1st of November, to the 1st of 
May, made on an average, fifteen and half pounds butter per wceL 
Feed, first crop hay and cornstalks, sixteen quarts roots, and four 
quarts provender per day. Age, seven years. Breed, native. 

No. 9, owned by George A. Hunn, of Hartford. She gave 
sixteen quarts, weighing thirty-three pounds, and made in seven 
days, thirteen and three-fourths pounds butter. Feed, hay, and trial 
made in December. 

Another trial was made in June : she then gave forty-four pounds 
per day, (the number of quarts not stated,) and made in seven days 
twelve pounds butter. Age, nine years ; breed, cross of Durham 
and native. * 

Premiums are awarded as follows : 
Wooster B. Seymour, Hartford, best seven years old, . . $6 
George A. Hunn, Hartford, second best nine years old, . 4 

Joseph Hollister, Hartford, best five years old, ... 5 

Perhaps your committee might with propriety remark, that in 
awarding to Mr. Seymour, the first premium on his cow, they did not 
arrive at such a conclusion from her animal appearance, she being 
one of the most ordinary looking animals on the ground, her size 
being small, proportions ordinary, low in flesh, compared with manj 
others, color red brown, and perfectly hornless. 

We presume that very many spectators looked upon her as 
unworthy of a place at such an exhibition, but discriminating judges 
would at once perceive traits of a superior milker. 
. In regard to the product of the cow in question, we would simply 
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add, that her owner brought the most incontestable evidence of his 
statements, and jour committee take great pleasure in recording it. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN D. SEYMOUR, Chairman. 

October, 1854. 



COMMITTEE NO. 10.— MILCH COWS UNDER FIVE 
YEARS OLD, AND HEIFERS. 

To the Hartford County Agricultural Society: 

The Committee on Milch Cows under Five Years Old and 
Heifers, report : 

There was a good number and variety of animals presented for 
our inspection. As there was no statement of milk given in a 
single instance, we are unable to notice the comparative value of 
the cows in this respect. We noticed some very fine specimens of 
heifers two and three years old; also, there were some very fine 
steers entered upon the book ; one yearling steer, we think deserved 
a premium, and as your committee were of the opinion, that this 
class of animals did not come properly under our inspection, we 
recommend a premium of $2. We have awarded to 
F. H. North, New Britain, best three years old, . . • $3 

J. S. French, Hartford, second best three years old, . . 2 

Hamilton & Brothers, West Hartford, best two years old, . 3 

Samuel Hurlburt, West Hartford, second best two years old, . 2 
F. H. North, New Britain, third best two years old, . . 1 

H. E. Stoddard, Newington, best one year old, , • . 2 

Jonathan Goodwin, Hartford, second best one year old, . 1 

F. H. North, New Britain, best calf, three months old, • . 2 
John B. Griswold, West Hartford, second best calf, three months 

old, 1 

James Goodwin, Hartford, discretionary premium for an extra 

meritorious heifer, 3 

Levi C; Griswold, Griswoldville, for a calf six months old, a 

discretionary premium, • • • . • ,2 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

D. W. BARTLETT, Chairman. 

Hartford, October 18, 1854. 
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COMMITTEE NO. 11.— BULLS, CROSS AND NATIVE 

BREED. 

To the Hartford County Ayricultural Society : 

Premiums awarded on Cross and Native Breed Bulls: 
F. W. Cowles, Manchester, best four years old, . . . $6 

Sandford Buckland, South Windsor, second best two years old, 3 
Henry Olmsted, East Hartford, third best three years old, . 2 
Hamilton & Brothers, West Hartford, best one year old, . .3 

Chauncey Deming, Farmington, second best one year old, . 2 

F. W. COWLES, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 12.— SHEEP. 

To the Hartford County Ayricultural Society : 

The Committee on Sheep respectfully report, that of fine wool 
sheep there were exhibited five lots. Numbers 22 and 23 were exhib- 
ited by Mr. Sylvester Woodruff*, of Farmington, which were very 
fair samples of fine wool. Number 18 exhibited by Mr. H. Woodrufl^ 
of Farmington. Of fine Bucks there were three presented. One, 
number 19, by Mr. H. W oodruff; of Farmington. Two, 189 and 190, 
by Mr. L. R. Wells, of New Britain. Of coarse wool bucks and sheep 
for mutton, there were seven. Mr. Wm. H. Seymour, of West Hart- 
ford, presented five. Mr. Thomas Treadwell, of Farmington, one. 
Number 79, a South Down, though no one was present to speak for 
him, spoke very well for himself. Of sheep for mutton there were 
three lots ; Messrs. Seymour, Treadwell and Woodruff*, each pre- 
sented the requisite number. 

Your committee can not dismiss this subject, without calling your 
attention to the increase of dogs, the dread of all sheep owners that 
while our other domestic animals are by law confined and taxed, dogs 
are permitted to roam at large, to the serious inconvenience and 
damage of all good citizens. And we would suggest the propriety of 
adopting such measures as will hold them in restraint, and protect 
us from their depredations. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

The premiums are awarded as follows : 
L. R. Wells, New Britain, best fine Wool Buck, . . $5 
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S. "Woodruff, FarmingtoD) best fine Wool Ewes, ... $5 

H. Woodruff, Fannington, second best fine Wool Ewes, . 3 

Xhomas Tread well, Farmington, best coarse Wool Buck, . 5 

Wm. H. Seymour, West Hartford, best six Sheep for Mutton, 5 

H. Woodruff, Farmington, second best six Sheep for Mutton, 3 

SOLOMON COWLES, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 13.— SWINE. 

To the Hartford County Agricultural Society : 

Premiums awarded on Swine : 

F. W. Cowles, Manchester, best Boar, .... $6 

Geo. A. Hunn, Hartford, second best Boar, .... 4 

F. H. North, New Britain, third best Boar, ... 2 

Timothy Spencer, East Hartford, best Sow and Pigs, . . 6 

Henry Olmsted, East Hartford, second best Sow and Pigs, 5 
William H. Dobie, Hartford, discretionary premium for the 

exhibition of two fat Pigs, ...... 2 



COMMITTEE NO. 14.— STALLIONS AND HORSES 
OVER TWENTY YEARS OLD. 

To the Hartford County Agricultural Society : 
Premiums awarded on Stallions and Horses over twenty years old : 

E. S. Morron, Suffield, best Stallion, $6 

J. W. Humphrey, New Britain, second best Stallion, . . 4 

The committee award a discretionary premium to French 
' Morrill, of Danville, Vt., for th^ exhibition of his horse, 

" Bulrush Morgan." 6 

George Beach, Hartford, best Horse over twenty years old, . 3 
Thomas O. Goodwin, West Hartford, second best twenty years 

old, 2 

JOEL T. GREEN, Chairman. 
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COMMITTEE NO. 15.— MATCHED HORSES. 

To the Hartford County Agricultural Society : 

The Committee on Matched Horses take great pleasure in report- 
ing to the Society, that in examining the matched horses which 
have been exhibited on this occasion, they have found valuable 
spans, combining those excellent points which together make up a 
really good horse ; and your committee are gratified at the evident 
indication of an increasing interest in this county, in procuring valua- 
ble crosses, tending to improve this noblest and most useful of ani- 
mals. We find this improvement not only in the heavy draught 
horse, but also in the lighter, more graceful, and fleet carriage and 
saddle horse. In the opinion of your committee, Hartford County 
contains more really good matched horses, than any other county 
in this state, and indeed it excels, in this important particular, most 
of the counties of the Union. We would suggest, however, that our 
agriculturists and breeders, give more attention to the raising of 
horses, and not rely so much as they have heretofore done, upon 
Vermont and other states, from which their supplies have been drawn, 
almost draining the best horse-breeding sections at the north of us, 
of their valuable matched pairs. We are confident that the raising 
of this stock will prove profitable to the Connecticut farmer ; but he 
should select young, well made, and graceful brood mares, as the 
basis of his success. 

There are many costly matched horses owned in the cities, and 
we have to regret that they are not more generally exhibited on the 
occasion of our annual fairs. It is not a premium that these 
gentlemen of wealth desire or that they should especially attempt to 
obtain. But it is for their interest to encourage our fairs — to aid 
all reasonable efforts to procure a greater interest in the breeding of 
horses at home — to show their own valuable animals, so as to incite 
emulation in others, and to afford a good and ready market for their 
horses, in case a coramercia^revulsion should make it necessary for 
them to sell out to the less ambitious, but sure-footed farmer, or in 
case they should deem it a pleasure to dispose of their stables, and take 
a trip to Europe. Let our city friends consider these advantages, 
and hereafter add to the magnificence of our annual fairs by bring- 
ing forward their splendid spans, without the expectation of premi- 
ums ; or if considered necessary by the Prudential Committee of 



Digitized by 



Google 



167 

our Society, have premiams set apart expressly for the ci^ or 
fancy horses. 

The only pair of matched horses raised in the county, offered for 
the Society's premium on that class of horses, belonged to Cooley 
Taylor, of Granby. There being no competitors, your committee 
would suggest that the proper award be made by the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Society. i 

The premiums are awarded as follows : 
M. H. Griffin, Hartford, best Matched Horses owned in the county, $4 
Sidney Pinney, Hartford, second best Matched Horses, . 3 

William Capron, West Hartford, third best Matched Horses, 2 

Cooley Taylor, Granby, best Matched Horses raised in the county, 5 
A. E. Clapp, Hartford, for the best pair of Matched Ponies, a 

discretionary premium of ..... . 3 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

R. M. ABBE, ) 

J. W. HUMPHREY, y Committee. 

THOMAS O. GOODWIN,) 



COMMITTEE NO. 16— SINGLE HORSES. 

To the Hartford County Agricultural Society : 

Premiums awarded on Single Horses : 
Wm. S. White, Hartford, best Mare raised in the county, • $4 
M. H. Griffin, Hartford, second best Gelding raised in the county, 3 
Harry Alderman, East Granby, best Gelding owned in the county, 3 
Benjamin Bright, Thompsonville, second best Gliding owned 

in the county, 2 

JAMES F. LEWIS, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 17.— COLTS, THREE YEARS OLD 
AND UNDER. 

To the Hartford County Agricultural Society : 

Premiums awarded on Colts, three years old and under: 
Allen A. Alderman, Granby, best colt, three years old, • • $4 
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H. {Toodfufir, Farmington, second best colt, three years old, $3 
Hamilton & Brotherj, West Hartford, best colt, one year old, 8 
Samuel C. Hawley, Farmington, second best colt, one do., 2 

George Woodruff, Farmington, third best colt, one year old, 1 

TIMOTHY G. JEROME, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 18-— COLTS, TWO YEARS OLD- 

To the Hartford County Agricultural Society i 

Your Committee on Two Year Old Colts, would respectfully 
report : That seven colts of this class were presented for inspec 
tion. All of them, we are gratified in stating, were fine animals, 
bearing evidence of care in breeding. We would remark also, 
that there appears to be a growing interest among our agriculturists, 
upon the subject of raising good horses. More attention is given to 
the crossing of stocks, calculated to produce the kind of horses most 
needed. Connecticut might, however, produce annually, a much 
larger number of really good horses than she has ever done, and to 
great advantage to our agriculturists. But to secure this object 
with complete success, the practice of breeding from old, broken-down 
mares, and those of inferior points, must be abandoned. A poor 
dam is almost certain to bring an inferior colt, whilst a young, vigor- 
ous mare, of active motion, good muscle, and kind disposition, with 
a proper cross, will never fail to produce a valuable colt. The ques- 
tion arises then, as to which produces the most profit, a colt from a 
poor dam, worth at a year old, twelve or fifteen dollars, or one from 
a good dam, worth at the same age, from one hundred to one hund- 
red and fifty dollars ? The cross, too, should be as carefully guarded. 
It is no economy to procure a poor one for five dollars, when a good 
one, like the Vermont Morrell horse, for instance, combining a high 
standard of speed with gi*eat muscular power and beauty of form) 
can be procured for twenty-five dollars. The difference in the value 
of the colts will be far greater than the cost of procuring the cross; 
and the importance of improving the stock of our horses generallyj 
is also worthy of consideration. In the opinion of your committee, 
most of the farmers of Connecticut can raise one or more good colts 
to advantage. 

Among those presented to us for inspection, we fbund it somewhat 
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difficult to discriminate, especially as between the colt belonging t# 
Mr. Luce, of Newington, and the filly owned by Mr. Hawley, <rf 
Farmington. But after due deliberation and a comparison of the 
various good points preseoted, the committee decided to award the 
premiums as follows : 

Lester Luce, Newington, best colt, two years old, . . $4 

Samuel C. Hawley, Farmington, second best colt, two years old, S 
John B. Griswold, West Hartford, third best colt, two years old, 2 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

A. W. BIRGE, ) 

R. S. WHITE, y Oomm%tU€. 

D. L. HUBBARD,) 



COMMITTEE NO. 19.— BREEDING MARES. 

To the Hartford County AgricvUurdl Society : 

Premiums awarded on Breeding Mares : 
Newell Miner, Canton, best breeding mare, . . . $5 

William H. King, Suffield, second best breeding mare, . 3 

Egbert Cowles, Farmington, third best do., . . S 

Allen A. Alderman, Granby, best colt, three years old, . 4 

RALPH COWLES, Ghairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 20— POULTRY. 

To the Hartford County Agricultural Society : 

G. B. Owen, Hartford, best variety of fowls, . . . $3.00 

F. W. Cowles, Farmington, second best variety of fowls, 2.00 

Thomas O. Goodwin, West Hartford, best turkeys, . . 2.00 

Allen S. Griswold, best geese, 2.00 

Solomon Porter, Hartford, best ducks, .... 2.00 

John F. Phelps, Bloomfield, best phittagong fowls, . 3.00 

R. Caulkins, Hartford, best Cochin China do., . . 2.00 

Horace Waters, Hartford, best Bantam ' do., . . 2.00 

Discretionary premiums awarded as follows : 

CSiester Griswold, West Hartford, fine geese, . . . 1.00 
12 
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Michael L. Sejmoar^ Hartford, fine geese, . . • $1.00 
Franklin Rockwood, do. best rabbits, • • • 1.00 
Frank Goodridge, do. second best rabbits, • .50 

MARTIN ELLWORTH, Cfhairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 21.— PLOWING. 

To the Hartford County AgrieuUural Society : 

The Committee on Plowing, would report : That they found en- 
tered on the book for plowing, thirteen names as competitors for 
the Society's premiums, two of which were minors. Of these names, 
only nine appeared with their teams and plows, to engage in the 
competition. The land selected was on the farm of Ezra Clark, 
Jr., about one and a half miles from the court-house, on the Far- 
mington road. The soil is a light loam, easy for the plow in ordinary 
seasons ; but by the drought of the past summer, rendered more com- 
pact and hard, with a thin sward, making it more difficult to perform 
handsome and perfect work, (an entirely different soil from that found 
on the fiats of the Connecticut, which have been selected for plow- 
ing the last few years.) 

Your committee, in expressing their opinion on the plowing as a 
whole, feel that they will be sustained by the majority of those who 
have made an examination, that it has not been surpassed in work- 
manship for many years; consequently, the committee had some 
doubts in the distribution of the premiums, but in the result, were 
unanimous. Without making any invidious comparisons, we may be 
allowed to speak of one or two points, of one or two specimens. 
The first is that of utility and beauty, in the work performed by 
Hamilton & Brothers, with the double plow, not only the straight- 
ness and perfectness of the furrows, but of its adaptedness for the 
reception. of the seed, of almost every crop that is sown broad-cast, 
or planted in the hill, without the additional labor of harrowing. The 
next is that of beauty, as shown in the last or cl^aring-out furrow of 
the plowing performed by John D. Seymour, which the committee 
think surpasses anything of the kind they have ever witnessed, being 
ai perfect as any other furrow plowed byhhn on that occasion. Of 
the two minors that entered as competitors^ only one was on the 
ground. To him the committee wo\dd ireQDniQkeiid i}» first premioni ; 
offered to minors. 
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The plows used were, two of Prouty & Mears', No. 154 ; one 
Ruggles, Nouj^e, Mason & Co., Sward, D. ; one Chickopee ; one 
Rtiggles, Nourse, Mason Sc Co., No. 35; one Empire, C; one Rug- 
glesy Nourse, Mason & Co., double. No. 83 ; one Eagle, 73^, deep 
tiller. 

The premiums are awarded as follows : 
Hamilton & Brothers, West Hartford, first premium, . . $8 
John D. Seymour, Newington, second premium, . . 5 

Frederick Deming, Farmington, third do., ... 3 

A. E. Todd, (minor,) New Britain, first do., . . 5 

The committee award discretionary premiums to 

A. & T« Jerome, Bloomfield, 3 

William McWethy, Hartford, 2 

JOSEPH E. CONE, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 22.— PRODUCTS OF DAIRY. 

To the Hartford County Agricultural Society : 

The Committee on the Products of the Dairy, beg leave to report : 
That there were presented twelve samples of butter and three of 
cheese. Most of the butter was very good, and \ some was excellent. 
By reference to the secretary's book, after the committer had acted, 
and affixed the premiums to the numbers, it was found that they 
were given as follows : 

D. W. Grant, Bloomfield, best twenty-five pounds butter, . $5.00 
John Barnard, Hartford, best ten pounds butter, • . 3.00 

Mrs. Thomas O. Goodwin, West Hartford, ten pounds butter, 2.00 
Lester Woodford, Bloomfield, ten pounds butter, . . 2.00 

Salmon Phelps, Windsor, ten pounds butter, . - . 2.00 
Mrs. William E. Cowles, Canton, ten pounds butter, . . 1.50 
Mrs. William White, South Windsor, ten pounds butter, 1.00 

George D. Cornish, Hartland, best cheese, . . . .3.00 
Miss Emma C. Newberry, Bloomfield, second best cheese, 2.00 

Mr. Seyms, who was on the committee, declined acting, on account 
of a severe cold which unfitted him for the duty, and Mr. William 
M. Burdick was invited to take his place. Mr. D. W. Grant was 
excused because he had butter to be examined ; and Mr. O. Parish 
was invited to act on the committee. 
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Mr. Grant, who took the first premium, by request, has furnished 
a written statement of his mode of manufacturing butter, which is 
appended to the report, and can be published if the Executive Com- 
mittee deem it advisable. 
Respectfully submitted. 

A. SAVAGE, ) 

WM. M. BURDICK, V Committee. 

O. PARISH, ) 

To the Committee on the Dairy of the Hartford County Agricultural 

Society : 

I should have given you a statement last fall, agreeably to your 
request, of my mode of managing butter, had not domestic aflSiction 
prevented. 

1st. My cows have extra good pastures. Where the pastures are 
poor, the cows are forced to eat frequently what will injure the taste 
of the butter. 

2d. Cleanliness, I need not say, is important in every department. 

3d. The dairy room is entirely devoted to that object, and is cool 
and well ventilated. A pure air and free circulation are important to 
make the butter yellow and good. 

4th. I keep fifteen cows ; this enables me to chum every day (Sun- 
days excepted) during the warm weather. The cream is kept in 
the well, and if it is not cold enough, ice is put into the cream while 
churning. J'his is important, to have the butter come hard. 

5th. I use ground rock salt, and after the salt has penetrated every 
portion of the butter, it is worked twice, and the buttermilk com- 
pletely separated from the butter by means of a butter-worker, which 
saves labor, and effects the object better than it is possible to do 
with warm hands in warm weather. This machine is simple in its 
construction, with a marble bottom, which is cool in summer, and 
easily kept sweet and clean. The lever with which the butter 
is worked, is about three feet long, two inches broad, and one inch 
thick. 

6th. My butter is kept in a vault dug in the bottom of my cellar. 
During the warm weather, this mode of keeping gives better satis- 
faction than where the butter is kept on ice. After being kept on 
ice, it becon^es very soft when exposed to a warm atmosphere. 
Yours, respectfully, 

D. W. Grant. 
Bloomfisld, Oct^ 3, 1854. 
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P. S. When the butter is worked the last time, it is weighed on 
scales, and three pounds put in each ball, and placed as you see it, 
on small boards, which is ready for delivery to families, and enables 
the buyer to carry it to his customers in good shape, to cut from for 
the table. The weighing and the butter-boards are an improvement 
that I have adopted since last year. 



COMMITTEE NO. 23.— POMESTIC BREAD. 

To the Hartford County Agricultural Society : 

Premiums awarded on Domestic Bread. 
Mrs. Benjamin Belden, West Hartford, best domestic bread, 

made from wheat raised in West Hartford, . . . $2 
Mrs. John D. Seymour, Newington, best made from Grenessee 

wheat, 2 

Mrs. Benjamin Belden, West Hattford, best rye bread, . 2 

Mrs. Sheldon Moore, Berlin, second best rye bread, . . 1 

HORACE PITKIN, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 24.— PRODUCE, OTHER THAN 
ROOT CROPS. 

To the Hartford County Agricultural Society: 

The Committee on Produce other than Root Crops respectfully 
report : That the number of articles entered for premiums was not as 
large as in former years, but the committee are glad to say that most 
of the articles were very good, especially the com and beans. 

In attending to their duties, they did not find a single bushel of 
wheat, but two of rye, three of oats, fourteen of corn, and other 
articles in proportion. ^ 

Your committee found it difficult to decide which basket of com 
ought to be entitled to the first premium. They therefore have 
thought best to give a number of discretionary premiums on corn. 

As there was no premium offered on white or field beans, the com- 
mittee thought best to give a discretionary premium of fifty cents 
each, on three of the best samples, there being no difference as to 
quality. 
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PremiumJi awmrded : 

Samuel C. Hmwlej, Fanningtoo, best bushel rye, • • $2.00 

Ljman HotchkUs, West Hartford, second best bashel of rye, 1.00 

Nehemiah Peck, New Britain, best bushel of com, • 2.00 

H. & B. B. Hastings, West Hartford, second best bushel of 

com, 1.00 

Hamilton & Brothers, West Hartford, best bushel of oats, 2.00 
Allen S. Griswold, West Hartford, second best boshel of oats, 1.00 

Marvin Sexton, Simsburj, best bushel of backwheat, . 2.00 

£11 Moore, Southington, best bushel of herds grass seed, 2.00 

William Bigelow, Hartford, best field pumpkins, • • 1.00 

William L. McWethj, Hartford, second best field pumpkins, .50 

T. Deming, East Hartford, best crodmeck squashes, . 1.00 

William Mather, Hartford, second best crooknedL squashes, .50 

Solomon Porter, Hanfofd, best winter squashes, . . 1.00 

Rev. A. Savage, Hartford, second best winter squashes, • .50 

J. K. Hall, East Hartford, best Lima beans, • • • 1.00 

James Bojes, Hartford, second best Lima beans, . • .50 

John Simpson, Hartford, best six heads white cabbage, . 1.00 

Thomas H. Halladaj, Hartford, best six heads red cabbage, 1.00 

Thomas H. Halladaj, Hartford, best white celerj, . . 1.00 

cK. £. Frisbie, Hartford, best red peppers, . . • 1.00 

Thomas H. Halladaj, Hartford, best red tomatoes, • • 1.00 

Ljman Hotchkiss, West Hartford, best honej, • • 2.00 

Rev. A. C. Washburn, Suflleld, second best honej, . • 1.00 

Dtscretionary Premiums. 

J. H. Todd, New Britain, one bushel of com, . • $0.50 

£. A. Deming, Berlin, one bushel of com, .... .50 

A. £. Todd, New Britain, one bushel of cora^ • • .50 

Allen S. Griswold, West Hartford, one bushel of com, . .50 

H. & B. B. Hastings, West Hartford, one bushel of com, .50 

J. W. Giddings, Hartford, one bushel of white com, . . .50 

Augustus Cone, Hartford, one bushel of pop com, . .50 

Thomas O. Goodwin, West Hartford, basket of field beans, .50 

Bdgar A. Belden, West Hartford, basket of field beans, . .50 

J. K. Wheeler, West Hartford, basket of field beans, . ,50 

J. S. Kirkham, Newington, peck of Lima beans, . • .50 

H. B. Strickland, Hartford, sweet com, . • • • .50 



BENJAMIN BELDEN, Oiairman. 
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COMMITTEE NO. 25.— POTATOES AND OTHER ROOT 

CROPS. 

To the Hartford Vounty Agricultural Society: 

The Committee on Potatoes and other Root Crops, respectfully 
report Specimens exhibited, and the number of each yarietj, were 
as follows : 

Potatoes. Of Mercers, nine ; Black Mercers, three ; Carter, two ; 
Berkshire, one; Wallingford White, one; Earlj June, three; Ver- 
mont, one ; Know Nothing, one ; Peach Blow, one ; Irish Protestant, 
one; Jersey Pink, one; Lake Superior, one; Western Red, one; 
,Wood, one; Downing, one; Sand Lake, two; Macomber, one; 
English White, one. 

Turnips. Of Long White, four ; Flat, one ; Red, one ; Yellow 
French, one ; Tellow Stone, one ; Russia, one. 

Parsneps, two. 

Carrots, two. 

Beets. Of Long Blood, one ; Red, three ; Sugar, one. 

Onions, five. 

Peanuts, one bunch. 

The premiums awarded, are as follows : 
Lyman Hotchkiss, West Hartford, best Mercer potatoes, $1.00 

Lowry Robbins, Newington, second best Mercer potatoes, .50 

Thomas Wells, Wethersfield, best Cartei^tatoes, . . 1.00 
J. W. Mills & Son, West Hartford, second best Carter potatoes, .50 
A. W. Dickinson, Glastenbury, best Sand Lake, . . LOO 
Lester Woodford, Bloomfield, second best Sand Lake, .50 

John Simpson, Hartford, best early June, . . . LOO 

Lester Woodford, Bloomfield, best English White, . 1.00 

J. K. Hall, East Hartford, best white parsneps, . . 1.00 
Thomas H. Halladay, Hartford, second best white parsneps, .50 
Hamilton & Brothers, West Hartford, best carrots, . 1.00 

John Simpson, Hartford, best blood beets, ... 1.00 

Lemuel Howlet, Hartfbrd, second best blood beets, . . .50 

Samuel C. Hawley, Farmington, best long blood beets, • 1.00 

Orator Holcomb, West Granby, best red onions, . . 1.00 
Albert C. Griswold, Wethersfield, best yellow onions, . 1.00 

S. N. Gregory, Bloomfield, best fiat turnips, . • . 1.00 
John Webster, Berlin, best long white turnips, . . 1.00 
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Diicretionary Premiums awarded 

J. H. Todd, New Britain, one bushel of corn, . • $0.50 

£. A. Deming, Berlin, one bushel of corn, ... .50 

A. E. Todd, New Britain, one bushel of com, . . . • -50 
Allen S. Griswold, West Hartford, one bushel of com, . .50 

H. 8c B. B. Hastings, West Hartford, one bushel of com, .50 

J. W. Giddings, Hartford, one bushel white com, • • .50 
Augustus Cone, Hartford, one bushel of pop com, • .50 

Thomas O. Goodwin, West Hartford, basket of field beans, .50 

Edgar A. Belden, West Hartford, basket of field beans, . .50 
J. K. Wheeler, West Hartford, basket of field beans, . .60 

J. S. Kirkham, Newington, peck of Lima beans, . • .50 

H. B. Strickland, Hartford, sweet com, ... .50 

E. A. Deming, Berlin, Black Mercers, 50 

Thomas O. Goodwin, West Hartford, Black Mercers, . .50 

P. D. Stillman, Hartford, Yellow Stone turnips, . . .50 

George W. Bulklej, West Hartford, Yellow Stone turnips, .50 



COMMITTEE NO. 26.— APPLES. 

To the Hartford County/ Agricultural Society: 

Premiums awarded on dapples : 
Calvin Hale, East Hartford, best Case apple, 
Seth Purington, Newington, best Baldwin, 
P. Steele & Son, West Hartford, best Boxbury Russets, 
Roswell Moore, Berlin, best Flat Head, . 
Nehemiah Peck, New Britain, best Peck's Pleasant, 
Allen S. Griswold, West Hartford, best Tallman Sweets, 
Ansel Case, North Canton, best York Pippins, 
Ansel Case, North Canton, best Seeknofurthers, 
Solomon Cowles, Farmington, best Rhode Island Greenings, 
Orandison Barber, Bloomfield, best Golden Russets, 
Orandison Barber, Bloomfield, best Spitzenbergs, 
Orandison Barber, Bloomfield, best Kelsej Sweets, 
Samuel C. Hawlej, Farmington, best Belden Sweets, 
Rev. A. Savage, Hartford, best Blue Pearmains, 
Rev. A. Savage, Hartford, best Winter Pearmains, 
J. H. Todd, New Britain, best Pound Royal, 



. $1 
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J. H. Todd, New Britain, best Norristown Sweetings, 
Ralph Risley, East Hartford, best Belle et Bonne, 
Solomon Porter, Hartford, best variety, 
Michael L. Seymour, do. best Wine, 
Jai vis Case, Canton, best Mountain Greening, 
do. do. best Esopus Spitzenbergs, 

do. do. best Vermont Sweeting, 

J. W. Giddings, Hartford, best Gilliflowers, 
Chester Griswold, West Hartford, best Baker Sweetings, 
James P. Foster, Hartford, best Cheeseboro, 
James Foster, Hartford, 



Salmon D. Case, Canton, best Fallawater, 
Salmon D. Case, Canton, best Dutch Mignonne, 
Mrs. Simeon Hart, Farmington, best Fall Pippins, 
Horace Pitkin, Manchester, best Hollow Crown, 
Horace Pitkin, Manchester, best Pumpkin Sweets, 
P. D. Stillman, Hartford, best Newtown Pippins, . 
Salmon D. Case, Canton, best Pownal Gillflowers, 
Salmon D. Case, Canton, best Stebbins Sweets, 
Salmon D. Case, Canton, best Flower of Meadows, 
Charles W. Marden, Hartford, best Lyscom, . 
Albert C. Griswold, Wethersfield, best Steele Sweets, 
Albert C. Griswold, Wethersfield, best Turkey Greenings, 

EMERSON A. WHITING, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 27.— HORTICULTURE. 

To the Hartford County Agricultural Society: 

The Committee on Horticulture would report: That the exhibi- 
tion of fruits and flowers, was in many respects, very creditable to 
the county ; though in some it fell far short of what could, and what 
ought to be done. The native varieties of grapes were exceedingly 
abundant and fine, the dry and ^arm weather having produced their 
perfect maturity. Of Pears, the show was much less than usual, the 
drought having affected materially this crop. Of Plums, the exhibi- 
tion was much superior to any of former years ; the cultivation of 
late varieties of this fruit should be encouraged, as should the cultiva- 
tion of early and late varieties of all fruits, for these, as matters of 
profit, always bring the highest prices. The Peaches were fine and 
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beautiful. The design bj Mr. StUlman, i. deserving of espeeid 
commendation. The show of Green House plante, flowers, &c 
would compare favorably with that of former years, and contributed 
m no small degree to the interest of the exhibition. 
Premiums awarded as follows : 

Pears. 

P. Steele & Son, Hartford, best species of valuable variety, $1.00 

Sheldon Moore, BerUn, CattiUac, ... $100 

Solomon Porter, Hartford, Gray Doyenne, . . * . i.'oo 

Solomon Porter, do. Spanish Bon Chretien, . . 1.00 

Honice Latimer, do. Black Worcester, . . i.OO 
William Bigelow, Hartford, Black Worcester, discretionary 

premium, 50 

William Hudson, Hartford, Easter Beurre, .*.'.' 1.00 
Charles T. Webster, Hartford, Winter Nelis, . . . l.OO 
Charles T. Webster, do. Beurre d'Aremberg, . 1.00 

Charles Griffin, Hartford, Beurre Bosc, .... 1.00 
Nelson HoUister, do. Beurre Bosc, discretionary premium, .50 
^. D. StiUman, do. Bezi de la Mott, . . .1.00 
P- D. StiUman, do. Louise Bon de Jersey, . . 1.00 
P. D. StiUman, do. Glout Morceau, ... l.OO 

JohnM.Niles, do. best variety, .... 2.00 

Peaches. 

Mrs. George A. Hull, East Hartford, best Cling-stone, . 2.00 

Thomas Welles, Wethersfleld, best Crawford's late, . . 2.00 

Solomon Porter, Hartford, second best Freestone, . . 1.00 
Thomas WeUs, Wethersfleld, Jersey White, discretionary 

premium, , aa 

George Francis, Hartford, Crawford's late, discretionarir 

premium, 5q 

Plums. 

Dr. G. W. Russell, Hartford, Coe's Golden Drop, . . 2.00 
Dr. G. B. Hawley, do. Coe's Golden Drop, discretionary 
premium, \ 5^ 

Dr. G. B. Hawley, do. Jefferson, discretionary premium, .50 
Elijah Eggleston, Hartford, Chapin's Seedling, . . 1.00 

Nelson Hollister, do. one dish Plums, discretionary 

premium, ^ 
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Isabella Chapes. 

John H. Goodwin, Hartford, best, . . . . $2.00 

Horace Latimer, do. second best, . . . 1.00 

George Houston, do. discretionary premium, . 1.00 

G. M. Hudson, do. do. do. . • .50 

George A. Hunn, do. do. do. . . 1.00 

Catawhay Sfc. 

T. C. Lewis, Farmington, best, 2.00 

Rufus Lewis,- Hartford, second best, . . . . 1.00 

Solomon Porter, do. discretionary premium, . . .50 

A. Willard, do. do. do. . . . .50 

Mrs. Catharine Stanley, East Hartford, discretionary premium, .50 
A. S. Griswold, West Hartford, Currant Wine, . . 1.00 

Salmon D. Case, Canton, Grape Wine, . . • .1.00 
Mrs. C. C. Chapman, Hartford, Elderberry Wine, . 1.00 

William Parsons, do. Pond's Seedling, . . 1.00 

Dr. G. B. Hawley, do. Diana, .... 1.00 

P. D. StiUman, do. Black Hamburg, under glass, 2.00 

do. do. Golden Chasselas, open culture, 1.00 

Quinces. 
J.'H. Todd, New Britain, best, . . . . • 2.00 

J. K. Hall, East Hartford, next best, , . . . 1.00 

Miscellaneous, 
Salmon D. Case, Canton, best Cranberries, . . • 1«00 

J. Atwood, Newington, Walnuts, discretionary premium, 1.00 

Perry Smith, Hartford, dish of Figs, discretionary premium, 1.00 
J. M. Glazier, do. Barberries. do. do. .50 

P. D. StiUman, do. basket of fruit with horticultural design, 3.00 
Mrs. Catharine Stanley, East Hartford, Melons, discretionary 

premium, 1.00 

T. R. Atwood, Newington, Orange Melon, discretionary premium, 1.00 
C. S. Mason & Co., JHartford,best collection of Greenhouse plants, 5.00 
J. Mason, do. basket of flowers, . . 2.00 

Mrs. C. S. Mason, do. dish of flowers, . . . 1.00 

C. S. Mason & Co., do. best collection of Roses, . 1.00 

Mrs. D. S. Dewey, do. dish of Roses, discretionary pre- 

50 



mium. 



Joseph Newton, Hartford, best Bouquet and floral design, . 3.00 
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f*^^^^t^.j /*y^,; 1-. -nm-n^^^-.^ ^^.^^ ^^.-^ ^^j. .HHmno^ 
*M .r^AA.>,7 // >^ A.:rr> /^-.nJ i=;:.Vn^n and aia.ii[=*.r7. 

ir-f^-f /^,vl>f }fy /yr^ j^,*v/r,, Tak^ in its adycnkinj sen^, t._ 
^/ffMf,r*t^A Ul>,^^. r^, i,,,w^ utiAf. tzn be found to inOTd^ni « 
4tn^Uffffnl^, iU u^. tA valti^,k improrements in agricolniraJ iapfe- 
fr*^/,^*, ^4iU4^r hy iU, umtufufUuren or fanners, than by pfesentios 
i/^^f« Hi tfitf fhtrn, U* >>#j ifinpi'j^ii'A by the majority of farmers who 
mw fi^Mi4 iU*m. UU^ppfAtiUA (A the serrices of those of the com- 
UiMSiu, morn ^^n^H^rkwie^l in the trial of plows, by the Tester pro- 
fhUui hy tli#j HofuHy, your acting committee were guided in their 
rf^^'Worm tut much by th« quality of the work done, as by the amount 
of /'0H'« rM\u\ml to do iU There were three field plows entered, afl 
tA IliM tm\m of IVouty & Mears, and all of about the same number 
hy tim rnnkoi', v/f,, two of No. 154, and one, 155. They were aU 
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subjected to the same test, and all found to fully sustain the established 
reputation of the makers. To field plow No. 154, and presented 
by John D. Seymour, of Newington, your committee awarded a 
premium of five dollars ; and to field plow, No. 154, presented by 
the Messrs. A. & T. Jerome, of Bloomfield, they awarded the 
second premium of three dollars. Your committee next examined 
one corn sheller, exhibited by Bulkley & Rising, of Hartford, con- 
structed upon a new principle, to which they awarded a discretionary 
premium of one dollar ; also one bushel and one peck basket, exhib- 
ited by Nathan Fenn, of Hartford, to which they awarded a premium 
of one dollar and fifty cents. They were gratified to notice the 
interest taken by all classes in a patent hog trough, exhibited by 
Bobert M. Abbe, of Enfield, and considered by your committee as a 
valuable improvement upon the ordinary mode of feeding, and to 
which they awarded a diploma. They awarded to Mr. Royce, North 
Main street, premiums upon the following articles presented by him, 
and entered under the number of 336 : 

One Sausage Filler, premium, $0.50 

One Grain Cradle, do 1.00 

One Hand Rake, do 1.00 

One Manure Fork, do. ..... . 1.00 

One Ox Yoke, do 2.00 

One Chum, Diploma. 

One No. 1, Seed Sower, premium, . . . . 1.00 

One No. 1, Horse Hoe, ...... Diploma. 

One No. 33, Double Plow, ..... Diploma. 

One No. 83, Side Hill Plow, discretionary premium, . 1.00 

One No. 1, Hay Cutter, do. do. . . 1.00 

One Com Sheller and Separator, do. do. . . 1.00 

Mr. Royce also exhibited one Sausage Meat Cutter, but as your 
committee had no means to test it, they could not award a premium, 
but would congratulate not only the Society, but the farmers generally, 
that one man is found in the county of Hartford, who not only keeps 
such superior articles for their accommodation, but also has public 
spirit and regard for his own interest enough to present them where 
they can be seen and appreciated by the Fair-going community. 
Respectfully submitted. 

W. M. WADSWORTH, Acting Chairman. 
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COMMITTEE NO. 29.— DOMESTIC MANUFACTURES 
AND FANCY ARTICLES. 

To the Hartford CourUy Agricultural Society: 

Premiums awarded on Domestic Manufactures and Fancj Ar- 
ticles : 

Mahilla Terry, Simsbury, best wool carpet, .... $2 
Mrs. J. B. Wheeler, West Hartford, best rag carpet, . . 2 

H. K. Cooley, Hartford, second best rag carpet, . • 1 

Miss Roxsina A. Ely, Bloomfield, best wool blanket, • 2 

Miss Sarah J. House, Hartford, best silk bed-quilt, . • 2 

Miss Emily Benton, do. best bed-quilt, ... 3 

Mrs. Edward Bancroft, South Windsor, second best bed-quilt, 1 
Mrs. S. P. Ken4a]l, Hartford, best counterpane, • . . 2 

Miss Julia E. Williams, Manchester, second best counterpane, 1 
Miss Roxsina A. Ely, Bloomfield, best woolen hose, . • 1 

do. do. do. best cotton do., • • 1 

Mrs. D. W. Norton, Suffield, best worsted hose, , . • 1 
Mrs. C. H. Smith, Hartford, best embroideries on cloth, . 2 

Mrs. Caroline McCorkle, Hartford, second best embroideries 

on cloth, 1 

Miss Maria Schubert, Bristol, best worsted work, . . 2 

Miss Susan Perry, Hartford, second best worsted work, • • 1 

Mrs. H. L. Bebee, do. best raised work, • . • 2 

Miss Maria L. Bassett, Hartford, best wreath raised work, 2 
Miss Charlotte Hubbard, Glastenbury, second best wreath 

raised work, 1 

Mrs. Lucia J. Woodford West Hartford, best fancy needle 

work, 2 

Mrs. T. C. Lewis, Farmington, second best fancy needle work, 1 
Mrs. Jane Crosby, Hartford, best millinery, . Framed Diploma. 

Discretionary Premiums. 
Mrs. Lra Soper, Rainbow, rag carpet, .... $1.00 
Mrs. Horace Porter, Hartford, rag carpet, . . .1.00 
Mrs. T. Oris wold, Wethersfield, rag carpet, . . . 1.00 
Mrs. William Alderman, Simsbury, rag carpet, . • 1.00 
Mrs. Sidney Olcott, Manchester, do., . . . 1.00 
Mrs. Ellery Brewer, East Hartford, do., ... 1.00 
F. Burder, Hartford, rag carpet, . . . , 1.00 
Mrs. G. L. Grant, Hartford, bed-quilt, 50 
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Mrs. Sarah Lewis, Hartford, bed-quilt, . . . * . $0.50 

Mrs. B. Parsons, Bloomfield, do., . • • . 1.00 

Mrs. C. E. Whaples, Newington, bed blanket, . . 1.00 

Mrs. George H. Rislej, East Hartford, card basket^ . .50 
Mrs. Martha Wetherell, Hartford, card basket, . . 1.00 

Mfss Ellen Williams, do. ladies' skirt, • • . .50 

Mrs. Betsey Purrington, Newington, domestic towels, . .5Q 

do. do. do. tablecloth, • . .50 

Mrs. Elisha Grant, Hartford, embroidered blanket, . 1.00 

Miss Dida E. Lord, do. wax fruit, • • Diploma. 

Mrs. Chariotte Knapton, Hartford, head dresses, • . 1.00 
Mrs. Oliver D. Woodruff, Canton, plaid cloth, . . 1.00 

Mrs. Anna Humphrey, Hartford, domestic tablecloth, . . .50 

Miss Caroline White, do. crochet tidies, . . .50 

Mrs. P. S. Riley, do. embroidered blankets, 1.00 

Mrs. William Andrus, do. woolen bedspread, • 1.00 
Miss Hannah M. Nevers, do. vase of wax flowers, . .50 

Mrs. Johannah Jasper, -do. crochet hat, . . . .50 
Mrs. Lucia J. Woodford, West Hartford, domestic lace "veil, 1,00 

Mrs. L. C. Gates, Hartford, ottoman, . • . . .50 

Miss C. B. Belden, Bristol, millinery goods, . . 1.00 

Mrs. H. E. Morrison, Hartford, box shell flowers, . .50 
Miss L. M. Pinney, do. patchwork chair, . 1.00 

Mrs. George Thomas, do. rag carpet, . . .1.00 

Mrs. Lowry Bobbins, Newington, do. . . 1,00 

Miss Isadora Hills, Hartford, embroidered dress and cap, • 1*00 
Miss Mary Jane Case, Canton, watch case, • . . .50 

Mrs. C. A. Taft, Hartford, embroidered blanket, . Diploma. 

Jean Lorenser, do. hair ornaments, ... ,50 

Rebecca Levi, do* sofa pillow, . . . ,60 

Miss Roxsina A. Ely, Bloomfield, domestic plaid, . . ^0 

do. do. do. colored wool yam, . .50 

Mrs. A. Thompson, Hartford, box millinery goods, . • 1.00 

Mrs. E. a. BULKLEY, ) 

Mrs. N. M. WATERMAN, V Committee. 

Mrs. WM. H. GILBERT, ) 
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COMMITTEE NO. 30.— MECHANIC ARTS, HARDWARE, 

dec. 

To the Hartford County Agricultural Society : 
Premiums awarded on Mechanic Arts, Hardware, &c. 

Gold MedaU. 
M. L. Colton & Co., Hartford, surveyor's compasses, level, &c. 
J. L. & C. N. Wilder, do. bridles. 
Bobbins U Winship, do. ladies' secretaries. 
Sharps' Rifle Manufacturing Company, Hartford, Sharps' rifles. 
H. J. Potter, Bristol, best five octave piano case melodeon. 
L. Barker k, Co., Hartford, Hallet & Davis' piano-fortes. 

Silver MednU, 
Thomas Grabb, Bloomfield, best horseshoes. 
S. A. Jones, Hartford, saw-filing machine. 
G. S. Brown, do. braces and trusses. 
Joseph Fountain, Hartford, fine brushes. 

H. Johnson & Co., do. steel framed trunks and carpet-bags. 
R. A. Keeney, do. best childs' carriage. 

L. Lippold, Hartford, Sharps' rifie, made by hand, fine workmanship. 

Framed Diplomas. 
Smith & Arthur, Hartford, card of files. 
A. Henning, do. die sinking and stencil plates. 

P. Jewell & Son, do. bundle of leather. 

Abner Church, do. fine lot of rope and cord. 

C. W. Bradbury, do., parlor bell-pulls, improved. 

J. H. Laughton, do. dign-painting. 

Wilcox & Whitney, do. best lightning rod. 
C. V. Dunlap, Hartford, extensive collection of. housekeeping goods. 
Bull & Sage, do. best display of fine crockery ware, &c. 

L. Barker & Co., (agents,) Hartford, best six octave piano melodeoos. 
John Farris, Hartford, fine tone, five octave Carhart's portable melo- 

deons. 
Fisher & Co., Hartford, best case of rich furnishing goods. 
Bidwell k, Daniels, Hartford, best robes. 
Strong & WoodruflJ do. best hatter's goods and furs. 
J. Greman, do. fine boots. 
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IHphma$. 
George Churchill, Hartford, fine work-box. 
Theodore H. Bunce, do., best overcoat* y 

John Farris, Hartford, fine display of musical initruments and gold 

pens. 
Bulklej & Rising, Hartford, best finished hardware* 
Wells ^ Groodwin, do., fine display of crockery and glass ware* 
Joseph Davenport, West Hartford, best hard soap. 
A. Lamed, Hartford, case of shoes* 

N* J* Brockett U Co., Hartford, fine display of furnishing goods* 
T. H* Bunce, Hartford, fine display of furnishing goods* 

F. M. BROWN, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 31— .JEWELRY AND PLATED WARE. 

To the Hartford County Agricultural Society : 

Premiums awarded on Jewelry and Plated Ware. 
H. G. Batterson, Hartford, best silver ware, . . Gold MedaL 
do. do. best jewelry, . * Silver do* 

do. do* best silver-plated ware. Framed Diploma* 

JAM£;S E. MARTIN, Chairman. 



COMMITTEE NO. 32.— FINE ARTS AND ARTS. 

To the Hartford County AgiicuUural Society: 

The Committee on Fine Arts and Arts, having attended to the 
duties of their appointment, respectfully report : In consequence of the 
State Fair being held at New Haven during the second week in Oc- 
tober, it was for some time under consideration, whether the annual 
County Fair should not be omitted the present year. It was finally 
decided, however, that such omission would prove detrimental to the 
agricultural interests of the county, and a vote was accordingly passed, 
directing the Exhibition and Fair to take place the first week in Oc- 
tober, a week earlier than had been the custom heretofore, so as to 
afibrd all disposed, the opportunity of attending both exhibitidns, 
13 
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and to offer for premium such articles as it was desirable to bring 
into notice. 

On account of the short notice given the public, of the determin- 
ation of the Society to hold their annual Fair, but little preparation 
was made by many, who would otherwise have contributed largely 
to the display ; yet, taking all things into consideration, it proved 
unusually attractive, as the constant and numerous attendance of 
visitors fully evinced. 

The specimens of sculpture were few. A spaniel, executed in 
white marble, from the establishment of J. G. Batterson, was greatly 
admired for its truthfulness to nature, as well as exquisite finish. A 
white marble mantel, constructed by Mr. Batterson fi-om American 
marble, from the Rutland quarries, Vermont, for purity of material 
and masterly workmanship, your committee have seldom seen equaled. 
Another from the establishment of Thomas Adams, also of white 
marble, although in a different style, was finely wrought and justly 
admired. 

Many of the paintings were entered merely for exhibition, among 
which were a group of children, by Henry Bryant ; also, a portrait 
of Gov. Seymour. The former was greatly admired for the grace 
and ease of the figures, their natural position, and the tender and 
truthful coloring of the whole. The latter, as a correct portrait of 
our worthy Ex-Governor, Mr. Bryant has improved rapidly within 
a few years past, having made color his principal study ; he has 
attained an enviable reputation as a proficient in that difficult branch 
of art, and has many warm admirers. 

Among the paintings, your committee would notice especially, two 
original compositions, consisting of landscape and figures, by R. H. 
Hinsdale, which spoke very favorably for the talents of the artist. 
The figures were admirably disposed, and finely finished. Several 
paintings, by Miss Anna M. Welles, attracted much attention, more 
particularly a landscape, of which any artist might be justly proud. 
She has evidently much talent for landscape painting, and should 
devote her attention to that branch of art, especially. 

Nelson A. Moore sent in several sketches from nature, showing 
marked improvement over those of last year. Two pictures, illus- 
trating scenes in Pilgrim's Progress, by Alfred Hart, fully sustained 
his reputation as an artist, while the views from nature, by Joseph 
Ropes, were fully equal, if not superior, to former efforts. " The 
Pet," by J. W. Hope, was a pleasing picture, and the sketches sub- 
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mitted by F. S. Jewett and Theodore Speny, evinced considerable 
talent in the use of the pencil. 

The crajon drawings were fewer than usual, but were generallj 
of a higher order of merit. Several sketches of Cuban scenery, takem 
on the spot, by Charles De Wolf Brownell, Esq., attracted great 
attention, and were much admired. Among the best specimens 
exhibited, were those exhibited by Joseph Ropes, Miss Sarah A, 
Noble, Miss Julia Childs, Miss Cornelia E. Camp, Miss Ellen M. 
Whitman, Miss Ellen M. Hills, William L. Matson, Henry W. 
Caoap, George Turnbull, and E. M. Owen. 

The pencil drawings were few. Those by Miss Ellen A. Clark^ 
were executed with a delicacy of finbh seldom equaled, as also those 
by Miss Julia Childs. Specimens by Miss Dida E. Lord, Miss Har» 
riet L. Sisson, Miss Sarah Brainerd, Miss Alice Brainerd, Miss 
Isabella Bissell, Miss Julia G. Lyon, Miss Anna Wright,' James M* 
Noble, C. H. Owen, William H. Lockwood, Charles Kellogg, Mark 
A. Holmes, were exceedingly creditable to those who executed thern^ 
and give promise of future excellence in this useful department of a 
liberal education. 

The water color drawings, by Miss Harriet L. Sisson and Edward 
Nevers, were prettily done. A monochromatic drawing, by Miss Em- 
ily H. Eggleston, and one by Miss Mabel M. Terry, in a leather 
embossed frame, crayolithic paintings, by Miss C. S. Humphrey and 
Miss Ellen Boardman, colored crayon drawings, by Miss Anna M. 
Welles, Miss Sarah Noble, William L. Matson, and a head in India 
ink, by Miss Isabella Starkweather, spoke well for the industry and 
perseverance of their authors, exhibiting much talent and artistic 
skiU. 

Three architectural designs were submitted by W. T. Hallett, con- 
sisting of St. Paul's Church, Hartford, (Rev. Charles R. Fisher's,) 
a private residence erected in Norwich, and the Hall of Records, 
now in course of erection Jn New London. They were well de- 
signed and executed, placing Mr. Hallett high among the architects 
of our country. 

The collection of daguerreotypes was very superior, though small. 
Those from Ihe gallery of H. H. Bartlett, consisted of likenesses of 
Gov. Seymour, United States minister to Russia, Col, Sam Colt, 
" Lottie Linwood," whose poems are so much admired, several exquis- 
itely beautiful crayon heads, together with the largest daguerreotype 
ever taken in Hartford, in which the correct drawing wa3 preserved, 
and the light and shade admirably managed. The picture of Gov- 
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SejBioiir was the best ever taken of him, and was executed but a 
•)iort time previous to his leaving for Europe, as was also the case 
with CoL Colt's, which, as specimens of the daguerrean art, are 
worthj'of especial notice. R. D. O. Smith exhibited several sped- 
mens, besides a collection of periscopic pictures, which were quit« 
novel to most of the vbitors to the Fair, though thej were deemed 
hf jour committee more curious, than as displaying anj remarkalde 
skill in the daguerrean art, and a style not likely to supersede, the 
more common methods in general favor. The process is certainly 
ingenious, but the committee felt obliged to deal with them as da- 
guerreotypes only, not taking into consideration the medium through 
which they were viewed. They are very pleasing, however, every 
feature, the hair, prominent portions of the dress, etc, standing out in 
surprising relief. They form a pleasing instance of the variety of 
offsets which the daguerrean art is capable of producing. A discre- 
tionary premium was awarded Mr. Smith for his perisc<^ic pictures. 
Mr. Bartlett abo exhibited one specimen of the same, which was very 
beautiful. 

Miss Julia E. Williams showed a fine piece of embroidery, which 
was the only one submitted. Two frames of algas and shells, ar- 
nmged by Mrs. William H. Kelsey and Miss Fanny Granger, were 
very tastefully and beautifully displayed. 

The committee would call especial attention to the specimens of 
penmanship, by Prof. A. B. Dunton, the author of the Duntooian 
system of writing. A portrait of Daniel Webster, executed with a 
pen, surpassed anything ever submitted to the notice of your com- 
mittee, proving Prof. D. to be a master of that beautiful but difficult 
art* Specimens by Miss L. L. Pendleton, were very superior, while 
a portrait executed with a pen, by Miss Maria Josephine Edmonds, 
reflected great credit on the lady herself, as also upon her teacher. 

Harry W. Powers, the American Card Writer, exhibited specimens 
of card writing, fully equal to the finest engraved ca;rds, which were 
favorably received, and greatly admired by the ladies for their beauty 
and delicacy of finish. Specimens of lithography, by E. C. Kellogg, 
fully sustained his reputation in this branch of art, while the Calhouns' 
specimens of printing were very creditable to them. Cards engraved 
by W. B. Johnson, and cards and seals engraved by James M. 
Loomis, as also several cameos, cut from Connecticut river unios 
by the latter, and one from an Ohio river unio, were worthy of notice, 
as creditable to them and worthy of encouragement. Roderick 
Nevers' specimens of coi^>erplate and card printing were very 
aaperior. 
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Portraits, by George F. Wright and Jared B, Flagg,; pictures, 
by A. H. Bmmons, loaned hy Nicholas Hams, Esq.; Angelica 
Kauffinan, loaned by Erastus Smith, Esq. ; a superb fruit piece, bj 
S. Rasen, loaned bj O. H. Seymour, Esq., (a very superior work of 
art bj the way^) and ^< Le Petit Distrait," from the same genUeman's 
collection, were among the 'most attractive productions which werf 
placed at the disposal of the committee to grace the picture gallery. 
A portrait of a lady, by Sir Godfrey Kneller, kindly contributed by 
Hon. Thomas S. Williams, was much admired by connoisseurs, while 
landscapes, by J. D. Crockenand F.Julius Buseh, added to the inter- 
est of the exhibition. 

To the gentlemen above named, together with the following, your 
committee would return their sincere thanks for the works of art 
loaned, and kind offers of various objects of interest, to lend nov«- 
elty to the exhibition: Hon. Philip Ripley, His Honor, Judge 
Storrs, Lueius F. Robinson, Chauncey Howard, Newton Carter, 
William H. Kebey, Seth Belden, F. A. Brown, John Okastad, 
Joseph Pratt, H. W. Bidwell, A D. Clark, Horace Waters, J. M. 
Glazier, and H. Schulze, Esquires. BoUes k> Roberts also con* 
tributed several magnificent engravings, and should receive the 
thanks of the committee, together with all who manifested an interest 
in the success of the exhibition, and contributed to it of sueh objeets 
of interest as they chanced to possess. 

It is to be hoped that our artists will prepare for the next exhibi- 
tion, whether of the State or County Society, and do themselves creM 
by producing works of a far higher order of merit, than any wltteh 
have ever yet appeared upon the walls of the exhibition room. 
Premiums awarded as follows : 

Gold MedaU. 
J. G. Batterson, Hartford, mantel, from American marble. 
Thomas Adams, do., fine marble mantel. 
Miss Anna M. Welles, Glastonbury, landscape in oiL 
Nelson A. Moore, New Britain, sketches from nature, in oil. 
R. H. Hinsdale, Windsor, original composition in oil. 
Joseph Ropes, Hartford, sketches from nature, in oiL 
Alfred Hart, do., fine landscape, in oil. 
W. T. Hallett, Norwich, architectural designs. 
H. H. Bartlett, Hartford, best daguerreotype likenesses. 
A. R. Dunton, do., best specimen of penmanship. 
T. W. Hope, Windsor, « The Pet," in oil. 
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JXlver Medals, 
Charles De Wolf Brownell, £ast Hartford, crajon sketcfaes from 

nature. 
Miss Ellen M. Whitman, Farmington, for fine crayon drawing. 
Miss Sarah A. Noble, Hartford, fine crajon drawing. 
Miss C. £4 Camp, do., do. do. 

Henry W. Camp, do., do. do. 

Mfss Julia Childs, East Hartford, fine pencil drawing. 
Miss Ellen A. Clark, Hartford, fine pencil drawing. 
Miss Julia E. Williams, Manchester, fine specimen of embroiderj.- ' 
James M. Loomis, Hartford, fine cameos, cut from Connecticut river 

unios. 
R. D. O. Smith, Hartford, periscopic daguerreotypes. 
Mrs. William H. Eelsey, Hartford, algae and shells, arranged. 
Theodore S. Sperry, do., fine oil painting. 

Miss Ellen M. Hills, do., fine crayon drawing. 

Harry W. Powers, do., fine specimen of card writing. 

Miss Maria Josephine Edmonds, Charlestown, Mass., fine specimen 

of pen and ink drawing. 
Miss L. L. Pendleton, Hartford, fine specimen of penmanship. 
F. S. Jewett., do., fine painting in oil. 

Qiarles H. Owen, do., fine crayon drawing. 

Framed Diplomas, 
Frederick E. Goodrich, Hartford, fine crayon drawing. 
Miss Harriet L. Sisson, Windsor Locks, drawings in pine cone frames. 
William L. Matson, Hartford, fine colored crayon drawing. 
Miss Isabella M. Starkweather, Hartford, fine head in India ink. 
E. C. Kellogg, Hartford, fine specimens of lithography. 
Boderick Nevers, do., do. of copperplate printing. 

Calhoun Brothers, do., do. of printing. 

James M. Loomis, do., fine engraved cards and seals. 
William B. Johnson, Hartford, fine engraved cards. 

Diplomas, 
Miss Dida E. Lord, Hartford, pencil drawing. 
James M. Noble, do., drawing of map, in pencil. 

Miss Mabel M. Terry, do., drawing, in embossed leather frame. 
Miss C. S. Humphrey, Hartford, crayolithic painting. 
William H. Lockwood, do., map, in pencil. 
Miss Emily H. Eggleston, do., monochromatic drawing. 
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Miss Alice Bralnard, Hartford, pencil drawing. 



Miss Sarah Brainard, 


do., 


do. 


Edward Nevers, 


do.. 


water-color drawing. 


Miss Fanny Granger, 


do., 


algaB and shells, in pine cone frames. 


Mark A. Holmes, 


do., 


pencil drawing. 


Charles Kellogg, 


do., 


do. 


Isabella Bissell, 


do.. 


do. 


George TurnbuU, 


do., 


crayon drawing. 


Miss Anna Wright, 


do., 


pencil drawing. 


Miss Ellen Boardman, 


do.. 


crayolithic painting. 


Miss Julia 6. Ljon, 


do.. 


pencil drawing. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 


WILLIAM RODERICK LAWRENCE. Chairman. 
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mimnhMU Cx4. HotlmoksajBy^'lB 1799,IwroteiDjKUBe 
in an opea pasture with plaster, in lettenabootayaidloi^ 
ai>d tbis spring, ] 801, 1 eoold read it pfaun." VaikmsoonH 
fmwkatioas are noticed in different yean <mi important 
sob)«eto, soeb as ^fattening swine,** << paint for the ptuwa i a - 
lion of wood and bricfc,** ^ means of destojing eankcr worms,* 
^roQiog ground as a preserratimi against dioogfat," <* cnltin- 
tion of yellow tmmips,** proenring spirit from potatoes," (a 
bjT'gone eonelnsion now,) ^preserving wheat from the 
inieets,'' "^ raising silk,*" kc 

In 1B14| tbe Society decided to have an annual disconrse 
before tbem at New Haven, tbe day after Commencement 
Md Oen« Humphrey was appointed to deliver such an 
addren in 1816, A committee was also appointed to 
prepare and publish an Agricultural Almanac. 
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Gen. Humphrey's address, which was prevented in 1815, 
by the '^ alarming and critical condition of public affairs,'' 
"Was delivered to the great satisfaction of the Society in 1816. 

After the resignation of the office of President by Judge 
Chauncey in 1815, that office was held successively by Dr. 
I>wight, President of Yale College; Gen. Humphrey, of 
Humphreysville ; Eli Whitney, Esq., and other prominent 
men of the county. 

In 1817, the Society express by resolution their gratifica- 
tion that the privation anticipated from the scarcity of fodder 
the previous winter had been obviated, by the extensive 
cultivation of roots, particularly turnips and carrots, and 
they strongly recommend their general cultivation. 

After 1824, Cattle Shows and Fairs appear to have been 
omitted until 1838, when our spirited citizen, Henry Whitney, 
Esq., became deeply interested in the operations ' of the 
Society, and through his efficient efforts a succession of 
highly successful exhibitions were made, and the Society 
exerted a very extensive and happy influence throughout the 
county. 

The experiment was attempted of holding the fairs at the 
various prominent localities in the county in succession, with 
favorable results. 

Then the farmers throughout the county became members, 
not merely because they expected to obtain a premium on 
tome article they exhibited, but from a laudable desire to 
help along the good cause. Scarcely a town (if indeed 
there was one) was without its list of paying subscribers. 

In later years, howevisr, as the novelty of the affair wore 
off, and our farmers began to look to other sources for the 
requisite support of the Society, and to calculate its value io 
each member in dollars and cents, it became too much the 
custom to delay subscriptions of membership until the day of 
the Fair, and even then, to become a member only when the 
party had some article or animal on which he confidently 
expected to obtain a premium. And, indeed, without the 
utmost vigilance on the part of the managers, those sub- 
scriptions were delayed until the question of a premium had 
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been decided, and then became contingent npon the aflirma- 
tive of that question. 

How can a Society for the improvement of any portion 
of the citizens of our county be sustained, when the persons 
to be benefited value it merely as a matter of dollars and 
cents? when they entirely overlook its benign influence upon 
the business of their life, and value it only because it gives 
them individually an opportunity to put a penny in theb 
pockets ? 

In 1840, the committee of the Society on farms, examined 
with much care, a large number of the most prominent farms 
in the county, and their report, which was elaborate and full, 
excited much interest, and drew forth much comment from 
the agricultural press. 

In 1841, the transactions of this Society, and the New 
Haven* Horticultural Society, were published together in a 
pamphlet of eighty-four pages, and great interest was felt 
throughout the county in the continued prosperity of the 
Society. Such publication has been since continued in 
different years. 

This interest was kept up for several years, and the annual 
exhibitions have continued until within the last three years. 

The amount of premiums offered was gradually increased 
until it amounted to some six hundred dollars per annum, 
and in later years, the expenses of the Society were in part 
defrayed by the liberal contributions of the citizens of New 
Haven, in aid of the general objects of the Society. 

It is believed that the eminent success of this Society had 
a happy influence in inducing our Legislature to make the 
first appropriation ever known in the state in aid of agricul* 
ture, an appropriation suggested, and urged through by one 
of the ofl[icers of the Society, as an act of justice to our 
farmers, and calculated to excite a new and extensive interest 
in the improvement of agriculture throughout the state. 
Nor was that expectation disappointed, since in the opinion 
of many careful observers, the small annual appropriation 
thus made by the state, has done more than anything else to 
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call into action tbe energies of our people, in securing such 
improvement in that branch of our national industry. 

In this connection, it is perhaps proper to suggest, whether 
some arrangement should not be made whereby the amount 
the County Society would be entitled to receive from the 
state, should be paid to the State Society, when the exhibi- 
tion of the County Society gives place to the State Fair. 

In 1853, while an effort was in progress to get up an 
exhibition under the auspices of the State Society, it was 
deemed inexpedient to attempt an exhibition of our own 
here, and last year, our whole community were with one 
accord united in their efforts in aid of a State Fair. 

Liberal subscriptions were made by our citizens, and 
splendid grounds belonging to the town, were obtained free 
of charge, and it is believed that the Fair, under the able 
management of the popular officers of the State Society — 
the first State Fair ever held in this state — was worthy the 
highest rank amongst those most useful and popular exhibi- 
tions in our whole land. 

CHARLES ROBERTSON, Secretary. 
New Haven, February 19th, 1855. 
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NEW LONDON 
COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 



The call for an agricultaral convention, signed by many 
of our prominent citizens, friends of progress in all branches 
of industry and the arts, was responded to by a large num- 
ber assembled from all parts of the county, at the town hall 
in the city of Norwich, Wednesday, April 12th, 1854. The 
meeting was organized in the appointment of Horace Thurs- 
ton, M. D., as Chairman, and Dr. D. F. Gulliver, as Secretary. 
A committee of three was then appointed, consisting of the' 
following gentlemen: Rev. William Clift, of Stonington, 
Mr. E. H. Gillette, of Colchester, and Mr. William Morgan, 
of Ledyard, to draft a constitution. After conferring, the 
committee made report in the following preamble and con- 
stitution. 

PREAMBLE. 

Impressed with the importahce of the advantages to be 
derived by associated effort in carrying forward successfully 
every great enterprise, having for its object the improvement 
of the community, the Farmers, Horticulturists, Mechanics, 
and Manufacturers of the County of New London, have 
resolved to establish a society, and to be governed by ihe 
following 

CONSTITUTION. 

Art. L The association shall be known by the name of 
the New London County Agricultural Society. 

Art. n. There shall be a President, six Vice-Presidents, 
a Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, 
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and Executive and Finance Committees, who shall be Trus- 
tees, ex officio. All officers enumerated in this article, shall 
continue in office until others are elected in their stead. 

Art. III. All officers of the Society shall hereafter be 
chosen by ballot The election shall be determined by a 
majority of votes. 

Art. IV. The names of persons to be balloted for at the 
annual election, shall be contained on one ballot ; and the 
offices for which they are respectively nominated shall be 
distinctly designated. 

Art. V. There shall be two stated meetings of the So- 
ciety, annually, viz., on the last Wednesday in March and on 
the last Wednesday in September; the same to be held at 
10 o'clock in the forenoon, at such place as the Trustees 
shall appoint; of which they shall give notice in two of the 
newspapers published in Norwich, and in two published in 
New London, at least three weeks previous to the meeting. 
Art. VI. There shall be, after the year 1854, an annual 
choice of officers, viz.^ at the stated meetings in March. In 
the choice of officers, thirteen members shall make a quo- 
rum ; in the transaction of other business, seven may make 
a quorum. 

Art. VIL If at any meeting of the Society or of the 
Trustees, the President and Vice-Presidents shall be absent, 
the members present may appoint one from among them to 
preside at such meeting. 

Art. VIII. The President, or in case of his absence, 
either of the Vice-Presidents, with the advice of the Trustees, 
may call a special meeting of the Society ; or whenever writ- 
ten application, with reasons assigned therefor, shall be made 
by any twelve members of the Society to the President and 
Trustees, they shall call such meeting. 

Art. IX. The meeting of the Trustees shall be held at 
such time and place as they shall, from time to time, agree 
upon ; and seven of them, including the presiding member, 
shall make a quorum for doing business. 

Art. X. The Executive Committee shall recommend such 
measures as they shall judge necessary and expedient ; and, 
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in conjunction with the Trustees, shall regulate all the con- 
cerns of the Society during the intervals of its meetings; 
propose such objects of improvement to the attention of the 
public; appoint such committees, publish such communica- 
tions, and offer such premiums, in such form and value as 
they shall think proper; provided the premiums offered do 
not exceed the funds of the Society ; and shall lay before the 
Society at each of its meetings, a statement of their proceed- 
ings, and of the communications made to them. 

Art. XL No transfer by the Treasurer, of any stock, evi- 
dence of debt, or security, shall be deemed valid, unless made 
by the order of the Finance Committee. 

Art. XII. Any person who shall subscribe to the Con- 
stitution of the Society shall be a member thereof, on paying 
oiijC dollar to the Treasurer, and until he gives written notice 
of his intention to withdraw from the Society, shall be holden 
to pay one dollar at every annual meeting of the same. 

Art. XIII. Any person may become a life member of 
the Society, by subscribing to the Constitution and paying 
live dollars to the Treasurer ; such members to be exempt 
from further taxation. 

Art. XIV. The Recording Secretary shall take minutes 
of all the votes and proceedings of the Society and of the 
Trustees, and enter them in separate books, and shall record 
all such communications as the Trustees shall direct. 

Art. XV. The Corresponding Secretary shall write all 
letters relating \o the business of the Society, and answer all 
letters to the Society, as the Trustees may direct. 

Art. XVI. The Treasurer shall receive all moneys due 
or payable to the Society, and all don^ations that may be 
made to it; for which he shall give duplicate receipts, one of 
which shall be lodged with, the Recording Secretary, and 
make a fair record thereof; and from time to time pay out 
such moneys as he shall have orders to from the Trustees, 
and he shall annually, and whenever thereto required, render 
a fair account of all his receipts and payments to the Society, 
or a committee thereof. 

Art. XVII. A committee shall be chosen annually, to 
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audit the Treasurer's accounts, viz.^ at the September meet- 
ing, and to report thereon at the next March meeting; and 
the same being accepted, shall be entered by the Recording 
Secretary on his books. 

Art. XVIII. In caseof the death, resignation, incapacity 
or removal out of the county of either of the Secretaries, or 
the Treasurer, the Trustees shall take charge of the official 
books, papers, and effects, belonging to the office that may 
be vacated, and give receipts for the same ; which books, 
papers, &c., they may deliver to some person whom they 
may appoint tx) fill the office until the next meeting of the 
Society, at which time there shall be a choice. 

Art. XIX. A committee shall be appointed from time 
to time, severally to solicit and receive subscriptions for rais- 
ing a fund to encourage the objectsforwhich the Society has 
been founded, the improvement of the Agriculture, the Hor- 
ticulture, and the Manufax;tures of the county, the same lo 
be sacredly appropriated to these objects only. 

Art. XX. All donations made to the Society shall be 
permanently invested; the income only to be applied to 
premiums and gratuities, unless specially directed otherwise 
by the donor. 

Art. XXI. Alterations and amendments of the consti- 
tution may be made at the annual meeting, with the assent of 
two-thirds of the members present. 

The report of the committee was accepted, and after some 
little discussion, the constitution was adopted. 

The Society then proceeded to the choice of officers. The 
following named gentlemen were elected for the year ensu- 
ing: 

Officers. 
President, Rev. William Clift, of Stonington. 
Vice-Presidents, Erastus Williams, Esq., Norwich ; Ol- 
iver Johnson, Franklin ; E. B. Brown, Stonhigton ; Major 
T. W. Williams, New London ; Philo A. Gillette, Col- 
chester ; B. D. Johnson, East Lyme. 
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Corresponding and Recording Secretary, Dr. Daniel F. 
Gulliver, Norwich Town. 

Treanarer, John P. Babbtow, Norwich. 

The following named gentlemen, to wit, George B. Wp- 
ley, Esq., Norwich ; Daniel W. CoitjEsq^ Norwich Town; 
Oliver Johnson, Franklin ; Israel Newton, Colchester, were 
then appointed as a committee to nominate an Executive 
Committee. 

They reported for Executive Committee, Erabtus Wil- 
liams, Esq., Norwich; I. L. Day, Stonington; Major T. W. 
Williams, New London; J. S. Ely, Norwich; Daniel W. 
CoiT, Norwich; Ijearned Hebard, Lebanon; Dr. Ashbel 
Woodward, Franklin ; Guy Bioelow, Colchester. 

Voted, That these gentlemen be appointed also to consti- 
tute the Committee of Finance. 

This report was accepted and adopted. 

The Society then made choice of the following named 
gentlemen as the Committee of Solicitation : 

Ralph Taintor, Colchester; H. L. Bead, Lisbon; Ol- 
iver T. Johnson, Franklin ; George Averill, Griswold ; 
John Fillmore, Bozrah ; N. B. Bradford, Montville ; L. L. 
Huntington, Lebanon ; Dr. R. B. Coates, North Stoning- 
ton ; Henry P. Haven, New London ; John G. Cooley, 
Norwich ; Thom;is Averill, East Lyme ; Seabury Thomas, 
Ledyard; Bblton A. Copp, Groton; Thbophilus Chap- 
man, Preston; William Armstrong, Lyme; Alfred Gal- 
lup, Salem; Richard A. Wheeler, Stonington; Philip 
Morgan, Waterford. 

Voted^ That the Secretary be instructed to inform these 
gentlemen of their appointment, and forward to each a copy 
of the constitution ; and that the Committee of Finance be 
ordered to allow a commission of five 'per cent in the cities 
of Norwich and New London, and one of ten per cent in 
the rest of the county, on all sums collected by them within 
a period of four weeks from the time of their receiving the 
notification of their appointment from the Secretary. 
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Votedf That the Corresponding Secretary be empowered 
to fill any vacancies that may occur in the Committee of 
Solicitation. 

Votedy To print five hundred copies of the Constitution 
for the use of the members. 

By order of the New London Agricultural Society. 

DANIEL R GULLIVER, Secretary. 

There are now about $300 in the treasury, and much 
spirit is manifested in procuring an exhibition in the autumn 
of 1855. 
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FAIRFIELD 

COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 



This Society was organized, August 24th, 1840, Hon. 
Roger M. Sherman, President The first Fair was held at 
Danbury, in October, 1841. In 1842, E. Moss White was 
President, and fairs were held at Danbury and Bridgeport 

The annual fairs from 1843, to 1847,. inclusive, were held 
at Bridgeport In 1848, it was held in Fairfield. At this 
time, P. T. Barnum was chosen President, who aided the 
Society with liberal donations, and excited a renewed 
interest Exhibitions were held annually at Bridgeport until 
1853, when the town of Stamford raised seven hundred 
dollars for the benefit of the Society, and six hundred dollars 
were offered in premiums. A fair was held the 5th, 6th and 
7th of October. 

The total receipts for the year were, . . $1,312.14 

Expenditure, . . . . . . 817.74 

$494.40 
Amount left from 1852, .... 172.36 

$666.76 
With this amount the Society voted to buy a tent to use 
in place of a hall for exhibitions. 

The fourteenth annual meeting of the Fairfield County 
ALgricultural Society, was holden at Norwalk, in accordance 
with public notice, the 3rd of November, 1853. At 11 
o'clock, A. M., John B. Knapp, Esq., took the chair and 
called the meeting to order. A large number of members 
were present Treasurer's report was read and accepted. 
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On motion, proceeded to ballot for officers. . 

P. T. Barnum, Fairfield, President 

John H. Sherwood, Southport, Corresponding Secretary. 

W, H. HoLLEY, Stamford, Recording Secretary. 

James H. Cropoot, Bridgeport, Assistant Secretary. 

Edwin Porter, Bridgeport, Treasurer. 

H. BuLKLEY, Stamford, Grand Marshal. 
And the following gentlemen Vice-Presidents. 

J. B. Knap, Stamford; Selleck Scofield, Stamford; B. 
B. Plumb, Trumbull ; David Judson, Stratford ; E. Hough, 
Bridgeport; C. E. Hawley, Monroe; David Bbecher, 
Huntington; D. H. Sherwood, Fairfield; Samuel Jackson, 
Easton; Thomas A. Meed, Greenwich; John G. Stevens, 
Greenwich ; A. W. St. John, Darien ; Stephen Hqyt, New 
Canaan; Samuel M. Banks, Weston; Josiah Kellogg, 
Norwalk; Jonathan Camp, Norwalk ; George Osborne, 
Redding; J. Sears, and G. T. Rider, Danbury; M* 
Ketchum, Westport; Meded Kellogg, New Fairfield; 
William Lee, Ridgefield; Giles Gregory, Wilton; H. 
Hungerford, Sherman; Leonard Beers, New London; 
Charles Jones, Brookfield. 

Resolved, That the foregoing officers shall constitute the 
Executive Committee. 

Resolved, That each Life Member of the Society, be 
furnished with a certificate, signed by the President and 
Secretary. 

Resolved, That in consideration of the valuable services 
heretofore rendered the Society by Messrs. P. T. Barnum, as 
President ; E. Porter, as Treasurer ; J. H. Sherwood, as 
Secretary ; R. Brothwell, as Grand Marshal ; they, and each, 
be declared Honorary Life Members of this Society. 

Resolved, That the next annual Fair be held in the town 
which will subscribe the most money for the benefit of the 
Society, in proportion to its inhabitants, and that such 
subscription be sent to the Secretary, on or before the 1st of 
March, 1854, certified to by the Vice-President of the town 
•ending it 

Resolved, That we appoint a committee to procure a tent, 
«ixty feet wide, by one hundred and fifty feet in length. 
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An interesting document on the objects of agricultural 
societies, was read by the Secretary, and the meeting 
acljonmed to meet at Bridgeport, the first of March. 

March Ist, 1854, met as per adjournment The tox«n of 
Stamford, having raised one thousand and fifteen dollars, 

Resolved, That the Fair be held there, commencing the 
26th of September. 

Eesolcedj That a committee be appointed to draft a list 
of premiums, for the acceptance of the Society, amounting 
to $839.00. 

Adjourned to March 29th. 

Met at Stamford, as by adjournment, report of committee 
accepted, and committee appointed which awarded premiums 
as follows. 



REPORTS. 



TRAINS OF OXEN. 

To the Fairfield County Agricultural Society: 

Best, from town of Greenwich, eighty-six yoke, . . $20.00 



FARMS, NOT LESS THAN FIFTY ACRES. 

To the Fairfield County Agricultural Society : 

l8t best. To Col. Thomas A. Mead, Greenwich, $20. Farm 
contains two hundred and sixty acres; plant fourteen acres com, 
average yield, seventy-five bushels per acre; six acres potatoes, 
Mercers, planted on turf ground, some yield two hundred and fifty 
bushels; ten acres wheat, product, two hundred bushels ; nci trouble 
with fiy or other vermin, sow the Mediterranean red ; mow sixty acrei 



Digitized by 



Google 



205 

meadow, use Ketchum's mowing machine, yield two tuns per acre ; 
feed sixty head of cattle annually, milk eight cows, keep thirty to forty 
sheep, some swine and poultry, employ six men in summer, two in 
winter, made twenty-five hundred rods underrdrains. 

2d best. To Isaac Peck, Jr., Greenwich, $16. The committee 
represent this farm rs beautifully situated on high ground, and in a 
high state of cultivation, buildings in fine condition and fence right. 
The land perfectly clean from weeds and foul grasses. No statistics 
given. 

3d best. Hiram Brown, New Canaan, $10. Farm sixty acres, 
improved except six acres ; mow twenty-eight acres, yield fifty tuns 
hay ; four acres com, &ftj bushels per acre ; one acre potatoes ; two and 
a half wheat, yield thirty -seven bushels ; four acres oats, yield one 
hundred bushels, and some buckwheat ; keep one pair oxen, one horse 
and four cows ; came pn to the place in 1832, then in shiftless condi- 
tion, now new buildings, new fences in good order, and well cleared 
up. Improvements have all been made from increase of land. 
Best cultivated Homestead, not less than ^ve acres, to G. K. 

Rider, of Stamford, $10.00 

2d best cultivated Homestead, John W. Hubbard, of Stamford, 8.00 
3d do. do. do., Wm. Pond, do., 5.00 



FIELD CROPS. 



(FaU.) 
To the Fairfield CourUy Agricultural Society: 
Best four acres corn, P. T. Bamum, 448 bushels ears, . $10.00 
Best acre do., David Hawkins, 120 do. do., . 6.00 

Best half-acre carrots, Stephen Hoyt, New Canaan, 505 bushels, 5.00 - 
2d best do. do., J. H. Sherwood, Southport, 340 do., 3.00 
Best half do. Rutabaga turnips, Stephen Hoyt, 393 do., 2.00 
2d do. do. David B. Mather, Darien, 250 do., 1.00 

To Dr. Snyder, for best Peach orchard, .... 5.00 
To Stephen Hoyt, of New Canaan, a silver cup, for the atten- 
tion he has given to cultivating choice fruit. 
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FIELD CROPS. 

(Gratis and Grass- Seed in part.) 
To the Fairfield County Agricultural ^ociety: 

Best acre wheat, Wm. Weed, Stamford, 23 bushels per acre, 63 

lbs. per bushel, • . • ... $6.00 

Best bushel wheat, D. Hawkins, Fairfield, • . . 1.00 

2d do. do., B. Bent, Stamford, . . . . .50 

Best variety Indian corn, 10 varieties of 20 ears each, James 

W. Faulkner, Stamford, ..... 1.50 

2d best variety, G. K. Riker, Stamford, . . . 1.00 

Best bushel oats, B. Bent, do., 

2d do. do., John B. Knapp, do., . 

Best acre rye, Wm. Weed, do., 38 bushels to 
per bushel, 

2d best acre rye, Geo. M. Hubbard, Stamford, . 

3d do. do., David Hawkins, Fairfield, 

Best bushel do., do., do., 

2d do. do., Geo. M. Hubbard, Stamford, 

Best do. barley, B. Bent, » do,, . . . . 1.50 

Best do. Timothy seed, G. Close, Greenwich, . 2.00 

Best do. onions, John R. Scofield, Stamford, . . 1.00 



1.00 
.50 
acre, 59 lbs. 

6.00 
4.00 
2.00 
1.00 
.50 



VEGETABLES. 



To the Fairfield County Agricultural Society : 

On vegetables, for the best quality and greatest variety, the 

committee divided the premiums thus : 
For greatest variety, (128,) J. W. Hubbard, . . . 5.00 
For variety, (94,) best quality, G. K. Riker, . . 5.00 

For 79 varieties and good quality, James W. Faulkner, Stamford, 5.00 
For good variety, J. M. Rose, Greenwich, ... . 3.00 

Best dozen beets, G. K. Riker, Stamford, ... .50 

do. parsneps, Stephen Hoyt, New Canaan, . .50 

Best half dozen Savoy cabbage, G. K. Riker, . . .50 

do.- other do. do., . . • .50 

Best dozen carrots, do., ... ^0 
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Best dozen roots salsify, J. M. Rose, Greenwich, . . $.50 

Best half dozen celery, Charles Pitt, 50 

Best two watermelons, John W. Hubbard^ • . . .50 

Best half dozen yellow pumpkins, James Wardwell, 1.00 

do. other do., G. K. Riker, . . 1.00 

do. squashes, do., . • .50 

do. Boston squash, J. M. Rose, Greenwich, . .50 

Largest pumpkin, Wm. Weed, .50 

Best specimen melons, James Wardwell, . . . .50 



FRUIT. 

To the Fairfield County Agricultural Society : 

Best variety apples, Thomas A. Mead, Greenwich, . . $3.00 

2d do. John TV . Bates, Darien, . . 2.00 

Best bushel winter apples, John W. Bates, Darien, . . 1.00 

Best two varieties pears, James W. Faulkner, . . 1.00 

Greatest variety pears, Benjamin Page, Greenwich, . . 2.00 

Best dozen pears, Thomas A. Mead, do., . .50 

r 

Best two varieties grapes, P. T. Bamum, Bridgeport, . 1.00 

2d do. do., J. B. Waterbury, ... .50 

Discretionary. 

Best dozen peaches, C. E. Comstock, Norwalk, . • 2.00 

2d dp., William Gennin, . . . . 1.00 

Grood sample peaches, Stephen Hoyt, New Canaan, • • 1.00 

do., do.. Dr. Snyder, Greenwich, . • . 1.00 

do., do., Charles P. Price, . . . 1.00 

Sample preserved peaches, William Gennin, • . .50 

Fine orange tree, bearing fruit. Dr. S. Lockwood, . . 1.00 

Dish ever-bearing raspberries, J. W. Hubbard, . . Diploma. 



WORKING OXEN AND STEERS. 

To the Fairfield County Agricultural Society : 

Best six years old, John B. Wilson, Greenwich, . . . $8 

2d best do., Thomas A. Mead, do., . . • S 
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3d best six years old, James M. Middlebrook, Wilton, 
4th do., Charles Quintard, Stamford, 

6th do., Oliver Mead, Greenwich, 

Best five years old, James Wilson, do., 
2d best do., Thomas A. Mead, do., 

3d do., Nelson Bush, do., ^ 

4th do., J. M. Middlebrook, Wilton, . 

5th do., Samuel Carter, New Canaan, 

Best four years old, Aaron Hoyt, New Canaan, 
2d best do., B. B. Lockwood, Greenwich, 

3d do., Walter Ferris, Greenwich, 

4th do., C. S. Burley, do.. 



$3 
2 

1 
6 
4 
3 
2 
1 
5 
3 
2 
1 



Discretionavy. 
For a fine yoke of oxen, six years, John G. Stevens, Greenwich, $2 
For a good yoke of oxen, six years old, Timothy Reynolds, 

Stamford, 2 

For a good pair, four years old, C. A. Dusenbury, Greenwich, 2 



COWS AND HEIFERS. 
To the Fairfield County Agricultural Society: 
Best exhibition, thirteen cows^ B. B. Lockwood, Greenwich, 
Best cow, three years old, G. K. Riker, Stamford, 
2d best do., F. F. FarWell, Norwalk, 

3d do., G. K. Riker, Stamford, . 

4th do., Charles Pitt, Stamford, 

Best heifer, two years old, Gilbert Close, Greenwich, 
2d best do., J. W. Hubbard, Stamford, 

3d do., J. M. Middlebrook, 

4th do., B. B. Lockwood, Greenwich, 

Best yearling, William Pond, Stamford, 
2d best do., Philip H. Brown, do.. 
Best calf, Joseph Brush, Greenwich, • . • . 
2d best calf, G. K. Riker, Stamford, 



$10 
5 



2 
4 
3 
2 
1 
3 
2 
2 
1 
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BULLS. 

To the Fairjield County AgricuUurdl Society: 

One full bred Devonshire bull, one year old, F. Lockwood, 

Greenwich, $4 

Best bull, two to four years old, Darius Davenport, New 

Canaan, 5 

2d best bull, two to four years old, Charles H. Weed, Darien, 4 

Three year old stag, Darius Davenport, New Canaan, . . 2 

Best yearling, Samuel Mills, Greenwich, . • . . 4 

2d best do., J. M. Middleton, Wilton, .... 8 

3d best do., Eben Smith, Stamford, .... 2 

Best calf, eleven months old, William Weed, Stamford, . . 3 



FATTED CATTLE. 

To the Fairfield County Agricvlturdl Society : 

Best pair fat oxen, 48 cwt live weight, Thomas A. Mead, 

Greenwich, . ; 

2d , best pair fat oxen, Benjamin W Husted, Greenwich, 
Pair fat oxen, 43 cwt, Thomas A. Mead, do.. 



$8 
5 
3 



HORSES AND COLTS. 

To the Fairfield County Agricultural Society : 
Best pair match^ horses, Robert Elder, Stamford, 
2d best do., George Elder, do., 

Best road horse, William Gay, Stamford, 
2d best do., Samuel Hardley, Danbury, 

Best stud, E. Whelply, .... 

Best breeding mare, John Bailey, Stamford, 
2d best do., T. F. Moody, Bridgeport, 

3d do., Isaac Lockwood, Stamford, 

Best three years old colt, J. B. Hendrie, do., 
2d best do., J. B. Mead, New Canaan, 

3d do., John B. Wilson, Greenwich, 



$10.00 
5.00 
5.00 
2.50 
7.00 
5.00 
3.00 
2.00 
3.00 
2.00 
1.00 



Digitized by 



Google 



310 

Best two years old, W. 6. & J. E. Booth, TrambuU, . 

2dl^t do^ Samael Leeds, Stamford, 

3d do^ George A. Chichester, New Canaan, 

Best one year old, Isaac T^ockwood, Stamford, 

2d best do., Stephen Hoyt, New Canaan, 

dd do., Samuel Husted, Greenwich, 

Best sacking colt, John Bailey, Stamford, . 

2d best do., J. J. Moody, Bridgeport, 

dd do., B. Hicks, Greenwich, 

Discretionary Award$, 

A fine pair horses, Moses O. Griffith, Norwalk, 

do., Edgar Teed, .... 

do., Benjamin Page, Greenwich, 

A fine road horse, Chauncey Smith, : 

do., Moses C. Griffith, Norwalk, 

A fine road horse, Edgar Teed, 



do., 
do., 
do., 
do^ 
do., 
do., 
do., 
do.. 



Stephen Holly, Greenwich, 
Lot & Drake Mead, Greenwich, 
James H. Dixon, .... 
James H. Hoyt, . 

Alexander Y. Sharp, . , 

Charles Pitt, .... 
Samuel Holmes, . . . , 
N. B. Weed, Darien, 
Fine breeding mare, Josiah Kellogg, Norwalk, . 
do., Charles H. Weed, Darien, 

do., A. H. Byington, Norwalk, . 

do., B. Hicks, Greenwich, 

Fine three years old colt, Andrew J. Weed, New Canaan. 
Fine two years old colt, James Hatter, Stanwich, , . 
do., Henry White, 

do., Joseph D. Ferris, Greenwich, 

do., Earl Smith, 

Fine one year old colt, David B. Mather, Darien, 
do., Josiah Kellogg, Norwalk, . 

do., W. G. & J. E. Booth, Trumbull, 

Fine pair farm horses, P. T. Barnum, Bridgeport, 
do., B. Hicks, Greenwich, 



$3.00 
2.00 
1.00 
2.00 
1.00 

.50 
2.00 
1.00 

.50 



3.00 
2.00 
2.00 
2.00 
2.00 
2.00 
200 
2.00 
2.00 

2.00 
2.00 
3.00 
2.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
2.50 
3.00 
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Pondy of Stamford, but Mr. Pond declined haying anj premium 
awarded, on the ground that his horse took the first premium at our 
fair last year. 



SHEEP. 

To the Fairfield County Agricultural Society : 
Best buck, long wool, C. L. Raymond, Norwalk, . . $2.00 
2d best do., Stephen HoUy, Greenwich, . 2.00 

Best ewe, long wool, Charles Raymond, Norwalk, • . 1.00 
do^ short wool, Thomas A. Mead, Greenwich, . 1.00 

Best flock, not less than five, Gilbert Close, do., . . 6.00 
2d best do., do.> C. L. Raymond, Norwalk, 8.50 

Best imported South-down ewe and buck, Jones B. Fordham, 

Greenwich, 8.00 

Ewe and three lambs, full blood. South-down, Gilbert Close, 

Greenwich, 2.00 

£we and three lambs, all at one birth, lambs weighing 300 

lbs., John W. Bates, Darien, 1.00 

The committee also report a fine display of sheep, the best ever 
exhibited in the county, and regret there were no more premiums 
provided by the Committee of Atrangements* 



SWINE. 

To the Fairfield County Agricultural Society : 
Best boar, P. T. Barnum, Bridgeport, 
2d do., Eber Smith, . . . , 

8d do., G. K.Riker, .... 
Best breeding sow, Wm. H. Craft, Greenwich, 
do. sow and pigs, John R. Scofield, 
2d do., Eber Smith, . 

3d do., Alfred Scofield, . 

Pine fat ifog, F. Miller, . . . . 

Two fine shotes, P. T. Barnum, Bridgeport, 
Two fine pigs, do., do., 

A very fine boar, Stephen Hoyt, N. Canaan, 
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POULTRY. 

To the Fairfield County Agricultural Society : 

Best and greatest varietj, P. T. Barnum, Bridgeport, 

2d do., G. K. Riker, 

Best trio Asiatic fowls, John M. Rose, Greenwich, 

2d do., James Sherwood, Norwalk, 

3d do., Sherman Smith, Greenwich, 

Best trio domestic fowls, Sherman Smith, a 

2d do.. Dr. C. Ayres, 

Best pair Musoovj ducks, G. K. Riker, 

do. common do., . • 

Best trio turkeys, P. T. Bamum, Bridgeport, 
Best pair Bremen geese, Sherman Smith, Greenwich, 

do. other variety of geese, G. K. Riker, 
Trio of wild turkeys, Sherman Smith, Greenwich, 
Trio of Barnacle geese, P. T. Bamum, Bridgeport, 



$5 

a 

3 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 



BREAD, DAIRY, AND HONEY. 

To the Fairfield County Agricultural Society: 
Best bread. Miss Sarah C. Parker, 

2d do., Althea Bulkley, 

3d do., Mary Helen Lyon, Greenwich, . 
Best 10 lbs. butter, Miss M. E. Heusted, Darien, 

2d do.. Miss Ann E. Quintard, Greenwich, 

3d do., Mrs. Isaac Selleck, 

4th do., Mrs. Alfred Smith, 

Best cheese, Mrs. Earl Smith, .... 

2d do., Mrs. Isaac Selleck, ... 

Best 10 lbs. honey, David C. Brown, . . 

2d do., P.H.Brown, 



$3 
2 
1 
5 
4 
3 
2 
4 
2 
2 
1 
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FLORICULTURE. 

2\> the Fairfield County Agricultural Society : 

Great variety of flowers, Mrs. P. T. Barnum, Bridgeport, 

do. dahlias, Mrs. Charles Pitt, 

Best 12 varieties dahlias, Mrs. J. W. Hubbard, 
Mixed bouquet, Mrs. P. T. Bamum, Bridgeport, 

2d do., Mrs. J. W. Faulkner, . 

3d do., Mrs. J. W. Hubbard, 

Beautiful basket of flowers. Miss Pitt, . 
Cotton tree, Mrs. John W. Hubbard, . 
liemon tree, Dr. Samuel Lockwood, 
A fine cupha pluccUras^ Mrs. J. W. Hubbard, 
For a fine cactus, £zra H. Bishop, 



•2.00 

1.00 

.50 

2.00 

1.00 

.50 

1.00 

.50 

.50 

.50 

1.00 



LADIES' HANDIWORK. 

To the Fairfield' County Agricultural Society : 

Best exhibition of ladies' hats, Mrs. L. Colgrove, . . $3.00 

Best pair knit woolen stockings, Mrs. Mary Clark, . 1.00 

do., linen stockings, Mrs. L. S. Talmage, . . 1.00 

do., cotton stockings, Mrs. Ljdia Ferris, . .50 

Best bed-quilt, Mrs. Handford Reynolds, . . . 2.00 

2d do.. Miss Harriet Enapp, .... 1.00 

Handsome net work spread. Miss Mary Hoyt, New Canaan, 2.00 

Best worsted work, Miss Rachel Brush, Greenwich, . .1.00 

2d do.. Miss Emily Bishop, ... .50 

Best embroidery work. Miss Caroline F. Holly, . . 1.00 

2d do.. Miss Emily Hubbard, . . .50 

Best specimen of darning, Miss S. H. Whitney, . • 1.00 

2d do.. Miss Mary A. Brown, . . .50 

Best tidy. Miss M. J. Berrien, 1.00 

2d do.. Miss Mary Hoyt, New Canaan, ... .50 

Best specimen of fancy work, Mrs. Lewis Tabnage, . . 1.00 

Best made shu*t. Miss J. E. Selleck, .... 1.00 

2d do., Mary Ann Brown, 50 
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BARNUM PREMIUMS. 

Om Bed-QuOu^ % axy la^ Mmder 21 yean efaye, 
n tie FairfiM dnmty AgrUutturai Sodeif : 
1st pr em ium , silk dress pftltero. Miss Marj £. Close, Greenwidi. 
2d pfcmiom, work-box, &c^ Miss Theresa Jsne Jones. 
3d premiom, gold thimble, Miss S. Aagosta A jres. 
4di premium, beaotifal fan. Miss Henrietta Jones. 
5di premiom, beaatifnl son shade. Miss Marj P. Chichester. 
Ml premium, cambric handkerchief, Miss Frances C Smith. 
7th premiom, a card-case, Miss Althea £. Bolklej. 
8th premiom, cambric collar. Miss Frances A. Hojt, Darien. 

Discretionary Awards. 
A beaotifol silk relret qoilt, Mrs. Greorge H. Waterbury. 
A qoilt bj a ladj 77 jears of age, made doring the past year, 

Mrs. Rhoda MiUer. ' 
A beaotifol white embroidered Talma, by a lady 64 years of age, 

Mrs. L. C. Farwell, Norwalk, »1.00 

Tair lady's gaiter boots, Mary E. Hasted, Norwalk, . .50 

A yery neat embroidered cambric handkerchief. Miss Mary R. 

Hall, 50 

A neat Qoakeress pin-coshion, made by a little girl, Emma Price, .50' 
A fayorable mention is made of a bed-qoilt, made by a boy five 

years old — name not given. 



DOMESTIC MANUFACTURE. 

To the Fairfield County Agricultural Society: 
Best ten yards rag carpet, Mr. James Wardell, . . 82.00 

do. wool filling, Mrs. Weed, .... 2.00 

Best half pound sewing silk, Mrs. L. L. 6. Whitney, . 2.00 

Best made clothing, John T. Riley, .... 3.00 

Specimen beautiful boys' clothing, Mrs. John T. Riley, 

Diploma and 1.00 
Qase of beautiful clothing, Thomas Irving, • . . 3*00 

Handsome pants and vests, Thomas Irving, . . . Diploma. 
For a buggy, Phoenix Company, . . Diploma and 5.00 
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Case of hats, Jesse W. Reed, . . . Diploma and $3.00 

Parlor stove, Lockwood & Boyd, 2.00 

Other stores and summer range, Lockwood & Boyd, . 1.00 

A siQgle carriage, E. Lent, Greenwich, • Diploma and 3.00 

A two-seated wagon. Phoenix Company, . Diploma and 3.00 

Trotting wagon, do., • . Diploma and 3.00 



FARM UTENSILS. 



(But a meager exhibition under thi$ hectd,) 

To the Fairfield County Agricultural Society : 

, For a model hay press, A. H. Comstock, New Canaan, . $2.00 

For a plow, J. D. Warren & Co., .... 2.00 

For a horse rake, George Whitcomb, Greenwich, . . 1.00 

do. extension ladder, do., do., • Diploma. 



PLOWING MATCH. 



To the Fairfield County Agricultural Society: 
A Sixteen plowmen answered to the call of the committee, and witii 
bat three exceptions, all did their work well. Preminms awarded 
as fbllows. 

1st James Hoyt, New Canaan, $2O.O0 

2d John W. Hubbard, (Alexander Ferris, Jplowman,) . 15.00 

M Jophaa B. Hendrie, 10.00 

4th Albert W. Knapp, Fairfield, 9.00 

5th James Wardwell, . . ... . . . 8.00 

6th Benjamin Page, (Obadiah Timpany, plowman,) Greenwich, 7.00 

7th Widter 6. Booth, Fairfield, 6.00 

8th 3* B. Lockwood, (George Lloyd, plowman,) Greenwich, 5.00 



Digitized by 



Google 



216 



SPADING. 



To the Fairfield County Agricultural Society: 

Twenty entered for spading, six premiums offered. The following 
persons took the regular premiums, but in consideration of the faith- 
fidness and excellent manner that the others accomplished their 
work, the committee awarded to each fiflj cents. 

1st premium, Fordy Broderick, $8 

2d do., Lawrence Gilligan, Greenwich, ... 6 

3d do., John Newton, .5 

4th do., James Fluisted, 3 

5th do., Augustus Le Due, .2 

6th ^ do., Thomas Smith, 1 



PREMIUMS AWARDED BY THE DISCRETIONARY 
COMMITTEE. 

To the Fairfield County Agricultural Society: 

To Edgar Hojt, Esq., for the exhibition of Longbottom's Portable 
Qb8 Apparatus, and his very successful experiment in lighting up the 
tent during our evening sessions, the sincere thanks of the Society, a 
4iploma and $60. 

To John B. Knapp, for an exhibition of his crystal lake ice, and a 
bountiful supply for the use of the Society during the exercises in the 
tent, $3. 

To the American Porcelain Company of Green Point, for an 
elegant exhibition of porcelain ware, consisting of 1000 specimens 
of cups and saucers, house furnishing articles, ^c, made of stone, 
procured and ground in the town of Greenwich, in thi^ county, 
diploma and $10. 

To E. Porter & Sons, of Bridgeport, for a handsome variety of 
electro-plated ware, a diploma and $8. 

To Charles Hough, Bridgeport, for a model hennery, well deserv- 
ing of notice and imitation, a diploma. 

To John H. Sherwood, Southport, for fine sample bees-wax, •!. 

To A. A. Moss, of Norwalk, for a patent calf-sucking machine, 
valuable to raise calves by hand without trouble, diploma. 
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To Simon IngersoU, for patent rock drill, a valuable invention, a 
diploma and $5. 

To Greenwich Iron Works, for sample boiler rivets, diploma. 

Miss A. E. Warren, for a beautiful relievo leather workstand, 
diploma and $1. 

For a fancy work-box, Horace Lock wood, diploma. 

Case prepared insects, Augustus Le Due, diploma. 

Revolving case of daguerreotypes, G. R. Treat,^ a diploma and $2. 

To a case of plated ware, Lockwood & Boyd, $2 and diploma. 

Chapin's portable cider mill, P. H. Babbit, Barre, Mass., diploma. 

To Miss Mary E. Thompson, for a pair of shoes, made entirely by 
herself, including the thread with which the sewing was done, $1 and 
diploma. 

To Seth Miller, for a well arranged churn, . . Diploma. 

To A. R. Stevens, New Milford, patent chum, . Diploma. 

'To G. K. Riker, for a beautiful corn target, . . Diploma. 

Edwin Bishop, for a bushel Carter potatoes, ... $1 

N. E. Adams, for a bushel old style Kidney potatoes, . 1 

N. E. Adams, for a lot of Boston squash, considered by the com- 
mittee to be equal to any on the tables, but not brought in for com- 
petition, diploma. 

Lieut. Woolsey, for a beautiful model of a yacht, made entirely 
by himself since he has been residing in this village, the past six 
months, diploma. 

To George Lockwood, for a model yacht, diploma. 

To Rippowam Company, for an exhibition of some fine parlor 
stoves, but not entered in season for competition, diploma. 

To Benjamin Page, Greenwich, for two hives of bees, in good 
working order, cases made by the exhibitor, diploma and $3. 

To Master T. Robbins, for a neat erayon sketch of the Crystal 
Palace, diploma. 

To Mrs. John W. Hubbard, for an elegant needle book and candle- 
shade, diploma. 

To Ebenezer Crabb, for a model keg, diploma. 

Mrs. Jonathan A. Close, for an elegant display of table linen, 
sheets and pillow-cases, of linen made by her, $2. 

E. C. Warren for exhibition of cabinet ware, diploma. 

Fire Engine Company, No. 2, for exhibition of their machine in 
complete order, diploma and $3. 

To Thomas Irving, for a beautiful model boy in military uniform, 

mounted on a model horse, $2. 
15 
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To A. Bunten, for sample horseshoes, . • . Diploma. 

To Wm. A. Lockwood, do., do. 

To Thomas Fitzgerald, do., do. 

Miss C. Jarvis, Norwalk, for two ladies* hats, . . . do. 
Charles W* Lawrence, for coop and Asiatic chickens, . $2 

William Smith, do. do., . . 1 

John B. Knapp, for three superior hams cured by three different 
recipes, diploma. 

John F. Hoyt, for a superior and serviceable portable folding 
swift, diploma and $1. 

Mrs. John B. Reed, for a case of fancy articles, her own make, 
diploma. 

Mrs. Reub Blake, for rag carpet, very good, ... $1 

Mrs. Rosbury, for two pieces rag carpet, ... 1 

The committee would make honorable mention of the fine display 
of vegetables not receiving premiums, from the gardens of Maltbie 
Weed, Edwin Bishop, Alexander Y. Sharp, James Miller and Jona- 
than R. Scofield, of Stamford ; D. Sheffield and N. B. Weed, of 
Darien ; Stephen Hoyt, of New Canaan ; of honey from C. Johnson, 
Benjamin Page, Gilbert Close, John B. Knapp, John Baily, Stephen 
Holly, Wm. Bonnell, Alfred Geddings and L. L. G. Whitney, all of 
superior quality ; of quilts exhibited by Emily H. Lockwood, Mrs. 
Piatt and Emily Ann Lockwood, Cynthia Shay, C. Dudley, Elthea 
L. Rich, Harriet E. Rich, Mrs. Isaac Selleck, Betsey Ann June, 
Mrs. Hanford Reynolds, Louisa Weed, Mary C. Chichester, Althea 
E. Bulkley, Miss Ripley, Sarah June, Ann W. Wardwell, Mrs. G. 
H. Waterbury, and A. K. Comstock, all neatly executed. 

There were a great number of other articles worthy of honorable 
mention, and the committee regret that time will not allow of a more 
lengthened notice of them, but they, can not conclude this report 
without alluding to the extensive and very beautiful display of needle 
work, worsted work, embroidery and darning, exhibited by the follow- 
ing young ladies of our own county : Caroline F. Holly, Emily J. 
Leeds, Rebecca H. Fordham, Eliza R. Brown, Emily Bishop, Josephine 
E. Selleck, Frances Smith, Mary R. Hall, Sarah W. Hall, Mary 
Ann Brown, Jane Hepburn, E. A. Comstock, Mary Clark, Sarah A. 
Ayres, Emily Hubbard, Rachael R. Brush, Louisa Mead, Sarah H. 
Whitney, Mary H. Close, Hannah M. Mead, Elizabeth Miller, Julia 
Brown. 

WILLIAM H. HOLLY, Secretary. 

Stamfobd, September 29th, 1854. 
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Total number of entries, 1,107. 

21 Farms. 

. 20 Field crops per acre. 

90 Specimens of com, potatoes, rje, wheat, oats, &c 

27 do. of fruit. 

88 Bjread, butter, cheese and honey. 
348 Of garden vegetables. 
143 Miscellaneous articles. 

90 Horses and colts. 
308 Head of neat cattle. 

17 -Pens of swine. 

16 Entries of sheep. 

22 do. for Spading match. 
20 do. for Plowing match. 

The total receipts of the Society for the year 1854, were '$1,527.00 
The expenditures in premiums and otherwise, . . 1,452.00 

JOHN H. SHERWOOD. 
SouTHPORT, Conn. 
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WINDHAM 

COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 



At various times previous to 1840, efforts had been made 
to establish an Agricultural Society in Windham county, 
but owing to indifference and jealousies, no organization of 
any permanent utility was formed. In August, 1840, the 
county treasurer called a convention of agriculturists in 
compliance with the act of the Legislature of that year in 
relation to Agricultural Societies. This meeting adjourned 
to the 17th day of the following September, at which time 
it was resolved to form a Society. A committee was ap- 
pointed to report a constitution. In the constitution adopted 
was an article, contemplating the organization of an Institute 
for the counties of New London and Windham, to be called 
the Agricultural and Manufacturing Institute of New Lon- 
don and Windham Counties. This connection did not long 
maintain itself, as the Board of Managers of the Windham 
County Society, on the 8th of March, 1841, directed their 
Secretary to give notice to the President of the Institute, of 
their intention to discontinue the connection. 

The Society, in June, 1841, voted to have a Cattle Show 
the following September, and offered premiums to the amount 
of $274. 

At the annual meeting of the Society in October, 1841, 
the Constitution was so amended as to conform strictly to 
a county organization, with provision for the action of town 
auxiliaries. 

In 1842, another Show was resolved upon, and $334 offered 
in premiums. In 1843, premiums were offered to the amount 
of $258 only. In 1844, at an adjourned annual meeting, 
the following vote was passed, evincing a strong desire on 
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the part of the farmers of this county, to promote agricultural 
improvement, viz., 

Resolved, That whereas, a proposition has been made in 
the General Assembly, that an agricultural survey of the 
state should be made. Now, to induce the favorable action 
of the Legislature on this subject, which this Society deems 
exceedingly important, this Society will relinquish for the 
term of two years, all claims to a greater sum than $100 
annually, which this Society might be entitled to receive 
under the act of 1840, &c. 

In August, 1844, it was voted to hold a Fair the ensuing 
fall, but no action was taken in the matter further, and the 
Society remained dormant until December, 1851, when, by 
the proper officers, a meeting was called, and the Constitu- 
tion amended as it now stands, officers were chosen, and a 
Fair was held in the autumn of the ensuing year. Continued 
success has attended each succeeding exhibition of the So- 
ciety, and a spirit of progress in agricultural improvement 
is aroused, that promises well for the interests of the county. , 

Organization of the Windham County Agricultural Society, 
for the year 1854. 

President, Hon. Chauncey F. Cleveland, Hampton. 

First Vice-President, Edwin Scarborough, Brooklyn. 

Second do., Nathan Allyn, Canterbury. 

Third do., Peleg C. Child, Woodstock. 

Recording Secretary, James B. Whitcomb, Brooklyn. 

Corresponding Secretary, Albert Day, Brooklyn. 

Treasurer, John Gallup, 2d, Brooklyn. 

Auditors, John R. Alliston, Brooklyn ; Charles Clark, 
Brooklyn ; Charles Mathewson, Pomfret. 

Standing Committee, Dyer H. Clark, Ashford ; Wil- 
liam H. Putnam, Brooklyn ; Lucius Carter, Canterbury ; 
Lester Bill, Chaplin; Joseph Dorsell, Jr., Eastford; 
Henry G. Tainter, Hampton ; Col. Erastus Lester, Plain- 
field; Charles Osgood, Pomfret; Nelson Williams, Kil- 
lingly ; Amos J. Gallup, Sterling ; Thaddeus C. Gordon, 
Voluntown ; Joseph B. Gay, Thompson ; Lloyd E* Bald- 
win, Windham ; Asa T. Child, Woodstock, 
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REPORTS. 



CLASS 1.— BULLS AND BULL CALVES. 

To the Windham County Agricultural Society: 

The Committee on Class 1, report : The whole number of ani- 
mals entered under this class, was eighteen, but seventeen only were 
on the ground, or to be found hj your committee. 

At the head of the pens, as well as at the head of the animals of 
this class, stood the Durham bull of Messrs. Lyon & Sumner, of 
Woodstock, the same which took the first premium at the Cattle 
Show last year, for which reason he was not entered for a premium 
this. This animal is a truly noble specimen of a noble breed ; well 
would it be if we had more like unto him. 

Of the bulls, two years old and upward, which were entered for 
a premium, there was not one, which in the opinion of your com- 
mittee, was entitled to the first premium of $8. They have, therefore, 
made no award of the first premium. 

To Joseph Scarborough, of Brooklyn, your committee award the 
second premium of $6, for his two year old Durham bull. 

To Andrew C. Lester, of Plainfield, the third premium of $4, for 
a half blood Durham. 

To Charles Dorrance, of Brooklyn, your committee award the first 
premium of $5, for the best yearling bull. 

To Asa T. Childs, of Woodstock, the second premium of $3. 

The first premium of $4, to Joseph Adams, of Brooklyn, for his 
half blood Devon bull calf. 

The second premium of $2, to Courtland Babcock, of Willi- 
mantic. 

Your committee feel bound to state that the exhibition of animals 
of this class, this day, compared with the exhibitions of former years, 
is anything but satisfactory to them, especially of those one year old 
and upward. 

It does not show that improvement which we had a right to 
expect, but the reverse. 

CHARLES OSGOOD, Chairman. 
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In Classes 2d and 3d there were no entries. 



CLASS 4 HEIFERS. 



To the Windham County A^culiural Society: 

The Judges on Class 4, being on Heifers, One and Two Years Old, 
and Heifer Calves, make the following report : 
The first premiom to Amor D. Lockwood, of Brooklyn, for 

the best two year old heifer, . . . . - S2 

To Martin H. Williams, Brooklyn, for second best, . 1 

To John Franklin, Brooklyn, for the best yearling heifer, . 2 

To Dyer Hughes, Hampton, for best heifer calf, . . 2 

To Lucius Carter, Canterbury, for the second best, . • 1 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

WILLIAM BEXNET, Jr„ 
WILLIAM M. JOHNSON, 
GEORGE DUNLAP, 
GEORGE KENDALL, 



yJtjtdges, 



CLASS 5.— HERDS OF HEIFERS AND CALVES. 

To the Windham County AyrtcuUurcd Society: 

There were offered for premium this day at the Windham County 
Fair, four herds of two year old Heifers, five herds of yearling 
Heifers, and five herds of Calves. 

The specimens of this class of stock were very good, and it 
speaks well for Windham County, that there is at the present time 
an increased attention to the raising of stock. 
On herds of two years old, your committee award to Lyon & 

Sumner, of Woodstock, the first premium of . . $3.00 
To Nye & Hammond, of Hampton, second premium, . 2.00 

On herds of yearling heifers, to Albert Day, of Brooklyn, 

first premium, 3.00 

To William H. Putnam, of Brooklyn, second premium, 2.00 
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For the best herd of ten calves, to William H. Putnam, of 

Brooklyn, , . 10.00 

For the best herd of three calves, to Edwin Scarborough, of 

Brooklyn, 8.00 

For the second best herd of three calves, to Lewis G. Ingalls, 

of Pomfret, . 2.00 

EespectfuUy submitted. 

JOSEPH GILBERT, Ohairman. 
Brooklyn, Sept. 14, 1854. 



CLASS 6.— TOWN TEAMS. 

To the Windham County Agricultural Society: 

The Committee upon Town Teams have attended to the duty 
assigned them, and make the following report : 

There were three teams upon the ground for exhibition, two of 
which were entered for premiums. 

A team of very fine oxen from the town of Hampton, was upon 
the ground, but was not entered for premium. 

A team of ten pairs of oxen from the town of Plainfield, was pre- 
sented, and your committee regret very much there were not a 
sufficient number of pairs to come within the requirements of the 
Society, and entitle them to a premium, as it was the best team, for 
the number of pairs, on the ground. 

A team of fifteen pairs of young oxen from four to six years old, 
from the town of Brooklyn, was entered, which being the only team 
that came within the requirements of the Society, the committee 
award a premium of $15. 

The oxen presented were all good cattle, well mafched, as to size 
and color, which shows the taste and judgment of owners in rearing 
and selecting. 

The committee regret that more towns do not present teams, as it 
adds very much to our Fair ; and we are of the opinion that Wind- 
ham County will stand as high as any county in the state, if we are 
to judge from the cattle presented to-day. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

CALVIN D. WILLIAMS, Chairman. 
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CLASS 7.— WORKING OXEN. 

To the Windham County Agricultural Society: 

Your committee have attended to the duties of their appointment, 
and ask leave to report 

There were presented to the committee eleven pairs of oxen. Of 
these, the committee award : 

N. P. Witter, of Brooklyn, 1st premium, . . . .86 

Jirah Hyde, of Canterbury, 2d do., ... 4 

Abel Waldo, of Brooklyn, 3d do., .... 3 

Andrew C. Lester, Plainfield, for best four year old oxen, . 5 

John Hyde, Brooklyn, for second best do. . . 3 

John G. Potter, do., third best do. .2 

The committee respectfully suggest to the farmers of Windham 
County the more thorough training of their oxen, believing that 
what is worth doing, is worth doing well, and farmers will find it for 
profit as well as convenience to thoroughly educate their oxen. 

Respectfully submitted. 

LESTER BILL, Chairman. 



CLASS 8.— MATCHED STEERS. 

To the Windham County Agricultural Society: 

The Committee on Class 8, have attended to the duties of their 
appointment, and respectfully report. 

They regret the very limited number of competitors exhibiting 
the valuable stock assigned to their examination, the whole number 
of matched steers entered for premium being only twelve ; and two 
pairs of the above number the committee were not able to find. 

Those exhibited were of quite respectable character, and your 
committee award premiums to the following persons : 

Of three year old steers, first premium of $4 to George W. 
Chase, Killingly. Second premium of $3 to Alpheus B. Parker, of 
Brooklyn. 

One pair of steers, three years old, belonging to Clark Jackson, of 
Hampton, were not entered for a premium, but your committee 
recommend that a gratuity of two dollars be awarded to him. 
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Of two years old, your committee award the first premium of $8 
to Charles Litchfield, of Killinglj. . Second premium of 92 to J6lm 
6, Potter, of Brooklyn. 

Yearlings, first premium to Charles Dorrance, of Brooklyn. Sec- 
ond premium to William H. Putnam, of Brooklyn. 

One pair of matched calves, premium of $3, to Lewis G. Ingallsy 
of Pomfret. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

GEORGE SHAPE, Chairman. 



CLASS 9.— FAT OR BEEF CATTLE. 

To the Windham County Agricultural Society : 

The Committee on Fat or Beef Cattle, having attended to the duties 
assigned them, beg leave to make their report. But before stating 
the conclusions to which they have arrived, they would beg leave to 
be indulged in a single remark. 

Two years ago, at our annual Agricultural Fair, it will be 
remembered that the present Hon. chairman of the Committee on 
Butter, and myself, with other honorable gentlemen, were the Commit- 
ter on Bread. And though our chairman made a report, and in view 
of the many excellent specimens that were presented to our taste, 
which did so much credit to the notable house wives of Windham 
County, we could not but come to the conclusion according to the 
old proverb, that bread was the staff of life. 

But your committee on beef cattle, remembering that it is said in 
the good old book, that " men shall not live by bread alone," have 
come to the conclusion that with a new piece of bread and Windham 
County butter, (such as has been presented here to-day,) there is 
nothing better than a slice of beef — good fat beef. 

But your committee are of the opinion, judging from the spec- 
imens that have been presented here to-day, owing, undoubtedly, to 
the extreme drouth from which our county has suffered, tlftre is, to 
say the least, in Windham County, to be a great lack — not of intel- 
ligent men and beautiful women — ^but of good fat beef. 

Your committee regret to say, that there were but three entries of 
beef cattle, made. ^ 

1. The large Devon gray oxen of George Wilkmson, Esq., of 
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Pomfret, weighing some 4,400 pounds, and if justice is done tbem thej 
will not be taken to the shambles, till they have been well fed from 
this time till the first of March next, which we doubt not will be done 
by the owner, who likes a good piece of beef. 

We award to the owner of these oxen the first premium of $8. 

2. We award to Davis Sharp, for his red oxen, (they coming 
under the rule of the society,) the second premium of 83. 

To Messrs. Lyon & Sumner, of Woodstock, for the best beef 
animal, we award the sum of $3. This animal is a beautiful cow, 
of the short homed Durham breed, and in the judgment of your 
committee would weigh, when dressed, at least 900 pounds, and is an 
animal of much merit, that does great credit to her owners, who 
have done so much to improve the breeds of cattle in our county, 
especially the short homed Durham, of which they have many 
beautiful specimens, which will undoubtedly be properly noticed by 
other committees, whose special duty it will be to report upon 
them. 

In conclusion, your committee would say, they tegret exceedingly 
that the number of beef cattle was so limited, and hope at future 
exhibitions to see this \ery important class of animals greatly 
improved and increased, and of better quality. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Per order of the committee, 

PELEG C. CHILD, Chairman. 
Brooklyn, Sept., 1854. 



CLASS 10.— SHEEP. 



To the Windham County Agricultural Society: 

The Committee appointed to examine^heep, would report: That 
they have attended to that duty, and made the following awards. 

To Luther Alexander, Killingly, best buck, . . . . $3 

To Charles Cady, Pomfret, second best do., ... 2 

To JLuther Alexander, best five ewes, ..... 5 

To John Franklin, Brooklyn, second best ^yb ewes, . . 4 

To Luther Alexander, third best ^ye ewes, . » • . 3 
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To Luther Alexander, three buck lambs, . . • . $8 
The committee regret that so few lots of Sheep were exhibited, 
and are sure that in this line, Windham county is not fairly repre- 
sented. 

They would suggest to the Society, the expediency of offering 
separate premiums on fine and coarse wooled sheep. 

DAVID LESTER, ] 

CHARLES S. MATHEWSON, 
CHARLES PALMER, 
ERASTUS KINNE, 
E* L. FULLER. 



Committee. 



CLASS 11.— SWINE. 



To the Windham County Agricultural Society: 

The Committee on Swine beg leave to submit the following report. 
Your committee regret to state, that the specimens of swine upon the 
ground for exhibition consisted of only two very fine breeding sows, 
a mixture of the Mackay and Native breeds, both belonging to one 
man. 

We have therefore seen fit to award to Col. Erastus Lester, of 
Flainfield, for the best breeding sow, five dollars. 

RALPH W. ROBINSON. 



CLASS 12.— STALLIONS. 
To the Windham County Agricultural Society: 

The Committee on Class 12, would respectfully report the follow- 
ing awards. 

To L. J. Kie, first premium for stallion 4 years and over, . $5 
To N. H. Chandler, second premium for stallion 4 years and over, 4 
To L. T. Button, third do. do. do., . 2 

To Frederick Cutler, first premium for stallion 3 years old, . 4 
To Jirah Hyde, for best yearling colt, .... 2 

A fine gelding was exhibited by Mr. Isaac Knight, another by Mr. 
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"W. Chamberlain. Tour c<Mnmittee suggest that a class of premioms 
be offered to embrace animals of this description. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

HENRY A. DYER, (Mimum. 



CLASS 13.— BROOD MARES. 

To the Windham County Agricultural Society^ 

The Committee on Brood Mares with Foal at foot, would report; 
That the number of animals of the above description, was very small, 
there being only eight presented for examination. On a careful exam- 
ination, the committee have awarded the following premiums. 
1st premium of $5, to No. 512. 
2d do. 4, to No. 25. 

3d do. 3, to No. 43. 

We have also awarded the first and only premium, for mare colt 
two years old, to No. 437, $4. Also, $3, to No. 463, yearling colt, *S. 

All which is respectfully submitted, by 

MASON CLEVELAND, Cfhairman. 



CLASS 14.— POULTRY. 



To the Windham County Agricultural Society : 

The Committee on Poultry, in presenting their report, would 
remark: That, agreeably to the instructions which they received, 
their decision was influenced as much by the superiority of the breeds 
offered for competition, as by the appearance of the different specimens. 
They would recommend the following premiums. 
No. 810, J. E. Short & Co., Killmgly, .... $1.00 

do. 425, Levi Ross, Brooklyn, 1.00 

do. 435, M. L. Taylor, Canterbury, .... 1.00 

do. 444, S. Austin, Plainfield, 2.00 

do. 445, do., do., . . . . . . .50 

do. 446, do., do., .50 
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CLASS 15.— BUTTER. 

2\> the Windham County Agricvltural Society : 

Xhe Committee on Butter award the following premiums, viz. : 
1st premium, to Lucius L. Chandler, of Pomfret, . • . $5 
2d do., to Jeremiah Hubbard, do., ... 4 

3d do., to John W. Adams, do., ... 3 

4th do., to Nathan Allen, Canterbury, ... 2 

5th do., to John R. Allerton, Brooklyn, .... 1 

In behalf of the committee. 

DANIEL P. TYLER, Chairman. 



CLASS 16.— CHEESE. 



To the Windham County Agricultural Society : 

The Committee to whom was assigned the duty of examining the 
several specimens of Cheese, and awarding the premiums offered by 
the Society on that article, have attended to the duty, and would 
respectfully report : That there were nineteen competitors with ^ve 
premiums to be distributed among them. 

Your committee believe that no one, familiar with the wide-spread 
reputation of "Windham county cheese, will suppose that hve 
premiums will cover all the good, or even very good cheese contained 
dn the nineteen parcels, of what your committee believe to be more 
than an average of the superior cheese of the county. 

Your committee are aware that there are a gr^at variety of opinions 
in regard to what constitutes the first quality of cheese, some prefer- 
ing one flavor, and some another, one giving the preference to that 
which is very mild, another to that which has more of what is usually 
termed smartness in the taste. Under these circumstances, it is very 
probable that a different committee would have awarded some of the 
premiums differently from the one to whom that duty was assigned 
in the present instance. 

Your committee trust that this consideration will induce those who 
have failed to obtain a premium where nearly three-fourths must 
necessarily fail, to appear among the list of competitors another 
year. After a careful and repeated examination of each lot, they 
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have awarded the premiums to those which in their judgment were 
most deserviDg, without knowing the names of the persons who were 
to secure them until after the decision was made. If anj of the 
decisions are wrong, they must be attributed to an erroneous taste on 
the part of the committee, which thej trust will be corrected in the 
formation of the committee anothei: year. 

Your committee do not propose at this time to offer a dissertation 
on the best method of manufacturing cheese, or to point out the 
errors which frequently prevent the production of an article of the 
first quality. If this were to be done, there are many fair hands 
in this assembly, much better qualified for the task than your 
committee. 

In compliance with the regulations of the Society, accompanying 
each parcel of cheese was a statement of the method of manufacture. 

The process as described in each case, is nearly the same, with 
some slight variations. This your committee deem a very important 
improvement in the rules of the Society, and one which ought to be 
strictly complied with, and the information thus obtained, spread 
before the public. 

As the result of their deliberations, your committee offer for the 
acceptance of the Society, the following award of premiums, viz. : 
Joseph Scarborough, Brooklyn, first premium, . . . J5 

Joseph Gilbert, Pomfret, second do., ... 4 

Lyman Fitts, do., third do., .... 3 

Albert Day, Brooklyn, fourth do., ... 2 

WillardDay, do., fifth do., .... 1 

All of which is respectfully submitted in behalf of the committee, 
by 

F. DAVISON, Chairman. 



CLASS 17.— FRUIT AND FLOWERS. 

To the Windham County AgricuUuYal Society : 

The Committee to whom was assigned the duty of examining the 
several varieties of Fruit and Flowers, have attended to the duties 
assigned them, and would submit the following report 

That the exhibition of fruit at this time, by the citizens of Wind- 
ham county, evidently manifests an increased interest in the cultiva- 
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tion of that article, and reflects much credit upon the contributors to 
that department. 

In the disbursements of premiums, your committee in some cases 
had some doubts, but have agreed to award as follows : 
Nathan H. Chandler, for the largest variety of the best apples, $4.00 



Charles Clark, for the second best variety of apples, 

Zenas Marcy, for the third best variety of apples, 

John J. Greene, best six varieties of apples, 

Calvin D. Williams, for the largest variety of best peaches, 

George B. Mathewson, second do. do., 

Charles Osgood, third do. do., 

James Wheaton, for best six varieties of peaches, 

Charles Mathewson, for largest variety of best pears, 

Edwin Newbury, for second best variety of pears, . 

Joseph Scarborough, for third best do. do., 

Edwin White, for best plate of apples, 

Calvin D. Williams, best plate of peaches, . 

Edwin Newbury, best plate of pears, 

Erastus Lester, for largest variety of best grapes, 

James B. Whitcomb, for second largest variety of best grapes, 

John Gallup, 2d, for best show of quinces, 

E. Newbury, for best show of flowers. 

Miss Emily Brown, for second best show of flowers, 

W. C. Monroe, for a small variety of pears, as a gratuity, 

Charles Osgood, do. do. do., do., 

John Palmer, one plate of pears, as a gratuity, 

Lyon & Sumner, one plate extra large pears, as a gratuity, 

Mrs. L. L. Chandler, one plate of peaches, do., 

James Wheaton, do. do., do., 

Mrs. John Allen, for box grapes, . . ' 

George B. Mathewson, do., 

E. Scarborough, for good varieties of apples. 



Erastus Lester, 


do. 


J. B. Whitcomb, 


do. 


George Sharpe, 


do. 


David Clapp, 


do. 


E. L. Preston, 


do. 


E. White, 


do. 


Joseph Scarborough, 


do. 


Joshua Webb, 


do. 




16 



do., 
do., 
do., 
do., 
do., 
do., 
do., 
do.. 



3.00 

2.00 

1.00 
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1.00 

1.00 

4.00 
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2.00 

1.00 

1.00 
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1.00 
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John K. Holbrook, for good yarieties of apples, . . • $0.50 
Wm. C. Monroe, do. do., ... -50 

Clinton Child, do. do., 50 

Nathan Allen, do. do., ... .50 

Calvin D. Williams, do. do., 50 

Charles Osgood, do. do., ... -50 

E. Newbury, one plate extra, do., 50 

J. Griffith, one plate plums, -50 

Your committee would add, that the exhibition of apples, by Simon 
Cotton, Enoch Pond and others, and some specimens of grapes by 
William Alexander, George Sharpe, Rufus Mathewson, and others, 
are worthy of notice ; also, a plate of figs, by John M'Clellan. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

WILLIAM BROWN, Chairman. 



CLASS 18.— VEGETABLES. 

To the Windham County Agricultural Society: 

The earliest account we have of our race, represents them as 
living in a garden ; their employment being " to dress it, and to keep 
it" From the language employed, we are led to infer, that it 
included both a flower and kitchen garden. But as our first instinct 
teaches us to supply the wants of our physical nature, it is probable 
a large share of their time was devoted to the cultivation of those 
fruits and vegetables which, while they gratify the appetite, add 
strength and vigor to both body and mind. However this may be as 
regards our first parents, it is certain, that we, their descendants, are 
very much dependent upon a good kitchen garden for the comforts of 
the table. As a general fact, it is doubtless true that our community 
have not enjoyed the full benefit which may be derived from this 
source. The exhibitions made to this Society for a few years past, 
afford gratifying evidence that this subject is receiving an increased 
share of attention. The benefit of a good kitchen garden need not 
be confined to farmers. Every family may, and ought to enjoy the 
health and comfort which an abundant supply of vegetables for the 
table is calculated to promote. 

The exhibition on this occasion (owing probably to the drought) 
has not been as extensive as formerly. Many of the specimens 
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I)te8Bliled for ^xammatiota, hotrever, are very fi»e, and cteseirve a more 

liberal reward than jonr committee are able to bestow. After a full 

examination, we have awarded the following premiums ^ remarking 

at the same time, that many specimens to which no premium has been 

given, are meritorious, and the exhibitors deserve the thanks of the 

Society. 

To Samuel Whitfbrd, for the best specimen of onions^ 

Joel Fox, best specimen of English turnips, 

James B. Whitcomb, best specimen of marrow squashes, 

C D. Williams, specimen of white beans^ . » 

C Y. de Normandy, specimen of Lima beans, 

John A. Carpenter, best watermelons, 

John Payne, best specimen of winter squashes, * 

J. B. Nettleton, second best do., 

John Paine, specimen of mountain peppers^ 

Ezra Starkweather, very fine specimens of cranberries^ 

Nathan Allen, specimen of potatoes, % % 

Frederic Averill, specimen of chiccory, . 

do^, do. Mercer potatoes, 

A Vermont pumpkin^ » * * • . 
J. B. Nettleton, specimen of peppers^ 
Evan Shaxpe, specimen of tomatoes, % 

GEORGE B. MATHEWSON> } 
CHARLES SCARBOROUGH, 
WALTER P. WEBB> } C 

PARDON BENNETT, 
CHAUNCEY MORSE, J 



$0.50 
.50 
.50 
.50 
.50 
.75 

1.00 
.50 
.50 

1.50 
.50 
.50 
.50 
.50 
.50 
.50 



Chmmtttce. 



CLASS 19.— DIVISION A.— MECHANICAL PRODUCTIONS 

To the Windham County Jgri^ultured Society : 

The Committee on Mechanical Productions beg leave to report 

the following premiums awarded by them. 

L. M. Dean, of Woodstock, for best two horse carriage^ « $5 

do., do., for best one horse carriage> « 3 

do.) do., fbr best open buggy, • % 3 

do., do., for best carriage harness, % 3 

do.) do., for b^t single harness, « ^ 3 
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Cksaies Pearl, Hampton, second best harness, / # * fZ 

Bj order of tlie coounittee, 

THOMAS B. BAXTER, Chaimum. 



CLASS 19.— DIVISION B— BOOTS, SHOES, AND 
LEATHER. 

To the Windham CawUjf Affricultural Society: 

The Committee on Class 19, Division B., having examined the 
goods assigned tl^m, award the following premiums, viz. 
L. P. Perrin, for one case of shoes, ..... I 

do., for best pair of childiien's shoes, 

J. E. Short & Co., Killingly, for two pairs patent leather shoes, 
S. Humes & Co., Killinglj, for one case of shoes, 

do., do., for one pair of men's shoes, 

do., do., for one pair of ladies' sewed shoes, 

do-, do., for one pair of congress boots, . 

do., do.^ for two pairs of children's shoes, 

John A. Mason, for three pairs best pegged bootees, 
Ezra Dean, Woodstock, for one dozen calf skins, . • 5 

do., do., for best specimen upper leather, • ^ 

do., do., for second do. do. • • 2 

Respectfully submitted- 

Per order of the committee, 

EZRA DEAN, Chairman. 



CLASS 19.— DIVISION C— MECHANIC ARTS, &c- 

To the Windham County Agricultural Society: 

The Committee on Class 19, Division C, have attended to the 
duties assigned them, and would respectfully report : 

That the number of specimens of the skill of the medianics 
of the county was small. No cabinet furniture whatever, and no 
specimens of dentistry were exhiHted- There were two speeimeas 
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of dothing, and but one of each of the otter articks falling to our 
•department. , 

The committee were particularij pleased with the watch-cases 
exhibited bj Preston .& Jacob. In elegance of design and beautj 
of finish they do great credit to the ingenuity, taste and skill of the 
manufacturers^ and we award to them a premium of $5. 

The Messrs. Bard presented for examination a case of gold pens 
of great variety and excellence. Among the number the committee 
noticed one which, from its great size and the splendor of its 
material and finish, they were ied to suppose might be the pen that 
IS said to rule the world, and we award to them a premium of $5. 

Deacon Newbery exhibited specimens of spectacles ©f good 
workmanship. Among the number we observed a pair of very 
great size, and as the Deacon is well known as a man of benevolent 
and philanthropic disposition, we supposed that he intended them 
for the benefit of the individual who was to wield the pen exhibited 
l)y the Messrs. Bard. So far as the committee could see, and they 
examined the Deacon's case without glassei^ they are of the (pinion 
that Deacon Newbery has entitled himself to a premium, aiid award 
to him the sum of $5. 

But one parcel of musical instruments were exhibited, — ^a case of 
flutes, by J. E. Kelley. They were of high finish and the commit- 
tee award to him as high a premium as the regulations of the fiociety 
permit, the sum of $3. 

William A. Chamberlin exhibited some neatly designed and 
finished clothing. To him we award a premiunrof $5. 

We do also award to J. E. Short & Co., for clothing, a premium 
of *2. 

We award to William P. Adams a. premium of $2 for marble 
work exhibited by him. 

And to F. E. Harrison, a premium of $2, for specimens of printing. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

A- CHAPIN, ChmrmoA. 
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CLASS 19.— DIVISION D.— MECHANICAL PRODUC 

TIONS. 

To the Windham County Agricultural Society: 

The Committee on Mechanical Productions respectfully report^ 
that the entries under Division D. have been very few. 

The committee award the following premiums : 
No. 11, Samuel Whitford, Brooklyn, specimen tin ware, $2.00 

" 29, Francis Downing, Pomfret, patent gate, . . 1.00 

" 184, Gark & Higgins, Hampton, specimen tin wsu^, 1.00 

" 205, L. M. Dean, Woodstock, eUiptic springs, . . • 1.00 

" 268, Hmrace Chafiee, Canterbury, one work-box, . . 1.00 
^ 269, do^ do., one gate-hinge, . .50 

« 292, Allen ic Olds, Killingly, parlor stoves, . • 2.00 
" 291, do., do., cook stoves, • 3.00 
'' 293 & 294, do., do., specimens castings^ 2.00 

^ 327, Nathan Griggs, Chaplin, steel spindles, . • 1*00 

^ 1022, do., do., patent axle-tree, . 1.00 

By order of the committee, 

A. H. STORRS, Chairman. 



CLASS 2fc.— MANUFACTURED ARTICLES. 

To the Windham County Agrieultwral Society: 

For the best bleached cotton sheetings, a i^emium of $3 to the 
WiUiamsville Manufacturing Company. 

For the second best do., $2 to the Quinebaug Company. 

For the best unbleached do., $3 to the WiUiamsville Mimufactur- 
ing C6mpany. 

For the second best da, $2 to the Central Company. 

For the best printing cloths, a premium of $3 to the Quinebaug 
C(»npany. 

For the second best do., $2 to the Central Company. 

For four husk mattrasses, a premium of $2 to Jonathan Skinner. 

JOHN PALMER, ) 

DANIEL C. ROBINSON, V Committee. 
J. A. WILLIAMS, ) 

Bbooklik> Sept. 14, 1854* 
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CLASS 23.— BREAD. 

To the Windham County Agricultural Society : 

The Committee on Bread beg leave to submit the following report. 

Whole number of specimens offered : wheat bread, fourteen ; rye 
bread, eight ; brown bread, ten. 

Most of the bread that your committee were called upon to ex- 
amine, was of an excellent quality, and on some kinds, we found 
no little difficulty in determining to whom the premiums should be 
awarded. 

Your committee regret that they were confined to two premiums 
on each kind, being of the opinion that if the same amount appro- 
priated for this class, could have been divided into three premiums 
instead of two, or if a certain portion of it could have been appro- 
priated at the discretion of the committee, we qould have made a 
more judicious distribution of premiums, and probably have given 
better satisfaction. 

The committee awarded the premiums as follows, viz. 
Best wheat bread, Mrs. Edwin Scarborough, . • . . $3 
2d best do., Mrs. A. D. Lockwood, ... 1 

Best rye bread, Mrs. John Winter, • .... 3 
2d best do., Miss Lydia Chaffee, . . . . . 1 

Best brown bread, Mrs. Lucius L. Chandler, ... 3 

2d best do., Mrs. James Clapp, .... 1 

The following recipe accompanied the best loaf of wheat bread : 
^' Make a sponge of hop yeast and warm milk, and when light, add 
more fiour, one table-spoonful of sugar, salt, and a small piece of 
butter. Knead well together, let it stand over night to rise, and 
bake in a brick oven.** 

The following was the recipe for the second best : ^^ Take one and 
a half pints of milk, half pint of hot water and half pint of hop yeast, 
with a teaspponful of salt ; knead it with flour enough to make a 
dough; let it rise over night, knead again and bake it in pans." 

For best rye bread : ^^Mix with milk, and raise with hop yeast ; 
set it in a warm place till sufficiently raised for baking, and bake in 
a slow oven." 

For second best rye bread, same as above. 

For best brown bread : " Take the required quantity of Lidian 
meal and scald it with milk, then add a third as much, and yeast 
sufficient to raise it ; sweeten slightly with molasses ; let it stand 
half an hour, then bake in a brick oven." 
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For second best brown bread : Rye and Indian meal mixed with 
water and raised. 

Honey. 
Tlie Committee award the following premiums : 
Best specimen of honej, Lucius L. Chandler, Potnfret, » • $3 
2d best do., John Gallup, 2d, Brooklyn^ • • 1 

Tlie bees were kept and treated in the usual waj. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

E. CARPENTER, Chairman, 



CLASS 24 HOUSEHOLD MANUFACTURES AND FANCY 

WORK. 

To the Windham County Agricultural Society: 

Your Committee appointed to award premiums not exceeding forty 
dollars, at their annual Fair, held at Brooklyn, "Wednesday and 
Thursday, 13th and 14th September, 1854, on the class of goods. No. 
24, consisting of Household Manufactures and Fancy Work, have 
attended to the duty assigned them, and submit the following report 

No. 

Helen Newbury, wrought piece, Joseph interpreting the 

dream to Pharaoh, • $2.00 

36, Jane Hale, one bed-quilt, wrought by a child of seven 

years, .50 

45, Anna Bowers, one piece worsted work, . . 1.50 

47, O. A. Childs, one embroidered skirt, . . . 1.00 

53, 6. G. Snow, one lamp shade, .... .50 

57, do., two pieces rag carpet, ... .50 

62, Rebecca Porter, one miniature cottage, . . . 1.50 

63, Mrs. H. Hammond, one Rose blanket, . • .50 
67, Helen E. Hammond, four specimens wax fruit, . 1.50 

69, do., two embroidered handkerchiefs, 1.00 

70, do., one pair embroidered kid slippers, .50 

74, Jane Hammond, one pair da suspenders, 1.00 

75, do., one scarf, .50 

84, Harriet White, one sofa jnllow, .... 2.00 

85, do., one embroidered collar, . • . 1.00 
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89, Mrs. M. Putnam, one knit counterpane, . . $1.50 

118, Mrs. W. Daf, one fine shirt, 1.00 

119, Marion E. Fuller, one leather work what-not, . 3.00 
120; M. E. Fuller, two leather work frames, . . 1.00 
122, do., one pine cone franve, . . . 1.50 
161, Philena Foster, one moss basket, . . . '. .50 
171, Jane E. White, one netted bed-spread, . . 1.00 
173, do., one shirt bosom^ .... .50 

186, Mrs. P. Dyer, one embroidered collar and sleeves, 1.00 

187, Miss C. Dyer, one do. infant's cloak, . 1.00 

188, Harriet White, one do. do. hood, . .50 
194, C. Y. de Normandy, one pair silk stockings, . . .50 

199, Jane Sharp, wax flowers, 1.00 

207, S. C. Smith, one lamp mat, 50 

259, J. J. Green, one pair linen hose, .... .50 

297, Jared Williams, one piece domestic carpeting, . . .50 

298, do., one piece, twelve yards, stair carpeting, .50 

299, Zuingulus BuUard, one piece, twenty yards, rag carpeting, .50 
303, N. H. Chandler, one pair stockings, .... .50 

.50 
.' 1.00 

.50 

.50 
1.50 
1.00 

.75 
1.00 



840, Isaac Knight, do. slippers, 

100, Lyon & Sumner, embroidered skirt, 
354, Mrs. F. Hovey, two ottoman covers, 
103, J. C. Eldridge, one quilt, 
364, Maria Eaton, one piece cone work, 
384, Catharine Conant, lot transferred work, 
181, Harriet Storrs, one worked skirt, 
197, Elizabeth A. Cain, worsted work, . 

JOSEPH S. GLADDING. 
Brooklyn, September 14, 1854. 



CLASS 25.— FINE ARTS. 



To the Windham County Agricultural Society : 

The Committee on Fine Arts have attended to the duties as- 
signed them, and would respectfully report that they have awarded 
the following premiums, viz» 
George B. Mathewson, Pomfret, oil painting, . . . $2.00 
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Miss Ellen Eldridge, Fomfret, oil painting, • • . $2.00 

Charles Williams, Brooklyn, crayon sketch, • . . l.OO 

Miss Sarah E. White, Brooklyn, colored crayon sketch, .50 

do. do., do., two crayon sketches, • .50 

John A. Carpenter, Pomfret, pencil drawing, . . .50 

Miss Catharine Butts, Canterbury, book of pencil drawings, .50 

Mrs. A. D. Lockwood, Brooklyn, picture, . . • .50 

Miss Esther Griffith, Pomfret, painting, . . . 1.00 

Charles H. Osgood, do., pencil sketch, . . • .50 

Miss Amaryllis Mathewson, Pomfret, pencil drawing, . .50 

William C. Munro, Plainfield, paintings, 50 

DANIEL M. HALE, Chairman. 



CLASS 26.— PLOWING MATCH. 

To the Windham County Agricultural Society : 

The Committee on Class 26, the Plowing Match, respectfully re- 
port. 

There were six single teams entered for premiums, and they all did 
their work in a good and workmanlike manner, within the time lim- 
ited, of forty minutes, showing that there are some men in Windham 
county that know how to guide the plow. 

The committee in discharging their duty as judges who are entitled 
to the premiums, have awarded the first premium of $6 to Nathan 
P. Witter, of Brooklyn, he having performed his work in thirty-one 
minutes, Hiram Tucker holding the plow and guiding his team in a 
quiet, handsome and workmanlike manner. 

The second premium of $4, we awarded to John T. Spencer, of 
Pomfret, he holding his plow himself, and doing his work in thirty- 
four minutes. 

The third premium of $2, we award to Dr. James B. Whitcomb, 
of Brooklyn, although he did not guide the plow himself, but trusted 
that, (in the opinion of your committee,) to better and more able 
hands, a son of the Emerald Isle, who plowed his land in thirty 
minutes, and displayed a good skill in managing his plow, but failed 
only in driving his team. 

There were no double teams entered. 

All of which is respectfully submitted by the committee. 

AMOS J. GALLUP, Chairman.. 
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LITCHFIELD 

COUNTY AGKICULTURAL SOCIETY. 



The first Agricultural Society in Litchfield County was 
organized on the 21st of May, 1839. At this meeting 
articles of association were adopted and oflicers appointed. 
In October of the same year the first Cattle Show and 
Fair was held, $89.00 being the amount distributed in pre- 
miums, which were confined to domestic animals. 

On the 24th of August, 1840, at a special meeting, the 
Society was dissolved. There were about two hundred 
members at this time on the records of the Society. 

On the fourth Wednesday of August of the same year, a 
meeting was called at Litchfield, and a Society formed in 
pursuance of an act of the Legislature of that year. The 
constitution and by-laws of the former Society were adopted, 
with few alterations, and all the officers of the former Society 
were elected to the corresponding offices in the new one. 

The number of members at present is nearly four hund- 
red. The plan of having permanent buildings and inclosed 
grounds for the exhibitions of the Society has been under 
consideration for some years, and as land can be obtained 
on favorable terms, will probably be adopted. 

Note. — ^Frevious to the organization of the society above mentioned; there 
was an agricultural society in successful operation. It had been for many yeais 
inoperative when this society was formed. 
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FARMS. 

To the Litchfield County Agricultural Society : 

The Committee appointed for the purpose of viewing Farms ask 
leave to make their report. 

There were but two farms to which our attention was called, tna?., 
William Scoville's farm in Watertown, lying on the west side of the 
central village in that town, and Thomas Watson's farm, lying on 
the road from Torringford to Bakersville, in the town of New Hart- 
ford. 

We first went to visit the farm of Mr. Scoville ; a farm contain- 
ing sixty-three acres, forty-eight of which he had been in possession 
of thirteen years, and fifteen of it three years. We here found 
that a system of close farming had been adopted, or the plan of 
taking a field and bringing it as directly as possible into the best 
condition the land was susceptible of. 

It appears that much of the land, at the time Mr. Scoville took 
possession of it» was in that low state which waste land with a heavy 
subsoil, being continually cropped and never fed, will fall into. The 
fences and buildings were dilapidated. The stones generally were 
left upon or in the soil where they were made. These were 
now thoroughly removed and made into fences or used for filling 
water-gullies, or placed in under-drains, a liberal supply of which 
has been made in the soil. The fences are now in fine order, and 
the fields laid off in good form. Deep gullies have been filled with 
stones, and covered over with earth, and the surface greatly 
improved. 

Mr. Scoville has practiced plowing deep and thoroughly. He has a 
piece of buckwheat and turnips which look very fine, upon a piece of 
land which had hitherto been considered too unpromising to till, and 
so far as known, had never been plowed ; and now, instead of a for- 
bidding look, it seems to invite to labor with strong promise of sue* 
cess. This is not the result of expensive manuring, but of deep 
breaking up of the soil, and thoroughly subduing everything that was 
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lA Opposition to useful productions. This seems to have been hifl 
treatment of his land generally. 

His crop of corn of four acres, and buckwheat of four acres, and 
one-half acre of turnips, look like rewarding labor. A piece of 
com, sowed the 25th day of June, showed a very heavy burden of 
feed, and we believe it well worthy the attention of farmers, as a 
reserve supply for stock in the fall, to meet the uncertainties result- 
ing from our variable seasons. 

Mr. Scoville has done well for the time he has been on the place. 
His buildings are in good repair, and well arranged for the comfort 
of his family, and his out-buildings for the protection of his stock. 

The increased productiveness of the farm may be judged from 
the increase in the amount of hay, which stands at forty loads 
against thirteen, when he began upon the first piece of forty-eight 
acres. , 

Mr. Scoville's attention has been closely given to the raising of 
fine cattle, in which his success is well known, and we sincerely 
regret the loss he was called to meet in the death of his three valu* 
able animals by lightning, in June last. 

We next went to view the farm of Mr. Watson. This is a large 
farm containing five hundred and thirty-two acres of improved and 
wood land together, all lying in one body. 

Mr. Watson began business upon a portion of this land of two 
hundred acres, A. D. 1821, pa3ring a rent on that part until recently^ 
and adding by purchase from time to time, till he had brought 
together a farm of five hundred aMl thirty-two acres, lying in one 
body, with the exception of highways running through it. 

This farm lies in the form of a basin, extending from the lower 
level about equal distances up the rising ground each way. There 
are on the farm three dwelling-houses. The one in which Mr. 
Watson lives is situated on the northern slope of the basin and is 
approached from the road below through a beautiful avenue bordered 
with trees planted by the hand of Mr. Watson, as the first labor that 
he performed when commencing business for himself. The position 
of this house is such as to command a view of almost the whole 
farm, having a level center of about ^it^ acres, and the sides rising 
gently each way, thus bringing into connection every variety of 
soil to be found among our New England hills, from the richest 
pasture and meadow on the alluvial fiats, to the warm southern 
exposure so well adapted to English grains. 

The improvements wliich Mr. Watson claims that he has made^ 
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eottsist in femoving stone and placing ttiem in good fenced, of wbich 
he has made eleven hundred and fifty rods of whole wall, sabdoing 
hedge-rows of trees and bushes ; in bringing into subjection land 
Which for manj years had been suffered to run wild, and making it 
jrield quietly and bountifully productions useful to life ; in turning 
the strength of his land from sustaining brandy orchards, to bearing 
that which should contribute to health and comfort; in erecting 
bams, of which he has eight large and four smaller ones ; in bring- 
ing water by pipes into two of his houses, and six of his yards for 
stock ; And in cultivating various kinds of fruits^ of which he has a 
good supply. 

Upon a farm so large we can not well go into detail) but upon a 
careful estimate we believe that upon this farm worth $12,000, 
$4,500 of it have been made by improvements under the hand 
of Mr. Watson. And while we can not call his plan of opera- 
tions strictly close farming, or as close as Mr. Scoville's, yet it 
is a paying plan. His land much of it is very rich, both his grass 
land and his tilled fields yielding abundant crops. This is evident 
from the success of Mr. Watson. Pew men begin life with little 
means, and at the age of fifty*four can look upon the result of their 
management and labor in a farm which with its stock, crops and 
tools, is worth $16,000. Very few we think can do this as the result 
of agriculture alone» 

It is evident that it has been Mr. Watson's plan to do everything 
thoroughly and in its season; never to fear labor, nor to neglect 
those sources of information which enable man to direct his labor 
aright To this in a great measure, we believe, is to be attributed 
his success^ 

After viewing these farms, your committee have decided that, in 
their opinion, Mr. Scoville is entitled to the first premium of a silver 
cup, of the value of $20. 

Thomas Watson the second premium of a silver cup, of the value 
of $10. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

L. HEATON, Chairman. 
LiTCHFiBLD, Sept 21) 1854. 
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FIELD CROPS. 

To the Litchfield County Agricultural Society : 

At a meeting of the Executive Committee of tlie Litclifielcl 
County Agricultural Society, held at Litchfield, January 9th, 1855^ 
the following premiums were awarded on cnjps, vix* 

For the best acre of com, ninety*six bushels to the acre, first 
premium of $4, to Willis Law, of Litchfield* 

For the second best acre of corn, eighty-two and one-quarter bushels 
to the acre, second premium of $3, to Nathan Hart, Jr., of West 
Cornwall. 

For the best acre of oats, sixty-nine bushels to the acre, to Nathan 
Hart, Jr., first premium of $3. 

For the best quarter of an acre of winter turnips, seven hundred 
and thirty-two bushels to the acre, to Abraham Beecher, of Bethlem^ 
first premium of $2. 

For the second best quarter of an acre of turnips, five hundred and 
four bushels to the acre, to T. L. Hart, of West Cornwall, second 
premium of $1, 

For the best one-eighth of an acre of beets, first premium to 
Nathan Hart, Jr., of West Cornwall, $2. 

For the best quarter of an acre of carrots, first premium to 
David Lucas, Jr., of Goshen, $2. 

For the second best quarter of an acre of carrots, Nathan Hart, 
Jr., $1. 

For the best half acre of potatoes, first premium to Jonathan 
Wadhams, of Goshen, $3. 

A premium of $2, was awarded to Nathan Hart, Jr., of Cornwall, 
for a crop of buckwheat, of* twenty-seven bushels to the acre, raised 
upon a ^iece of reclaimed land, by thorough under-draining. The 
land previous to draining was unproductive and almost valueless. 

Also, a discretionary premium of $1, for a very commendable crop 
of sowed com* 

Attest, 

R. A. FORD, Recording Secretary. 
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BULLS AND STEERS. 

To the Litchfield Gownty Agricultural Society : 

The Committee appointed to view and report upon Bulls and 
Steers, would saj generally, that the stock exhibited in this depart- 
ment reflects much credit upon the owners, for the many valuable 
qualities of the stock exhibited ; and particularly they would specify 
the fine pair of three year old Devon steers, exhibited by Mr. Amos 
M. Judd ; and also, a pair of the same age and breed, by Harmon 
Bird. 

The committee award the first premium of $3, to Amos M. Judd ; 
and the second premium of f2, to Harmon Bird; also, a pair of 
Durham steers, were exhibited by Benjamin Webster, to whom we 
award the first premium in that class of $3. AJso, a very fine pair of 
Native Americans, exiiibited by Morris Humaston, to whom they 
award the first premium in that class of $3 ; and the second premium 
of $2, to Lauren Terrell. 

Of the two year olds, your committee would mention with pleasure? 
the fine pair of grade Devons, exhibited by Frederick W. Judson, to 
whom they award the first premium of $2 ; and the second premium 
of $1, to the grade Durhams, exhibited by George E. Morse. 

No yearling steers were exhibited in our department of stock 
Devon bulls. In this department of stock, your committee would 
notice the fine yearling bull, exhibited by Egbert M. Rogers, of Corn- 
wall, to whom they award the first premium of $2 ; also, a discre- 
tionary premium of $1, for a yearling bull, exhibited by Roderick 
Atwood. Your committee also award a premium of $2 for a native 
yearling bull, exhibited by Rufus Smith ; and also a premium of $2 
for the best native two year old bull, exhibited by Frederick 
Whittlesey ; and last in the class of bulls, your committee are happy 
to make most honorable mention of the fine three year old bull. Col. 
Fremont, bred by Mr. Sheafe, sired by imported Duke of Exeter, 
Dam, Red Rose 2d, owned and exhibited by T. S. Gold, of 
Cornwall. 

Your committee would say briefly, but most emphatically, that this 
fine animal shows unmistakable evidence of a pure blood worthy of 
its most noble ancestry, and to its exhibitors, we cheerfully award the 
first premium of $4. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

M. D. F. SMITH, Chairman. 



Digitized by 



Google 



249 



COWS, HEIFERS AND CALVES. 

To the Litchfield County Agricultural Society : 

The Committee on Cows, Heifers and Calves, respectfully report: 
That the competition in the various classes of animals was very 
limited, and in some none were exhibited. .We have awarded 
premiums as follows : 

On dairy cows, first premium to Benjamin Webster, of Litchfield, 
$4. 

On breeding cows, second premium of $3, to D. W. Wagoner, of 
Litchfield. 

On three year old heifers, the first premium to Egbert M. Rogers, 
of Cornwall, $3. 

On two year old heifers, the first premium to George C. Hitchcock, 
of New Preston, $2. To R. Atwood, of Watertown, a discretionary 
premium of $1. 

On one year olds, to R. W. Griswold, Torringford, $2. To O. 
S. Seymour, of Litchfield, $1. 

On bull calves, to George C. Hitchcock, of New Preston, the 
premium of $2. 

Mr. Chandler Judd, of Watertown, presented a number of 
animals which were excluded by the rules of the Society, and by 
advice of the president, were withdrawn. 

Some of the animals exhibited were worthy of particular notice 
at the hands of your committee. 

The cow of Mr. Webster, of the so called Eaton breed, is possessed 
of many fine milking points, which are fully sustained at the pail, 
giving an average of fifty pounds, in seven successive days in June 
last. 

The two year old heifers, exhibited by Mr. Hitchcock, were 
thorough bred short horns, and were purchased and brought into our 
county at considerable expense, and are superior animals. 

One of them. Lady Washington^ took the first prize at the Dutchess 
county fair last year. The other. Young Creampotj is from the 
celebrated Creampot 1st, who stands among the first as a milk and 
butter cow, on record of that noble breed of cattle. The cow (some 
fifteen years old) is now owned by T. S. Gold, of. Cornwall. 

The Jimits of this report, and the funds of the Society, do not 
admit of an extensive notice, or warrant an award of discretionary 
premiums to a few other animals that were highly worthy. 

N. HART, Jr., Chairman. 
17 
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to the dnties 



FTOTKS OF CATTLE- 
TV ihe JLliclfi^ld Ci/Kw'y Ag^lcutttrul Society: 

Tut Coimiiir*«; ol SitKrks of Cank:. having ; 
HMj^ii^xI ibenu submit ibe foUcnriii^ report. 

F(Hir fiU#dL£ of cmu^ ixn lei« tbsD Kn in snmber, i> eae 4iflered. 

To Stat>T Gritwoji of TarrinrTord. k airarded tbe finst premnn 
rf f 12- 

To Ciiiiiidier Jadd. of Walenown, k awarded the seccnd premioffl 
vfflO. 

To lioral A- Ford, of LiiiLSeld, is awarded the third prcmiiiiii of 

Two k/te of two Tear old cattle, not less t>>a« four in number, 
were oflVred- 
To Richard W, Griswold, of Torringford, is awarded the preminin 

^>i»e lot of jearijDgs, ooi less thaii four in niuirixr, vss o^red b/ 
AluKMi Johnson^ to whom we award the p r e mium of S2. 

H. MILTON HART, CkairmoM. 



WORKING OXEJJ AND FAT CATTLE. 

To the Litehfidd County Agricvltvral SoetHy: 

Nathaniel B. Smith, Deron, first premiom, • . . $5 

Siku Judson, do^ second do^ ... S 

S. A^ Kerriman, Dorham, first premiom, .... 5 

Kirbj M. Webster, do. second do., • • • . S 

John Carter, native, first premium, 5 

B. Ilumaston, do., second do., S 

' Holmes O. Morse, fat cattle, premium, .... 3 

The Town of Harwinton, teams, first premium, . . 6 

The second to Chestnut Hill Team, second premium, t . 4 

George E. Morse, teams of three pairs, first premium, . 5 

Bufus Smith, do., second do., . . 3 

Linus Gilbert, Jr.,' Devon steers, four years old, first premium, 4 

David Tumey, do. do., second do., 3 

Linus Gilbert, native, first premium, 4 

D. C. WHITTLESEY, Chairmm. 
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HORSES AND COLTS. 

To the Litchfield County Agrtcuhural SoctePj: 

The Committee on Horses and Colts, would report: That the severdi 
xslasses named in your bill were fairly represented, but the circum-* 
scribed limits of the show-gtound) rendered it impossible for the x;om^ 
taiittee to enter into the full merits of the competition. Horses^ 
unlike cattle^ develop tbeir qualities only by action. A horse ever 
BO sleek and fat, without liijibs, would be no horse at alL A full 
^ispky of the qualities and powers of this noble animal, was not to 
be obtained under such circumstances. 

In the rearing of the horse, we are influenced by economy, taste^ 
^nd profit. And although men differ in opinion as to what constitutes 
real value, yet all agree, he must possess thfe power x)f bcomotvonw 
And yet in these days of railroads and telegraphs, I am not sure but 
breeders are giving their attention too exclusively to speed. The 
qualities propagated through the horse Eclipse, might tlo for ikse 
Kjourse in Vtrginia, but would never do for the fanners in New Eng- 
Sand. We want spirit, docility, and endurance. We want a power 
which will not only contribute to our pleasure,, but to our profit^^^-one 
which does not take too much steam to put in motion^ As combin- 
ing these qualities, your committee would recommend to your notice 
three stud horses, exhibited by Kobins Battell, of Norfolk. Mr* Bat- 
tell entered his horses for exhibition only ; and as they were the only 
ones on the list, no premium was awarded on stud horses* 

Of breeding mares, there w^re four entries. We have awarded to 
BVederick Frisbie, the first premium of $3. 

Abraham Beecher, the second premium of $2. 

On geldings or mares four years old and upward, w^ have 
«iwarded the first premium to Anthony C. Strong, for a beautiful bay 
mare, a premium of $3. 

Second to S. W. Waugh, for gelding, a premium of $2^ 

Mares or geldings, three years old, first premium, i9 Jonathan 
Bates, of Canaan, $3. 

Second premium, to Justus Parker^ $2. 

Stud colt, two years old, first premium to Isaac Morse, $2^ 

Colt, one year old, first premium, to Solomon Webster, $1. 

Sucking Colt, a premium of $1, to Frederick Whiting* We also 
recommend a premium to D. M. Cowles, of $1. 

There is offered by an individual member of the Society, a 
premium of $5 for the best horse twenty years t)ld and upward* 
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Of tbi8 class tbere were two entries, one bj D'atlianiel B. SiAitfi, of 
Woodbuiy, of a mare tweDt;f^«foar yeairs old— ^tlie other bj Nelson t^ 
Jennings, of Litchfield, of a horse twentj-eight years old. 

It is supposed by yotkr committee that this premium was offered a» 
« commendtttoi^ indacement to any who should, by kindiy care, have 
preserred the IHe of the horse beyond the usual term of his activity^ 

To the humane, the horse has on interest aside from? the mere 
matter of economy. He is capable of winning Uy himself from hi9 
owner something like a reciprocal regard, and he who after having 
been faithfully served by this noble animal for a long time, should 
turn- him over to the jockeys to be abused, should never have 
another. 

Mr. Smith's horse is now capable of perfomring joameys with 
tafle,^and moves off with the sprightliness of most horses of half thai 
age. Mr. Jennings stated that his horse Was taken off the stage only 
about two months since. 

The premium is equally cyrvided between the two e<Hnpetit<Mrs^ 
gyving $2.60 to each. 

J. C. AMBLER, Ckairmanr 



SHEEP ANI> SWINE. 



To the lAtchJUtd GovLidy AgricvXtural Society:' 

The Committee on Sheep and Swine, having attended to the duties^ 
assigned them, beg leave to report as follows: In the class of long*' 
wooled ewes, but one lot of ten was offered, which was by George C* 
Hitchcock, of New Preston, which were ccmsidered worthy the first 
premium of $3. 

A lot of five Iambs, of the CSots wold breed, was exhibited by Greorgef 
C. Hitchcocky of New Preston, which were very superior specimens 
c^ t^ class of sheep, and as no premium is offered, your committee 
would recommend a gratuitous premium of $2. 

Tour committee would also recommend to T. S. Oold, of Cornwall^ 
for six South Down lambs, which were very superior specimens of 
this class of sheep; a gratuitous premium of $2. 

Five entries were made of long-wooled bucks. 
The first premium to George C^ Hitchcock, of New Preston/ 
of $8. 
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For the second beat, the premium to David Lucas, Jc:., of CSosheu, 
^ $2. 

Of swine, there was but one entry- 
y For die best boar, to John Garter, $3. 

Tour committee would recommend a gratuitous premium of $1 
to T. "S. Gold, for two Suffolk pigs, very fine ^eclmens of this 
t>reed. 

AH 'Of which IS rei^ectfully submitted. 

JONAS HUNGERFOEE^, COudrman. 



FOWLS. 

Tb the Litchfield County ApieuUural Society t 

Henry Kimberly, ^greatest variety of fowls, « « ^ $3 

John Garter, Chittagongs, first premium, • ^ ^ 1 

iStanlej Grkwold, second 4e., . ^ • ^ • 1 

^chard W. Griswold, first ^do. on Shanghais, ^ 2 

Chandler Judd, two pair Ohina geese, • « • • i 

S. TROWBRIDGE, Chairman. 



PLOWING. 



To the IMchjuHd CouiUy Agricultural Society^ 

fiorses, first premium, to NaChan Hart, Jr., « ^ • $3 

do., second do., to A. H. Morse, * -, ^ . 4 

do., (tbisd do., (to £lmor Smitii, ^ . ^ ^ B 

Oxen, first premium, to R. T. Miner, . . . • 5 

4a^ jecond do*, to Linvs Gilbert, ^ « . « 4 
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BUTTER AND CHEESR 

To the LitchfiM Cwmty Agneultural Soeiehf : 

The Committee on Butter and Cheese, having attended te> tl^ 
duties assigned to them, report that we have examined nine samples- 
of Butter, nine of new Cheese, and ^ve ^ old Cheese. 

As we were favored with a fine loaf of hread, your committee 
endeavored to make a faithful examination of qviality and quantity^ 
All the products of the dairj were fine, and presented in excellent 
<M:d6r. Had there been a larger amount of funds at our disposal^ 
we could have made a very satisfactory distribution. 

We have awarded to George E. Morse, the first premium on but- 
ter, of $3. 

To George S. Atwood, the seeond premium of $2. 

To A. H. Morse^ the third premium of $1. 

To Harle^ Morse, of Litchfield^ we have awarded the first pie- 
mium of $3 on old cheese. 

To T. li. Hart, of Cornwall^ the second premium of $2. 

To John Morse,, the first premium of $3 on new cheese. 

To David Lucas, Jr., of Goshen, the second premium of $2.. 

The quality of butter and cheese has been far superior to some 
examined in former years. 

We award a premium of twenty-five cents to Mrs* John Morse, for 
the loaf of bread presented — ^as we were much better able to judge 
of the products of the dairy. 

Which is respectfully submitted by the committee.. 



VEGETABLES AND HORTICULTURAL PRODUCTIONS. 

To the Litehfield Ooitnty AgrheidtwaH Society:- 

The Committee on Vegetables and Horticultural Productions^ 
having attended to the duties assigned them, beg leave to report 
that they have awarded the following premiums : 

Isaac Morse, for the largest variety and best display of horti- 
cultural products, $2.00 

Marcus D. F. Smith, for seeond best da, • . • 1.00 

Miss Parmalee> for best peck of fall apples^ . « . .50 
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Robert Williams, for second best peck of fall apples, . $0.25 

Theron Beach, for best peck of winter apples, . . .50 

Phineas North, for second best do., . • . .25 

D. A. Wilson, for best two dozen of peaches, . • .50 

D. W. Wagoner, for second best do., . . .25 

Miss Parmalee, for best peck of quinces, . . . .50 

Samuel M. Logdn, for second best do., ... .25 

Nathan Hart, Jr., for best variety of apples with names 

attached, 2.00 

Nathan Hart, Jr., for one dozen of Bartlett pears, • .50 

Phineas North, for best variety of peaches, . . . 1.00 

The committee recommend to the Society the following extra 
premiums. 

Frederick Gibbs, a premium of twenty-five cents for a lot of very 
fine peaches. 

Royal A. Ford, for a fine variety of winter apples, a premium of 
fifty cents. 

Kansom Newton, for an exceedingly fine selection of fruit, includ- 
ing many varieties, a premium of $1. 

Sheldon Jackson, for nine varieties of winter apples, very fine and 
good, a premium of $1. 

Mrs. Sperry, for one half dozen of large citrons, a premium of 
twenty-five cents. 

George Todd, Esq., of Litchfield, presented for exhibition a fine 
specimen of Bartlett pear, and also a fine specimen of the French 
Medley grape, grown in the open air. 

The members of the Society will not fail to have noticed that 
the exhibition in this department this year, is not to be compared 
with former years, in variety especially, and in some respects in 
quality. The committee can not let the opportunity pass without 
manfesting their regret at the meager exhibition of pears, only one 
variety being represented. The same also may be said of grapes. 
In these two particulars the exhibition was not creditable to the fruit- 
growers of our county, and may perhaps be accounted for in the 
peculiarities of the season, combined with some other causes. 

The exhibition of winter apples, the committee feel confident in 
saying, was never superior at any former Fair in our county, if 
equal to it. Tl^ branch of fruit was not only very large and in 
great variety, but exceedingly fair and handsome. 

The exhibition of peaches, also, was as good as at any former Fair 
in the county, and we think far superior. The peaches presented by 
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Mr. Wilson, of Harwinton, exceed any we have ever seen in the 
county, and will defy competition with the state. 

The peaches presented by Mr. Frederick Gibbs, of Liitchfield, 
were very rare, delicious and choice ; and so also were the varieties 
presented by Mr. North, of Torrington. 

The committee would call to the attention of all the importance, 
profit and pleasure of fruit-growing. It may be well said that no 
branch of industry pays larger or more pleasant dividends, as the 
committee can testify in the toll taken during the examination. 

Respectfully submitted. 

HENRY B. GRAVE, Chairman. 



GENERAL MANUFACTURES. 

To the Litchjield County Agricultural Society: 

The Committee on General Manufactures report, that there were 
no articles contained in the list for which they were authorized to 
award premiums, presented for their inspection. There were, 
however, offered the following articles, which the committee deem 
useful in their place and worthy the attention of the public, and for 
which they recommend the following premiums, viz. 

To Herman Baldwin, Esq., of Washington, for an improved 
water-wheel regulator, $2. 

To William Morse, of New Preston, for a finely wrought spec- 
imen of American marble, $2. 

To Charles A. Smith, of Plymouth, for two very elegant carriage 
harnesses, $1. 

To Messrs. Morris & Perry, for hand cider miD, $1. 

To Rufus Smith, of Litchfield, for M. A. Hackley's improved 
cheese press, patented in 1853, a premium of $2. 

J. BIRD, Chairman. 
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DOMESTIC MANUFACTURES. 

To the Litchfield County Agrievltural Society: 

The Committee to whom was referred the subject of Domestic 
Manufactures, beg leave to report, that they have attended to the 
business of their appointment; and in consideration of the small 
amount and inconsiderable variety of articles offered for their ex- 
amination, they have given a premium to each article, so offered, in 
hopes that (there being no blanks in this lottery) all may be induced to 
purchase a ticket, and avail themselves of the facilities offered to the 
fair ladies of Litchfield County, io display their industry and taste in 
80 laudable an object as the exhibition of their handiwork to an ad- 
miring and appreciating community ; which is in much better keep- 
ing with the female character, than acquiring notoriety at Women's 
Rights Conventions, or becoming mediums for bad spirits to impose 
upon a credulous and deluded public, as irrational as themselves. 

But we will come to the consideration of the articles offered for 
premiums. 

The first premium of $3, was awarded to Miss Jane Judson, for 
the best piece of flannel. The second premium, of $1, to Mrs. Car^ 
oline Norton, for the second best specimen. The first premium of 
$8, to Mrs. Anna Davidson, for the best woolen coverlet. The sec- 
ond premium of $2, to Mrs. Lois Gibbs, for second best specimen. 
The third best woolen coverlet, to Mrs. Betsey Buell, $L The 
second best to Miss Henrietta E. Bissell, $0.75. 

Another by a boy six years old ; another by a girl ^ve years old ; 
another, very beautiful, by Mrs. William Wheeler, and Miss H. E. 
Bissell. A wreathed quilt, by Mrs. L. Turney ; another by Orpha 
Smith ; another by Mrs. Caroline Norton ; another by L. M. Hand » 
another by Miss Mary Young; to each of which the committee 
award the sum of $0.50, as an encouragement to future efforts. 

There were but two wool carpets offered for competition; the 
best, by Mrs. Benjamin Webster, to whom we award the first pre- 
mium of $3. The second, to Miss Henrietta Pratt, a premium of 
$2. 

There were several rag carpets offered ; the best by Mrs. E. O. 
Barber, to whom they recommend a discretionary premium of $1. 
The second best to Mrs. Frances A. Barber, a premium of $0.75. 
The third best by Mrs. Anna Patton, a premium of $0.62J. To 
Mrs. Jonathan Wadhams and Mrs. William Woodin, for very excel- 
lent carpets of the same description, each $0.50. 
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A large number of hearth rugs were offered. The best by Mrs. 
Elizur Terry, to whom they award a premium of $2. The second 
best to Miss R. E. Harrison, $1. To Mrs. Mary Rider and Mrs. 
William E. Harrison, each discretionary premiums of $0.50. 

The best pair of women's woolen hose, to Miss Jane Judson, a 
premium of $1. Secpnd best three pair do., to Mrs. A. H. Morse 
$0.50. The best two pair of men's hose, to Miss Harriet W. Morse, 
a premium of $1. The second best do., to Miss Roxana Judson, a 
premium of $0.60. Three pairs do., woolen, cotton, and linen, very 
superior, to Mrs. L. Tumey, $0.50. Three pairs of children's hose, 
to Mrs. Delphia E. Howe, $0.25. One pair of black silk hose, by 
Mrs. Sidney Hand, a lady eighty-one years old, a discretionary pre- 
mium of $0.50. 

The best ten yards of white linen cloth, to Miss Jane Judson, the 
first premium of $2. 

Best piece of unbleached linen, to Miss Rhoda Taylor, $1. Best 
piece of unbleached kersey, to Mrs. L. Turuey. For one piece 
of diaper table-cloth, to Miss Roxana Judson, $0.50. One piece 
of linen sheeting, to Mrs. James H. Smith, $0.50. One piece of 
toweling, to Mrs. Sidney Taylor, $0.50. A beautiful sample of 
domestic linen thread, from Mrs. H. Morse, to whom the committee 
award $0.50. 

The committee award the following premiums to articles not 
embraced in the list of domestic manufactures, but deserving of con- 
sideration and notice, and entitled by precedent to discretionary pre- 
miums. One beautiful marked handkerchief, by Miss Phebe Ever- 
etts, to whom we award $0.50. Two worked handkerchiefs, to Mrs- 
Lauren Whiting, $0.50. Lamp mats and fancy articles, very 
beautiful and tasty, to Mrs. Stephen Trowbridge, $0.50. To Mrs. 
Carlisle, for one knit basket and two toilet boxes, also $0.50. To 
Miss Lorinda Smith, a girl nine years old, for fancy work very 
creditable to her, $0.50. To Miss Roxanna Whiting, for a pair of 
lamp mats, $0.50. To Mrs. Lucinda Hotchkiss, a lady fifty-one 
years of age, $0.25. One pair of lamp mats very beautiful, to Mrs. 
William Wheeler, $0.50. To Miss Elizabeth S. Vail, for a beautiful 
pair of ottomans, $0.75. For a lot of artificial fiowers, to Miss 
Sarah Hard, a premium of $0.25. 

Miss E. Collins, for two very elegant crayon drawings, the only 
ones on exhibition, the committee award a premium of $L 

Miss Caroline E. Bissell, for a pencil picture of Queen Victoria 
on horseback, well executed, a premium, $0.50. Mrs. Helen Can- 
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dee, for a fly-perch, a premium, $0.25. Edwin Wheeler, for two 
chair-tidies, he being an invalid and unable to do severe labor, the 
committee notice as worthy of a premium, $0.50. 

The attention of the committee was called to an exhibition of 
portable umbrellas, by Messrs. Morris, Perry, Richardson and Sey- 
mour, recently patented by them. They were very ingenious, and 
combined elegance with convenience and utility. The handle and 
ribs were so constructed with joints, as to admit of being folded into 
the dimensions, of a trunk, or traveling bag of ordinary size, and pos- 
sessing, when expanded for use by means of springs attached to 
the ribs, all tlie firmfiess and durability of the best constructed and 
most elegant silk umbrella — thus affording to travelers the desider- 
atum of an umbrdla always at hand and ready for %ue, without the 
trouble of keeping it constantly at the side, or being exposed toihe 
liability of being left at every stopping place, or taken by the firat 
traveler whose necessities require it, under the old impression that it 
belongs to a species of property, " hut yet common," As this was a 
patent obtained in our county, for an article of great utility and con- 
venience, the committee award a discretionary premium of $2. 

There were also in the room, but not exhibited for premiums, 
specimens of clocks, made, by Coe & Ca, New Haven, with papier 
mache stands, enameled faces, and covered with a glass shade, being 
very cheap, and in good taste, and well deserving of patronage. 
They were not entered for premium, but merely to exhibit the taste 
and ingenuity of the inventor, S. N. Botsford, Esq., late of this town, 
to whom they were very creditable. 

All of which is submitted. 

J. G. BECKWITH, Chairman. 
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GREENWOODS 
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 



A FEW friends of American industry in the northern part 
of tiitchfield county, met on the 14th day of February, 1844, 
and organized the Greenwoods Agricultural Society. The 
object of this Society, as set forth in its preamble, is to encour- 
age agriculture, manufactures and the arts. 

Having no funds at that time, they were unable to offer 
premiums, but hoped the reported merits of the articles 
offered for exhibition, would be a sufficient encouragement 
for the farmers to bring forward their stock and produce, 
artisans their wares, and ladies their household and fancy 
articles. 

For a year or two, this hope was gratified, but there was 
eventually, a decrease in the number of articles offered, and 
the attendance at the annual Fairs was smaller. It was 
found difficult to raise money enough to pay the small current 
expenses of the Society, and it continued to grow " small by 
degrees, and beautifully less," until 1851, when there was 
a petition to the General Assembly for a charter, which was 
obtained. An appropriation from the state treasury was 
granted on condition the Society would raise by tax or other- 
wise, a sum not less than one hundred dollars, which has 
been done without difficulty. 

The Society has since increased yearly in members and 
in the attractions of its fair, as well as in the amount of 
money raised and awarded in premiums. The amount of 
money awarded the present year, exceeds former years, nearly 
one hundred and fifty dollars. The Greenwoods Agricultu- 
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ral Society is now on a firm basis, and in a prosperous can« 
dition. 



Greenwoods Agricultural Society^ 1854* 

Total receipts from members, * * . * 
« " " Fair, . . 

♦* •• " State Treasury, . 



Balance in Treasury, from 1853, 



Awarded premiums oft Farms, 
On 6, 5 and 4 year old oxen, 

" 1,2 and 3 " steers, 

•* Beef cattle, 

•* Neat stock, * 

** Bulls, cows and dairies, 

" Horses, • « * * 

" Sheep and swine, 

^ Poultry, . , . . 

** Butter and cheese, 

" Plowing, 

" Manufactures, - « 

" Household articles, 

" Agricultural products, 

« Fruit, • , , . 

" Garden vegetables, - 

** Paintings and drawings, . 

" Floral products, * 



$25.00 

65.00 

49.00 

10.00 

25.00 

52.50 

44.00 

20.00 

4.00 

25.00 

20.00 

34.75 

^31.91 

' 16.50 

14.75 

5.75 

7.00 

5.00 



$170.00 

96.53 

•200.00 

$466.53 
50.00 

$516^ 



$455.16 
Current expenses for the year, . . 36.73 — $491.89 
Balance on hand, . . $14.64 

HIRAM PERKINS, 

Secretary and Treasurer. 
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MIDDLESEX 
COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 



This Society was otganized in the year 1840) with a con* 
stitution and by*-laws, similar to those which govern it now^ 
its object being, as declared in the second article of the con* 
stitution, to promote agriculture, domestic manufactures, and 
the mechanic arts* 

The first record on the Society's books is the following: 
"At a meeting of farmers, held in the town-hall in the city 
of Middletown,on the fourth Monday of August, A. D. 1840, 
pursuant to public notice given by the treasurer of the county 
of Middlesex, as required by the act, entitled ' An Act in 
relation to Agricultural Societies.' 

"William C. Bull, Esq., of Saybrook, Was appointed 
chairman, and Thomas G. Mather, Esq*, of Middletown, 
secretary*" 

At this meeting, the business of drafting a constitution and 
by-laws was intrusted to a committee composed of Eben* 
ezer Jackson, SamuelD* Hubbard, Thomas G. Mather, Mid* 
dletown; Joseph Hall, Chatham; Wedworth Wadsworth, Jr., 
Durham ; Ely Warner, Chester ; William C. Bull, Saybrook ; 
Ely A. Elliot, Clinton. 

The constitution and by-laws were printed in pamphlet 
form in 1843, with a list of the members, numbering nearly 
three hundred, of whom two hundred and twenty-eight were 
from Middletown. 

There have been fifteen annual meetings of the Society 
since its formation, and twenty-two special or adjourned 
meetingsi 
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The improvement in agriculture, horticulture and stock* 
breeding in Middletown and vicinity during the past fifteen 
years, has been wonderful. We say Middletown, not that we 
'Would claim that its advances have been greater than other 
parts of the county, but because we are better acquainted 
w^ith its progress. 

Much of this improvement has undoubtedly been effected 
by the beneficial influence of the Society. However, this 
is not the place to speak further of the good arising from such 
associations, statistics being, as we suppose, the staple ma- 
terial wanted for this volume ; yet we shall be pardoned, we 
think, for quoting a single sentence from the pen of Linus 
Coe, Esq., for many years the more than efficient secretary : 
" The great excellence of the institution consists in eliciting 
and DISSEMINATING FACTS and iNFORMATiQN, resulting from 
JUDICIOUS COMPARISONS and EXPERIMENTS, which, though not 
literally tangible in dollars and cents, are nevertheless of 
countless value, in the sure and constant advancement of 
individual and general prosperity and happiness." 

In April, 1841, Dr. Joseph Barratt, of Middletown, and 
Ely Warner, Esq., of Chester, were appointed a committee 
of inquiry, to report at a future meeting, " Whether the laws 
of nature, in crossing the breeds of animals so as to produce 
improved offspring, apply to the vegetable kingdom, and 
whether the interests of agriculture require the artificial 
hybridizing of vegetables ?" This resulted in a very interest- 
ing paper by Mr. Warner, which was published in the Mid- 
dletown papers. 

In December, 1842, the Hon, Ebenezer Jackson, William 
J. Trench and Asa Hubbard, Esqs., were appointed a com- 
mittee to take into consideration the expediency of forming 
a State Agricultural Society, and report thereon at a future 
meeting. At this meeting, another committee was appointed 
to take into consideration the expediency of establishing an 
Agricultural SchooL 

In 1843, several members of the Society, under its sanc- 
tion, associated themselves for the purpose of discussing 
matters relating to agriculture, &c. Prof. Johnson, of the 
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Wcsleyan University, was the secretary of this club, which 
continued its monthly meetings for about three years. The 
same year the Hon. E. Jackson, Thomas G- Mather, Esq., 
and Prof. Johnson, were a committee to petition the General 
Assembly of the state for an appropriation to effect an agri- 
cultural survey of the state. 

At a meeting of the Executive Committe, March 20, 1852, 
the Hon. Samuel D. Hubbard and Joshua L'Hommedieu, 
were appointed delegates to attend a convention at such 
time and place as might be agreed on by the other county 
societies throughout the state, for the purpose of forming 
a State Agricultural Society. In conformity with this ap- 
pointment, these gentlemen were present on behalf of the 
Middlesex Society, at the convention which was held at New 
Haven, on the 22d of June, 1852, when the State Agricul- 
tural Society was organized. 

The following is a list of the Presidents and Secretaries 
of the Middlesex County Agricultural Society, with the date 
of their election and time of service. 

First President, Wedworth Wadsworth, Esq., of Dur- 
ham, was elected in December, 1840, and served the Society 
two years. 

Thomas G. Mather, Esq., was chosen Secretary and 
Treasurer at the same time, served one year, and was suc- 
ceeded by W. S. Camp, Esq. 

Second President, Jedediah Wilcox, Esq., of Middle- 
town, Westfield Society, elected November, 1842; served 
two years. 

Linus Coe, Esq., was appointed Secretary, the duties of 
which office he performed very acceptably till his decease in 
1852. At the same time, John L. Smith, Esq., was chosen 
Treasurer. He held the office eleven years, until January, 
1854. 

Third President, Charles R. Alsop, Esq., of Midijletown, 
elected in November, 1844 ; served two years. 

Fourth President, Asa Hubbard, Esq., of Middletown, 
(South Farms,) elected November, 1846; served two years. 
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Fifth President, Hon. Ebenezer Jackson, of Middletown, 
elected November, 1848 ; served two years. 

Sixth President, Charles Hubbard, Esq., of Middletown, 
(Middlefield,) elected in November, 1850; served two years. 

Seventh President, William Plumb, Esq., of Middletown, 
(Westfield Society,) elected November, 1852 ; served one 
year only, and was succeeded by Charles Hubbard, Esq., 
the able incumbent. 

In 1852, Elisha S. Hubbard was appointed to oflSce, va- 
cated by the death of Mr. Coe. He discharged its duties 
that year, and was succeeded by the present secretary in 1853. 
In 1851, the Society voted a salary of twenty dollars to the 
secretary, and ten dollars to the treasurer, for their services. 
None of the other officers receive any compensation. 

The pecuniary interests of the Society have fluctuated. 
The Treasurer's reports show an excess of receipts over 
expenditures up to the year 1 846, when the Society funded 
the sum of $500. But since that time, there has been a 
yearly falling off until the present year, so that the deposite 
of the Society's funds in the Savings Bank, is now only 
$101.16. The receipts and expenditures of each year are 
shown in the following 

ABSTRACT OF THE TREASURER'S ANNUAL 
REPORTS. 



Expenditures. 








Receipts. 




Amount Bills, Total 


Excess 


From 


From 


From 


Total 


Exoen 


premiums, kc. expenses, expenses. 


mem. 


state. 


fiiir. 


receipts. 


receipts. 


1841 $274.50 81.99 356.49 




$197 


102 


61.50 


430.50 


74.01 


1842 851.82 184.47 536.29 




264 


200 


171.28 


635.28 


98.99 


1843 296.83 193.02 489.85 




274 


200 


174.20 


648.20 


158.35 


1844 318.28 177.68 495.96 




243 


200 


192.23 


636.23 


189.27 


1845 347.07 210.92 557.99 




236 


200 


213.75 


648.76 


90.76 


1846 418.83 233.31 652.14 




268 


200 


204.68 


672.68 


20.54 


1847 415.48 193.01 608.49 


11.19 


226 


200 


171.30 


697.30 




1848 438.20 166.94 605.14 


11.69 


243 


200 


150.46 


593.46 




1849 497.17 181.19 678.36 


88.34 


221 


200 


169.02 


590.02 




1850 438.75 233.99 672.74 


113.05 


198 


200 


161.69 


559.69 




1851 419.67 264.59 684.26 


57.84 


•248 


200 


178.42 


626.42 




1852 449.95 199.64 649.59 


59.19 


226 


200 


164.40 


690.40 




1853 481.90 267.00 748.90 189.42 


209 


200 


150.48 


659.48 




1854 449.75 278.46 628.21 


12.46 


201 


200 


214.75 


615.76 
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The heaviest bills contracted by the Society, have been for 
printing, it having paid over $600 for this item alone, since 
1841. 

Aside from the reports, &c., printed in the newspapers, the 
Society has not published its transactions. At its several 
anniversaries it has been favored with addresses from 
distinguished gentlemen, most of which have been printed. 
The following is a list of them. 

Hon. E. Jackson, Middletown, 1842, Character and 
Objects of the Society. 

Thomas G. Mather, Esq., Middletown, 1843, Science of 
Farming. 

Hon. E. A. Elliott, Clinton, 1844, Improvement in Agricul- 
ture. 

Hon. Francis Gillette, Bloomfield, 1848, not published. 

Prof. J. Johnston, LL. D., Middletown, 1846, Book Farm- 
ing. 

Rev. F. J. Goodwin, D. D., Middletown, 1847, Moral and 
Religious Influence of Agriculture. 

Hon. J. S. Skinner, Philadelphia, 1848, The Wants of 
Agriculture. 

Prof. John P. Norton, Yale College, 1849, not published. 

W. C. Goldthwaite, Esq., Westfield, Mass., 1850, not 
published. 

Rev. E. W. Andrews, Cornwall, 1851, not published. 

Prof. Wm. C. Fowler, Amherst, Mass., Principles of 
Agricultural Science. 

W. S. King, Esq., Boston, 1854, The Agricultural Fair. 
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FARMS, FARMING EXPERIMENTS, AND 
IMPROVEMENTS IN LANDS. 

To the Middlesex County Agricultural Society: 

The Committee respectfully report, that four farms were entered 
for premiums, viz. : The farms of Col. Levi Coe, Mr. Joseph Trjon, 
Mr. Rosweli Lee, and Eliaha S. Hubbard, Esq. 

The swamp, or naturally unproductive lands of Mr. Elbert H. 
Coe, and Mr. D. Barnes. Experiments of three kinds of manure, 
by D. Barnes. The apple orchard of Alva B. Coe. 

The farm of Col. Levi Coe contains about 200 acres : mowing 35 ; 
com, 4 acres, 4 feet 3 inches distance ; potatoes, 1 acre, 3 j by 3 J 
feet ; oats, 7 acres ; pasture, 50 acres ; plowed for buckwheat, 7 
acres ; woodland and sprouts, 92. His stock consists of one fine 
seed horse ; a very fine Devon bull ; 1 yoke of oxen ; 8 cows ; 7 
head of young cattle; 7 calves; 1 work horse; 3 hogs. Col. 
Coe's stock of horses and cattle, are fine. He has several miles of 
wall, nearly new, mostly full wall, made from stones from the farm, 
adding much to its value and beauty, showing the industry, taste and 
akill of the proprietor. Your committee noticed experiments of 
8uper-pho3phate of lime on mowing, with not much effect ; also bone. 
Could see no difference in the grass ; uses barn-yard manure, mostly, 
for corn ; uses bone for rye, wheat, and buckwheat ; for oats, bone 
does but little good ; uses guano for grass and oats. Col. Coe sells 
no hay. His barns are watered by means of a siphon from a well. 
His tools are plenty, and in order. 

The farm of Mr. Joseph Tryon contains about 200 acres : mowing, 
60 acres; corn, 4 acres, 4 by 4 feet, 4 in each hill; potatoes, 2 J 
acres, 3 by 3 feet ; wheat, 2 acres ; tobacco, 4 acres, (partly planted ;) 
pasture, 20 acres ; woodland, 107^ acres. His stock consists of 2 
yoke of oxen; 5 cows; 8 young cattle; 2 calves; 1 horse; 5 hogs. 
Mr. Ti:yon's stock is fine — his working-oxen, very fine ; yard 
manure used for crops ; ashes, for turnips ; has used bone for grass, 
not much benefit ; uses guano for grass, result good ; barns large, and 
in good order — ^are watered by a well-chain pump ; fences in good 
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condition, and tools plenty and in order. Mr. Tryon is building a 
fine large house. His farm has the appearance of skill and judgment 
in it« management, improving year after year. Mr. Tryon sold last 
year from his farm, hay to the amount of $700; tobacco^ $400; 
potatoes, turnips and pork, $200 ; and beef, grain and butter, several 
hundred. He has already delivered 30 loads of hay, of this present 
crop, and has a large quantity more to spare. 

The farm of Roswell Lee contains 135 acres ; mowing, 46 ; com, 
2 ; potatoes, 2 ; oats, 4 ; woodland, 20 ; pasture and grain land, 62. 
His stock consists of 3 yoke of oxen ; 6 cows ; 2 horses ; 4 hogs ; 5 
head young cattle. Sold last year 14 tuns of hay; com and pota- 
toes planted, 3^ by 3^ feet ; yard manure used for crops. Mr. Jjee 
purchased this farm in a low state of cultivation ; has grafted the 
trees and improved the soil and fences, as his time and means would 
allow — his buildings are in good order, house and barn watered by 
means of a ram — his tools are abundant, and in order — does his own 
carpenter's work — makes his cart-wheels, in fact, the wood part of 
the most of his tools — ^has a large fine barn, enlarged and improved 
by his own hands. 

The farm of Elisha S. Hubbard contains about 211 acres; mow- 
ing, 47 ; corn 6, 4 by 4 feet ; potatoes, 1, 3 J by 3 J feet ; wheat, 1 ; 
oats, 7i ; garden on shares, 4 ; do., tobacco, | ; rye now sown, 8 j ; 
wheat, 6 ; buckwheat, 2 ; turnips, 1} ; pasture, 50 ; woodland and 
sprouts, 75 1. His stock consists of 3 yoke of oxen ; 4 cows ; 1 calf; 
1 horse ; 4 hogs. Your committee would here remark, that 34 acres 
of land, included in this list of plowing and mowing, was purchased 
by Mr. Hubbard, in April last, in a low state of cultivation, and was 
cut on shares of half, his share being 8 or 9 tuns. He sold 5 acres 
of grass ; cut 29 acres, estimated at 60 tuns. No. 1 hay. We think 
the 29 acres of mowing as fine as we ever saw in one body. The 
house and barns are watered by wells and pumps. The fences are 
in good order, being mostly made new in the last ten years, in a 
substantial manner. A large number of apple and pear trees have 
been planted, of the choicest kinds, which are neatly cultivate and 
protected, and which will soon be in bearing. Tools of good quality, 
and enough yard manure used for crops* Ashes for turnips and 
garden ; guano for mowing, 200 pounds to the acre, sowed in April; 
also for turnips, garden ; bone and guano for wheat, rye, and buck- 
wheat; buys stable manure. Mr. Hubbard sold finom his farm, last 
year, hay, $075 ; beef, $200 ; pork, $65 ; wheat fiour, $200 ; pota- 
toes, turnips, and grain, $100 ; from garden, $200 ; wood and timber, 
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$100 ; received for labor, $100 ; paid out for labor, $600 ; manure 
and guano, $269. 

Mr. Hubbard's family in winter, number 14, in summer 15. Mr« 
H. attributes the large increase of his crops to deep plowing. He 
informs us the deeper he plows, the better his crops. His plowing 
has been with 2 yoke of oxen, for the first breaking up of each year, 
for any crop, as deep as the team could reasonably draw the plow. 
He is now using 3 yoke of oxen, to ascertain how deep to plow. 

Alva B. Coe's apple orchard, ninety-seven trees, consisting of 
Baldwin, Progress, Westfield Seek-no-further, Rhode Island Green- 
ings, Peck's Pleasants, planted with corn four years ; a beautiful 
orchard, reflecting great credit on the industry, taste and skill of its 
proprietor. 

Elbert H. Coe's swamp, or naturally unproductive land. By the 
industry, perseverance and skill of Mr. Coe, this worthless land is 
cleared, plowed, roots removed, and cultivated in such manner as to 
make jt a valuable piece of land, with a natural rich soil, which will 
make thousands of spires of grass where there was but one. 

Mr. D. Barnes' reclaimed land. On one acre there are cut 2,000 
feet of drain, in a very skillful manner, laid with small stones taken 
from the land, then covered with cedar tops, buts down, and filled 
with earth, making dry land, where a cart could not be drawn be- 
fore draining. The land was cleaned of alders and other bushes, and 
so thoroughly cultivated, by plowing and clearing off roots, as to be 
in a good state of cultivation, which was planted with com on the 
17th day of June, with a fine growth. One spring is taken to the 
edge of road in the under-drain, making a watering place there. 

Experiments by D. Barnes. Dry wood ashes on one-quarter acre 
of Indian corn, a handful of the ashes sprinkled in each hill, with the 
seed ; nine bushels, 17 cents, cartage 25, . • . $1.78 

150 pounds Coe's super-phosphate of lime, applied in the same 

manner, to one-quarter acre, cost .... 3.76 
5i bushels Coe's fine bone dust, stirred up with the soil in the 

hill at planting, cost 2.20 

On the 17th of June, the experiments were examined by all of the 
committee, who decided the appearance to be in . favor, first, of the 
super-phosphate of lime ; second, wood ashes ; third, fine bone. On the 
25th of September, three of the committee examined again, aSd de- 
cided, first, in favor of wood ashes ; second, fine bone ; third, super- 
phosphate of lime. Although the second and third were so near in 
appearance, the committee may be mistaken. 
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The farms of Mr. Roswell Lee, Col. Levi Coe, apple orchard o£ 
Alva B. Coe, swamp land of Elbert H. Coe, were examined on the 
16th day of June, by all of the committee. The farms of Joseph 
Try on, Elisha S. Hubbard, reclaimed land of D. Barnes, were ex- 
amined on the 17th day of June, by all of the Committee. We would 
here state, that £llisha S. Hubbard did not act with the Committee od 
Farms, and that the committee were unanimous in all their awards. 
Your committee award to Elisha S. Hubbard, the Society's first 

premium, a silver cup, $12 

To Joseph Tryon, second premium, .... 10 

To Roswell Lee, third premium, 6 

To D. Barnes, for best specimen reclaimed swamp or natu- 
rally unproductive land, S 

To D. Barnes, for experiment with wood ashes, superphos- 
phate of lime, and fine bone dust, 4 

To Alva B. Coe for best apple orchard, ... 3 



Amount, 

The draining by D. Banies, was as follows: Depth, thirty to 
thirty-six inches, ten or twelve inches wide at bottom, kept open by 
two courses of flat stones set edgewise, one on each side of the bot- 
tom, inclining toward, and meeting each other at such an angle that 
the opening made by them for the passage of the water, would be 
represented by the letter v inverted ( AO ^^ these were thrown the 
small stones collected from the land, to the depth of ten inches. 
These were next covered by a compact layer of cedar bushes ; these 
in their turn, by a foot of earth. The proprietor had the satisfac- 
tion of changing an acre of most impracticable land into one of 
fertility and easy culture ; but the cost of draining exceeded a dollar 
per rod, and it is very doubtful if the land will pay the cost and 
interest for many years to come. This acre, as well as some ad- 
joining ones, has long been an eye-sore to those who see no beauty in 
alder branches and mud, and however much they may pity him at 
whose expense the change has been effected, they must be pleased 
with the results. 

The experiment with the fertilizers was not entirely satisfactory 
to the experimenter, for two reasons : first, owing to the irregularity 
of the^field, scattered trees, and other causes, it was impossible to 
get three parcels of one-quarter of an acre each, precisely alike ; 
second, the corn on these was gathered during his absence^ and the 
product of one piece only, measured. This was the one dressed with 
the phosphate, and yielded thirty bushels of ears, being at the rate 
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of sixty bushels of shelled corn to the acre, which was more than th« 
average of the field of four acres. From his observations in thii 
and former experiments, the writer would value according to their 
several cost, first, dry wood ashes ; second, super-phosphate of lime ; 
third, fine bone dust. This for Jand which has not been supplied 
with either of the above, and which has never been plowed, or not 
for many years. Super-phosphate is added to advantage, when the 
seed is sown late. It causes it to germinate and come forward with 
great rapidity. Corn planted the 20th of May, with a good dressing 
of this, will in six weeks, be fully equal to that planted fifteen days 
earlier,, without it. We do not wish to encourage late planting, but 
if the farmer is unable to prepare his ground for seed, until a late 
day, it is well to know what will enable him to retrieve what would 
otherwise be a loss. For his encouragement, we will here record that 
the corn planted the 17th of June, on the reclaimed land above men- 
tioned, yielded a fair return of well-filled and well-ripened ears. 
Respectfully submitted. 

ELTSHA S. HUBBARD,! 
LINUS WILCOX, 

HIRAM BIRDSEY, } Committee. 

JOEL M. CLARK, 
ALEXANDER SAGE, J 



EARLY FIELD CROPS. 



To the Middlesex County Agrtctdtural Society : 

The competitors were as follows : 

On Wheat, Isaac Coe and Selden G. Ely. 

On Rye, Josiah Prior, Samuel Bidwell and Enoch Coe. 

On Oats, F. W. Steuben, Levi. Coe and S. G. Ely. 

Your committee make the following awards : 
For the best acre wheat, the first premium to Isaac Coe, . $4 

For 2d best do., to S. G. Ely, , . . . 2 

Best acre of rye, the fistTpremium to Josiah Prior, . . 3 

2d best, the premium to Samuel Bidwell, .... 2 

For best acre oats, the premium to F. W. Steuben, . . 3 

2d best do., do., to Levi Coe, ... 2 

Amount, $1^ 
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Your committee found entered for premium, wheat, rye and oats 
by John Swathe!, Esq.* The entries were made June 17th, being two 
days after the time limited by your Society for such entries ; there- 
fore, your committee did not view the crops at all. But your com- 
mittee feel bound to say, that although we could not act in the prem- 
ises, so far as dollars and cents are concerned, yet we can, on our 
own responsibility, offer to our worthy friend, our best wishes for the 
well known interest which he has and continues to take, in the pro- 
motion of the science of agriculture, and the model manner in which 
he treats his farm and crops. May he long live, to set an example 
to those that are younger. 

In behalf of the committee. 

WILLIAM PLUMB, Chairman 



LATE FIELD CROPS. 



To the Middlesex County Agricultural Society: 

The Committee report : That five pieces of Indian com only, were 
offered for premium. No potatoes, broom-corn, or carrots, were 
entered. 

The competitors on com, were, Messrs. John Swathel, B. W. Coe, 
F. W. Steuben, Freeman Johnson, D. Bames. 

The land belonging to Messrs. Swathel, Coe, Steuben and John- 
son, was similar, more or less inclining to a light loam, manured 
plentifully, turned flat, and planted about four feet apart each way. 

But the land belonging to Mr. Barnes, is of a very different char- 
acter, of a hard, heavy clay soil, and so wet that he was unable to 
plant until very late in the season, and even then, a portion of it was 
so soft, that it was impossible to go on to it with oxen, and he was 
obliged to haul his manure on a handbarrow — and in addition to all 
this, he was under the necessity of underdraining a part of it, before 
he could cultivate it at all. ^ 

Mr. Bames has exhibited a degree of energy and perseverance, 
which is truly commendable. He has overcome obstacles, which, to 

* J. Swathel, Esq., is we believe, upward of eighty years old, yet exhibits as 
much viyacity as some not half his age. He has been a thorough farmer in his 
day. 
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some persons, would seem almost insurmountable, and had we been 
directed to take into consideration the quality of the land, be could 
not fail of receiving a premium, as his corn was very good. 

As we are instructed to select the best com, without any regard to 
the difficulty of raising it, we have awarded to B. W. Coe, the first 

premium, for the best acre of com, $5.00 

P. W. Steuben, second best acre of com, . . . 8.00 

Amount, $8.00 

Respectfully submitted, 

ENOCH COE, Chairman. 



GARDENS. 

To the Middlesex County Agricultural Society : 

The Committee on Grardens and Garden Crops, report : That only 
two gardens were entered for premium — one belonging to Denison A* 
Spencer, and one to William Jamieison ; only one plat of cabbages 
were entered, consequently no premium is awarded. The committee 
very much regret that there were not more gardens entered for 
premiums, in order that there might have been more competition. 
They award the following premiums. 
Best cultivated garden, devoted principally to vegetables, Wm. 

Jameison, $2.00 

Second best garden, devoted principally to vegetables, Denison 
A. Spencer, 1.00 

Amount, $3.00 

Respectfully submitted, 

0. UTLEY, Chairman. 



PLOWING AND SPADING. 

To the Middlesex County Agricultural Society: 

The Committee report: That there were nine entries, viz.: 
Messrs. F. W. Steuben, Chester Sage, and Robert Johnson, with one 
pair of oxen each — Wm. H. Hubbard, and Munroe Birdsey, lads, 
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with 1 pair each — Messrs. M. F. Pelton, and Josiah Prior, with 2 
pairs each — ^and Messrs. M. H. Griffin, and John Patterson, with a 
pair of horses each. 

The performances were generally good. 

The committee awarded to R. Johnson, (T. Fountain, plowman,) 

the first premium, $2.00 

To F. W. Steuben, the second premium, . . . 2.00 

To the Ladg. 
The first premium, to Wm. H. Hubbard, • . ' . • $2.00 
The second do., to Munroe Birdsey, . . . 1.00 

Teams of two pain Oxen. 
The first premium, to M. F. Pelton, .... $2.50 
The second do., to Josiah Prior, 2.00 

With horses, your committee would recommend to award the fii*st 
premium. 

To John Patterson, $2.00 

Second, to M. H. Griffin, 1.00 

(The above two premiums were afterward confirmed by the 
Society.) 

Chester Sage's team failed in time, ^ve minutes ; but his plowing 
was thought by the committee to be the best on the ground, and the 
premium would have been awarded accordingly, had he been in time. 
The plowifig with horses was done handsomely, and although no 
premium for horse teams was offijred by the Society, we recommend 
as above. 

Mr. Elbert H. Coe was the only person who entered for spading, 
and to him we award the premium of . . . .3.00 

Amount, ^ . $18.50 

Respectfully submitted. 

JEDEDIAH WILCOX, Chairman. 
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GRAINS, VEGETABLES AND FRUITS. 

To the Middlesex County Agricvltural Society : 
The Committee report premiums as follows : 



On Grains* 
Josiah Prior, best bushel ears of com, 
Benjamin W. Coe, second best bushel ears corn, 
F. W. Steuben, third do. do., 

Elisjia S. Hubbard, best dozen ears of corn. 



Charles Hubbard, best specimen do., grown on 12 stalks, 1.00 

David Stevens, best dozen ears earlj sweet corn, . . 0.50 

Isaac Coe, best half bushel winter wheat, . . .1.00 

Benjamin W. Coe, second best do., .... 0.50 

Enoch Coe, best half bushel of rye, . . . . . 0.75 

Josiah Prior, second do. do., .... 0.50 

Alva B. Coe, best half bushel of oats, . . • . 0.50 

Josiah Prior, second do. do., .... 0.40 



On Vegetables. 
Edward Shepard, best bushel Mercer potatoes, 
Alexander Sage, second best do. do., . 

Charles Hubbard, best bushel Sandy Lake potatoes, 
Alexander Sage, do. do. Yam do., 

Orrin Gilbert, do. do. English White do., 

Josiah Tryon, do. do. Rusty Coat do., 

E. J. Paddock, do. do. Nova Scotia do., 
Alfred Roberts, best bushel of potatoes, 
Reuben Tryon, do. do. Early June * do., 
James McCleve, do. do. carrots, 
Peter H. Ashton, second best bushel carrots, 

F. W. Steuben, best bushel yellow turnips, 
Peter H. Ashton, do. do. white long do., 

do., do. do. parsneps, . 

Elisha S. Hubbard, best peck onions, 
Samuel Crowell, best dozen cabbages, two varieties, six each, 
Reuben Tryon, best half peck Lima heaps, 
Josiah Prior, do. do. do., . 

Reuben Tryon, best white cranberry beans, 
Charles Hubbard, best string beans, three varieties, 



$1.00 
0.75 
0.50 
0.50 



1.00 
0.50 
1.00 
1.00 
0.50 
0.25 
0.25 
0.25 
0.25 
0.25 
0.25 
0.50 
0.25 
0.25 
0.25 
0.50 
0.50 
0.25 
0.50 
0.25 
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Ebenezer G. Hubbard, best marrow squash, many specimens, $0.75 

Alva 6. Coe, best Valparaiso squash, four specimens, • 0.75 

Fruits. 

Roswell Lee, best bushel of apples, Peck's Pleasants, . 0.50 

do., do., Jabez Sweets, . 0.50 

do., do., Baldwins, • . . 0.50 

do., do., Belle Fleur, . . 0.50 

do., do.. Seek-no-further, . 0.50 

do., do.. Winter Golden Sweets, 0.50 

do., do.. Pumpkin Sweets, 0.50 

do., do., Kelsey, . . 0.60 

do., do.. Dollar, • . • 0.50 

do., do.. Winter Paradise, . 0.60 

Albert Miller, best bushel of apples, English Russets, . 0.60 

P. M. Augur, do., Roxbury, . . 0.60 

P. M. Birdsey, do., Boston, . . . 0.50 

do., do., Newtown Pippins, 0.50 

S. G. Ely, do., Fall Pippins, . 0.50 

do., do.. Silver Sweets, . . 0.50 

C. Hubbard, do., Cheshire Pearmains, 0.50 

do., do., Spitzenbergs, . 0.50 

D. A. Spencer, do., R. I. Greenings, . 0.50 
Ebenezer G. Coe, do.. Progress, . . 0.50 
Roswell Lee, best half bushel of pears, Seckel, • . 0.50 
Seldenjf^. Ely, do.. Winter Vergalo, 0.50 
Peter ft. Ashton, do.. Late Fall, . 0.50 
P. M. Augur, best collection of apples, twenty-five varieties, 0.50 
William Jameison, best half bushel Freestone peaches, 0.50 
Josiah M. Hubbard, second best half bushel Freestone peaches, 0.40 

E. J. Paddock, best peck Freestone peaches, . • . 0.40 

Alva B. Coe, best peck plums, 0.50 

Roswell Lee, best dish Isabella grapes, three pounds, . 0.50 

Benjamin W. Coe, second best, do., do., . . 0.40 

P. H. Ashton, best dish Palestine grapes, do., 0.50 

do., best Black Hamburgh grapes, • . . 0.50 

do., best Royal Muscadine, do., . • 0.50 

do., best Sweet Water, do., . . . O.50 

Horace D. Hall, best Catawba do., • . 0.50 

Pai-don K Fay, do., do., . . . 0.30 
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William Jameison, best Diana grapes, • • • $0.50 

do., best bushel quinces, . . . • 1.00 

Peter H. Ashton, second best bushel quinces, . • 0.76 

Franklin Kelsey, third best do., . . . 0.50 
Alva B. Coe, best seedling apples. Progress, from the original 

tree, • . . 1.00 

P. M. Augur, best seedling peaches, .... 1.00 



Amount, $40.75 
The exhibition in this department was good. The apples especially 
were equal to the best we have ever seen at our shows. We have 
had the pleasure of visiting the New York State Fair, and that of 
our own State at New Haven this year, and it is not an empty boast 
to say, that the display of apples at McDonough Hall was, so far as 
it went, not a whit behind either. 

The Pbogress Apple, (seedling,) is one of the most valuable 
kinds in the county, and there are some incidents of Revolutionary 
date which make this venerable tree an object of interest to the 
people of Middlefield, in which parish it stands. 
By order of the committee. 

WILLIAM D. STARR, Chairman. 



BUTTER, CHEESE, DRESSED MEATS, AND PRESERVED 

FRUITS. 

To the Middlesex County Agricultural Society: 

The Committee report, that the quantity of butter exhibited was 
unusually smalL The cheese, about the same as in former years. 
The preserved fruits, though not in natural cohdition, were very 
niee. They award as follows : 

0. Gilbert, first premium on butter, .... $2.00 

Alexander Sage, second premium on butter, . . 1.50 

Timothy Gilbert, third do., ... 1.25 

William Plumb, fourth do., . . . 1.00 

On Pot BuUer. 
To W, P. Brooks, " $2.00 
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Old Cheese. 

Joseph Coe, first premium, $2.25 

William Plumb, second premium, 2.0O 

New Cheese. 
Hannah Crowell, first premium, .... 

P. M. Birdsej, best sage cheese. 

Preserved Fruits. 
Mrs. F. Kelsey, for preserved strawberries, 
Mrs. H. Coe, for preserved cherries, 
Mr. P. H. Ashton, for preserved currants, . 

do., do., peaches, 

do., do., quinces. 

Miss H. Coe, for preserved pine apples. 
Miss M. T. Miller, for preserved pears, . ... 
Mr. P. H. Ashton, do. plums, • , 

Amount, $20.50 
Respectfullj submitted. 

B. F. CHAFFEE, Acting Chairman. 



$1.50 


1.00 


fl.OO 


1.00 


1.00 


1.00 


.50 


.50 


.50 


.50 



BREEDING STOCK. 



To the Middlesex County Agricultural Society : 

The Committee on this class report for premium, two grade bulls, 
two years old, or over ; three yearling bulls ; nine milch cows, four 
years old, or over; one three year old heifer; two two year old 
heifers ; one dairy of four cows ; ten yearling heifers ; two heifer 
calves. 

The stock was generally good and some extra fine. We award 
the premiums as follows : 

Two year old Btdls, or over. 

J. R. Dayton, first premium, - $5.00 

Charles Hubbard, 4.00 
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Yearling Bulls. 
Col. Levi Coe, first premium, for his superior thorough-bred 

Devon, $4.00 

Jeremiah H. Taylor, second premium, • . . 3.00 

Milch Cows. 

Earl Cooly, first premium, 4.00 

Eidward Shepherd, second premium, . . • . 3.00 

Isaac L. Coe, third premium, 2.00 

Two year old Heifers. 
Jeremiah H. Taylor, first premium, . . . . 3.00 

Benjamin Birdseye, second premium, . • . . 2.00 

Dairy of four Caws. 
Col. Levi Coe, the premium, ..... 4.00 

Yearling Heifers. 

Levi Coe, first premium, 2.00 

M. H. Griffin, second premium, 1.00 

Heifer Calves. 

C. K. True, first premium, 2.00 

D. Barnes, second premium, . • . . . 1.00 

Amount, ...... $40.00 

The following named animals were offered for exhibition : A grade 
Devon cow belonging to Wm. Dunn — two year old Spanish heifer, 
belonging to Henry Churchill ; and a grade Devon bull, nine months 
old, belonging to Andre Coe ; and a very fine heifer, twenty-two 
months^ old, owned by Mr. Benjamin Birdsey ; all good animals. 

The premiums on the two year old bulls were awarded by Elijah 
J. Paddock, Miles Hall, and Samuel Crowell. 

There is a growing desire for good breeding stock in the county. 
Many are satisfied that improvement in this branch of husbandry is 
of the highest importance. We are not alone in the opinion that a 
first-rate cow is cheaper at a hundred dollars, than the gift of a poor 
one. 

ASA HUBBARD, Chairman. 
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WORKING OXEN, FIVE YEARS OLD AND UPWARD. 

To the Middlesex County Agricultural Society: 

The Committee report : That of this class of animals, offered in 
competition, eight pairs were owned bj individuals, and nine by the 
Middlesex Co., and Brainerds & Co. Superb creatures, all of 
them, in fine condition for service, and beautiful in their strength. 
Their owners may be satisfied with them without any of our praise. 

Working Oxen six years old, 
Joseph Tryon, for the best pair, . . . . . $5.00 

Samuel C. Gilbert, the second premium, . . . 4.00 

The Middlesex Quarry Company, the first premium for wori^ing 

oxen, owned by corporations, 5.00 

The Brainerd Company, the second premium, . . 4.00 

For Working Oxen Jive years old. 

Moses F. Pelton, the first premium, .... 5.00 

William W. Coe, the second premium, .... 4.00 

Daniel Russell, third do., .... 3.00 

Edmund Shepard, fourth do., .... 2.00 

Amount, $32.00 

JEDEDIAH WILCOX, Acting Committee. 



WORKING OXEN, THREE AND FOUR YEARS OLD. 

To the Middlesex County Agricultural Society: 
The Committee awarded for 

Working Oxen, four years old. 

Moses F. Pelton, of Portland, first premium, . . . $5.00 

Daniel Bussell, do., second do., . . • 4.00 

S. W. Wilcox, do., third do., . . . 3.00 

Charles Hubbard, of Middletown, fourth premium, . 2.00 

On three years old. 
S. W. Wilcox, of Portland, first premium, . . , $4.00 
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Charles Hubbard, of Middletown, second premiam, . $3.00 

Timothy Gilbert, do., third do., . . 2.00 

Benjamin Birdsey, do., fourth do., . . 1.00 

Amount, $24.00 

MOSES F. PELTON, Cfhairman. 



WORKING OXEN TWO YEARS OLD AND UNDER. 

To tJw Middlesex County Agricultural Society : 
The Committee awarded : 

For Two Tear Old Steers. 

Cornelius Hall, the first premium, $4.00 

Reuben R. Tryon, the second premium, . . . 8.00 

Hezekiah H. Miller, the third do., .... 2.00 

, For Yearling Steers. 

Mrs. R. Groodrich, the first premium, . . . . * $3.00 
Joseph Tryon, the second premium, .... 2.00 

P. K. Fay, the thkd premium, 1.00 

For Calves. 
Reuben R. Tryon, the first premium, • • • • $2.00 

Miles Hall, the second premium, .... 1.50 



Amount, $18.50 

HIRAM BIRDSEY, Chairman. 



FAT CATTLE. 



To the Middlesex County Agricultural Society : 

The committee awarded : 
Joseph Hall, for the fattest pair of oxen, the first premium, $5.00 
Elihu Coe, the second premium, • • • • 4.00 

D. Barnes, for a fat hog, 2.00 

19 
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P. K. Faj, for the fattest sheep, .... $2.00 

Charles Hubbard, the second fattest sheep, • . • 1.00 

Amount, $14.00 

ALVIN B. COE, ChairmoH. 



HORSES. 

To the Middlesex CowUy Agrieultural Society: 

The Committee on Horses beg leave to submit the following 
report They have awarded to 

Col. Levi Coe, for the best stallion, a silver cup, or . $10.00 

Enoch Coe, for second best do., .... 7.00 

W. P. Brooks, for the best breeding mare, . . . 5.00 
Joseph Coe, for the second do. do., . • . 4.0P 

Hezekiah H. Miller, for the best three year old colt, . 4.00 

Charles Hubbard, for the best three year old colt, for all work, 4.00 
B. Montague, for the best pleasure horse in harness, . 5.00 

F. Kelsey, for the best horse in harness for all work, . 5.00 

M. H. Griffin, for best pair of matched horses in harness, 6.00 

Erastus Brainard, for best pair of matched horses for all work, 6.00 
James Selden, best stallion, two years old, . . . 4.00 

W. P. Brooks, the best horse for pleasure, the only entry, 4.00 

William W. Coe for the best yearling colt, . . . 8.00 
Chester Sage for second best do., . . 2.00 

Joseph Coe, best sucking colt, 3.00 

Hezekiah H. Miller, second best sucking colt, . . 2.00 

Amount, • $74.00 

Respectfully submitted. 

JEREMIAH H. TAYLOR, Chairman. 
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SHEEP, SWINE AND POULTRY. 

To the Middlesex County Agricultural Society : 

Swine. 
For the best Suffolk boar, D. Barnes, . . . . $5.00 

Best sow and pigs, Albert Miller, • • . , 4.00 

2d best do., Alvin B. Coe, 8.00 

Sheep. 
Best fine-wooled buck, Phineas M. Birdsey, . . . 2.OO 

Best four fine-wooled ewes, do., . . , s.oq 

Best buck, carcass considered, Charles Hubbard, . . 2.00 

2d best buck, do., Job H. Payne, . . l.OO 

Best four ewes, carcass considered, Charles Hubbard, . 3.00 

Best four lambs, do., Job H. Payne, . 2.00 

Best lamb buck, do., Elias Coe, . , I.50 

2d best do., Charles Hubbard, . • . . 1,00 

Poultry, 
Best three turkeys, Samuel Crowell, . . . . l.OO 

Best three geese, Benjamin Birdsey, . . . I.OO 

Best six barn-yard fowls, Alva B. Coe, . . . . I.OO 

Best six Bolton Grays, do., . . . i.QO 

Best six black Spanish fowls, 6. B. Montague, . . 1.00 

Also exhibited two very fine white rabbits. 

Best four ducks, Abner Roberts, . • . . l.oo 

Amount, $33.50 

F. W. STEUBEN, Acting Chairman. 



DOMESTIC, USEFUL, AND ORNAMENTAL ARTS AND 
MANUFACTURES. 

To the Middlesex County Agricultural Society : 

The Committee award as follows, viz.. 

Best rag carpet, Mrs. James Ward, .... $2.00 

2d best do., Mrs. J. M. Hubbard, . • . 1.00 

Beet counterpoint, Mrs. E. Cooley, .... 2.00 

Best bed-quilt, Mrs. Ira C. Flagg, . • • . 2.00 
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2d best bed-quilt, Mre. P. M. Birdsey, .... $1.00 

Best pair white woolen hose, Mrs. Ichabod Miller, . .50 
Best pair woolen hose, regardless of color, Mrs. Alexander 

Sage, 30 

Best woolen yam, Mrs. S. A.Hubbard, . . . ,50 

2d best do., Mrs. J. N. Hubbard, .... 25 

Best ten knot sewing thread, Mrs. Roswell Lee, . .25 

Best lamp mat, Miss Theresa Hilliard, .... .25 

Best plain sewing, (under twelve years,) Miss Nelly Hall, .50 

do. do., (under fifteen years,) Sarah W. Coe, . .50 

Best millinery, Mrs. Brooks, .... 1.00 
Best embroidery on linen, (fifteen to eighteen years,) Miss S. 

Hubbard, .50 

2d best embroidery on linen, (under fifteen,) Miss E. P. Har- 
rington, .50 

Best silk crochet. Miss A. Brewer, .... .75 

Best cotton crochet, Miss Catharine North, ... .25 

Best bouquet, Miss Eliza Brooks, .... 1.00 

Best artificial bouquet, Mrs. James S. Parmelee, . • 1.00 

Best specimen handicraft. Miss H. Crosley, • . 1.00 

do. writing, (twenty lines,) Gertrude Goodell, . .50 

Best map, drawn by one under twelve years, N. C. Selden, .50 

Best painting. Miss Mary Barrows, .... .50 

Amount, ........ $18.55 

There were some specimens of map and landscape drawing from 
the High School, but as the names of the youthful artists wei^ not 
given, the committee know not to. whom their commendations should 
be awarded. The drawing was excellent. Some good specimens of 
penmanship were also exhibited. 

The committee would notice particularly, the counterpoint of Mrs. 
E. Cooley, as possessing great beauty, and evincing much skill in its 
construction, particularly the beautiful representation of the Ameri- 
can eagle, occupying the entire center of the square. 

The plain sewing by Miss Nelly Hall, is worthy of remark for its 
excellence, considering her extreme youth, (five years.) The work 
on the sampler, by Miss Harrington, shows great perseverance under 
the most discouraging ciixsumstances of deformity, and deserves par- 
ticular comiAndation. 

NORMAN SMITH, Chairrmn. 
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OTHER MANUFACTURES AND ARTS. 

To the Middlesex County Agrictdtural Society : 

The Committee award to 
E. H. Cheney, for a beautiful pleasure carriage, of new con- 
struction, $2.00 

Messrs. C. & F. Hubbard, for fine specimens of rules and 

• squares, 1.00 

Benham & Boardman, for one overcoat, . . . 1.00 

do., for pantaloons, . . . . 1.00 

D. J. Neale, for dress coat, 1.00 

do., for vest, 1.00 

A. Putnam, for bookbinding, . . . . , 1.00 

Edward Green, for miniatureship, . . , . 1.00 

D. A. Spencer, for collection green-house plants, . 2.00 

H. Coe, for monthly roses, . . . . • . 2.00 

Amount, $11.50 
E. Paddock exhibited some well made tin ware from his extensive 
manufactory in Court street. 

E. F. Sheldon exhibited a very beautiful arm-chair from his cab- 
inet warehouse. 

The committee regret that of the sixty premiums offered for arti- 
cles in their department of the show, so few should have been brought 
in competition. 

E. W. N. STARR, Chairman. 



DISCRETIONARY PREMIUMS. 

To the Middlesex County Agricultural Society: 

The Discretionary Committee, having attended to the duties of 
their appointment, beg leave to report the following awards : 

B. T. Henry, best gelding colt, for pleasure, four years old, $4.00 

I. H. Payne, second best do., do., do., 2.00 

Mrs. R. Goodrich, best gelding colt for work, do., 4.00 

Benjamin Birdsey, milch heifer, twenty months old, . 2.00 

Samuel Crowell, lot of calves, 1.00 
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D. Barnes, pair of Suffolk pigs, $4.00 

James C. Ramsey, pair of rabbits, .... 1.00 

B. Birdsey, Chittagong fowls, .50 

Alva B. Coe, China do., .50 

do., Bantam, do., .50 

Samuel Crowell, lot of fowls, .60 

D. Barnes, field of turnips, 2.00 

D. A. Spencer, specimen of pears, fifteen kinds, . . .60 

P. H. Ashton, vegetable eggs, ..... '.30 

Franklin Kelsey, best custard squashes, ... .25 

Joseph Try on, Citron melons, sixteen from one vine, . .60 

P. K. Fay, watermelons, .60 

W. Jameison, best mangel-wurzel beets, ... .40 

Alva B. Coe, best half bushel field beans, . . .50 

Albert Miller, best half bushel peppers, ... .60 

W. E. Starr, best pop corn, .40 

H. D. Davis, specimen wine from native grape, . . 1.00 

M. J. Hubbard, specimen drawing, .... .50 

Miss C. Barnes, specimen fancy fans, .... .50 

Lucy Atkins, Anglo-Japanese box, .... .50 

Miss C. Barnes, fancy box made of com, ... .25 
F. Z. & 0. W. Pelton, silver plated caster, . . Diploma. 

Mrs. Spooner, baskets made from pine burs, . . .50 

Miss C. Barnes, best ornamental shell work, . . .50 

Mrs. Marthen, second best do. do., ... .40 

Miranda F. Miller, best specimen embroidery on muslin, .50 

Mrs. E. Stearns, second best do. do., .40 

Sarah W. Coe, third best do. do., .30 

Anna S. Noyes, embroidered lamp mat, ... .75 
John Lord, specimen enameled painting on ivory, Diploma and 1.00 
A. Merriman, best dentistry and tools, . . . Diploma. 

Bundy & Williams, best specimen of daguerreotypes, do. 

Hall & Ventres, second best specimen of daguerreotypes, 1.00 
John North, best trusses and supporters, . . Diploma. 

J. Danforth, second best trusses and supporters, . . 1.00 

Premiums, $34.95; Diplomas, $5.00; whole amount, $39.95 
The following articles do not come under the rules for awarding 
premiums, but the committee consider them meritorious, and there- 
fore deserving a favorable notice. 
Steam engine, regulator, by A. Merriman. 
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Nicking apparatus, E. H. Penfield. 
Miniature paddle boat, F. Eelsej. 
Specimen <^ buckles, American Buckle Co. 
Chain pumps, W. & B. Douglas. 
Embroidered table-spread. Miss P. Hurlbert. 
Pair of Angola rabbits, G. B. Montague. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

0. UTLEY, Acting Chairman. 







Recapitulation. 




Amount of Premiums 


on Farms, &c.. 


$38.00 


a 


u 


Early field crops, 


IG.OO 


it 


u 


Late do., 


8.00 


u 


it 


Gardens, 


8.00 


a 


u 


Plowing and spading, . 


18.50 


a 


it 


Grain, fruits, and vegetables, 


40.75 


u 


it 


Butter, cheese, and preserves. 


20.50 


u 


it 


Breeding stock, 


40.00 


u 


u 


Working oxen, 


74.50 


u 


it 


Fat cattle, . .^ . 


14.00 


u 


it 


Horses, .... 


74.00 


u 


it 


Sheep, swine, and poultry. 


33.50 


a 


u 


Domestic, useful, &c., 


18.55 


u 


u 


Other manufactures, &c., 


11.60 


u 


a 


Discretionary, . 


89.96 



Total, $450.76 
MiDDLETOWN, Sept* 29, 1854. 

The length of the reports precluded any remarks in the papers at 
the time. It has been found desirable that the awards at the annual 
fair should all be published in one issue of the newspapers, so thai 
those interested might have the whole before them at once. The 
consequence is that they are little more than a bare list of awards, 
rather than instructive reports. This will excuse the notes appended 
to them by the Secretary, for which he only is responsible. 
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Officers'ofthe Middlesex County Agricultural Society^ elected 
November 8, 1854, for the ensuing year. 

President, Charles Hubbard, Esq., of Middletown. 

Vice-Presidents, Joseph Coe, Esq., Middletown; Jkdb- 
DiAH Wilcox, Esq., Middletown ; Enoch Coe, Esq., Middle- 
town; Brainerd Montague, Esq., Middletown; David 
Harrison, M. D., Middletown; W. B. Casey, M. I>.> 
Middletown; Jeremiah H. Taylor, Esq., Chatham; John 
SwATHEL, Esq., Dorham; Moses F. Pelton, Esq., Port- 
land ; Joseph Edwards, Esq., CromweU. 

Secretary and Treasurer, D. Barnes. 

The above constitute the Executive Committee of the 
Society. 

Committee of Arrangements, Allen M. Colgrove, Mid- 
dletown; BEf<iJAMiN Douglas, Middletown; Charles C. 
Hubbard, Middletown; Elisha S. Hubbard, Middletown; 
John Hooker, Middletown; Joel M. Clark, Middletown; 
Alfred Roberts, Middletown ; Moses F. Pelton, Port- 
land; Joseph Edwards, Cromwell. 

Committee of Publication, D. Barnes, D. Harrison, J. N. 
Camp. 

Town Committees. 
• Middletown City, Norman Smith, David J. Neale, E. F. 
Sheldon. 

Middletown, First Society, Frederic W. Steuben, Josiah 
M. Hubbard, Wickham P. Brooks. 

Middletown, Second Society, liuther Coe, Benjamin W. 
Coe. 

Middletown, Third Society, Joel M Clark, Ichabod M. 
Roberto, Samuel C. Gilbert. 

Cromwell, Agift Pease. 

Chatham, Wm. Glover Buell. 

Portland, S. W. Wilcox. 

Durham, John Swathel. 

Killingworth, Henry D. Davis. 

Haddam, Selden Gladwin. 
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Awarding Committees, 

On Farms and Farming Experiments, Asa Hubbard, 
Hiram Birdsey, P. M. Augur, Joseph Hall, Linus Wilcox. 

Early Field Crops, Jabez Smith, Orrin Gilbert, Ebenezer 
J. Coe. 

Late Field Crops, Alvin B. Coe, Elijah I. Paddock, Joseph 
Tryon. 

Gardens, &c.. Dr. G. W. Burke, Henry D. Smith, Josiah 
Brewer. 

Plowing and Spading, Elisha S. Hubbard, Job H. Payne, 
Osborne Coe, Daniel Bacon, D. H. Birdsey. 

Grains, Fruits, and Vegetables, John Johnston, John A. 
Russell, Curtis Coe. 

Butter, Cheese, Preserved Fruits, &c., Daniel H. Chase, 
Samuel C. Hubbard, Jesse G. Baldwin. 

Breeding Stock, David B. Miller, Moses F. Pelton, Joseph 
Edwards. 

Working Oxen, five years and upward, Jedediah Wilcox, 
Joel M. Clark, Edward Shepherd. 

Working Oxen,, three and four years old, Benjamin W. 
Coe, Joseph Coe, Ichabod Roberts. 

Working Oxen, two years and under, Wm. W. Coe, Earl 
Cooley, Timothy Gilbert. 

Fat Cattle, Isaac L. Coe, Ichabod Miller, Alexander Sage. 

Horses, Frederick Hall, James S. Selden, Dr. E. Burr. 

Sheep, Swine, and Poultry, Wm. Plumb, Alfred Roberts, 
James M'Cleve. 

Agricultural Implements, David Lyman, David Harrison, 
Wm. Douglas. 

Domestic, Useful, and Ornamental, T. C. Canfield, A. M. 
Colgrove, D. R. Benham. 

Other Manufactures and Arts, Simeon Williams, Charles 
K. True, W. D. Starr. 

Discretionary, Elliot Bradley, Wm. B. Casey, F. W. Steu- 
ben, Abner Roberts, George StanclifF. 
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List of Members of the Middlesex County Agricultural 

Society. 

Life Members. 
Middletown, Charles R. Alsop, Mrs. Anne Alsop, Charles 
H. Alsop, Richard Alsop, Asa Hubbard, Elisha S. Hubbard, 
Ebenezer Jackson, David Lyman, Edward Paddock, D« 
Barnes ; Deep River, Joseph Post, E. S. Southworth. 

Honorary Members. 
Hon. Ely A. Elliott, Clinton; Hon. Francis Gillette, 
Hartford ; Orange Judd, A. M., New York ; Rev. Jamea 
Rogers, A. M., Sacramento ; Rev. F. J. Goodwin, D. D., 
Middletown; W. C. Goldthwaite, Esq., Westfield, Mass.; 
E. W. Andrews, Esq., New York ; Prof. Wm. C. Fowler, 
Amherst, Mass. ; W. S. King, Esq., Boston. 
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TOLLAND 
COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 



This Society was formed on the 29th day of August, 1853. 
About fifty individuals joined the Society at its organiza- 
tion, and the following gentlennen were elected officers, viz. 

President, Ephraim H. Hyde, 2d, Stafford. 

Vice-Presidents, Rufus B. Chamberlin, Coventry ; John 
S. Yeomans, Columbia. 

Secretary, William Sumnkr, Tolland. 

Treasurer, Jonathav R. Flvnt, Tolland. 

Auditor, Marcus Woodward, Somers. 

The first Fair and Cattle Show of the Society, was held 
at Tolland on the 18th day of October, about six weeks after 
the organization of the same. Notwithstanding the short 
period of time between the formation of the Society and the 
day of the exhibition, about two hundred and fifty members 
were added during that time. The Cattle Show and Fair was 
held on the same day, and called together a large crowd of 
people. The show of cattle, particularly working oxen, was 
highly creditable to the Society and the county. A large 
number of pairs were on exhibition, and it was thought by 
good judges, that they were not inferior to those of any 
county in this state. Quite a number of milch cows were 
entered for premiums, most of which were very fine animals. 
The balls which were on the ground, showed that some of 
the farmers of our county were giving much attention to 
improving iheir stock. The exhibition of steers was rather 
limited, but several pairs were on the ground which were well 
worthy of notice. The numher of horses and colts on ex- 
hibition was large, but they were inferior to the neat stock. 
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Some of the carriage horses were fine looking animals. It 
was evident to all who witnessed the exhibition of horses and 
colts, that the raising of fine horses had been much neglected 
in Tolland county. Some fine blood stock was exhibited, 
most of which was owned by E. H. Hyde, 2d, Esq., of Staf- 
ford. In the room for the agricultural products, all the pro- 
ductions of the farm were found in great abundance, many 
of which were well worthy of notice. The show of domestic 
manufactures and fancy articles was much better than was 
anticipated, considering the short notice of the Fair, and the 
room in which the Fair was held, was well filled with articles 
of this description. 

The day passed off pleasantly, and all seemed gratified 
with the first annual Exhibition and Fair of the Society. 
The first annual meeting of the Society was held on the 27th 
of October, at which premiums to the amount of J330 were 
awarded. The old officers of the Society were reelected. 
During the past year, some two hundred members have been 
added to the Society, making the number of members at this 
time, five hundred. 

Officers of the Tolland County Agricultural Society j for the 

year 1854. 

President, Ephraim H. Hyde, 2d, Stafford. 
First Vice-President, Rupus B. Chamberlin, North Cov- 
entry. 

Second Vice-President, John S. Yeomans, Columbia. 
Secretary, William Sumner, Tolland. 
Treasurer, Alvan P. Hyde, Tolland. 
Auditor, Marcus Woodward, Somers. 

Chairmen of the Awarding Committees. 
Farms, Josiah Hammond, Vernon ; Reclaimed Lands, A. 
M. Haling, Ellington ; Produce, Marcus Lillie, North Cov- 
entry ; Domestic Manufactures, E. A. Converse, Stafford- 
ville; Horticulture, Philip Barrows, Mansfield; Plowing, 
John W. Gager, Tolland ; Bulls, Cows and Heifers, S. T. 
Preston, Willington ; Working Oxen, Aaron Yeomans, Col- 
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umbia ; Horses and Colts, J. W. Thayer, Vernon ; Sheep and 
Swine, Harvey Kingsbury, Coventry ; Blood Stock, Marcus 
Woodward, Somers ; Steers and Fat Cattle, Luther C. An- 
derson, Tolland ; Poultry, Ebenezer S. White, Andover ; 
Arts and Fine Arts, Charles Post, Hebron ; Trains of Work- 
ing Oxen, Chauncey Paul, Union. 

Names of Membersy Town of Tolland. 
Loren P. Waldo, Alvan P. Hyde, Ira K. Marvin, Benja- 
min Fuller, William C. Newcomb, Porter Walbridge, Jere- 
miah Parish, A. L. Benton, E. G. Meacham, Leveret Luce, 
Jabez West, William Sumner, Luther C. Anderson, Theo- 
dore B. Chapin, G. H. Preston, Reuben Allen, Joseph Bishop, 
Leonard Loomis, William S. Moore, Jonathan R. Flynt. 



REPORTS. 



FARMS. 



To the ToUand County Agricvltural Society: 

Mr. President and Gentlemen, Members of the Tolland 
County Agricultural Society: The importance and usefulness of 
Agricultural Fairs in Tolland county, has not been overrated; 
they have done more than any other one means to awaken the desire 
for improvement, to arouse the ambition of the farmer to excel 
his neighbor in the production of his crops, and in rearing of fine 
horses, cattle and sheep and swine ; and above all other improvements, 
we should try to excel in the improvement of our farms. We hope 
no one, who is awarded a premium this day, will feel paid by that 
fact; but it is hoped he will acquire in his experience, the power to 
carry his improvements to a higher state of perfection. Knowledge 
expands the mind ; it is the great lever power of human thoughts. 
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Eminence in farming must be the result of personal observation and 
experience and the compilation of facts. The most successful far- 
mers in the world are those that make the most improvement on their 
farms, by producing large quantities of haj, grain and roots, in order 
to augment their manure heap ; by having their buildings judiciously 
located, so as to save all the dropping and urine from their cattle 
and swine. This may all be saved by spreading our yards over with 
tegetable mold, peat, or mud, and yarding our cattle on it summer 
and winter. Now, the success in farming is to produce large quan- 
tities, and then to feed the same and realize its value in beef and 
pork, thereby improving our farms by the manure from our crops. 
Manure with good judgment; this is the sine qua non of universal 
success in farming. 

Your committee found two farms entered upon the records of the 
Society, one belonging to Mr. Ralph Flint, the other to Hon. Rufus 
B. Chamberlin, both of North Coventry. Your committee first 
viewed Mr. Flint's farm, containing one hundred acres, on which 
he keeps twelve head of neat stock, one horse and twenty sheep. 
He has four acres of corn, two and a half acres of oats, one acre 
of potatoes, mows over thirty acres of ground, and gathers about 
thirty tuns of hay. We found on his farm a very fine orchard of 
choice fruit: we also found here some seventy-five bushels sugar 
beets, fine looking ones too. This farm is well fenced, mostly with 
stone wall, and kept clean from briars and bushes. The buildings 
are in good repair, and everything about them looks neat and de- 
lightful. Your committee were highly pleased with the general 
appearance of the farm and its management, denoting a good and 
judicious farmer. 

Your committee next went to Mr. Chamberlin's. This farm is 
situated near the old glass factory ; contains one hundred and fifty 
acres, forty of which are in a state of good cultivation. We found 
there four acres of com, two of potatoes, two of oats, about thirty 
of mowing, producing forty tuns of hay ; fine buildings, well located for 
feeding stock and saving manure ; cellars under all his barns, floored 
with flagging-stone laid in cement, so as to retain all the liquids from 
his stock, intermixed with muck, lime and ashes. By tins mode of 
saving manure, Mr. Chamberlin has been able to enrich some fifteen 
acres of old, worn-out land, within the last eight or ten years. All 
labor that impoverishes the soil, is worse than thrown away ; no fact 
in the science of political economy is more important than this. To 
reduce a piece of land that in its virgin state would produce forty 
bushels of corn, or would raise two tuns of hay, so that it shall produce 
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but one-half as much, is as destructiTe to individual as to national 
wealth. We are in duty bound to use our land to support man and 
beast, but we have no just ri^ht to destroy its fertility, but should 
have our farms in such a condition that the generations that follow 
us may profitably imitate our example. Mr. Chamberlin has set the 
example to make the earth better, and so far, he has succeeded to 
the gratification of your committee. We find here a herd of fine 
cattle, a part of which is blood stock ; their appearance indicated 
a liberal hand at the feeding trough. Your committee were well 
pleased with the system of farming of Mr. C. ; certainly he is making 
better land, thereby making the world better, but he was unable to 
inform us whether profitable or otherwise, to himself. 

Your committee, after mature deliberation, have awarded the first 
premium of $15.00, to Hon. Rufus B. Chamberlin, of Coventry, and 
the second premium of $8.00, to Ralph Flint, of Coventry. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

AUSTIN TILDEN, Chairman. 



RECLAIMED LAND. 



To the Tolland County Agnctdtural Society : 

The Committee on Reclaimed Land present the following report : 
There were entered for premium, four pieces of land, one in Mans- 
field, one in Coventry, and two in Ellington. The committee first 
viewed a piece of three or four acres, owned by Mr. Philip Barrows. 
This was a meadow, producing only a small quantity of the poorest 
quality of hay when Mr. Barrows commenced improving it some 
twelve years ago. It was one of those bog-holes, out of which what 
was called hay had to be carried upon poles. This piece of land has 
been reclaimed by thorough draining and carting on sand and gravel, 
until it presents a fine level appearance, and is sufficiently hard to 
enable a team to pass over the wliole of it. Mr. Barrows has sue* 
cessfully cut off all the springs that fed this swamp, by running an 
undcrdrain just between the hard and swampy land on the west and 
north sides. There are several underdrains besides the one around 
the sides of the swamp. The two center ditches are open at the 
lower end of the piece, about half-way. Your committee commend 
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the plan of Mr. Barrows, in making underdrains around the body of 
his meadow, thos causing all the wash from the adjacent hills tc 
flow on to the land reclaimed. These drains are all of stone. This 
land now produces two and a half tuns of first quality haj per acre, 
a specimen of which was shown to the committee. It has received 
a light top dressing of manure once in three years. The work 
having been performed at various times, rendered it impossible to 
calculate th^ expense accurately ; probably may have cost $300, or 
from $75 tcTflOO per acre. 

The second piece viewed was in Coventry, owned by Mr. John C.- 
Robertson. This land is a deep rich muck, four acres of which Mr. 
Robertson has in a good degree reclaimed, by ditching and seeding 
with cultivated grasses. The outlet of this swamp had to be lowered 
about four feet, for some eight or ten rods, through a piece of timber 
land. Underdrains to cut off the springs between the hard and muck 
land, were wanting. The four acres now produce from one and a 
half to two tuns of good stock hay per acre. By perseverance and 
more thorough draining, Mr. Robertson will have some good reclaimed 
land. Estimated expense, $100. 

Your committee next viewed a piece containing one and a half 
acres, owned by Mr. A. M. Haling, of Ellington. Four years ago 
this piece was a sunken bog, covered with water, from two to eigh- 
teen inches deep. The muck in the center was from six to seven 
feet deep. In order to drain this land, Mr. Haling had to cut through 
the hill between it and the Hockanum river, or rather to the meadow 
on the river, (for he found that his ditch had to be lower than the 
bed of the river,) to a depth of from four and a half to nine feet, for 
fifteen rods. In this cut of fifteen rods, he has built an underdrain 
of stone, twenty by twenty-four inches, at a cost of ten dollars per 
rod. After getting through this high land, it was found necessary 
to run a ditch on the north side of the meadow for sixty rods or more, 
before letting it into the river. This ditch served also to drain the 
meadow. This piece has one drain in the center, the muck from which 
paid for its construction. Underdrains have been made to convey the 
water from springs into the main ditch. Many loads of gravel and 
sand have been drawn into the bog. It has been plowed and thor- 
oughly subdued. The past year it was sown to buckwheat, which 
grew luxuriantly ; the present year, seeded down with turnips, and 
gives promise of a great quantity of good hay next year. 

The last piece viewed was owned by Dr. Robert Patton, of Elling- 
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ton. This land is situated near the center of Ellington, in the Great 
Marsh, which has heretofore been considered almost worthless^ Soil, 
a deep rich muck, varying from two to four feet in depth. Six years 
ago Dr. Patton commenced reclaiming this land, amidst the gibes and 
jeers of the older settlers of the town, and has persevered with laud- 
able zeal and untiring energy, until acre after acre and field after 
field of good tillable land rises to the astonished view of the inhab- 
itants, even in the very heart of the abandoned marsh. Dr. Patton's 
method has been to ditch around a piece of eight or ten, or even twelve 
acres, cut off* the bogs and brush, and when sufficiently dry to gather 
them together in large heaps and bum them, thus making a quantity of 
ashes which he applies to the soil when prepared for a crop. When 
the surface is thus cleared, he plows and subdues the wild grass. 
Your committee had the pleasure of viewing some twenty or twenty- 
five acres of this marsh, which but a few years ago was covered with 
rushes, bushes and bogs, an abode of frogs and lizards, now renovated, 
renewed, and made fruitful fields, producing com, oats, buckwheat, tur- 
nips, potatoes, common and sweet, first quality hay, &c. Dr. Patton 
estimated that he cut from twenty to twenty-five tuns of good hay 
from about nine acres of this land, the present'year. He has seeded 
down four acres more the past summer, which promises an abundant 
crop of hay the next year. He had several acres of com, which 
would yield from thirty-five to forty bushels per acre, four acres of 
oats, which grew very large and appeared to be well filled. 

The potatoes raised on this land were large and excellent Dr. 
Patton has ditched around ten acres the past summer, still further 
into the marsh, which is ready to bog and plow another ji|gr. Your 
committee view him as a pioneer in a good work. He has proved 
to all, that this marsh may be rendered fertile and productive ; that 
instead of a worthless bog, it may be converted into available land 
worth one hundred dollars per acre ; and we hope, and indeed expect, 
to see his example followed until the thousand acres of that swamp 
are all reclaimed, adding much to the health, the beauty and the 
wealth of the town. We believe he has found the outlay in making 
these improvements, a profitable investment ; that he is conferring 
blessings upon the community in which he lives, by causing "the 
wilderness to blossom as the rose." You who have these barren 
wastes or miry bogs, go and do likewise. 

The committee were unanimous in mfting the following awards : 

20 
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Dr. Robert Patton, Ellington, first premium, . . . $10 

A. M. Haling, do., second do., ... 6 

Philip Barrows, Mansfield, third do., • • - 4 

All which is dalj submitted^ 

SAMUEL F. WEST, Chairman. 



WORKING OXEN. 



To the Tolland County Agricultural Society : 

The Committee upon Working Oxen beg leave to present the fol- 
lowing report of premiums awarded by them. 

Theodore Hall, Coventry, best yoke cattle, six years old, $3.50 

John L. Phelps, Tolland, second best yoke cattle, six years old, 2.50 
Ralph Flint, Coventry, third do., do., 2.00 

Samuel Ellis, Hebron, best yoke cattle, ^Ye years old, 6.00 

Miner Preston, Vernon, second best yoke cattle, five years old, 4.00 
Samuel Ellis, Hebron, best yoke cattle, four years old, 5.00 

Oliver Hunt, Vernon, second best yoke cattle, four years old, 4.00 
Julius Kibbee, Ellington, third best yoke cattle, four years old, 3.00 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

SOLYMAN TAYLOR, Chairmcm. 



TRAINS OF WORKING OXEN. 

To the Tolland County Agricultural Society : 

Your Committee on Trains of Working Oxen ask leave to report. 
Two trains of cattle only were presented for premiums ; one from 
Vernon, the other from North Coventry. You must see the difficulty 
three persons labor under, in judging the merits of a large number 
of cattle in the few moments allotted them for examination. All they 
can be expected to judge from is by the eye in seeing them pass 
around a given distance, and then the age, shape, compactness of 
body and limb, and the various proportions and points it takes to 
constitute a good ox. An ox may be an excellent draught animal, 
and not show it in moving. A good road ox will generally show his 
good qualities by action and look. 
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Your committee would say, the train of cattle from Vernon were 
fine specimens of draught animals. Those in the center were supe- 
rior to the Coventry train. The Coventry train were in the aggre- 
gate much younger, and in the opinion of your committee, the three 
four, and five year old cattle from Coventry were superior to the 
Vernon train in limb, body, and those various other points, to wit, 
shape of head, horns, and fineness of form generally, which your 
committee thought combined more of the essentials of a good ox, 
than the train from Vernon. Your committee have therefore 
awarded the first premium of $15 to North Coventry. Second pre- 
mium of $10 to Vernon. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

RUFUS B. CHAMBERLIN, Chairman. 



BLOOD STOCK. 
To the Tolland County Agricultural Society: 

The Committee on Blood Stock offer the following report. 

Although the number of competitors in this department has 
quadrupled since the show of 1853, still the number is not large, nor 
as great as it ought to be in a county like ours. If indeed the pure 
blood stock are expensive in the outset, either for the yoke, the 
dairy or the shambles, remuneration will be obtained by propagating 
from the pure bloods, for these purposes, and those persons who 
engage in this enterprise may be truly called benefactors. If you 
looked over that fine group of working oxen present on the day o^ 
the shoWy the points of attraction in those animals most admired may 
be traced to their approximation to the pure bloods ; so also of those 
animals appropriate for the dairy and the marketman. 

But your committee would not at this time attempt to describe the 
benefits to be derived by the community that enter into this depart- 
ment of agricultural life. 

The attention of your committee was called to a full blood North 
Devon bull and a full blood Durham bull, as competing for the first 
premium of the Society, both very fine animals and each possessing 
admirable qualities for particular locations ; and each animal having, 
in the opinion of your committee, found a suitable location, your 
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committee could not decide which was entitled to the preference, 
and so awarded to each one-half. 

The cows were very fine, and well might their owners take pleas- 
ure in exhibiting them ; and some of them, in the opinion of your 
committee, would be selected for their breeding, and others for 
dairy qualities, both good qualities and seldom united in the same 
animal, and as either quality appears to predominate, so will the 
judgment of the viewer be affected in the merits of the animal as he 
appreciates the respective qualities. 
Rufus B. Chamberlin, Coventry, best three year old North 

Devon bull, * . $2 

Haling Sc Farmer, Ellington, best four year old Durham bull, 2 

E. H. Hyde, 2d, Stafford, best yearling North Devon bull, 2 

E. B. Chamberiin, Coventry, best North Devon bull calf, 3 

E. H. Hyde, 2d, Stafford, second best do. do., 2 

B. B. Chamberlin, Coventry, best North Devon cow, . 4 

E. H. Hyde, 2d, Stafford, second best do. do., . • 2 

do., do., best North Devon heifer, . . 3 

Harvey Kingsbury, Coventry, second best North Devon heifer, 2 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

MARCUS WOODWARD, Ghairmctn. 



STEERS AND FAT CATTLE. 

To the ToUand County Agricultural Society: 

The Committee on Steers and Fat Cattle have attended to the 
duties of their appointment, and would respectfully report that they 
have awarded premiums as follows. 

Rufus B. Chamberlin, Coventry, best pair three year old steei^, $4 
Josiah Hammond, Yemon, 2d do. do. do., 3 

Valorus Kibbee, Ellington, best pair two year old steers, 3 

Jabez West, Tolland, second do. do. do., 1 

Rufus B. Chamberlin, Coventry, best pair one year old steers, 2 
Harvey Kingsbury, Coventry, second best pair one year old steers, 1 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

ASAPH McKINNEY, Chairman. 
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HORSES AND COLTS. 

To the ToUand County Agricultural Society : 

The Committee on Horses and Colts would respectfully report that 
they have awarded the following premiums. 
N. D. Wardwell, Somers, for the best gelding or mare owned 

in the county, four years old or upward, first premium, $3 

Oliver N. Chapin, Ellington, second, .... 2 

Morris B. Barteau, Ellington, for the best gelding or mare 

raised in the county, four years old or upward, first premium, 3 
Luther C. Anderson, Tolland, second, . . . . 2 

Valorus Kibbee, Ellington, for the best breeding mare with 

a specimen of her stock by her side, .... 3 
Randolph Fuller, Somers, for the best colt from two to four 

years old, first premium, ..... 3 

Samuel D. Anderson, Mansfield, second, .... 2 
William W. Johnson, Tolland, for the best colt under two 

years of age, first premium, 3 

William L. Culver, Ellington, second, . . . . 2 

Li behalf of the committee. 

HARVEY KINGSBURY, Chairman. 



SHEEP AND SWtNE. 

To the Tolland County Agricultural Society : 

The Committee on ^ Sheep and Swine respectfully report, that 
they have endeavored faithfully to attend to the duties of their 
appointment, and are ^orry to say that there is evidently a falling off 
in this branch of the exhibition from what it was last year. There 
were last year twenty-two entries of sheep and swine for premiums, 
whereas this year there were but thirteen. Yet the committee are 
happy to say that the animals presented, in nearly or quite every 
instance were worthy of premiums, were an honor to the county, 
and told loudly of the good judgment and persevering industry of 
the several gentlemen who were the owners of the same. 

Your committee first viewed a French Merino buck, one year old, 
the property of Samuel F. Bradley, of Tolland ; and as a competitor 
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for the same premium, a Merino buck belonging to W. B. & H. M. 
Kingsburj, of Andover. These animals were truly meritorious, 
their wool being of an excellent quality, and if your committee 
could have answered their own minds, they would have awarded 
premiums to both, but they were limited to one, and that a small 
premium for so noble an object as the rearing of fine wooL Yonr 
committee also viewed a buck ^ve months old, the property of Carlos 
Doane, of Tolland, a fine animal, indeed, considering his age. We 
next viewed six fine wool ewes, owned by Samuel D. Daggett, of 
Andover, and also twenty-eight ewes, the property of William West, 
of Tolland. The ewes of Mr. Daggett are of a superior grade of 
wool, perhaps not to be excelled in any county in the state, and 
though the twenty-eight ewes of Mr. West were of a coarser grade 
of wool, yet they were a noble flock, of healthy appearance, and in 
the opinion of your committee, good for rearing lambs. 

There were no competitors for mutton sheep, it being required that 
there should be six in number to obtain a premium ; therefore the 
committee could not award premiums to Henry W. West and Albert 
Abom, both of which gentlemen presented single sheep worthy of 
favorable notice, and had not the committee been confined to a num- 
ber not less than six, small premiums might have been awarded. 
The same may be said of a single fine wool ewe of Samuel F. 
Bradley. 

Your committee viewed a boar owned by Jabez West, and another 
owned by S. D. Daggett, both of which were fine animals and des- 
tined to be first-rate porkers, in the opinion of the committee, and 
while such sires are mtiltiplied in the county the breed of hogs 
must and will be greatly improved. Mr. Jabez West presented 
for a premium a sow and eight pigs, and also Jeremiah Parish, 
Esq., a sow and seven pigs. Your committee were delighted with 
the appearance of these animals, both .old and young, and found it 
to be the most difficult part of their duty to determine which h^ 
the highest claim and which in reality was the nearest approach to 
perfection. Suffice it to say, that the owners of these animals have 
reason to be and no doubt are proud of property thus invested. One 
other sow and pigs were entered by Mr. John Sherman, but your 
committee are sorry to say, were not brought on to the ground. 

Your committee award premiums as follows, viz^ 
Samuel F. Bradley, Tolland, best fine wool buck, . . $4 

W. B. & H. M. Kingsbury, Andover, second best, . 3 

Samuel D. Daggett, Andover, best six fine wool ewes, . 3 
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William West, Tolland, second best, . . . . • $2 

Jabez West, Tolland, best boar, 3 

Samuel D. Daggett, Andover, second best boar, . . 2 

Jabez West, Tolland, best sow and pigs, .... 3 

Jeremiah Parish, second best sow and pigs, ... 1 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

EPHRAIM DIMMICK, Chairman. 



POULTRY. 

To the Tolland County AgricvUural Society: 

Although the quantity of Poultry on exhibition was not, perhaps, 
so extensive as might have been anticipated by those who are 
familiar with the products of the County, yet the quality was alike 
creditable to the Society and the exhibitors. 

Afler a minute examination the committee award as follows. 



Porter Walbridge, Tolland, best collection of fowls. 
Reuben Edgerton, Jr., do., second best. 
Porter Walbridge, do.. 



Lucius Edgerton, 


do.. 


R. Edgerton, Jr., 


do.. 


do.. 


do.. 


P. Walbridge, 


do.. 


James F. Talbot, 


do.. 


Porter Walbridge, 


do.. 


do.. 


do.. 


do., 


do.. 


L. Edgerton, 


do.. 



$2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

.50 

.50 

1.00 

.50 

1.00 

.50 

.50 

1.00 

1.00 



best common fowls, 

second best do., 

third best do., 

best bantams, 

second best do., 

best Chittagongs, 

best Guinea fowls, 

best geese, 

best ducks, 

best Cochin China cock. 
The committee had their attention directed to a coop of large 
English rabbits, (two old and six young,) which were truly beautiful, 
and for which they recommend a premium of $1. 

In conclusion, the committee would suggest the expediency of 
greater attention being paid to the raising of the "old-fashioned" 
dung-hill fowl, which is believed to be, "in the long run," fully 
equal, if not superior, to any other kind, all things considered. 
The absence of a single coop of turkeys astonished the committee 
somewhat, (particularly the member from without the County,) who 
had so often had occasion to test the superiority of Tolland County 
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turkeys. That this deficiency will be fully supplied at the next 
annual fair, the committee entertain not the slightest doubt. 
All respectfully submitted. 

JAMES T. PRATT, Chairman. 



BULLS, COWS AND HEIFERS. 

To the Tolland County Agricultural Society: 

The Committee on Bulb, Cows and Heifers, would respectfully 
report. 

Your committee found upon the ground for their examination a 
goodly number of bulls and heifers, that from their appearance, 
indicated that the farmers of this county were of the opinion that 
the more shares they took in a good live stock bank, each farmer 
being a director, the better will it be for the inhabitants of the 
county, the less need they fear the discount day, as from the quality 
of this class on exhibition, they think they will not refuse to discount 
butter and cheese in sufficient quantities to make glad the heart of 
the farmer, and cause his family to rejoice, and to allow them to live 
emphatically upon the fat of the land. But while rejoicing in the 
fact, that so many of this class were present, they would also deplore 
the fact that there was so meager a display of cows at this exhibition. 
Is it from the fact that we have no good cows in the county ? "We 
think not, but on the contrary, to the fact that so many of our farmers 
were engaged upon their fall's work, and could not (in their own 
opinion) spare the time and attention necessary to present their stock 
for competition, but from whatever cause, we trust that another year 
will make good the deficiency in this department, and show us a 
handsome display of good milkers capable of supplying the manifold 
wants of the farmer's household. 

Your committee have awarded premiums as follows. 
Samuel D. Daggett, Andover, best three year old bull, . $3.00 
Asaph M'Kinney, Ellington, best four year old bull, . 2.00 

Valorus Kibbee, do., best two year old bull, . 2.50 

Lucius Edgerton, Tolland, second best two year old bull, 1.50 

Frank Hatch, do., third do. do., . 1.00 

Valorus Kibbee, Ellington, best bull calf, ^vq months old, 2.00 
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W. B. & H. M. Kingsbury, Andover, second best bull calf, six 

months old, $1.00 

Francis West, Coventry, best heifer calf, ^yb months old, 1.00 

Stanley White, Vernon, best cow four years old, . . 4.00 
Henry Pinney, Ellington, second best cow, eight years old, 3.00 
Alvan P. Hyde, Tolland, third do., three do., 2.00 

Rufus B. Chamberlin, Coventry, best heifer, two yeleirs old, 3.00 
John L. Phelps, Tolland, second best do., do., . 2.00 

Azariah L. Benton, do., third do., do., . 1.00 

Col. Marcus Woodward, Somers, best heifer, one year old, 3.00 

Sylvester T. Preston, Willington, second best h6ifer, one year old, 2.00 
Elias Sheldon, Somers, third do., do., 2.00 

Rufus B. Chamberlin, Coventry, fourth do., do., 1.50 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

RALPH FLINT, Chairman. 



DOMESTIC BREAD. 



To the Tolland County Agricultural Society : 

Mrs. Ira K. Marvin, Tolland, best specimen of wheat bread, $1.50 

Mrs. Aaron Yeomans, Columbia, second do., do., 1.00 

Mrs. Ansel S. Barber, Tolland, best rye and Indian bread, 1.50 

Mrs. Aaron Yeomans, Columbia, second do. do., 1.00 

All of w^hich is respectfully submitted. 

WILLIAM C. NEWCOMB, Chairman. 



HORTICULTURE. 



To the Tolland County Agricultural Society : 

The Horticultural Committee would respectfully report : That at 
the last exhibition of said Society, your committee are very happy 
to report the renewed interest exhibited in this department, and 
would return their thanks to the members who so promptly and 
abundantly supplied the varieties of fruit, so as to make the exhibi- 
tion so very interesting, and would extremely regret the small 
amount of funds placed in their hands by the Society, deeming this 
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a very important part of the exhibition, and to secure the continued 
presentation of specimens of fruit from the various parts of the 
county, we do believe, that an additional amount should be placed 
at the disposal of your future committees. Much of the choicest 
and best fruit was brought from the remote parts of the county, and 
to secure the continued exhibitions from those remote towns, 
premiums that shall compensate, should be awarded, and your com- 
mittee would here tender their thanks to Mr. John Bissell, of East 
Windsor, who presented some fine specimens of winter fruit grown 
upon young trees, with which he offers to supply the public ; and to 
Mrs. A. M. Hawkins, of Tolland, who furnished us with a fine stand of 
house plants; and to all others who presented to the exhibition 
specimens of rare and choice fruits ; and particularly to Mrs. D. 
Eaton, of Ellington, for some very beautiful bouquets; and to Mr. 

D. Eaton, of the Ellington Mountain Nursery, for his untiring 
efforts to add to the interest of the exhibition, both by the variety 
of his specimens, and the taste displayed in their presentation. 

And in awarding their premiums your committee feel that there 
are others meritorious, and deserving* the encouragement of the 
Society, but their limited means will not allow them to extend the 
premiums. They would, however, speak of the numerous speci- 
mens of wine, presented. Although of domestic manufacture, in 
the opinion of your committee, far exceeding that imported from 
foreign lands for pleasantness of flavor, and we can not too highly 
speak of the specimen of cherry wine, presented by Mr. Eaton, which 
stands preeminent in the list of wines, and should be specially 
encouraged by this Society. 

Therefore, your committee in closing the duties assigned them, 
would respectfully urge that this branch of the Society's exhibition, 
including, the present year, one hundred and thirty-two specimens 
presented to your committee, should receive the fostering care and 
the pecuniary aid necessary for sustaining and perpetuating the 
interest in this department 

Your committee would also report: That they have awarded 
premiums as follows. 

Aaron Yeomans, Columbia, first premium on apples, • . $1.00 
Samuel F. West, do., second do. do., . .75 

E. H. Hyde, 2d, Stafford, third do. do., . .50 
David Eaton, Ellington, first premium on peaches, « . 1.00 
Thomas Clark, South Coventry, second premium on peaches, .50 
Leonard Loomis, Tolland, first premium on plums, . 1.00 
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Mrs. Stewart, Vernon, first premium on quinces, . . $1.00 

Ralph Flint, North Coventry, second on quinces, . ' .50 

David Eaton, Ellington, Isabella grapes, first premium, . .50 
Allyn Kellogg, Vernon, Catawba grapes, do. do., . .50 

Horatio Holmes, Stafford Springs, first premium for grape wine, .50 
Ralph Storrs, Mansfield, first premium for currant wine, .50 

And the following discretionary premiums upon apples. 
Philip Barrows, Mansfield, ...... $0.37 

Chauncey Paul, Union, .25 

Charles R. Hicks, Tolland, 25 

Reuben Edgerton, Jr., Tolland, .25 

^sel S. Barber, ToUand, 25 

Theodore B. Chapin, Tolland, .... .50 

Harvey Kingsbury, Coventry, 25 

Rock Manufacturing Company, Vernon, ... .25 

J. B. Merrow, Mansfield, . . . . • • '25 

M. Cheesboro, Vernon, . . . . . . -25 

Mrs. D. Eaton, Ellington, bouquets, .... 1.00 

Mrs. A. M. Hawkins, Tolland, house plants, ... '50 

E. H. Hyde, 2d, Stafford, 11 varieties of pears, . . 1.00 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

JASPER H. BOLTON, Chairman. 



PRODUCE. 

To the Tolland County Agricvlturdl Society: 

Your Committee on Agricultural Products, respectfully report: 
That they have attended to the duty assigned them, and here express 
their highest approbation of the various agricultural products that 
came under their observation. We will here allude to the various 
kinds of grain and vegetables in their proper order. Wheat being 
first in order. Your committee regret that there were no entries 
made by the acre, and but one by the bushel, that being of a good 
quality, very clean and white ; rye, none entered by the acre, but 
two specimens by the bushel. The attention of your committee next 
being called to a specimen of com, exhibited together with a state- 
ment of the result by the acre : first, to a basket of ears of yellow 
com, exhibited by Mr. Wm. Holman, of Tolland, the ears being 
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large, long, and well-filled ; the prodact of which, was ascertained by 
mcaaurement, to be about eight basheb of shelled com per acre. 
Mr. Holman*8 com was planted earlj in May, manured in the bill 
with yard manure, with one spoonful of super-phosphate of lime* 
dropped upon the manure in each hill. Second, to a basket of ears 
of yellow com, by Mr. Ira K. Marvin, of Tolland, the com being of 
excellent quality, the ears being long and well-filled, the yield per 
acre, as ascertained by actual measurement, fully eighty bushels 
of shelled com. Also, another specimen of very fine yellow com> 
exhibited by Mr. Samuel F. West, of Columbia, ascertained by 
careful measurement by the town committee, to yield ninety-two and 
a half bushels of shelled corn per acre. We here give the manner of 
cultivation as stated by Mr. West The soil is a gravelly loam, had 
been in grass eight years ; plowed in August, 1853, from eight to 
eleven inches deep; manured in the spring of 1854, at the rate of 
fifty-five ox cart loads of farm-yard and hog-pen manure to the acre — 
also, two hundred and ten pounds guano per acre, each of which was 
spread and plowed in about the middle of May, and well harrowed 
down, plowed and harrowed again on the 29th of May ; 30th, furrowed 
three feet three inches apart, and planted in the rows fifteen inches 
apart, with two kernels in a hill; June 15th, hoed the first time, using 
the cultivator; June 27th, hoed the second time; July 10th, hoed the 
third time, using the cultivator each time, care being taken at each 
time to leave the ground level. Top stalks cut about the middle of 
September. Another bslsket of yellow com, exhibited by Mr. Levi 
Moody, of Vemon, fully equal to any yet described, the product of 
which is, one hundred and two and a half bushels of shelled com per 
acre. Your committee regret that they have not the means of 
describing Mr. Moody's manner of cultivation. Another specimen 
of yellow corn, not inferior to any yet described, by John L. Phelps, 
of Tolland, together with the result by the acre. Mr. Phelps's field 
contains about ^ve acres of very even growth, one acre of which was 
selected by Mr. Phelps, and being measured by the town committee, 
was found to yield at the rate of one hundred and &ye bushels of 
shelled com per acre.' The soil mostly a gravelly loam, descending 
to the east, manured in the hill with farm-yard manure and super- 
phosphate of lime. Another acre of corn, together with a specimen 
of the same, raised by Mr. Charles Post, of Hebron, entered for a 
premium, and certified by the town committee that by careful and 
accurate measurement, the yield was one hundred and six and one-third 
bushels per acre. Mr. Post's mode of cultivation was as follows. A 
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part of the ground has been under cultivation some years, the 
remainder being sward, which was well plowed in September, 1853* 
Last spring spread on about twenty-five loads of farm-yard and hog- 
pen manure, and five hundred pounds of guano, plowed in, and 
harrowed the ground well, furrowed lightly, planted May 31st, putting 
a handful of poudrette in each hill, with the exception of eight 
rows, in which he used guano ; the corn was well hoed three times ; 
the corn on which the guano was used held green the longest, and 
was the tallest and best. 

Your committee had the pleasure of examining many other 
specimens of both yellow and white com, which were worthy of 
high commendation to the cultivator, the names of whom, we have 
not the means of giving. There were no entries of oats by the acre, 
and but three specimens by the bushel. There were three entries of 
buckwheat by the acre, with specimens of the same, the yield of 
which was, thirty, thirty-seven and forty-five bushels per acre. No 
entries of barley. 

Having passed over the different kinds of grain, our attention was 
next called to a large variety of vegetables of excellent quality and of 
large growth, especially potatoes ; including a large variety of choice 
kinds for the table ; also of onions, which conclusively shbws that 
Tolland county is no longer dependent on Wethersfield, for that most 
valuable and wholesome esculent. The attention of your committee 
next was directed to a room richly furnished oy the ladies with fine 
specimens of bread, butter, cheese and honey, all of excellent 
quality, showing their thorough knowledge of that most important 
branch of house-keeping. 

In the discharge of our duty, we found it extremely difficult, in 
many cases the articles being so nearly equal, to decide which should 
have the preference, but after mature deliberation have awarded the 
following premiums. 

Charles Post, Hebron, best acre of corn, . . . . $3.00 
John L. Phelps, Tolland, second best acre of com, discretionary, 2.60 
Wm. L. Edgerton, Tolland, best acre buckwheat, . . 2.00 
Wm. Holman, Tolland, best bushel ears of yellow com, . .50 

Levi Moody, Vemon, second best bushel ears of yellow com, .50 
do., do., best bushel of rye, ... .50 

Wm. C. Newcomb, Tolland, second best bushel of rye, . .50 
Levi Moody, Vernon, best bushel of oats, . . • .50 

J. H. Kingsbury, Coventry, best bushel of buckwheat, . .50 
Chauncey Paul, Union, second do. do., ' • .50 
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Horace Thompson, Veraon, best bushel ears of sweet corn, 
Porter Walbridge, Tolland, best bushel white beans, 
Stanley White, Vernon, best bushel Mercer potatoes. 
Leveret Luce, Tolland, best bushel Pink Eye potatoes, 
Jphn Tyler, do., second do. do. do., 

Jeremiah Parish, do., third do. do. do.. 

Leveret Luce, Tolland, best bushel Western Red potatoes, 
James Gammage, do., do. Black Chenango do., 

do., do., do. Victoria do., 

Ira K. Marvin, do., do. Kidney do., 

Erastus Kingsbury, Ck)ventry, best bushel flat turnips, 
M. R. Barteau, Ellington, best bushel long turnips, 
Porter Walbridge, Tolland, best bushel blood beets, 
Ira Johnson, do., do. long do., 

James Gammage, do., do. carrots, 

Wm. C. Newcomb, Tolland, best six field pumpkins, 
Wm. L. Edgehon, do., second do. do., 

Jabez West, TdUand, best twelve Valparaiso squashes, 
F. H. Dabney, do., three best do. do., 

tionary, . ' 

Stanley White, best crookneck squashes, 

Chauncey Paul, Union, best bushel onions, 

Samuel F. West, Columbia, second best bushel onions, 

John Tyler, Tolland, third . do. do., 

Theodore B. Chapin, Tolland, best peck peppers, 

Levi Moody, Vernon, best peck tomatoes, 

John L. Phelps, Tolland, best six cabbages, 

Porter Walbridge, do., best watermelons, 

Theodore Hall, Coventry, second best watermelons, ^ 

Porter Walbridge, Tolland, best nutmeg melons, 

R. Patton, Ellington, best sweet potatoes, 

Mrs. S. F. West, Columbia, best butter, . « 

Mrs. H. Pinney, Ellington, second best butter, 

Mrs. J. L. Phelps, Tolland, third do., 

Mrs. N. Slate, Mansfield, fourth do., 

Mrs. J. M. Turner, do., fifth do., 

Mrs. E. G. Meacham, Tolland, sixth do., 

Mrs. H. Kingsbury, Coventry, best cheese, 

Mrs. S. Chapman, Tolland, second best cheese, 

Mrs. H. W. West, do., third do., 
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Sherman Chapman, Tolland, best honey, . . . $1.00 
Leonard Loomis, do., second best honey, . . 0.50 

All of which is respectful! submitted. 

WILLIAM C. NEWCOMB, Chairman. 



PLOWING. 



To the Tolland Counts/ Agricultural Society : 

Your Committee on Plowing have to report : Six teams entered 
for competition, two double teams, and four single ones. The shortest 
time made by either team in plowing the specified quantity of land, 
viz.f one-eighth of an acre, was twenty-five miqutes, the longest 
time was thirty-three minutes. The first team out by two minutes, 
was a double team owned by Andrew Chapman, of Vernon, yet your 
committee are of opinion that the single pair of cattle owned by 
Azariah L. Benton, of Tolland, the second team out, merited the first 
premium, as the work was admirably done, and no help employed 
other than the man who held the plow, and have so awarded the first 
premium of $6 to Azariah L. Benton, of Tolland. The second 
premium of $4, your committee award to Hubbard Tucker, of 
Vernon, for the superiority of the work over that of eveiy other 
competitor, although not performed in the shortest time. The third 
premium of $3, your committee award to Andrew Chapman, of 
Vernon, and also an additional premium of $2 to Ealph Flint, of 
Coventry, as he and the other competitors are entitled to much 
credit. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN W. GAGER, Chairman. 



DOMESTIC MANUFACTURES. 

To the Tolland County Agricultural Society : 

The Committee on Domestic Manufactures would respectfully 
report : That in estimating the value of improvements in the arts of 
life, we are to consider pot only what is added to the comforts and con- 
veniences of life, but we are also to take Into view the refining and 



Digitized by 



Google 



312 



improving influence which is always connected with cultivation in 
manufactured and the arts. Thus it will be found that the attain- 
ment of great excellence in household manufactures affords a good 
indication of a high state of mental and moral culture, and of the 
practice of those courtesies and amenities of life which are at once 
the ornament of the domestic circle, and the best guard of domestic 
happiness. Those influences which are adapted to secure and, 
increase the happiness of the homes of our population, can not be too 
warmly cherished and sustained. That the annual gathering together 
of the mothers and daughters, the wives and sisters of our county, 
to exhibit their skill and handiwork, and place side by side the results 
of their skill and industry, is among the influences that have been 
referred to, can not be doubted. 

With such views as these, your committee can not withhold the 
expression of their satisfaction at the handsome display of the vari- 
ous articles of domestic manufacture which graced the annual festival 
of our county, and while the articles exhibited were highly creditable 
to the contributors, it must be borne in mind, that the great object of 
this county organization is the improvement of all that come under 
its influence, and enjoy its advantages. It is hoped that the return 
of another annual festival will witness largely increased efforts to 
make the occasion one of still greater interest and advantage. After 
bestowing a careful examination upon the various articles exhibited, 
your committee award the following premiums. 
Stafford ville Manufacturing Company, best satinet, . . $2.50 
Springville Manufacturing Company, second best satinet, 2-50 

Leeds Company, third do., . 1.50 

Mrs. C. C. Moody, Vernon, beautiful bed-quilt, . . .75 

Mrs. Dr. Skinner, do., do., ... .75 

Mrs. Samuel Ellis, Hebron, do., . . 1.50 

Sherman Chapman, Tolland, hive and bees, . . . 1.50 
Mrs. A. M. Hawkins, do., bed-quilt, .... .75 

Miss Eliza A. Edgerton, Tolland, lot of woolen yam, . . .75 

Mrs. Wm. E. Westcott, do., bed-quilt, . . . 1.50 

Miss Elizabeth Gerould, Stafford, do., 75 

Mrs. P. Lillie, Coventry, do., ... .75 

A. H. P. M'Pherson, Stafford, plated harness, . . . 1.50 
Mrs. Wm. M. Stills, Willington, bed-quilt, ... . .75 

Miss E. Carpenter, Tolland, rag carpet, • • . . 1.50 
Mrs. A. Walker, Coventry, do., .... .75 

Mrs. Maria Butler, Vernon, hearth rag, ... .75 
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Bosanna M'Lean, Yemon, bed-quilt, .... $1.50 

Mrs. C. Post, Hebron, do., 1.50 

Mrs. Nathan Doane, Vernon, rag carpet, . . . 1.50 

Mrs. Dr. Patten, Ellington, two silk bed coverings, . 1.50 

Mr. Manning, do., plated harness, . . 1.50 

N. A. Crane, Vernon, do., • . . .1.00 

Mrs. Timothy Foskett, Stafford, bed-quilt, ... 1.50 

Mrs. Wm. L. Culver, Eliington, linen table-spread, . . .75 
Mrs. J. M. Crosby, Coventry, Rose blanket, . . .75 

Mrs. Sophia Hyde, Ellington, two pinning blankets for infants, 1.00 
Mrs. Wm. L. Culver, do., three pair linen hose, . ' 1.00 

Mary Sheldon, Vernon, knit spread, 75 

Mrs. I. Marble, Mansfield, sample raw silk, ... .75 

Mrs. Rhoda Parker, do., do. do., . . . .75 

M. Underwood & Son, Tolland, best sample belt leather, . 1.50 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

GEORGE KELLOGG, Chairman. 



ARTS AND FINE ARTS. 



To the Tolland County Agricultural Society: 

The committee having attended to the duties of their appointment, 
have awarded the following premiums, to wit : 

Miss Lydia Parish, Tolland, best oil painting, . . . $2.00 
Miss Louisa Preston, Willington, best Grecian painting, 1.00 

Miss Ellen H. Porter, Coventry, pencil picture, . . 2.00 

Horatio D. Eaton, Tolland, crayon drawing, . . 1.50 

Mrs. Curtis, Stafford, crayon drawing, .... 1.00 

Mrs. Cyril Pearl, Vernon, water-color drawing, . . 1.00 

Mrs. David Bancroft, Willington, ottoman,* . . . 1.50 

Miss Adaline Converse, Stafford, do., .... 1.00 
Mrs. E. B. Chamberlin, Coventry, painted ottoman, . 1.00 

Mrs. Ira K. Marvin, Tolland, embroidery on silk, . 2.00 
Mrs. M. R. West, Stafford, specimen raised work, . .75 

Alathea P. Crosby, Coventry, do. do., . . .50 

Miss Hannah Freeman, Mansfield, ottoman cover, . 1.00 - 

Mrs. Charles Post, Hebron, two crochet tidies, . . 1.00 

21 
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Miss Helen V. Johnson, Tolland, tape tidy, . . - ^.50 

Mrs. M. P. Hammond, Vernon, three worsted tidys, . -5^ 

Mrs. Persis Lillie, Coventry, knit tidy, .... .50 

Mrs. G. D. North, worsted work, .... .7J 

Miss J. M. Hanks, lamp mat, . . . . . '50 

Mrs. C. A. Newton, Rockville, lamp mat, . . . .50 

Masters Eaton and Hawkins, Tolland, farm-house, . . .50 

Miss Hannah Bell, embroidered pocket handkerchief, . ^50 

Miss L. C. Yeomans, Columbia, specimens embroidery, . .75 

Miss Lucy A. Sweetland, Tolland, do., . .50 

Mrs. Mary Bolton, Stafford, four needle-books, . . 1 00 

Miss Ellen H. Porter, Coventry, fancy work-basket, . 75 

Miss Annis P. Wells, Hebron, do., . . .''yO 

Miss Jane Dimock, Willington, wax fruit, . . . .75 

Mrs. Daniel Edgerton, do., moss vase, . . . .50 

Miss M. J. Kingsbury, Coventry, card-basket, . . .50 

Mrs. Cyril Pearl, Vernon, shell box, .... .50 

Miss Juliette C. Bishop, Tolland, cone frame, . . ,50 

Miss Harriet A. Waldo, do., cone basket, . . .50 

Miss Madula Kendall, do., do., . . ^50 

Miss Elizabeth Edgerton, Willington, lace work, . . .50 

Mrs. J. H. Kingsbury, Coventry, picture frame, . . .50 

Betsey J. Higgins, work-bag, .50 

Miss E. R. Hyde, Ellington, knit shirts, ... .50 

Mrs. Charles Post, Hebron, silk hose, . . . . .50 

Mrs. Betsey Button, Columbia, chair cushion, . . .50 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

ALVAN P. HYDE, Chairman. 



FExMALE EQUESTRIANSHIP. 

To the Tolland County Agricultural Society : 

The premiums awarded by the Committee upon Trotting, Matched 
and Carriage Horses, were generously contributed by the President 
of the Society, (E. H. Hyde, 2d, Esq., of Stafford,) for those pur- 
poses, and the premiums upon Domestic Bread were generously 
presented to the Society by its first Vice-President, (Rufus B. Cham- 
berlin, Esq., of Coventry,) for that purpose. 
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The President of the Society also offered premiums, amounting to 
eighteen dollars, on Female Equesfrianship, for which premiums the 
following ladies were competitors, viz. 

Miss Mary Ann Squires, Stafford ; Mrs. Mahlon R. West, Stafford ; 
Miss Helen A. Fuller, Tolland ; Miss H. Victoria Johnson, Tolland ; 
Miss Ann E. Griggs, Tolland. 

The chairman of the awarding committee, Hon. James T. Pratt, 
of Rocky Hill, after witnessing the exhibition, was of opinion that 
each of the ladies was entitled to the first premium, and in order to 
raise funds sufficient for this purpose, generously contributed thirty- 
two dollars, and awarded a premium of $10 to each of the above 
named ladies. 



TROTTING HORSES. 

To the Tolland County Agricultural Society : 

The Committee on Trotting Horses report : That some nine com- 
petitors appeared for the premiums offered by the liberality of the 
President, for the best trotting horses, and that in coming to their de- 
cision, they have had regard only to speed, making time only the 
measure of merit. They have, therefore, awarded the first premium 
of $8 to William Smith of Stafford, he having accomplished the 
distance, one mile, in three minutes and thirty seconds. The second 
premium of $3, to J. Blodgett, of Stafford, he having made the dis- 
tance in three minutes and forty seconds. For the third premium 
there were two competitors of equal merit, to wit, E. A. Converse, of 
Stafford, and Lewis Leigh, of Willington, both having performed the 
distance in three minutes and forty-five seconds ; upon a#6econd trial 
over half a mile distance, Mr. Converse made it in one minute fifty-five 
seconds, and Mr. Lewis Leigh in one minute and fifty-three seconds, 
and we do therefore award Lewis Leigh, of Willington, the third 
premium of $2. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN H. BROCKWAY, Chairman. 
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MATCHED HORSES 

To the ToUand County Agricultural Society : 

The Committee on Matched Horses respectfullj report : That thej 
found upon the ground several fine pairs of matched horses, deserv- 
ing much credit for the symmetry of their forms and the elegance 
and ease of their motion, but as your committee could award but one 
premium, after mature deliberation, they have awarded that premium^ 
of $8, to Herman C. Griswold, of Ellington, for the best pair of 
matched horses. 

Ail which is respectfully submitted in behalf of the committee. 

THOMAS CLARK, Chairman. 



CARRIAGE HORSES. 

To the ToUand County Ayricultural Society : 

Your Committee on 'Carriage Horses ask leave to report : Ten 
were entered for premiums. Most of them were fine specimens of 
carriage horses. You, of course, are aware it is a very difficult mat- 
ter to award a premium on a horse, and have competitors satisfied 
with the decision, as almost every person sees good qualities in bis 
horse that a conmiittee in the brief space allotted than, can not 
know. No animals are we so easily led to change our views upon, 
and it is quite probable that had the committee had time to have ex- 
amined and seen them more, they might have awarded the prem- 
iums differently. We endeavored to act honestly and with partiality 
to none, and accordingly have awarded the premiums thus : 
Mahlon R. West, Stafford, first pr^nium, .... $8 
William A. Lathrop, Coventry, second premium, . « 3 

Giddings H. Pinney, Stafford, third do., ... 2 

All which is respectfolly submitted. 

RUFUS B. CHAMBERLIN, Chairman. 
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Hbbron, January 2d, 1855. 
Henry A. Dyer, Esq.: 

Dear Sir: I received yours of the 18th instant, and in 
reply would say that it is very difficult for me to give you 
a very accurate statement of the cost of the acre of corn raised 
by me the past season, and of which the Tolland County 
Agricultural Society gave me the premium. I will, however, 
give the cost and manner of its cultivation, as near as possible. 

In the first place, the land would be called a gravelly loam, 
and so located that the past dry season, did not materially 
affect it, as it did many other parts of our country. A part 
of the premises had been occupied for two years previous, as 
a kitchen garden, and twenty-two rods of which, during the 
season of 1853, was used for the raising of the yellow Rus- 
sia turnip ; the balance of the premises, about three-quarters 
of an acre, was sward land, and plowed in September, 1853, 
during some very hot weather, which subdued the turf effec- 
tually ; then it lay until the spring past, when I hauled out 
the manure and spread it on the land, sowed broad-cast about 
six hundred pounds of guano, and plowed in the whole. The 
manure was common barn-yard and hog-yard manure, and 
the ground was plowed by a common cast-iron plow, and 
to the depth of about five or six inches, plowed once only ; 
after which I dragged or harrowed the ground and furrowed 
the rows very shallow, and about three and a half feet apart^ 
and planted about three feet apart. For the hill, I used 
poudrette, of the Lodi Company's manufacture, in quantity 
four barrels, except eight rows which were manured with 
guano, by putting a small quantity in the hill, well blended 
with the soil. And here I would remark, that in my expe- 
rience, as tested last season, I think the guano is preferable, 
as the stalks were the largest and ears the soundest. I 
plantec}, by dropping not less than five kernels in a hill, and 
when weeded, left four to grow. 

The corn was well hoed three times, atfd produced far 
beyond my expectations. Owing to the season being very 
wet, it was not planted until the last day of May. 
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I have estimated the cost as follows, to wit : 

Twenty-seven loads manure, at $1, . . . $27.00 

Goano and poadrette, 21.00 

Haaling manure, plowing, harrowing, &c., . 6.67 

Farrowing and planting, . .* . . 2.67 

Hoeing first time, 3.34 

do. second time, ..... 2.67 

do. third do., 2.00 

Topping stalks and harvesting, . . . 7.50 

$72.85 
From which deduct for corn fodder, (low,) . 10.00 

$62.85 
Thus, the corn from one acre will cost as above estimated, 
$62.85, but I think the whole charge for manure ought not 
to be made against the corn crop, for the land is now in good 
condition for an oat crop the present season, and grass 
hereafter. 

I am sir, your obedient and humble servant, 

Charles Post. 



Vernon, January 24, 1855. 
Henry A. Dyer, Esq. : 

Dear Sir : Yours of the 18th came safe to hand, request- 
ing me to give particulars relative to the mode of culture of 
an acre of corn raised by me the past season. As I had no 
idea, when planting and raising the crop, of making it public, 
I can not give the precise cost of raising the same, as I other- 
wise might. After the corn was ready to harvest, some of 
my agricultural friends examined it, and thought it worthy 
of notice. I therefore called on my neighbor to measure two 
rods, telling him \p take an average of the piece. We shelled 
it and measured the same, and it yielded as reported to the 
Tolland Agricultural Society. 

When I came in possession of the land in 1852, it was in 
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grass, and had been for a great number of years. Being 
rather cold land, it was covered with moss, yielding ten hand- 
red of hay, as I was informed. The same spring I pat on a 
small quantity of manure, and plowed in as well as I could. 
It being very stony, it was difficult of cultivation ; still, the 
crop of corn which I raised, was large. In 1853, I put on 
about fifteen loads of manure at broad-cast, and plowed in, 
ashed and plastered in the hill — produced about seventy-five 
bushels. In 1854, about the middle of May, I put on as be- 
fore, forty cart-loads of compost manure, and plowed in ten 
inches deep. The spring being very wet, I was unable 
to plant before the 20th of May, at which time we put in the 
corn dry, hills three feet, each way. On half the land, we 
put a small quantity of hen manure in the hill, the remain- 
der, nothing. At the first hoeing there was an astonishing 
difference in the size and color of the corn. After hoeing, we 
put about a gill of super-phosphate of lime, of our own man- 
ufacture, on the hill, just before a rain, on that part not 
manured in the hill, which, on harvesting, we could discover 
no difference in quantity. The land was thoroughly culti- 
vated and hoed three times. The crop suffered not the least 
from drought, being of the eight-rowed Connecticut River 
kind, long ears and small cob. 

Yours, respectfully, 

Levi Moody. 
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